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1    COBINTHIAMS    II.    14. 

"But  the  natnral  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  spirit  of  God,  for  they 
are  foolishneBS  unto  himj  neither  can  he  know  them,  because  thej  ar« 
spiritually  discerned." 

It  requires  but  a  small  acquaintance  with  ourselves,  my 
brethren,  and  no  very  extensive  observation  of  human  nature, 
to  discover  the  import  of  the  text;  but  it  requires  a  deeper 
consideration  than  men  in  general  are  disposed  to  give  it,  to 
attain  those  advantages  which  flow  from  divine  truth  re- 
ceived and  acted  upon. 

The  primary  object  of  revelation  being  to  give  to  mankind 
information  of  what  they  could  not  otherwise  know,  and  the 
information  given  being  of  things  spiritual  and  heavenly, 
bearing  upon  our  peace  and  comfort  in  time  and  our  well- 
being  in  eternity,  its  claims  upon  our  attention  can  only  be 
rightly  measured  by  the  interests  which  are  at  stake;  and  it 
might  most  reasonably  be  presumed,  that  what  was  so  vitally 
important  to  every  individual  person,  would  be  as  gladly  and 
joyfully  attended  to,  as  thankfully  embraced  and  followed 
out  in  its  directions,  as  light  is  welcomed  by  the  weary  and 
benighted  traveller,  or  the  means  of  healing  and  health  by 
the  sick  and  diseased. 

Yet  observation  and  experience  prove  to  us,  my  hearers, 
that  it  is  otherwise  in  the  practice  of  the  world.  The  text, 
therefore,  is  verified  to  us  in  its  assertion;  and  intimately 
connected  as  it  is  with  the  truth  of  our  present  condition,  may 
lead  to  an  improvement  profitable  to  all  present. 

The  subject  before  us,  in  connexion  with  the  context,  pre- 
sents to  our  consideration  two  descriptions  of  persons,  alike 
in  their  original,  but  different  in  their  actual  character — the 
natural  and  the  spiritual  man.  It,  therefore,  obviously  leads 
us  to  examine  not  only  the  distinction  between  them,  but  the 
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cause,  also,  of  that  distinction,  with  the  consequences  which 
attach  to  their  respective  states,  as  well  by  the  reason  of  the 
thing  as  by  the  wise  appointment  of  God. 

I  shall,  therefore,  endeavor  to  show  you,  * 

First,  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the  words  natural 
man,  as  here  used  by  the  apostle. 

Secondly,  what  those  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  are  which 
are  foolishness  to  the  natural  man. 

Thirdly,  I  shall  inquire  why  these  particular  things  are 
counted  foolishness;  and,  then, 

Conclude  with  some  remarks  on  the  consequences  which 
must  follow  to  those  who  remain  in  this  condition. 

"But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit 
or  God,  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him,  neither  can  he 
know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned." 

I.  First,  I  am  to  show  you  what  we  are  to  understand  by 
the  words  natural  man,  as  here  used  by  the  apostle. 

In  limiting  the  meaning  of  the  words  to  the  particular 
sense  in  which  they  are  here  used  by  the  apostle,  it  is  not  to 
be  inferred  that  there  is  no  other  and  useful  meaning  in 
which  this  passage  of  Scripture  is  to  be  taken.  It  was  not 
the  apostle's  intention,  nor  is  it  mine,  to  exclude  the  awfully 
verified  truth,  that  to  man  fallen  there  is  not,  by  his  nature, 
any  true  knowledge  of  his  own  condition,  or  any  saving 
knowledge  of  God.  In  this  respect,  we  are  all  alike  destitute 
of  spiritual  capacity  or  spiritual  power.  So  true  is  this,  that 
had  God  been  silent,  or  withheld  his  Holy  Spirit,  it  never 
could  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  any 
thing  of  his  nature,  or  of  the  worship  and  service  due  to  him 
from  rational  beings.  For  though  mankind  are  not  deprived, 
by  their  fallen  condition,  of  any  of  the  faculties  of  rational 
creatures,  yet  so  debased  and  degraded  are  those  faculties,  bo 
perverted  and  turned  round  from  their  original  destination, 
that  they  serve  only  a  secondary  purpose,  and  are  conver- 
sant, not  with  spiritual,  but  sensible  things,  so  that  expe- 
rience confirms  the  truth  of  God's  word,  that  the  world  by 
wisdom  never  knew  God. 

In  anotiier  respect,  however,  this  disal>ility  is  removed; 
"for  the  grace  of  God,  which  bringeth  salvation,  hath  appear- 
ed to  all  men."     Particularly  under  the  gospel  is  tljis  distin- 


THE   NATURAL   MAN".  3 

guishing  privilege  conferred  on  all  who  hear  the  joyful  sound; 
they  are  called,  as  our  catechism  expresses  it,  to  a  state  of 
salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  furnished  with  all  the  means 
necessary  thereto. 

Yet,  though  this  is  undeniably  the  case,  and  the  only  view 
of  the  subject  which  makes  religion  a  reasonable  service, 
nevertheless,  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gospel  and  the  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  do  not  operate  as  charms.  As  we  are 
rational  beings,  the  information  given  us  is  to  be  acted  upon, 
the  help  offered  us  is  to  be  resorted  to,  and  the  duties  enjoin- 
ed upon  us  are  to  be  performed,  otherwise  there  is  no  benefit 
to  be  expected. 

Kevelation  is  addressed,  first  to  our  understandings,  next 
to  our  wants,  then  to  our  interests,  and  through  all  these  to 
our  afibctions.  And  when  either  sufiiciently  prored  or  ad- 
mitted, as  a  communication  from  God,  our  reason  has  no 
other  province  than  to  receive  or  reject  it.  It  is  not  the  pre- 
rogative of  our  rational  faculties  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the 
mode  or  the  manner  in  which  God  shall  reveal  himself  to  his 
creatures,  or  yet  on  the  means  by  which  his  benefits  shall  be 
conferred  on  us;  with  all  this  we  have  nothing  to  do,  "we  are 
saved  by  grace  through  faith."  To  act  upon  a  difi^erent  prin- 
ciple, then,  is  to  usurp  a  station  which  dues  not  belong  to  us, 
to  the  details  of  which  we  are  not  competent,  and  by  the  en- 
tertainment of  which  we  manifest  the  very  temper  denounced 
in  my  text.  Hence  we  learn,  niy  brethren,  to  what  descrip- 
tion of  persons  St.  Paul  applies  the  expression  of  natural  man, 
in  the  passage  of  Scripture  under  consideration. 

It  is  the  man  mIio  sets  the  wisdom  of  the  world  on  a  par 
with  the  wisdom  of  God.  It  is  the  man  who  would  bring  the 
mysteries  of  the  divine  will,  in  the  redem})tii)n  of  the  world, 
to  be  tried  at  the  bar  of  human  reason;  it  is  the  man  who 
proudly  rejects  what  his  shallow  reason  cannot  fathom;  it  is 
the  man  who  carelessly  neglects  the  treasures  of  divine  wis- 
dom furnished  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth;  it  is  the  wise  man, 
the  philosopher,  the  disputer  of  this  world,  who  would  try 
the  gospel,  its  glorious  discoveries,  its  means,  and  its  mercies, 
by  a  standard  beneath  its  measure,  and  receive  or  reject  it 
according  as  it  agreed  therewith.  It  is  the  Greek,  who 
counted  the  preaching  of  the  cross  foolishness,  because  it 
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squared  not  with  the  rules  of  the  philosophy  of  the  day. 
This,  my  hearers,  is  the  natural  man  whom  the  apostle  had 
in  his  eye  when  he  penned  this  passage,  who  receiveth  not 
the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  to  whom  they  are  fool- 
ishness. The  apostle  speaks  not  here  of  the  natural  inability 
of  fallen  creatures  to  regain  the  faror  of  God,  to  comply  with 
his  holy  and  spiritual  law,  and  prepare  themselves  for  his 
presence  in  glory.  This  deficiency  he  was  provided  to 
remedy  in  every  sincere  mind,  by  the  grace  of  that  Jesus 
whom  he  preached  to  them;  but  he  speaks  of  those  who, 
when  the  gospel  was  proposed  to  them,  received  not  the  truth 
in  the  love  of  it,  who  submitted  not  themselves  to  the  right- 
eousness of  God,  by  believing  and  obeying  his  message,  but 
resisted  it  upon  the  strength  of  their  own  reason,  or  through 
the  love  of  their  own  corruptions;  making  themselves  wiser 
than  God,  and  preferring  time  to  eternity. 

And  are  there  none  of  this  description  of  persons  in  the 
present  day?  Are  there  none  among  us  who  are  entitled,  in 
this  acceptation  of  the  words,  to  the  name  of  natural  men? 
Alas!  for  the  multitudes  who,  either  by  neglect  or  perversion, 
bar  themselves  out  from  the  grace  of  the  gospel.  Alas!  for 
the  thousands  who  dispute  against  the  gospel,  who  think  it 
an  accomplishment  to  be  above  its  faith  and  its  duties,  and 
who  listen  with  greedy  ears  to  what  perverted  reason  can 
muster  up  in  behalf  of  infidelity  in  some  of  its  protean  shapes. 
Alas!  alas!  cannot  fallen  sinners  find  the  way  to  hell  readily 
enough  without  deepening  their  damnation  by  sinning  against 
light  and  knowledge,  denying  the  Lord  tliat  bought  them, 
and  treading  under  foot  the  Son  of  God? 

But  it  may  and  will  be  asked,  of  what  use,  then,  is  our 
reason,  the  distinguishing  attribute  of  man,  if  it  is  not  to  be 
applied  in  this  our  supreme  concern?  And  who  ever  said  or 
thought  that  it  is  not  to  be  here  applied,  yea,  earnestly  and 
diligently  applied?  Certainly  I  have  never  said  so,  nor  yet 
given  room  for  any  to  think  I  said  so,  unless  by  such  an 
overhasty  conclusion  as  darkens  counsel. 

Permit  me,  however,  in  my  turn,  to  ask  a  question  of  these 
contenders  for  the  supremacy  of  human  reason.  To  what 
end,  think  you,  Avas  reason  given  you  as  respects  things 
spiritual  and  invisible?  what  is  its  proper  province  in  appli- 
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cation  to  them?  Have  you  ever  asked  yourself  this  question? 
Can  vou  answer  it?  If  not,  your  boasted  reason  has  not  yet 
done  the  best  part  of  its  office  for  you. 

Learn,  then,  that  the  liighest  use  of  the  faculty  of  reasou 
in  man,  fallen,  is  to  render  liim  capable  of  instruction  in 
things  of  a  spiritual  and  heavenly  nature.  Human  reason 
can  have  no  privity  with  the  mind  or  will  of  God,  and,  had 
God  been  silent,  never  could  have  advanced  one  step  beyond 
the  things  tiiat  are  seen;  for  even  the  superstitions  of  the 
Heathen  are  all  resolvable  into  the  original  revelation  made 
to  Adam  after  his  fall.  Revelation,  then,  is  to  reason,  in 
things  spiritual,  what  light  is  to  the  eye  in  things  natural; 
for  reason  is  the  eye  of  the  mind.  However  perfect,  tliere- 
fore,  in  all  its  parts  the  eye  may  be,  take  away  the  material 
light  and  where  or  what  is  its  use?  It  is  an  incumbrance,  a 
hindrance,  presenting  something  to  rely  upon  which  yet 
answers  not  the  purpose. 

In  like  manner,  my  brethren,  and  by  an  analogy  of  the 
strictest  kind,  however  perfect  human  reason  may  be,  how- 
ever improved  and  extended  in  all  its  capacities,  deprive  it 
of  the  light  of  revealed  truth,  and  what  is  its  value  in  spiritual 
things?  Of  what  use,  in  particular,  is  it  in  the  deep  mystery 
of  man's  redemption  by  the  Son  of  God?  Alas!  is  it  not,  even 
to  our  experience,  a  hindrance,  a  stumbling  block,  a  betrayer 
of  souls  to  all  those  who  will  not  learn  its  rigiit  use,  but 
proudly  exalt  a  depraved  and  perverted  attribute  of  the 
creature  into  the  place  and  station  of  the  Most  High  God? 

Human  reason,  my  friends,  is  competent  to  determine 
whether  we  have  a  revelation  of  the  will  of  God,  because  it 
is  by  this  faculty  alone,  that  the  truth  and  certainty  of  the 
evidences  by  which  its  title  is  established  are  to  be  judged. 
But  this  being  done,  reason  can  go  no  further;  it  is  not  com- 
petent to  decide  on  the  propriety  or  fitness  of  what  is  revealed. 
For  example — 

Whether  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity  be  a  part  of  the  reve- 
lation iiuide  to  our  faith,  is  a  question  for  our  reason  to  ex- 
amine and  determine.  But  whether  it  be  consistent  with 
the  nature  of  the  Supreme  Being  that  such  should  be  the- 
manner  of  his  subsistence,  is  a  question  we  have  no  means  of 
resolving,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  entertain.    To  assert, 


6  THE   NATURAL   MAN. 

then,  upon  grounds  of  human  reason,  that  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  unity  of  the  Godhead  that  it  should  consist  in  three 
coeternal  subsistences,  is  not  only  to  be  wise  above  what  is 
written,  intruding  into  things  not  seen,  vainly  puffed  up  by 
a  fleshly  mind,  but  is  an  illogical  assumption  of  the  point  in 
argument.  And  to  support  this  assertion  by  reasonings  from 
the  incomprehensibility  to  us  of  such  a  mode  of  subsistence 
in  deity,  is,  in  fact,  atheistical;  because  the  same  argument 
is  equally  good  against  the  being  of  God  under  any  other 
mode  of  subsistence; — for  a  self-existent,  underived,  eternal 
Being,  as  the  Almighty  must  be  in  his  nature  or  not  be  at 
all,  is  as  incomprehensible  to  our  faculty  in  a  single  essence 
as  in  three. 

The  sum  is  this,  my  hearers:  the  fact  our  reason  can  com- 
pass, the  mode  it  cannot  compass.  We,  therefore,  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  mode;  and  to  intrude  into  it  with  our 
puny  measure  of  intelligence,  is  precisely  that  abuse  and 
perversion  of  reason  which  marks  the  natural  man  of  my 
text,  to  whom  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  is,  the 
mysteries  revealed  to  our  faith,  are  foolishness. 

Let,  then,  these  plain  and  practical  truths  guard  you,  my 
brethren  and  hearers,  against  the  seductive  sophistry,  which 
would  exalt  your  reason  at  the  expense  of  your  souls — which 
would  lead  you  away  from  the  only  foundation,  and  leave 
you  on  the  dark  and  slippery  steps  of  an  unreasonable  infi- 
delity. For,  as  the  apostle  argues,  in  the  lltli  verse  of  this 
^chapter,  "what  man  knoweth  the  things  of  a  man,  save  the 
spirit  of  man  which  is  in  him,  even  so  the  things  of  God 
^noweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God." 

But,  while  this  is  undoubtedly  the  primary  sense  in  which 
the  apostle  here  uses  the  words  natural  man,  as  is  evident 
from  the  context — for  he,  throughout,  contrasts  the  natural 
man  with  the  spiritual,  or  spiritually  enlightened  man — yet, 
as  I  observed  in  the  outset,  this  is  not  the  only  sense  in  which 
the  text  is  to  be  used  and  applied  by  us.  For  we  may  apply 
it  to  man  as  he  now  is,  a  fallen,  depraved  creature,  savoring 
only  the  things  of  time  and  sense,  and  indisposed  and  averse 
to  the  entertainment  of  things  spiritual  and  heavenly.  It 
also  denotes  the  unrenewed  man,  the  person  upon  whom  the  . 
grace  of  the  gospel  has  produced  no  change;  upon  whom  the 
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Spirit  of  God  hath  not  operated  the  raiglity  transformatioa 
of  a  new  creature.  And  this,  because  the  discoveries  of  the 
gospel  have  not  been  met  in  faith,  and  God  sought  unto,  as 
he  is  therein  revealed  and  set  forth,  by  and  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

This  gives  to  tlie  words  of  my  text  a  wide  range,  my  breth- 
ren, inasuiuch  as  it  includes  all  who  hold  tliemselves  back 
from  the  claims  of  the  gospel  upon  their  attention  and  ob- 
servance, whether  that  proceed  from  the  proud  and  lofty  pre- 
tensions of  infidel  reason,  or  the  carelessness  and  neglect  of 
worldly  occupation,  or  the  love  of  sensual  indulgence.  To 
what  extent  and  under  what  designation  the  words  may  be 
most  properly  applied,  those  who  hear  them  are  the  most 
competent  judges;  and  I  earnestly  beseech  all  present,  who 
are  not  conscious  of  that  spiritual  change  which  must  pass 
upon  all  who  would  see  God  and  live,  seriously  to  lay  to 
heart  the  unutterable  consequences  of  turning  a  deaf  ear  to 
saving  truth,  and  an  unwilling  mind  to  commanded  duty. 
The  day  of  grace  is  shortening — the  day  of  eternity  is  draw- 
ing near — "awake,  then,  thou  that  sleepest"  in  thy  natural 
state,  "and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light." 

II.  Secondly,  I  am  to  show  you  what  those  things  of  the 
Spirit  or  God  are,  which  are  foolishness  to  the  natural  man. 

That  these  are  the  mysteries  of  the  gospel,  the  things  which 
in  an  especial  manner  are  the  things  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
which  he  told  his  disciples  the  Holy  Spirit  would  take  and 
show  unto  them,  is  clear,  both  from  the  tenor  and  purpose  of 
the  gospel,  and  from  the  whole  structure  of  the  apostle's  ar-. 
gument  in  this  epistle. 

The  Grecian  philosophers  of  St.  Paul's  day  decried  and  de- 
rided the  doctrines  of  the  cross;  they  brought  the  things  of 
the  Spirit  of  God — preached  by  him  with  great  plainness  of 
speech,  indeed,  but  with  miraculous  attestation  to  their  truth 
— to  the  standard  of  the  wisdom  of  their  schools,  and,  be- 
cause not  answerable  to  the  principles  of  their  philosophy,  they 
rejected  them. 

It  was  not  the  morality  of  the  gospel,  my  hearers,  that  was 
foolishness  in  their  view,  but  its  spirituality.  No  men  taught 
more  zealously  the  moral  principles  of  truth,  justice,  and 
temperance,  than  the  ancient  sages  of  Greece.    With  this 
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part  of  Christianity  there  was  no  difficulty.  But  they  stum- 
bled at  those  mysterious  but  heaven-attested  doctrines,  in 
union  with  which  only  can  the  morality  of  fallen  sinners  be 
exalted  to  the  dignified  station  of  religion.  It  was  the  stu- 
pendous doctrine  of  God  made  sin,  that  man  might  be  made 
the  righteousness  of  God  in  him,  with  all  that  flows  from  this 
doctrine,  of  our  lost  and  undone  condition,  and  of  our  need 
of  renewing  grace,  that  ofi'ended  their  self-righteous  estima- 
tion of  their  own  worth.  It  was  the  incarnation  of  God  the 
Son — the  sacrifice  of  the  cross — the  virtue  of  the  atonement 
thereby  made  for  sin,  and  the  unqualified  necessity  of  faith 
in  this  crucified  Jesus,  as  God  manifest  in  the  flesh — dying 
foroursins — risingfor  our  justification — ascended  into  heaven 
for  our  assurance  of  immortality — glorified  and  reigning  for 
salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  constituted  the  judge 
of  quick  and  dead — these  were  the  high  discoveries  which 
overthrew  the  systems  of  their  fanciful  mythology.  It  was 
at  these  stumbling  truths  that  their  pride  revolted.  It  was 
by  these  mysterious  doctrines  that  their  wisdom  was  con- 
founded; and  as  tliey  received  not  the  love  of  truth  that  they 
might  be  saved,  they  incurred  the  delusion  of  believing  a  lie 
that  they  might  be  damned.  And  is  there  nothing  in  this 
warning,  my  friends,  which  knocks  awfully  at  the  hearts  of 
those  who  stand  in  the  like  danger  by  incurring  the  like 
guilt?  Is  there  nothing  to  alarm  the  fears  of  those  who  exalt 
the  meagre  and  vapid  reasonings  of  infidel  science  against 
God  and  the  word  of  his  grace?  Is  there  nothing  to  show 
tlie  wise,  and  the  mighty,  and  the  noble  of  this  Christian 
land,  why  the  gospel  is  not  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  them?  Is  there  nothing  in  this  delineation  of  the  first 
princii)les  of  religion,  to  enable  all  present  to  determine 
whether  they  are  natural  or  spiritual  men?  Above  all,  is 
there  nothing  to  show  them  that  better  way  which  God  has 
marked  out  and  promised  to  bless  all  who  walk  in  it?  O, 
beware,  ray  dear  brethren  and  hearers,  lest  any  man  spoil 
you  through  philosophy  and  vain  deceit — after  the  traditions 
of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  and  not  after 
Christ.  And  O,  beware  that  ye  stop  not  short  of  that  re- 
newal of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  you,  which  alone  can  prepare 
a  fallen,  spiritually  dead  creature,  for  life  and  glory  eternall 
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m.  Tliirdly,  I  am  to  inquire  why  these  jiarticular  tilings 
are  counted  foolishness. 

To  say  that  this  is  occasioned  by  the  want  of  senses  exer- 
cised to  discern  the  application  and  efficacy  of  the  discove- 
ries of  the  gospel,  would  be  leaving  the  suV)ject  where  we 
found  it,  and  leaving  those,  also,  who  are  in  this  deplorable 
state,  without  the  help  and  counsel  provided  for  them.  It 
is,  therefore,  to  the  neglect  of  obvious  duty  on  the  i)art  of 
those  who  are  favored  with  divine  revelation,  that  this  state 
of  indifference  and  deadness  to  the  interests  of  hereafter  is  to 
be  ascribed.  That  such  multitudes,  Gallio-like,  care  for  none 
of  those  things,  and  the  activity  of  rational  natures,  made, 
and  formed,  and  furnished,  to  glorifj'-  God  and  enjoy  him  for 
ever,  are  content  to  famish  on  the  husks  and  garbage  of  a 
perishing  world,  are  content  to  remain  in  the  darkness  and 
hopelessness  of  the  things  that  are  seen,  even  amid  the  bright 
shining  of  the  light  of  life. 

Of  this,  the  true  cause  of  the  evil,  and  the  just  answer  to 
this  inquiry,  the  proof,  I  trust,  will  be  evident  from  the  fol- 
lowing considerations: 

First,  if  God  hath  spoken  to  us,  and  we  are  in  possession 
of  his  will  and  directions,  the  undeniable  duty  of  every  ration- 
al being  is,  to  acquaint  himself  with  that  will  and  to  follow 
those  directions. 

Secondly,  it  is  on  the  performance  of  this  duty  that  God 
hath  limited  his  blessing  in  the  growth  and  increase  of  spirit- 
ual help  and  power. 

The  first  consideration  is  so  self-evidently  true  as  to  meet 
the  unqualified  assent  of  all  who  hear  it:  and  it  follows,  un- 
deniably, in  an  equal  degree,  that  whoever  does  not  carefully 
consider  and  follow  out  the  will  of  God,  either  denies  the 
fact  of  a  revelation  or  despises  the  revealer;  and,  conse- 
quently, cannot  exi)ect  any  of  the  spiritual  benefits  promised 
to  faith  and  obedience.  "O  that  they  were  wise,  that  they 
understood  this,  that  they  would  consider  their  latter  end. 
How  shall  we  escape,  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation?" 

The  second  consideration  is  equally  capable  of  proof,  and 
of  a  proof  not  only  derived  from  authority,  but  from  the  rea- 
son of  the  thing.     God  hath  no  need  of  the  sinful  man,  there- 
fore it  is  by  grace  that  we  are  saved. 
[Vol.  2,— *2.] 
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"God  so  loved  tlie  world,  that  he  gave  his  orilj  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  belie veth  in  hini  should  not  perish  but 
have  everlasting  life."  Tlie  mercies  of  redemption  and  the 
means  of  grace,  therefore,  are  tlie  talenis,  in  their  various  ex- 
tent, committed  to  our  trust  on  the  declared  condition  of  im- 
provement. '-To  him  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall 
have  abundance;  but  Irom  him  that  liath  not,  shall  be  taken 
away  even  that  which  he  hath." 

With  tliis  equitable  rule,  all  that  the  Saviour  of  the  world 
hath  taught  and  promised  is  in  perfect  agreement.  "I  came 
not  to  destroy  men's  lives  but  to  save  them.  I  am  come- 
that  they  might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more 
abundantly.  I  am  the  light  of  the  world;  he  that  foUowetli 
me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light  of 
life.  He  that  bclieveth  on  me,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow 
rivers  of  living  waters;  he  that  belie  veth  not  shall  be  damned."' 
From  all  which,  ^nd  nmch  more  that  might  be  produced, 
it  must  be  evident  that  the  blessing  of  spiritual  illumination, 
so  essential  to  a  fallen  creature,  is  limited  on  the  previous^ 
condition  of  our  faith  in  and  submission  tO'  the  revealed  will 
of  God;  nor  can  it  be  conceived  in  what  other  way  religioUy 
as  a  reasonable  and  possible  duty,  can  be  addressed  to  moral 
creatures  in  a  state  of  reprieve  and  probation  for  eternity. 
All  doubt  on  this  point,  however,  is  happily  done  away  by 
the  standing  declaration  of  the  gospel — -"Ask  and  ye  shall 
receive;  seek  and  ye  shall  find;  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened 
unto  you."  For,  says  our  blessed  Lokd,  and  happy  expe- 
rience confirms  the  truth,  "every  one  that  asketh,  receiveth;. 
and  he  that  seeketh,  findeth;  and  to  him  that  knocketh,  it 
shall  be  opened." 

Hence  it  must  be  evident,  and  I  pray  God  that  it  may  be- 
the  eftectual  conviction  of  every  soul  that  now  hears  me^ 
that  if  we  are  natural  men,  in  the  sense  here  used  by  the 
apostle;  if  we  are  indifferent  to  the  high  discoveries  of  the 
gospel;  if  we  are  careless  of  the  manifestations  of  God,  there- 
in made  to  the  faitli  and  observance  of  his  creatures;  if  the 
course  and  occupation  of  our  lives,  or  the  open  or  secret 
tenor  of  our  thoughts,  show  louder  than  words,  that  they  are 
foolishness  unto  us;  it  must  be  our  fault,  it  cannot  be  our  in- 
firmity; it  must  be  -itur  condemnation,  it  cannot  be  om-  ex- 
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cnse.  God  hath  done  all  that  is  necessary  to  remove  onr  na- 
tural disability  for  spiritual  things;  he  hath  set  before  us 
whatever  can  confirm  faith,  excite  hope,  or  alarm  fear  in 
rational  creatures:  but  if  we  will  none  of  his  ways,  if  we  will 
be  wiser  than  God  in  the  things  of  Gon,  and  risk  our  immor- 
tal souls  on  the  unreasonable  venture,  what  remains,  but  that 
having  chosen  darkness  rather  than  light,  the  way  of  life 
shall  be  hid  from  us  for  ever.  "For  if  any  man  have  not  the 
Si'iRiT  OF  CuRisT,  he  is  none  of  his;  neither  is  there  salvation 
in  any  other — for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven 
given  amongst  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved,  only  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth." 

I  have  now  to  conclude  with  some  remarks  on  the  conse- 
quences which  must  follow  to  those  who  remain  in  this  con- 
dition. 

And  first,  it  must,  I  think,  be  evident,  that  were  those 
consequences  conlined  to  the  present  life,  they  are  worth  an 
exertion  to  be  avoided;  for  either  all  serious  tliought  must  be 
excluded,  or  thought  must  be  painful.  The  natural  man  dif- 
fers but  little  from  the  brute,  and  that  difference  is  against 
the  man.  In  the  day  of  prosperity  and  enjoyment,  the  natu- 
ral man,  like  the  ox  in  a  fat  pasture,  may  give  himself  up  to 
every  delight  of  the  carnal  mind,  and  drown  and  extinguish 
the  voice  of  reason  and  reflection  in  the  festivities  of  wan- 
tonness, or  occupy  his  faculties  exclusively  in  the  acquisi- 
tions of  time;  but  in  the  day  of  adversity  where  is  his  re- 
source? The  brute  has  no  anticipations — the  man  has.  As 
his  prosperity  was  without  God,  so  is  his  adversity  without 
one  ray  of  comfort.  Thought  is  his  enemy  and  reflection  his 
torment,  because  he  perverts  his  distinguishing  character  as 
a  rational  being,  and  will  not  point  it  to  God.  But  more 
than  this:  it  is  a  sense  of  God,  of  his  undeserved  goodness,  of 
tlie  wonders  of  his  love  in  the  gift  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  re- 
donq)tion  of  sinners,  which  gives  to  the  various  mercies  of 
liis  providence  their  proper  character;  this  the  natural  man 
deprives  himself  of.  The  most  prosperous  and  hai)py  con- 
dition terminates  with  the  short  uncertainty  of  time;  the  na- 
tural man  cannot  look  beyond  it,  further  than  conjecture; 
hut  it  is  not  so  with  adversity.  God,  in  aid  of  his  truth,  hath 
planted  an  impression  in  every  heart,  that  adversity  ends  not 
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with  this  life  to  the  sinner.  A  certain  fearful  looking  for  of 
judgment,  which  he  cannot  shake  off,  though  he  can  resist 
it, — for  he  is  a  moral  being  and  not  a  machine, — ^liaunts  the 
natural  man,  with  the  fear  which  hath  torment;  his  prosperi- 
ty, therefore,  is  unblessed — his  adversity  is  without  comfort. 
If  more  than  this  is  the  portion  of  the  natural  man,  of  the 
man  who  hath  no  discernment  or  desire  of  the  things  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  it  can  only  be  what  he  has  in  common  with 
the  beasts  that  perish. 

But,  secondly,  when  this  world  and  all  its  delusions  come 
to  close,  when  the  inevitable  sentence  to  which  all  must  sub- 
mit makes  the  truth  of  God  victorious  over  all  the  vain  rea- 
sonings of  an  infidel  philosophy,  when  the  pride  of  opinion 
can  no  longer  bear  up  against  the  realities  which  this  hour 
brmgs  forward — what  then,  my  hearers,  are  the  consequences 
to  the  natural  man,  to  the  man  for  whom  Oheist  has  died  in 
vain,  with  whom  the  Holy  Spirit  has  striven  in  vain,  and 
GrOD  put  forth  the  whole  extent  of  his  love,  for  salvation, 
without  effect?  Shall  I  attemj^t  to  speak  of  them?  No,  im- 
agination is  exhausted  and  expression  overwhelmed  under 
the  awful  contemplation.  To  your  hearts,  to  your  conscien- 
ces, then,  I  refer  you  for  what  cannot  be  uttered,  and  may 
GoD  in  mercy  seal  his  truth  to  your  souls'  health. 
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But  sin,  that  it  might  appear  sin,  worliing  death  in  me  by  that  which  is 
good;  that  sin  by  the  commandment  might  become  exceeding  sinful. 

That  there  is  a  principle  at  work  in  the  world  which  is  in 
opposition  to  the  reason  of  our  own  minds,  to  the  peace  and 
comfort  of  society,  and  to  individual  happiness,  has  in  every 
age  of  the  world  been  the  experience  and  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  all  descriptions  of  persons.  Heathen  2)hilosopher8, 
equally  with  Christian  moralists  and  professors  of  religion, 
Iiave  united  in  one  unvarying  testimony  to  a  state  of  disorder 
in  the  moral  world — the  mind  and  afiections  of  man — as 
plainly  marked  as  that  which  is  displayed  in  the  world  called 
natural.  This  principle,  under  the  personilication  of  a  power 
or  agent  working  in  us,  is  denominated  sin,  and  is  set  forth 
in  the  Scriptures  as  the  true  and  only  cause  of  all  the  disorder 
and  misery  known  and  suffered  in  this  world,  and  of  all  that 
can  be  anticipated  by  the  conscious  objects  of  its  influence 
in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Tliis  knowledge,  hoAvever,  of  the  cause  and  of  the  connexion 
of  the  state  of  disoi'der  in  the  natural  and  moral  world,  was 
liid  from  the  Iloatlien  philosopher.  He  could  conjecture  and 
reason,  and  an  occasional  gleam  from  traditionary  revelation 
would  bring  him  to  the  confines  of  the  truth;  Init  certainty 
and  satisfaction  were  beyond  his  i*each.  Alas!  that  so  many 
Christian  moralists,  especially  the  more  modern  ones,  by 
])referring  the  rush-light  of  human  reason,  in  matters  beyond 
their  experience,  to  the  clear  and  decisive  discoveries  of  re- 
vealed truth,  should  l)e  in  no  better  case.  But  to  the  Chris- 
tian, and  to  the  Christian  only,  it  is  given,  to  trace  these  ac- 
knowledged effects  to  their  cause,  to  accouTit  for  the  connexion 
between  them,  to  understand  their  bearing  upon  himself,  and 
to  give  to  the  cause  itself  its  true  and  genuine  character,  co- 
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lor,  and  operation.  Atid  liappy  liad  it  been  for  Christian 
lands,  liad  this  their  privilege  and  advantage  been  duly  es- 
timated and  rightly  applied;  yea,  happy  will  it  be  for  that 
Christian  land,  for  that  individual  Christian,  who  will  yet 
make  this  improvement  of  what  is  so  freely  bestowed  upon 
them. 

That  it  may  be  thus  considered  and  applied  by  that  por- 
tion of  Christian  people  who  are  now  present,  is  my  desire 
and  design.  And,  as  we  cannot  rightly  appreciate  the  ad- 
vantages of  revelation  and  the  obligations  of  religion,  with- 
out considering  deeply  what  it  is  that  has  rendered  revealed 
religion  and  instituted  means  of  grace  necessary  to  us,  and 
an  interposition  of  heaven's  mercy  in  our  behalf,  whatever  is 
calculated  to  bring  our  thoughts  to  act  upon  so  essential  a 
part  of  our  religious  and  moral  C(,)nditiou,  must  be  helpful  to 
us — must  be  proiitable  to  our  souls. 

To  this  end,  nothing,  ni  my  judgment,  can  conti-ibute  so 
effectually  as  a  serious  consideration  of  the  nature,  influence, 
and  consequences,  of  sin  as  a  component  part  of  our  fallen 
frame,  exerting  a  constraining  power  over  us,  and  operating 
to  our  ruin  now  and  for  ever.  And  though  this  is  a  subject 
on  which  most  will  suppose  that  they  need  nothing,  either  to 
inform  or  impress  them,  I  am  well  persuaded  of  the  conti'ary. 
I  am  fully  convinced,  that  there  is  no  one  subject,  religion 
itself  excepted,  on  which  there  are  such  vague  and  unsettled 
notions,  or  on  which  men  so  readily  content  themselves  with 
admission  in  the  gross,  and  with  disregard  in  the  particulars. 

What,  let  me  ask,  is  more  universally  admitted  as  existing 
and  operating  to  our  destruction?  And  yet,  how  few,  in 
comparison,  are  engaged  in  breaking  its  chain  and  escaping 
from  its  snare?  What  more  common  with  all  classes  of  men, 
even  with  those  who  nudve  the  service  of  sin  their  daily  oc- 
cupation as  it  were,  than  to  admit  in  words,  its  dangerous 
and  destructive  nature,  and  yet  the  next  minute  go  in  })ui-suit 
of  some  of  its  miserable  deceits?  AVhat  more  connnon  with 
those  who  call  themselves  Christians,  with  professors  of  reli- 
gion, than  to  find  even  them  parleying  and  tampering  with 
it  in  some  unlawful  conformity  to  the  world,  in  its  vain  and 
vicious  pursuits,  and  numifesting  little  or  no  anxiety  respect- 
ing its  influence  on  their  children,  their  friends,  and  their 
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neighbors,  like  the  Pharisees  of  oh.l,  Hniiting  sin  to  the  letter 
of  the  law,  and,  if  not  forbidden  in  tlie  decalogue,  shutting 
their  eyes  to  the  spiritual  extent  of  that  holy  law. 

But  could  this  be  so,  were  the  real  malignity,  the  damning 
uature,  the  universal  inflnence,  and  the  dreadful  consetiuen- 
•ces  of  sin  felt,  and  considered,  and  realized  as  they  o\ight  to 
bel^  Could  it  be  thus  if  the  very  purpose  of  a  law  against 
sin  in  particulars,  were  borne  in  mind?  And  yet  Christians 
are  instructed  that  by  "the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin;"  and 
St.  Paul  tells  us  that  "he  had  not  known  lust,"  that  is,  the 
existence  of  sin  in  this  shape  within  him,  "except  the  law  had 
said,  Thcni  shalt  not  covet."  This  opened  up  to  him  a  mine 
of  iniquity  within,  far  beyond  the  specilic  prohibitions  of  the 
hiw,  and  made  him  feel  what  a  wretched  man  he  was  without 
the  gospel.  This  explains  to  us  how  it  is  that  "without  the 
law  sin  was  dead,"  that  is,  dormant,  not  felt  in  its  stirrings. 
How,  without  the  law,  that  is,  the  law  not  recognized,  not 
considered,  not  realized  in  the  extent  of  its  obligation,  and, 
therefore,  as  if  tiiere  was  no  law,  St.  Paul  says,  "lie  was  once 
alive,"  at  one  period  without  fear  or  apprehension  from  the 
sanctions  of  the  law  denounced  against  sin.  Under  this  view 
we  come  to  understand  how  it  is,  that  when  "the  command' 
nient  came,"  when  the  law  of  God  was  seen  in  the  purity  and 
extent  of  its  precepts,  "sin  revived  and  he  died."  Sin,  before 
dormant  and  quiet,  because  not  interrupted  by  positive  pro- 
hibition, was  thereby  roused  into  active  resistance,  and 
showed,  by  prevailing  against  the  precept,  that  however 
holy,  and  just,  and  good  the  law  was  in  itself,  it  was  never- 
theless powerless,  weak  through  the  flesh,  to  subdue  and 
coiupier  sin,  and,  therefore,  could  only  confirm  the  death  due 
to  and  denounced  against  it,  and  against  him  as  under  its 
power  and  dominion. 

In  this  experimental  delineation  of  the  awakenings  of  the 
Spikit  we  learn  to  understand,  my  brethren,  in  M'hat  sense 
"the  law  is  the  strength  of  sin."  How  it  comes  to  pass  that 
prohibition  actually  increases  the  desire  to  transgress,  and 
stirs  uj)  the  carnal  mind  to  resist  the  authority  and  the  rea- 
son of  the  law,  and  the  conscience  and  interest  of  the  sinner. 
We  are  prepared  to  meet  the  apostle  in  the  question  preced- 
ing the  text,  to  perceive  a  purpose  in  the  law  itself  which, 
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otherwise,  we  should  not  have  thought  of,  and  thus  to  find 
the  law  onr  schoolmaster,  to  bring  ns  to  Christ  for  that  grace, 
without  which  sin  must  continue  its  mastery  over  us;  shut- 
ting us  out  forever  from  God,  and  delivering  us  over  to  his 
wrath.  "Was,  then,  that  which  is  good  made  death  unto 
me?"  says  the  apostle.  Was  it  the  purpose  of  the  law  of  God 
to  increase  our  misery,  by  showing  the  utter  hopelessness  of 
fiiltilling  its  requirements  and  escaping  its  penalty?  "God 
forbid."  No.  "But  sin,  that  it  might  appear  sin,  working 
death  in  me  by  that  which  is  good,  that  sin  by  the  command- 
ment might  become  exceeding  sinful" — that,  being  shown  in 
its  true  colors  by  an  express  command  against  it,  the  guilt  of 
its  commission  might  be  aggravated,  and  men,  deterred  from 
its  hateful  and  ruinous  j^ractice,  might  be  awakened  to  the 
danger,  and  drawn  to  the  only  remedy  against  its  power,  in 
the  grace  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our 'Lord. 

The  text  being  thus  explained,  in  connexion  with  the  con- 
text, and  the  apparent  difficulty,  from  the  manner  of  expres- 
sion, removed,  I  will  now  proceed  to  enforce  the  weighty 
warning  and  instruction  contained  in  it,  by  considering, 

First,  the  nature  of  sin. 

Secondly,  the  extent  of  its  influence. 

Thirdly,  the  consequences  both  present  and  future;  and, 
then. 

Close  with  an  application  of  the  whole. 

I.  First,  I  am  to  consider  the  nature  of  sin. 

Sin,  in  its  nature,  is  opposition  to  God,  actual  hatred  of 
and  enmity  to  liis  purity  and  holiness.  It  must,  therefore, 
be  the  chief  evil,  and,  as  such,  the  abhorrence  of  the  Chief 
Good.  ISO  language  can  express  it  more  truly,  no  deline- 
ation can  describe  it  more  exactly,  or  enable  us  to  realize 
more  fully  its  detestable  qualities,  in  all  the  darkness  of  their 
malignity. 

Again:  sin,  in  its  nature,  is  an  internal  principle,  seated  in 
the  heart. 

In  this  view,  sin  is  not  so  ju-operly  an  act  or  series  of  ac- 
tions, as  a  habit  or  disposition  of  the  soul.  We  are  told,  in- 
deed, in  the  word  of  God,  "that  sin  is  the  transgression  of  the 
law,"  and  it  is  so  most  certainly;  but  it  is  this  in  such  wise, 
as  the  breach  of  the  law  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  sinful 
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principle  existing  within  us.  Sin  and  transgression  stand  to 
each  other  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  elfect;  were  there  no 
sinful  principle  there  would  be  no  sinful  practice. 

This  may  be  illustrated  by  the  principle  which  obtains  in 
the  administration  of  civil  laM's. 

In  the  case  of  unlawful  killing,  the  overt  act  of  murder  is 
evidence  of  the  mains  am7nus,  the  malice  aforethought, 
which  constitutes  the  crime.  In  like  manner  of  theft,  pro- 
fancnoss,  and  any  other  forbidden  act.  Human  laws,  indeed, 
concern  themselves  mainly  to  repress  the  outward  action,  and 
when  this  is  not  committed,  they  have  no  operation.  The 
divine  law,  on  the  contrary,  takes  cognizance  of  the  intention, 
the  disposition  which  gives  birth  to  the  action;  it  most 
pointedly  forbids  and  condemns  the  sinful  act,  but  reserves 
a  deeper  condemnation  for  the  hostile  principle  to  God  and 
goodness  thereby  manifested. 

Once  more:  sin  in  its  nature  is  a  unit,  and  is,  therefore,  in- 
dependent of  more  or  less  in  the  outward  evidences  of  its 
existence.  It  is  not  the  number  or  the  magnitude  of  trans- 
gressions which  constitutes  sin;  these  are  only  the  evidences 
of  the  greater  or  less  degree  of  the  power  it  has  over  us.  Tlie 
principle  of  opposition  to  God  is  as  truly  manifested  by  one 
as  by  one  hundred  transgressions,  just  as  one  murder  as  com- 
pletely determines  the  presence  of  malice,  as  any  number 
could  do;  not  that  the  degree  of  guilt  from  one  transgression, 
either  in  the  sight  of  God  or  man,  is  as  gi*eat  as  from  many, 
but  that  it  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact.  And  this  is  the 
ground  and  the  reason  of  the  Scripture  declaration,  "whoso- 
ever shall  keep  tlie  whole  law  and  yet  oft'end  in  one  point, 
lie  is  guilty  of  all." 

II.  Secondly,  I  am  to  consider  the  extent  of  its  influence. 

Alas,  my  hearers,  where,  in  the  boundary  of  this  poor 
world,  fihall  we  And  the  spot  free  from  the  influence  of  sin! 
We  shift  from  place  to  place,  we  change  occupation  and  pur- 
suit, we  flee  to  new  and  unexplored  countries;  but  we  cannot 
escape  from  ourselves, — sin  goes  with  us — we  carry  it  in  our 
hearts- — it  follows  us  like  a  shadow.  Alas!  that  it  should  be 
60  favorite  a  companion. 

Its  influence,  then,  may  be  pronounced  universal.  To  love 
it  in  some  shape  is  the  taint  and  infection  it  hath  brought 
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upon  our  nature;  to  yield  to  its  temptations,  yea,  to  liunt  out 
its  short  lived  perishing  pleasures,  madly  to  pluck  and  eat 
this  forbidden  fruit,  is  the  pregnant  evidence  of  its  all-per- 
vading presence. 

What  stage  of  our  being  is  free  from  its  influence?  Alas! 
before  we  can  fairly  be  considered  accountable  beings,  its 
buds  appear,  its  blossoms  open,  its  fruit  forms.  It  takes  the 
start  of  I'eason,  and,  too  often,  it  keeps  the  track.  When 
reason,  lagging  behind,  comes  up,  what  can  it  do  with  this 
mighty  foe,  who  holds  the  reins  and  drives  the  passions  head- 
long to  present  enjoyment?  Its  powers  are  weakened,  its 
perceptions  darkened,  its  will  perverted  by  the  very  adver- 
sary it  has  to  hold  in  check;  it  can  see  tlie  good,  but  how  to 
do  it  it  finds  not;  it  may  say,  drive  not  so  madly,  but  the  law 
in  the  members  is  stronger  than  the  law  of  the  mind;  it  may 
say  sto]),  and  stop  it  may  in  one  direction,  secure  of  another 
in  which  its  influence,  though  less  obvious,  will  be  equally  sure. 
Oh!  w])at  a  Proteus  is  this  ever  present  enen)y,  even  with 
the  aid  of  divine  revelation,  by  which  all  its  deceits  are  ex- 
posed, all  its  dangers  declared,  and  through  which  help  is 
offered  against  this  enemy.  How  feeble  and  powerless  is 
this  boasted  defence  against  the  influence  of  sin!  If  this  is 
not  so,  how  comes  it  to  pass  that  so  many  of  those  now  be- 
fore me,  both  men  and  women,  who  have  reason,  who  have 
revelation,  who  have  warning,  are  yet  the  servants  of  sin  in 
some  of  its  multifarious  deceits?  Is  there  no  opposition  to 
God  in  the  hearts  of  those  who,  instead  of  remembering  their 
Creator  in  the  days  of  their  youth,  rush  into  evei\v  folly  and 
vanity  wJiich  the  world  si)reads  l)ef(ire  them,  and  drown  the 
care  of  the  soul  in  the  vortex  of  dissipation?  Is  there  no 
enmity  to  the  purity  and  holiness  of  God  in  those  who  sow 
to  the  flesh,  and,  in  the  lusts  of  uncleaniiess  and  the  brutish- 
ness  of  intemperance,  set  reason  and  religion  Ijotli  at  defiance? 
Is  tliere  no  mark  of  the  cai'nal  mind  in  those  who  coolly  and 
<lecently  labor  and  strive  for  a  portion  in  this  life;  good, 
•orderly,  moi-al,  church  or  meeting  going  ]>eople — God  not  in 
all  their  thoughts — no  fear  of  him  before  their  eyes — no  love 
•of  him  in  their  hearts — who  never  give  an  hour  to  his  service 
bej'ond  the  heartless  formality  of  a  Sumlay  forenoon?  Yea, 
even  in  the  professing  world,  is  there  no  seasoning  of  sin  in 
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drawing  near  to  God  with  the  lips  wliile  the  heart  is  far  from 
him — in  conforming  to  the  world — in  narrowing  duty — in 
neglect  of  prayer — in  selfishness — in  spiritual  pride — in  sep- 
arations and  divisions?  Above  all,  what  but  the  influence 
of  sin  can  make  professing  parents  negligent  of  the  welfare 
of  their  children's  spiritual  concerns,  or  be  content  with  a 
cold  and  occasional  admonition?  "Oh!  wi-etched  creatures 
that  we  are!  who  shall  deliver  us  from  the  body  of  this  death?" 
O,  that  I  could  hear  the  groan  echoing  from  every  heart:  for 
there  is  deliverance,  thanks  be  to  God,  there  is  deliverance 
from  the  reigning  power  of  this  tyrant;  but  it  is  not  in  man; 
it  is  not  in  any  effurt  of  liis  reason,  nor  in  any  exertion  of 
his  own  fallen,  sin-infected  powers.  God,  even  the  Almighty, 
must  put  furth  the  might  of  a  new  creation  to  quicken  us 
into  life;  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jksus  Christ,  "who  was  made 
sin  for  us  tliat  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God 
in  him,"  alone  can  stay  the  plague  and  create  a  new  heart, 
and  renew  a  right  s])ii'it  within  us:  and  the  law  of  God  with 
its  eternal  sanctiorjs;  and  the  revelation  of  Gt>D  with  its 
precious  promises;  and  the  love  of  Christ  with  its  winning 
attractions,  are  all  set  forth  with  divine  evidence,  to  awaken 
and  encourage,  and  engage  us  to  seek  the  help  that  is  in  him. 
Faith  is  the  talisman  which  strij)s  the  mask  from  sin,  snatches 
the  reins  from  her  maddening  hand,  and  delivers  them 
over  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  under  whose  holy  discipline  the 
power  of  sin  is  broken,  the  influence  of  sin  is  defeated;  old 
things  are  done  away — a  new  life  begins,  and  "the  path  of 
the  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day."  Yet,  mighty  as  is  tins  helj>,  freely 
as  it  is  offered,  and  great  as  is  our  necessity,  behold,  once 
more,  how  great  and  how  extended  is  the  influence  of  sin. 
Let  one  hour  pass,  and  where  will  these  truths  be  which  now 
fall  so  heavy  on  your  consciences?  Let  one  week  pass,  and 
to  how  many  of  you,  w'hose  eyes  are  now  cast  down  under 
the  home  truth  of  God's  faithful  word,  shall  I  be  as  one 
"that  hath  a  pleasant  voice  and  can  play  well  on  an  instru- 
ment," and  that  truth  itself  cast  down  under  the  dominion 
of  sin?  Again,  1  say,  "Oh!  wretched  men  that  we  are,  who 
shall  deliver  us  from  the  body  of  this  death?" 

That  we  may  in  earnest  seek  this  deliverance,  I  will  now 
consider  and  point  out,  as  was  proposed, 
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III.  Thirdly,  the  consequences  of  sin,  both  present  and 
future. 

That  to  sin,  pursued  and  followed  in  some  shape  by  our- 
selves or  others,  we  owe  all  the  distresses  and  miseries  of 
this  life,  is  alike  the  witness  of  revelation  and  the  result  of 
experience.  God  has  laid  his  curse  upon  sin,  and  sin,  in  the 
malignity  of  her  revenge,  transfers  her  curse  upon  man,  the 
favored  creature  of  God.  Fools  and  blind,  that  we  are,  to 
yield  ourselves  the  servants  of  this  deceiver,  against  know- 
ledge, against  warning,  against  experience,  against  help  and 
means,  freely  provided  and  held  forth,  against  the  fear  of 
hell  and  the  hope  of  heaven. 

Broken  health,  ruined  fortunes,  misery  and  crime,  are  the 
bitter  fruits  with  which  sin  repaj'S  her  votaries  in  the  present 
life.  And,  though  there  may  be  some  who,  to  appearance, 
escape  these  consequences,  and  in  success  and  enjoyment 
glitter  above  their  fellow  servants,  yet  are  these  but  excep- 
tions which  confirm  the  general  rule,  and  show  more  fear- 
fully in  the  end,  on  what  a  slippery  steep  they  stand;  for  it 
is  but  for  a  season.  Sooner  or  later  the  blast  overtakes  them, 
the  sand  gives  way  under  them,  their  master  deceives  them 
and  pays  their  faithful  services  with  his  only  wages — shame 
and  contempt,  poverty  and  nakedness,  remorse  and  despair, 
disease  and  death. 

But  were  outward  calamity  and  suffering  all  we  had  to 
dread  in  yielding  to  the  deceits  of  sin,  though  a  dear  price 
for  its  perishing  gratifications,  the  folly  and  madness  of  the 
clioice  would  not  be  so  great;  there  might  be  a  sort  of  balance 
struck  between  the  price  and  the  purchase,  as  concerns  the 
present  life,  and  the  arithmetic  of  the  sinner  would  cast  it 
up  in  his  own  favor.  When,  however,  we  must  take  into 
the  account  the  inward  misery  that  follows  in  the  accusa- 
tions of  conscience,  the  gnawings  of  guilt,  the  fear  that  hath 
torment,  tiie  anticipations  of  judgment,  an  offended  God, 
and  a  rejected  Saviour,  what  is  there  in  the  utmost  range  of 
sinful  enjoyment  to  balance  this  mental  agony?  Oh!  how 
gladly  would  the  sufferer  give  it  all  back  for  one  moment's 
ease,  for  a  single  hour  of  peace  from  the  gnawings  of  the 
worm  that  never  dies.  "But  there  is  no  peace,  saith  my 
God,  to  the  wicked." 
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There  is  yet  tinother  consequence  of  sin  in  the  present  life, 
uiy  liearers,  more  common,  more  destructive,  and  not  as 
much  considered  as  it  ought  to  be,  which  I  will  mention,  and 
that  is  the  eflect  produced  by  negligence  and  delay  in  for- 
saking the  ways  of  sin.  Now  this  is  universally  a  deadening 
of  the  feelings,  a  hardening  of  the  heart,  a  callousness  of  the 
conscience,  almost  hopeless  to  any  religious  impression.  This 
is  a  condition  more  dangerous  than  even  that  of  the  outbreak- 
ing profligate  sinner,  inasmuch  as  the  one  may  be  alarmed 
and  arrested  by  the  very  madness  of  his  folly,  while  the  other 
dreams  on  under  the  sleep  of  sin;  and  as  this  is  the  case  witb 
the  more  orderly  and  decent  part  of  society,  who  give  some 
countenance  to  religion,  but  go  no  further,  it  is  both  more 
common  and  more  destructive  to  souls  than  any  other  deceit. 

If  I  were  to  name  the  most  general  and  destructive  sin  in 
my  knowledge,  I  would  at  once  name  procrastination — the 
jmtting  off  till  to-morrow,  tlie  neglect  of  warnings,  the  being 
false  to  the  voice  of  conscience.  And  as  the  very  act  is  and 
ought  to  be  full  proof  that  we  prefer  sin,  that  sin  reigns,  no 
other  conseqnence  can  follow^,  than  deeper  subjection  to  its 
power,  and  greater  estrangement  from  God.  What,  let  me 
ask  this  congregation  of  Christian  people,  ought  to  be  the 
course  of  every  one  of  them,  under  the  information  and  grace 
of  the  gospel?  Ought  they  to  sit  still,  folding  their  hands 
like  the  sluggard,  and  waiting  passively  to  be  converted? 
Ought  they  to  continue  in  the  active  service  of  sin,  in  the 
miserable  delusion  of  repenting  hereafter?  Or  ought  every 
one  of  them  to  be  up  and  doing  now,  while  it  is  called  to-day; 
not  conferring  wdtli  flesh  and  blood,  but  breaking  ofl'  their 
sins  by  repentance,  and  their  iniquities  by  righteousness, 
laboring  and  striving  to  make  their  calling  and  election  sure? 
Can  one  hour's  delay  in  such  a  case  be  justified?  And  yet, 
who  among  you  will  act  upon  the  verdict  conscience  now 
brings  in  against  yourselves,  before  God  the  Judge?  Alas! 
alas!  that,  turn  which  way  we  will,  the  influence  of  sin  meets 
us,  and  casts  its  damning  veil  over  truth  and  reason,  and  con- 
science and  revelation.  But  will  this  excuse  us?  No,  my 
dear  hearers,  it  will  rather  condemn  us.  For  it  is  the  very 
point  heaven  is  in  conflict  with,  wdiich  Christ  died  to  save 
us  from,  and  which  the  grace  of  God  is  given  us  to  overcome. 
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Pat  forth  an  effort,  tlieii,  against  this  enemy.  With  prayer 
for  grace,  make  trial  of  the  means  which  God  has  provided 
in  Christ  Jesus,  and  promised  to  bless.  You  owe  it  to  the 
goodness  of  God;  you  owe  it  to  the  love  of  Christ;  yon  owe 
it  to  yonr  own  souls.  For,  says  nnchangeable  truth,  "except 
ye  repent  ye  shall  perish,"  which  is  tlie  future  consequence 
of  sin  unrepented,  unforsaken. 

That  the  enemy  of  God  should  be  forever  shut  out  from  his 
presence,  we  are  prepared,  by  natural  equity,  to  acknowledge 
and  feel  to  be  just.  The  sinner,  then,  continuing  such,  must 
surrender  all  liope  of  happiness  liereafter.  Yet  sin  tlie  de- 
ceiver will  wliisper,  be  not  afraid,  God  is  merciful — Christ 
has  died — you  will  escape  somehow — at  any  rate  you  can 
repent  liereafter. 

That  the  rebel,  lying  at  the  mercy  of  Omnipotence,  wlio 
rejects  oifered  mercy,  and  spurns  from  him  pardon  and  I'e- 
ward,  deserves  punishment  in  its  severest  form,  our  own  sense 
of  justice  pronounces  right.  The  sinner,  tlien,  continuing 
such,  under  the  offered  mercy,  pardon,  and  grace  of  the  gos- 
pel, passes  his  own  sentence,  and  must  go  away  into  perdi- 
tion by  the  judgment  of  liis  own  lips.  For  to  be  for  ever 
shut  out  from  God,  and  endure  the  infliction  of  liis  wrath,  is 
perdition;  yet  the  enemy  of  God  and  man  will  argue,  as  in 
the  beginning,  "ye  sliall  not  surely  die;"  God  M-ill  not  punish 
a  finite  ofl'ence  with  an  infinite  punishment;  sin  is  not  that 
hateful  thing  the  ministers  of  Christ  represent  it,  but  a  thing 
to  be  desired,  Avhicli  will  add  to  your  present  happiness,  en- 
large the  sphere  of  your  knowledge,  and  extend  your  experi- 
ence of  life.  And  sits  there  the  man  before  me  whom  the 
enemy  has  not  encountered  in  this  guise?  Sits  there  the  man 
or  woman  before  me,  who  has  not  held  this  parley  Avith  sin, 
and  yielded  to  this  sophistry,  and  put  forth  the  rebellious 
hand  and  plucked  and  eaten  of  this  forbidden  fruit?  And  sits 
there,  then,  one  before  me  who  has  not  incurred  the  penalty 
denounced  against  sin  by  the  law  of  God? — "The  soul  that 
sinneth  it  shall  die."  And  what  constitutes  the  death  of  the 
soul?  Not  extinction  of  being — the  image  of  God's  eternity 
must  needs  be  immortal;  it  cannot  die  in  that  sense  in  which 
the  mortal  body  is  resolved  into  its  original  dust.  The  death 
of  the  soul,  then,  must  consist  in  privation  of  that  good  for 
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■which  it  was  formed,  in  suffering  tljat  evil  wliich  it  ]jas  wil- 
fully followed,  and  in  enduring  that  |)uui.shiiient  which  is  set 
forth  in  the  torments  of  endless  despair  and  everlasting  burn- 
ings, "where  the  worm  dieth  not  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched." 
Nov,',  my  friends,  have  you  ever  ti'ied  to  realize  perdition 
under  any  shape?  Have  you  ever  reflected  on  an  eternity  of 
suffering,  measured  in  its  degree  onl}'  b}'  the  unlimited  j)Ower 
of  Omnipotence,  and  in  its  duration,  by  the  capacity'  of  ark 
immortal  soul,  in  a  body  rendered  imperishable  to  this  very 
end?  O,  if  you  never  have,  let  what  has  now  been  said  awa- 
ken you  to  the  solemn  meditation,  and  lead  you  to  a  profita- 
ble application  of  this  warning,  and  of  the  deliverance  within 
your  reach. 

To  the  conscience,  to  the  reason,  to  the  experience,  then, 
of  every  soul  now  present,  let  me  ap])eal. 

Is  this  testimony  of  God's  word,  a  true  and  faithfal  witness 
on  the  subject  before  us?     Do  reason,  and  experience,  and 
conscience,  all  unite  in  confirming  this  to  be  the  true  condi- 
tion of  fallen  man? — "carnal,  sold  under  sin."     Are  we  all 
conscious  of  "a  law  in  our  members,  warring  against  the  law 
of  our  minds?"     Have  we  the  experience,   "that  when  we 
would  do  good  evil  is  present  with  us?"     Do  we  not  see  the 
good,  and  approve  of  the  good,  and  yet  find  not  how  to  do  it? 
And  is  not  this  sufficient  to  convince  us  that  there  is  an 
enemy  within,  which  must  be  dispossessed  before  the  divine 
image  can  be  renewed  in  our  hearts?     Is  it  not  of  sufficient 
weight  to  interest  and  engage  every  being  capable  of  thought, 
in  this  spiritual  contest?     "Awake,  then,  thou  that  slee])est,. 
and  arise  from  the  dead,  and   Curist  shall  give  thee  light." 
Awake,  and  look  thy  condition  in  the  face.     Be  no  longer 
Llinded  by  the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  but  learn  the  full  extent 
of  this  mighty  undoing — that  Jesus  Christ,  and  liim  cruci- 
fied, may  be  the  anchor  of  hope  to  thy  soul.     He  came  to* 
])Ut  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself.     He  came  to  pur- 
chase mercy  and  grace  for  sinners  penitent  and  believing. 
He  came  to  destroy  death,   and  him  that  had  the  power  of 
death,  and  having  finished  the  work  he  had  undertaken  for 
us  men,  and  for  our  salvation,  he  calls  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  to  come  unto  him  and  be  saved.     "To-day,  then,  if  ye 
will  hear  kis  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts."    Think  not 
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lightly  of  that  which  cost  the  Son  of  God  liis  life,  to  stay  the 
sentence  gone  forth  against  it,  and  purchase  a  reprieve  for 
sinDers.  Trifle  not  with  the  mortal  disease  which  rankles  in 
every  fibre  of  soul  and  body  with  the  contagion  of  eternal 
death — but  come  to  the  great  physician  of  souls,  wlio  alone 
can  arrest  its  progress  and  deprive  it  of  its  virulence.  Come 
to  the  fountain  opened  for  sin  and  uncleanness  in  the  blood 
of  Christ,  which  taketh  awa}^  the  sins  of  the  workl.  Come 
to  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  M'hich  renews  the  heart  and  re- 
forms the  life.  Hear  liis  faithful  promise — "sin  shall  not 
have  dominion  over  you" — and  let  it  impart  strength  to  the 
sin-sick  soul,  to  pray  and  not  to  faint.  Hear  his  awful 
threatenings — "As  for  these  mine  enemies,  who  would  not 
have  me  to  reign  over  them,  bring  them  hither,  and  slay 
them  before  my  face;"  and  let  it  startle  every  delaying,  par- 
leying sinner,  to  count  the  cost  at  which  lie  is  trifling  with 
eternity.  "0  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  understood  this, 
that  they  would  consider  their  latter  end."  Merciful  God! 
unstop  their  ears,  unclose  their  eyes,  take  the  veil  from  their 
hearts,  "that  they  may  learn  the  things  which  make  for  their 
peace,  before  they  are  for  ever  hid  from  their  eyes,  and 
iniquity  prove  their  everlasting  ruin."  ** 
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Wherefore,  as  by  one  man   sin  entered   into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin; 
and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned. 

Hud  lieavenly  wisdom  never  declared  it  to  us,  the  cause  of 
that  sin  and  misery  here,  and  of  that  eternal  condemnation 
hereafter,  to  which  we  are  all  liable,  my  hearers,  must  for 
ever  have  remained  hid  from  us,  and  aggravated  the  suffer- 
ings of  time,  by  the  hopelessness  of  any  relief  from  them, 
even  by  the  release  of  death.  And  it  is  but  to  consider  the 
close  connexion  of  what  is  revealed  with  our  original  inward 
impressions — the  bearing  it  has  upon  our  actual  condition, 
and  the  universal  relief  it  administers  to  our  most  pressing 
anxieties,  to  endear  to  our  hearts  the  comfortable  and  blessed 
light  which  the  gospel  sheds  over  the  dreary  scene  of  this 
prison-house  of  sinners.  I  say  univei'sal  relief,  for  even  the 
sinner  himself,  though  at  w^ar  with  God  and  the  word  of  his 
grace,  yet  by  a  perversion  without  a  parallel,  takes  comfort, 
from  the  discoveries  therein  made,  against  the  horror  and  de- 
spair which  must  otherwise  haunt  every  moment  of  cool  re- 
flection. And  I  appeal  to  tlie  law  M^ritten  in  the  heart  of 
every  sinner  present,  whether  he  is  not  thereby  condenmed 
already;  and  to  the  knowledge  which  his  education  in  a 
Christian  land  has  given  him  of  Jesus  Cueist,  whether  he 
makes  him  not  the  minister  of  sin,  by  a  loose,  inconsiderate 
expectation,  that  notwithstanding  his  heart  condemns  him, 
and  the  law  of  God  condemns  him,  and  the  gospel  of  Christ 
condemns  him,  yet  somehow  or  another,  God's  mercy  will 
excuse  and  acquit  him  at  the  judgment  of  the  great  day. 

If  this  be  true — and  I  fear  not  the  answer  that  can  be 
given  to  it — it  confirms  the  leading  truth  of  revelation,  set 
forth  in  my  text,  of  the  fallen,  ruined  condition  of  our  nature, 
of  the  misery  of  our  state,  as  aliens  from  God,  and  enemies 
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to  his  purity  and  holiness,  and  of  the  hopelessness  of  our 
prospects  from  any  thing  in  ourselves.  For  surely  that  per- 
son who  sees  the  good,  yet  finds  not  how  to  do  it,  who  does 
the  evil  whicli  the  law  of  his  own  mind  and  the  law  of  God 
alike  condemn  him  for,  and,  in  such  circumstances,  turns 
with  contempt  and  disgust  from  the  oifer  of  grace  and  niercy 
procured  for  him  by  the  merits  of  another,  must  have  lost  the 
original  character  impressed  on  him  by  his  Creator. 

Could  this  be  doubted,  the  prevalence  of  the  self-righteous 
principle  in  fellen  man  would  confirm  it;  than  which,  the 
pride  which  ruins  us,  never  sent  forth  a  more  destructive 
scion — for  it  consists  in  that  presumptuous  sense  of  his  own 
worthiness,  of  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  of  the  moral  recti- 
tude of  his  life,  which  betrays  the  sinner  into  meeting  the  re- 
quirements of  God's  holy  law,  without  a  shield  from  that  in- 
finite justice  which  demands,   for  every  infraction    of  its 
purity,  the  tremendous  vindication  of  eternal  death.     And  it 
is  at  once  a  curious,  instructive,  and  humbling  exercise,  to 
trace  the  workings  of  it  in  the  heart,  to  consider  how  it  pre- 
vails by  the  flattery  of  its  a])proaches;  how  it  wards  ofi"  or  dis- 
arms the  testimony  of  the  sinner's  own  heart  to  the  guilt  of 
his  life,  balancing  many  directly  sinful  actions  by  one  or 
more  real  virtues  or  amiable  traits  of  constitutional  character. 
It  is  true,  will  it  say,  you  are  profane  in  your  conversation, 
but  it  is  only  habit,  there  is  no  malignity  in  your  heart;  you 
are  lewd  in  your  conduct,  but  you  are  just  in  your  dealings 
and  true  to  your  word;  you  doubt  whether  you  love  God,  but 
you  show  that  you  do  so  in  the  best  sense,  for  you  are  friend- 
ly, liberal,  and  humane — you  are  charitable  to  the  poor,  and 
charity,  you  know,  covers  the  multitude  of  sins.     There  is  no 
occasion  for  uneasiness.     If  persons  of  your  correct  deport- 
ment are  in  danger  of  damnation,  who,  then,  can  be  saved? 
And  thus  are  thousands  content  to  be  hoodwinked  by  the 
ruinous  sophistry,  tljat  because  they  are  not  the  veriest  pro- 
fligates that  disgrace  human  nature,  they  are,  therefore,  in  a 
safe  way  of  salvation,  and  this  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  mis- 
givings of  their  own  hearts,  that  all  is  not  right  for  eternity. 
But  should  these  misgivings  of  mind  be  happily  of  a  deeper 
and  more  hopeful  nature,  so  as  not  to  sufier  them  to  rest 
satisfied  with  such  commonplace  defences;  this  evil  spirit  has 
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Still  further  resources  of  the  same  description.  Should  the 
sinner  really  admit  that  he  is  such,  it  can  tell  him  that  we 
are  all  sinners  in  the  sight  of  God;  that  as  fallen  creatures  we 
cannot  be  otherwise;  that  God  does  not  expect  or  require  per- 
fection from  such;  that  he  has  given  his  Son  Jesus  Cnuisx  to 
atone  for  our  sins,  and  supply  all  the  deficiencies  of  our  frail 
and  imperfect  endeavors;  that  he  only  requires  us  to  be  sorry 
for  our  sins,  to  confess  them,  and  trust  in  him  for  the  pardon 
of  them.  And  thus  do  multitudes  stifle  the  convictions  of  a 
better  spirit,  and  settle  down  upon  the  sandy  foundation  of 
their  own  righteousness,  as  far  as  it  will  go,  and  the  mercy  of 
God,  with  or  without  Jssrs  Cukist,  as  it  happens,  for  the 
balance.  But,  all  this  while,  what  God  himself  hath  de- 
clared is  unheeded;  his  acknowledged  word  lies  unopened, 
unconsulted;  his  clear  and  express  testimony  that  there  is 
salvation  for  the  race  of  Adam  only  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
"whom  God  hath  made  to  be  sin  for  us,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him,"  and  that  the  justice 
of  God  can  no  otherwise  harmonize  with  his  mercy,  in  the 
justification  even  of  a  penitent  sinner,  than  as  that  sinner  is 
found  united  in  Christ  by  a  living  faith,  is  wholly  disregarded. 

i^ow  let  me  ask  this  congregation  of  Christian  peo2:)le,  do 
not  those  who  thus  act  under  the  known  and  dread  alterna- 
tive of  eternal  glory  or  everlasting  misery,  set  their  seal  to 
the  truth  of  the  doctrine  contained  in  my  text,  and  demon- 
strate, not  merely  tiie  fact  as  revealed  in  the  word  of  God, 
but  the  desperate  and  deceitful  nature  of  the  malady  under 
which  we  all  labor,  and  from  which  a  heavenly  physician 
alone  can  recover  us. 

But  as  they  that  are  whole,  or  think  themselves  so,  can 
liardly  be  persuaded  to  apply  to  the  means  of  help  and  heal- 
ing, and  as  no  danger  is  so  great  as  that  which  really  im- 
pends over  us,  but  is  neither  seen  or  regarded,  I  shall  en- 
deavor, with  God's  good  help  and  blessing,  so  to  apply  the 
text  as  to  demonstrate  from  the  express  declarations  of  God's 
word,  from  the  confessions  and  acknowledgments  of  all  holy 
men  in  all  ages,  and  from  the  actual  condition  of  all  present, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  us  to  warrant  our  meeting  the  judg- 
ment of  God  in  our  righteousness,  or  to  propitiate  his  favor 
for  our  sins  and  imperfections. 


Zo  SIN   AND    DEATH. 

"Wherefore,  as  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world  and 
death  bj  sin;  and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men  for  that  all 
have  sinned." 

I.  First,  the  express  declarations  of  God's  word. 

Tlie  Holt  Ghost  who  inspired  the  writing  of  the  Scrip- 
tures of  our  faith,  is  in  nothing  more  earnest  than  to  do  away 
all  occasion  for  pride  and  vain  glory  in  the  creature.     And 
this,  I  am  persuaded,  from  the  knowledge,  that  of  all  our 
other  rices,  it  is  the  most  deeply  rooted  in  human  nature, 
and  the  most  ruinous  to  our  souls.  The  book  of  God,  accord- 
ingly,  abounds  witli  most  pointed  lessons  against  the  fatal 
consequences  of  this  inveterate  principle,  and  to  teach  us 
that  humility  which  is  the  only  entrance  to  all-saving  know- 
ledge, sets  before  us  the  lowly  original  of  our  nature.     "The 
Lord  God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground."  And  when 
sin  had  deprived  him  of  the  image  of  God  impressed  upon 
this  dust;  when  rebellion  had  driven  him  out  from  tlie  presence 
of  his  Maker,  condemned  to  toil  and  labor,  exposed  to  sorrow 
and  suffering,  disease  and  death,  his  sentence  was  so  ex- 
pressed as  to  remind  him,  would  he  but  hear  it,  of  his  lowly 
origin.     "In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  bread  till 
thou  return  to  the  ground:  for  out  of  it  wert  thou  taken:  for 
dust  thou  art  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return."     Here,  as  in 
a  glass,  my  friends,  we  may  see  our  humble  origin,  and  learn 
how  much  lower  sin  hath  degraded  us;  here  we  may  under- 
stand that  pride  was  not  made  for  man;  that  however  rich  or 
great,  or  noble  or  wise,  it  is  in  fact  but  earth  and  dust  in  its 
short  progress  to  dust  again;  tliat  however  fair,  or  beauteous, 
or  lovely,  it  is  but  a  clod  of  the  valley  clothed  with  flowers, 
which  shall  wither  and  fade  like  the  grass  of  the  field;  and 
that  however  imposing  the  exterior  may  be,  if  not  quickened 
and  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  the  greatest  and  the 
fairest  among  us  is  not  only  tlie  prey  of  death,  but  outcast 
from  God  and  fuel  for  everlasting  burnings. 

But  it  is  in  the  effect  of  sin  upon  the  soul  that  the  word  of 
God  is  most  express  in  pointing  out  its  deadly  consequences 
— that  it  se^jarated  it  for  ever  from  all  communion  and  inter- 
course with  its  maker — that  it  obliterated  every  divine  and 
heavenly  impression  stamped  on  it  by  its  Creator,  when  it 
came  forth  at  his  bidding  "very  good,"  to  inhabit  the  body 
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prepared  for  it;  and  thougli  immortal  in  its  nature,  became 
so  depraved  and  perverted  as  to  relish  only  the  perishing  de- 
lights of  time  and  sense.  Hear  tlie  witness  of  the  Spikit  of 
God  to  this  humbling  truth.  "God  saw  that  tlie  wickedness 
of  man  was  great  in  tlie  earth,  and  that  every  imagination  of 
the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually."  "The 
earth  also  M'as  corrupt  before  God,  and  the  earth  was  lilled 
with  violence;  for  all  flesh  had  corrupted  his  way  ui)on  the 
earth."  "The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the 
children  of  men,  to  see  if  there  were  any  that  did  understand, 
and  seek  God?  Every  one  of  them  is  gone  back,  they  are 
altogether  become  iilthy,  there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no 
not  one."  "There  is  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes."  "The 
fool  hath  said  in  his  heart  there  is  no  God."  "Thou  thoughtest 
that  I  was  altogether  such  an  one  as  thyself,  but  I  will  re- 
prove thee,  and  set  thy  wickedness  in  order  before  thine 
eyes."  Thus,  before  the  flood,  and  under  the  Old  Testan^ent 
dispensation  after  it,  is  there  one  unvarying  testimony  to  the 
iidierent  depravity  of  fallen  man;  and  the  history  we  have  of 
liis  conduct,  both  in  the  Scriptures  and  elsewhere,  proves 
that  it  is  a  true  and  faithful  witness. 

But,  is  there  no  difference,  it  may  be  asked,  under  the 
gospel,  under  the  "grace  and  truth  which  came  by  Jesus 
Christ?"  Alas!  no.  He  is  yet  the  same  creature,  sprung 
from  the  same  corrupt  root,  and  brings  with  him  into  the 
world  the  same  mortal  taint  and  infection.  Hear  him  who 
knew  what  is  in  man,  and  poured  out  his  soul  unto  death  to 
redeem  him  from  eternal  deatli.  "There  is  none  good  but 
one,  tluit  is  God."  'That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh.' 
"Except  a  man  be  born  again  he  cannot  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  God.'  'The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God,  for  it 
is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.'  'The 
natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Srmrr  of  (tod, 
for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him,  neither  can  he  know  them, 
because  they  are  spiritually  discerned.'  'All  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  Now  let  me  ask,  are  tliese 
tlie  true  saj'ings  of  God?  If  they  are,  their  influence  is  this 
moment  at  work  in  this  congregation,  and  the  spirit  of  every 
self-rigliteous  sinner  present  rises  against  them,  and  is  con- 
triving to  elude  the  verdict  of  conscience  in  their  favor. 
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But  you  do  it  at  your  peril,  for  it  proves  the  very  point  I  am 
striving  to  bring  liome  to  your  hearts.  O  that  God  would  be 
pleased  to  open  them,  that  the  truth  naay  not  prove  the 
savor  of  death  unto  death. 

It  may  be  said,  however,  that  these  are  allegorical  expres- 
sions, not  to  be  taken  according  to  the  strictness  of  the  letter, 
but  with  the  necessary  allowances  for  the  florid  and  figura- 
tive style  of  Eastern  writings.  But  in  such  case,  of  what 
value  or  authority  would  the  Scriptures  be,  as  the  fixed  and 
only  rule  of  faith  and  pi-actice?  Who  does  not  see,  that  on 
this  principle  all  dependence  on  Scripture  is  done  away? 
Heaven  and  hell  may  be  an  allegory,  as  well  as  these  revolt- 
ing but  saving  truths.  To  try  this  subterfuge  of  unbelief, 
pride,  and  self-righteousness,  by  the  only  safe  rule,  let  us, 
in  tiie 

II.  Second  place,  hear  the  confessions  and  acknowledg- 
ments of  all  holy  men  in  all  ages. 

To  begin  with  Job,  who  certainly  confided  more  in  the 
righteousness  of  his  life,  for  the  assurance  of  God's  favor, 
than  could  be  allowed  under  the  light  of  the  gospel.  What 
is  the  testimony  of  this  approved  man  to  this  point:  "How 
should  man  be  just  witJj  God?  If  he  will  contend  with  him 
he  cannot  answer  him  one  of  a  thousand,  how  much  less 
shall  I  answer  him,  and  ciioose  out  my  words  to  reason  with 
him  wh(;m  thougii  I  were  righteous  yet  would  I  not  answer, 
but  I  would  make  supplication  to  my  judge.  If  I  justify 
myself  mine  own  mouth  shall  condemn  me:  if  I  say,  I  am 
perfect,  it  shall  also  prove  me  perverse.  Thougli  I  were  per- 
fect yet  would  I  not  know  my  soul,  I  would  des])ise  my  life. 
If  I  wash  myself  with  snow  water  and  make  my  hands  never 
so  clean,  yet  shalt  thou  plunge  me  in  the  ditch  and  mine 
own  clothes  sliall  abhor  me.  Who  can  bring  a  clean  tiling 
out  of  an  unclean?  Not  one.  How,  then,  can  man  be  justi- 
fied with  God?  Or  how  can  he  be  clean  that  is  born  of  a 
woman?  Behold  even  to  the  moon,  and  it  shineth  not,  yea, 
the  stars  are  not  pure  in  his  sight,  how  much  less  man,  that 
is  a  worm,  and  the  son  of  man  which  is  a  worm?*'  And  at 
the  close  of  his  trial,  when  it  pleased  God  to  turn  his  mourn- 
ing into  rejoicing,  and  make  a  clearer  manifestation  of  him- 
self to  his  righteous  servant,  what  was  the  effect?     Deeper 
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liumiliation  and  self-abasement.  "I  have  liearJ  of  thee  by 
the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  mine  eyeseeth  thee,  where- 
fore, 1  abhor  myself  and  re})ent  in  dust  and  ashes." 

What  is  the  confession  of  David,  the  man  after  God's  own 
heart,  an  inspired  prophet,  and  a  type  of  the  Messiah:  "Be- 
hold I  was  shapen  in  iniquity  and  in  sin  did  my  mother  con- 
ceive me."  "Wlio  can  tell  how  oft  he  offendeth."  "O  cleanse 
thou  me  from  my  secret  faults."  "Enter  not  into  judgment 
with  thy  servant,  O  Lokd,  for  in  thy  sight  shall  no  man  living 
be  justified." 

"What  acknowledgment  doth  Daniel  make  in  this  behalf — 
a  man  whom  his  very  enemies  admitted  they  could  find  no 
occasion  against,  unless  they  found  it  concerning  the  law  of 
God.  "O  Lokd  the  great  and  dreadful  God,  keeping  the 
covenant  and  mercy  to  them  that  love  him,  and  to  them  that 
keep  his  commandments,  we  have  sinned,  and  have  commit- 
ted iniquity,  and  have  done  wickedly,  and  have  rebelled, 
ev'en  by  departing  from  thy  precepts  and  thy  judgments." 

Whatsaith  John  the  Baptist,  who  was  more  than'a  prophet, 
and  sanctified  with  the  Holy  Ghost  from  his  mother's  womb. 
"I  have  need  to  be  baptized  of  thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me?" 
What  is  St.  Paul's  confession?  "I  know  that  in  me  dwelleth 
no  good  thing."  And  though  he  could  say,  that  touching 
the  righteousness  which  is  in  the  law,  that  is,  the  outward 
morality  of  his  life,  he  was  blameless — "yet  what  things  were 
gain  to  me,"  says  lie,  "those  I  counted  loss  for  Christ.  Yea, 
doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  but  loss,  for  the  excellency 
of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have 
suliered  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung, 
that  I  may  win  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having 
mine  own  righteousness,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which 
is  through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  righteousness  which  is  of 
God  by  faith." 

What  is  the  acknowledgment  of  St  John,  the  beloved  dis- 
ciple? "If  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin  we  deceive  ourselves, 
and  the  truth  is  not  in  us;  if  we  say  that  we  have  not  sinned, 
we  make  him  a  liar,  and  his  word  is  not  in  us." 

And  what  is  the  confession  of  every  true  Christian  from 
that  day  to  this?  "Xot  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we 
Lave  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us," 
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Now,  then,  let  me  ask,  is  there  any  thing  allegorical  or 
figurative  in  these  plain  and  direct  confessions  of  sin,  original 
and  actual,  and  of  the  utter  worthlessness  of  every  thing  that 
can  be  done  by  a  fallen,  imperfect  creature,  to  propitiate  and 
please  a  just  and  perfect  God?  No,  it  is  matter  of  ftict  and 
of  experience,  as  is  ready  to  be  testified  by  everj^  Christian 
present.  How,  then,  shall  those  escape  who  resist  such  con- 
clusive testimony,  and  refuse  a  righteousness  perfect  and 
complete,  provided  for  them  by  the  mercy  of  God,  in  Christ 
Jesus?  O  flee  to  tlie  strong  hold,  ye  prisoners  of  hope — tarry 
not  in  the  plain,  however  pleasant  it  may  appear — and  look 
not  behind  you,  neither  turn  back  to  gather  up  the  filthy 
rags  of  your  own  righteousness — they  will  but  encumber 
your  flight,  and  mar  your  progress  to  the  city  of  refuge. 

III.  For,  thirdly,  the  actual  condition  of  all  present  is  such 
as  to  i^rove  beyond  dispute,  that  in  our  own  righteousness  we 
cannot  stand  the  severity  of  God's  judgment. 

To  satisfy  you  on  this  point,  let  us  first  consider  what  that 
God  is,  whom  we  have  thus  to  meet.  Now  can  any  of  you, 
even  the  wisest  among  you,  tell  me  any  thing  of  his  nature 
and  attributes,  by  a  knowledge  of  your  own?  How,  then, 
are  we  to  know  any  thing  of  him,  unless  by  revelation?  And 
what,  in  this  respect,  says  the  true  and  taithful  witness,  who 
was  with  him  from  the  beginning,  and  hath  plainly  showed 
us  of  the  Father?  Pure,  holj',  perfect,  and  unchangeable; 
who  cannot  behold  iniquity,  or  look  upon  sin  with  the  least 
degree  of  allowance — yet  gracious  and  merciful,  compassion- 
ate and  long-suffering — not  willing  that  any  should  perish. 
Do  you  require  a  proof  of  his  hatred  of  sin?  Behold  him 
exacting  from  his  only  Son,  as  our  representative,  tlie  penalty 
due  to  it,  as  the  sole  condition  of  its  pardon.  Do  you  want 
one  of  his  loving  kindness  and  tender  mercy?  Behold  it  in 
his  "so  loving  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish  but  have 
everlasting  life."  But  what  is  sin?  Sin  is  the  transgression 
of  the  unchangeable  law  of  this  pure  and  holy  being,  in  any 
of  its  literal  or  spiritual  requirements.  "Cursed  is  everj'  one 
that  continueth  not,  in  all  things  written  in  the  Book  of  the 
Law,  to  do  them." 

And  now  let  us  all  view  ourselves  in  the  glass  of  this  Holy 
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Law — do  we  perfectly  fulfil  either  of  the  two  great  command- 
ments, into  which  all  the  others  are  resolvable,  in  the  love  of 
God  and  our  neighbor?  Do  we  love  the  glorious  God  and 
Father  of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh,  with  all  our  heart,  and  soul, 
and  strength,  without  abatement  or  intermission?  Do  we 
love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves?  Has  selfishness,  hatred,  or 
envy  no  part  in  us?  If  to  neither  of  these  we  can  answer  a 
word,  but  must  all  lay  our  hands  upon  our  mouths,  what 
possible  ground  can  there  be  fur  the  self-righteous  delusion, 
under  which  so  many  are  posting  to  the  consuming  fire  of 
God's  righteous  judgment? 

But  it  will  be  said,  God  does  not  now  require  perfect  un- 
sinning  obedience  from  us.  What!  God  not  require  perfect 
obedience  from  those  who  proudly  stand  in  their  own  right- 
eousness? Why,  what  saith  the  law?  "The  man  that  doeth 
these  things  shall  live  by  them."  But  what  if  he  doeth  them 
not?  "The  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die."  But  to  come  a 
little  closer  yet.  Have  you  committed  one  sin;  have  you 
taken  the  name  of  God  in  vain;  have  you  profaned  his  day 
of  holy  rest  and  privileged  worship?  Have  you  given  way 
to  hatred  or  revenge;  have  you  defrauded  or  exacted;  have 
you  lusted  or  coveted;  and  this  even  in  thought;  what  becomes 
of  you?  Where  is  your  boasted  righteousness?  But  we 
repent  of  our  sins,  and  are  sorry  for  them,  you  will  say.  But 
I  say,  that  without  faith  in  Christ  you  do  a  needless  work, 
and  one  that  will  profit  you  nothing;  for  there  is  no  room  left 
for  repentance  in  the  law  itself;  nor,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  thing,  can  there  be  provision  of  mercy,  in  favor  of  the 
violater  of  it,  in  any  law,  divine  or  human.  Such  a  provision 
would  nullify  it  as  a  law,  and  invite  to  the  breach  of  what  it 
forbids.  Mercy  and  means  to  undo  wrong  must  be  sought 
for  elsewhere.  But  did  not  Cukist  die  for  us,  and  redeem 
human  nature  from  the  curse  under  which  it  labored?  Yes. 
"Blessed  be  tlie  merciful  God,  who  freely  delivered  him  for 
us  all — that  he  by  the  grace  of  God  should  taste  death  for 
every  man."  But  let  me  ask,  does  the  name  of  Ciikist  act 
like  a  charm,  and  save  those  who  never  have  recourse  to  it, 
as  set  forth  in  the  gospel — who  are  such  righteous,  good  sort 
of  people,  that  they  do  not  need  his  interp(jsition  but  in  part? 
Oh!  what  a  cruel  and  desperate  disease,  is  this  deep-rooted 
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and  wide-spread  propensity  in  our  fallen  nature,  to  be  in 
whole  or  in  part  our  own  saviours.  How  does  it  cast  con- 
tempt on  the  gospel  of  our  salvation,  and  make  the  blood  of 
Christ  a  needless  thing!  How  does  it  bar  up  the  door  of  our 
hearts,  against  the  entrance  of  that  conviction  of  our  sinful, 
lost,  and  undone  condition,  which  alone  makes  Christ  precious 
to  the  believer!  How  does  it  stupify,  and  stifle,  and  drown 
the  wholesome  convictions  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  belonging 
onh'  to  the  very  j^rofligates  of  our  race!  Did  it  not  thus  act 
on  the  self-righteous  Pharisees,  my  hearers,  who  rejected  the 
preaching,  both  of  John  and  of  our  Saviour,  while  the  Pub- 
licans and  harlots  pressed  into  the  kingdom  of  Gtod  before 
them?  Oh!  how  many  estimable  persons,  how  many  dear 
and  precious  souls,  are  dreaming  out  their  day  of  grace,  under 
this  delusion — turning  aside  the  arrows  of  God's  true  and 
faithful  word,  and  crying  "peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no 
peace."  How  many  are  indolently  resting  on  the  general 
proclamation  of  the  gospel,  for  mercy  with  God,  through. 
Jesits  Christ,  who  have  not  even  taken  the  first  step  towards 
securing  that  mercy,  by  professing  his  religion,  confessing 
his  name  before  men,  and  partaking  of  the  ordinances  he  hath 
appointed  in  his  Church,  who  are,  in  fact,  afraid  and  ashamed 
of  the  self  denials  these  things  draw  after  them,  but  never 
think  of  the  awful  threatening — "Whosoever  shall  be  ashamed 
of  me  and  my  words,  in  an  adulterous  and  sinful  generation, 
of  him  will  I  be  ashamed  before  my  Father  and  the  Holy 
Angels/'  O  thou,  who  art  thus  sleeping,  "awake,  and  arise 
from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light."  Hear  him 
calling  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  come  unto  him,  and  be 
saved.  Hear  him  declaring,  that  whosoever  cometh  unto 
him,  he  will  in  no  wise  cast  uut.  Be  no  longer  faithless,  but 
believing — for  unto  thee  is  the  word  of  this  salvation  sent. 
But  cume  as  a  sinner,  for  he  also  declares  that  he  "came  not 
to  call  the  righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance" — for  the  sick 
only  have  need  of  the  physician. 

And  let  not  the  plain  and  unadorned  manner  in  which  I 
have  endearored  to  set  before  you  the  mortal  disease,  under 
which  we  all  labor,  my  hearers,  revolt  you  against  the  whole- 
some warning.  To  speak  smooth  things,  and  to  pro])hesy 
deceits,  might  please  more,  perhaps,  for  the  little  hour  you 
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were  listening;  but  what,  then,  becomes  of  your  souls  and 
my  own?  How  deep  and  loud  would  your  curses  be  upon 
me,  wlien  together  we  shall  prove  the  truth  or  falsehood  of 
this  doctrine,  in  the  great  day  of  Eternity;  but  how  muck 
deeper  the  curse  of  God  upon  my  soul,  for  healing  the  hurt 
of  the  daughters  of  his  people  slightly;  and,  as  the  Loud's 
watchman,  failing  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  way.  God 
being  my  helper,  your  blood  shall  not  be  required  at  my 
hand.  I  might,  indeed,  have  set  before  you  the  rich  mercy 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  to  his  creatures,  or  I  might  have  ex- 
patiated upon  the  joys  and  glories  which  await  the  rigjjteous 
in  the  presence  of  God,  and  been  to  you  "as  the  sound  of 
one  who  has  a  pleasant  voice  and  can  play  well  upon  an  in- 
strument." But  such  is  our  miserable  condition,  that,  until 
convinced  that  we  need  mercy,  we  spurn  the  otfer:  and  tiie 
glories  of  heaven  are  prepared  for  those  only  "who,  by  faith, 
are  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him  whom  God  hatli 
made  to  be  sin  for  us;"  for  those  who,  born  from  above,  bring 
forth  the  fruits  of  their  heavenly  birtli,  in  all  holiness  of  life 
and  godliness  of  conversation,  and,  overcoming  the  world  by 
faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  shall  be  accounted  worthy  to  sit 
down  at  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb.  But  to  this  the 
righteousness  of  the  creature  is  an  insuperable  bar,  and  as 
surely  excludes  from  the  Paradise  of  God  as  the  flaming 
sword  of  the  cherubim  kept  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life  from 
our  fallen  first  parents. 

Suffer,  then,  the  word  of  exhortation;  take  its  leading  truth 
to  your  private  meditations  and  prayers;  bring  it  to  the  law 
and  to  the  testimony  in  the  word  of  life;  and  may  that  light 
which  is  the  life  of  men  shine  into  your  hearts  and  guide  you 
to  light  and  glory  eternal. 

And  you,  my  Christian  brethren,  who  know  and  confess 
"tliat  in  the  Lord  only  have  we  righteousness  and  strength," 
whose  constant  cry  is,  "not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but 
unto  thy  great  name  be  given  the  glory  and  the  praise;" 
cease  not  to  strive  together  in  your  prayers  to  God,  for  these, 
your  brethren,  and  witii  them  in  your  lives — letting  your 
light  so  shine  before  men  that  all  may  take  knowledge  of  j'ou 
that  you  have  been  witli  Jesus.  Strengthen  not  the  self- 
righteous  delusion  under  whicli  they  labor,  by  such  conform- 
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ity  to  the  world,  in  any  of  its  pursuits  or  pleasures,  as  shall 
bring  down  the  difference  between  you  to  a  mere  name. 
Alas  the  day!  when  a  Christian  has  to  sound  a  trumpet  be- 
fore him,  to  tell  what  he  is;  for  though  it  is  no  excuse  to  them, 
yet  is  it  a  reproach  to  that  holy  name  by  the  which  ye  are 
called,  and  strengthens  the  unbelief  of  those  who  seek  oc- 
casion against  the  gospel.  Remember  that  it  is  not  crying 
Lord,  Lokd,  that  will  open  the  gate  of  eternal  life  to  you, 
but  the  doing  the  will  of  your  father  which  is  in  heaven. 
Remember  that  feelings  and  fervors  are  not  fruits,  and  that 
every  tree  which  beareth  not  good  fruit  is  hewn  down  and 
cast  into  the  fire.  Let  your  fruit,  then,  be  unto  holiness,  that 
the  end  may  be  everlasting  life. 

"Now  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead 
our  Lord  Jesus,  that  great  shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through 
the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect  in 
every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which 
is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom 
be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen." 


sermo:n'  IV, 
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Hebrews  iii.  13,  last  clause. 
Lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  decoitfulness  of  sin. 

The  words  immediately  connected  with  my  text,  are  the 
following: 

"Take  heed,  brethren,  lest  there  be,  in  any  of  you,  an  evil 
heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living  God.  But 
exhort  one  another  daily,  while  it  is  called  to-day;  lest  any 
of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin." 

We  learn  from  them,  that  all  sin  is  a  departure  from  the 
living  God — a  separation  of  ourselves  from  his  service  be- 
cause we  prefer  another  master.  That  this  separation  from 
God,  in  becoming  the  servants  of  sin,  proceeds  from  unbelief 
— from  the  want  of  a  serious  and  full  persuasion  of  the  heart, 
that  the  promises  and  threatenings  of  Almighty  God,  revealed 
in  his  word,  are  actually  his  fixed  and  unchangeable  purpose. 
And  it  is  called  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  because  it  is  a  wil- 
ful rejection  of  the  plainest  declarations  and  most  undeniable 
testimony  that  can  be  made  and  given;  nothing  being  more 
certain  than  that  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven 
against  all  unrigliteousness  of  men,  and  that  this  revelation 
is  in  our  hands  by  the  gospel.  Against  this  the  apostle  cau- 
tions Christians  to  take  heed,  that  is,  to  be  on  their  guard, 
for  themselves,  and  to  exhort  each  other  continually,  as  against 
a  danger  very  artful  and  insidious  in  its  commencement  and 
progress,  and  most  destructive  in  its  consequences. 

A  common  danger  and  a  common  duty,  therefore,  my 
brethren,  will  engage  us  all,  I  trust,  in  exertions  for  the  com- 
mon benefit.  For  the  direction  here  given  is  the  same  in 
substance  with  the  old  commandment — "Thou  shalt  in  any 
wise  rebuke  thy  neighbour  and  not  sufier  sin  upon  him;"  and 
IS,  in  the  truest  and  highest  sense,  a  fulfilling  of  the  new  com- 
mandment— "Thou  bhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 
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That  we  may  tlie  better  understand  tlie  ground  and  reason 
of  this  duty,  I  will  endeavor  to  explain, 

First,  what  is  meant  by  being  hardened  in  sin. 

Secondly,  I  will  point  out  what  are  the  causes  of  men's 
growing  hardened  in  sin. 

TniRDLT,  I  will  show  how  insufficient  these  causes  are  to 
excuse  their  guilt. 

Lastly,  I  shall  enforce  the  obligation  of  my  text  upon 
Christians,  to  mutual  encouragement  and  assistance  in  work- 
ing out  their  salvation. 

"Lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfnlness  of 
sin." 

I.  First,  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  being  hardened  in  sin. 

Being  hardened  in  sin  undoubtedly  means,  in  this  connex- 
ion, the  being  shut  up  and  concluded  under  the  power  and 
dominion  of  sin,  or,  as  it  is  otherwise  expressed,  the  being 
given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind;  and  it  is  against  this  awful 
condition,  as  the  final  result  of  sin  indulged  and  persisted  in, 
that  the  apostle  utters  his  warning.  Hence  we  learn,  my 
friends,  that  there  is  a  progression  in  the  finally  impenitent 
character,  increasing  in  danger  and  malignity  as  we  continue 
to  disi-ogard  the  warnings  and  admonitions  of  the  word  of 
God,  of  our  friends,  and  of  our  consciences;  and  we  also 
learn,  that  the  inevitable  consequence  of  sin  persisted  in,  is 
the  destruction  of  the  moral  sense  and  of  all  hope  or  capacity 
of  salvation. 

But  as  there  are  degrees  or  grades  in  this  hardening,  it  is 
against  these,  in  every  stage,  that  we  are  exhorted  to  be  on 
our  guard,  and  to  caution  one  another. 

Of  these  degrees,  a  thoughtless  yet  criminal  unconcern  on 
the  subject  of  religion  is  the  lowest;  it  is  also  the  most  fre- 
quent; and  if  not  arrested  by  serious  reflection,  by  the  admo- 
nition of  friends,  or  by  some  startling  Providence,  continues 
gradually  to  plunge  men  deeper  into  unbelief.  In  such  per- 
sons we  may  remark  a  strange  inattention  to  every  thing 
connected  with  religion,  a  disregard  of  the  clearest  evidence 
and  arguments  in  fiivor  of  it,  and  a  prodigality  of  youth,  of 
liealth,  and  fortune,  in  the  dissipations  or  pursuits  of  the 
world,  as  if  they  had  not  time,  even  if  they  had  the  inclina- 
tion, to  listen  to  any  thing  in  behalf  of  their  souls. 
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This  primarily  thoughtless  unconcern,  however,  is,  before 
long,  succeeded  by  a  perverseness  of  temper  which  not  only 
neglects  but  resents  admonition,  and  may  be  considered  as 
the  next  stage  in  the  process  of  hardening.    The  deceitful 
influence  of  sin  has  gradually  overcome  that  levity  of  mind 
which  distinguishes  the  youthful  novice  in  the  ways  of  vice, 
and  ti-ained  him  up  to  regard  whatever  is  opposed  to  his 
course,  as  an  enemy;  and  here  begins  that  strain  of  infidel 
objection  to  revelation,  that  proud  entertainment  of  doubt  as 
to  its  truth,  certainty,  and  importance,  which  disfigures  so 
many  minds  evidently  intended  for  better  things,  and  is  so 
fruitful  in  gaining  proselytes  from  less  gifted  but  equally 
passion-driven  followers  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind.     The 
word  of  Gou,  they  well  know,  is  unrelentingly  opposed  to  all 
that  they  delight  in.     It  must,  therefore,  be  invalidated  in 
some  way;  and  to  the  love  of  sin,  my  hearers,  we  owe  every 
eifort  against  the  Scriptures.     Never  was  there  yet  an  infidel, 
but  from  the  love  of  sin  in  some  of  its  many  deceits. 

From  this  state  of  opposition  to  truth  and  reason,  the  pro- 
gress is  rapid  to  the  last  stage  of  hardness  and  impenitency. 
To  that  fixed  love  of  what  is  directly  immoral,  that  aversion 
to  every  thing  of  a  religious  nature,  that  stubborn,  callous 
disposition,  which  is  alike  impenetrable  to  the  fear  or  the  fa- 
vor of  Almighty  God,  which  is  described  in  Scripture  as  "hav- 
ing the  understanding  darkened  and  the  mind  blinded,"  as 
"being  past  feeling,  and  reprobate  to  every  good  work,"  as 
"given  over  to  vile  aflfections,  to  work  all  uncleanness  with 
greediness,"  as  "being  sold  under  sin." 

This  it  is  to  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin, 
according  to  the  Scriptural  meaning  of  that  expression;  and 
as  we  have  instances  of  this  wretched  condition  continually 
before  our  eyes,  not  only  in  actual  outbreaking  wickedness, 
but  in  the  equally  fatal  influence  of  some  master  sin,  occupy- 
ing the  heart  against  God,  nothing  further  needs  be  said  either 
to  point  it  out  or  to  explain  it. 

II.  Secondly,  1  am  to  point  out  to  you  the  causes  of  men's 
growing  hardened  in  sin. 

The  first  cause  or  occasion  of  our  being  drawn  into  sin  is, 
our  natural  frailty,  and  the  temptations  to  which  we  are  ex- 
posed.   The  one  is  the  consequence  of  our  fallen  condition; 
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the  other  is  a  necessary  attendant  on  a  state  of  trial.  It  is 
the  allurement  of  temptations  from  without  and  of  passions 
from  within,  therefore,  which,  properly  speaking,  form  the 
deceitfulness  of  sin.  Deceit,  we  all  know,  is  the  promise,  in 
some  way,  of  enjoyment  or  advantage,  which  is  not  made 
good;  and  in  this  view  sin  is  the  completest  deception  that 
was  ever  played  off  upon  rational  beings.  For  in  its  very 
highest  attainments  there  is  no  perpetuity,  and  even  what 
gratification  there  is,  is  sooner  or  later  followed  by  disap- 
pointment, suffering,  and  remorse. 

We  are  surrounded  by  various  enticements  to  evil,  and  the 
weakness  of  our  fallen  nature  and  the  wilfulness  of  inordinate 
desire  is  too  prone  to  comply  with  them.  The  oftener  we  do 
so  the  more  do  we  increase  their  strength;  the  less  able  and 
the  less  willing  do  we  become  to  resist  them.  Custom  in  sin 
silences  the  conscience,  habit  becomes  inveterate,  so  that,  as 
the  Scripture  expresses  it,  "we  cannot  cease  from  sin,"  till 
at  length  we  may  truly  be  said  to  be  hardened  through  the 
deceitfulness  of  sin,  deluded  by  it  and  besotted  to  it,  stupid- 
ly regardless  of  our  real  good,  deaf  to  admonition,  impatient 
of  restraint. 

The  next  cause  of  men's  continuing  in  sin  is,  the  custom  of 
the  world  and  the  frequency  of  example. 

Experience  teaches  us,  my  hearers,  that  the  oftener  we 
commit  any  sin  ourselves,  or  see  it  committed  by  others,  the 
more  indifferent  does  it  grow  to  us;  we  are  too  quickly  accus- 
tomed to  it,  and,  in  no  long  time,  shake  off  that  fear  and  alarm 
which  all,  more  or  less,  feel  at  first.  We  become  familiarized 
to  sin;  it  is  a  school  in  which  we  are  apt  scholars,  and  take 
our  degrees  v/ith  great  applause.  This  miserable  delusion  is 
encouraged  in  various  ways — "evil  communications  corrupt 
good  manners:" — but  the  most  common  is,  the  strange  notion 
that  the  evil  is  not  great  because  we  are  no  worse  than  our 
neighbors,  perhaps  not  so  bad  as  some  of  them;  as  if  the  be- 
ing countenanced  by  comj^anions  could  lessen  guilt,  or  the 
number  of  criminals  either  decrease  crime  or  lighten  its  pun- 
ishment. Hence  it  comes  to  pass,  that  whatever  offence  a- 
gainst  the  law  of  God  is  most  common  is  least  censured,  while 
another,  no  more  sinful  and  blame-worthy,  is  marked  with 
infamy  only  because  less  frequent  and  less  familiar. 
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A  third  means  of  becoming  hardened  in  sin  is,  a  false  and 
unscriptural  notion  of  the  mercy  of  God. 

This,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  is,  undoubtedly,  the  most 
fertile  delusion  which  Satan  ever  invented  to  deceive  rational 
beings  to  their  ruin.  Clemency  and  compassion  form  so  con- 
spicuous a  part  of  the  character  of  the  Deity,  as  revealed  to 
us,  tiiat  we  are  apt  to  forget  his  other  attributes;  and  this  is 
increased  by  the  propensity  of  our  nature  to  consider  as  ac- 
tually such,  what  we  greatly  desire  should  be  so.  In  such 
case  temptation  finds  us  more  than  half  overcome,  our  fallen 
nature  is  on  the  side  of  the  enemy;  and  when  this  is  encour- 
aged by  the  hope  of  impunity,  sin  prevails  to  the  establish- 
ment of  its  dominion  over  us.  "Tiie  wish  is  father  to  the 
thought,"  and  we  are  soon  persuaded  to  risk  even  eternity  on 
so  slender  a  foundation;  and  I  am  sure  that  I  have  only  to 
appeal  to  the  hearts  of  all  present  for  the  proof  of  this  power- 
ful cause  of  men's  becoming  hardened  in  sin. 

In  the  fourth  place,  we  become  hardened  in  sin  by  faint, 
irresolute,  procrastinated  promises  and  purposes  of  amend- 
ment. 

Next  to  unauthorized  trust  in  God's  mercy  this  that  I  have 
just  mentioned  is  the  great  betrayer  of  the  souls  of  men  into 
a  state  of  confirmed  sinfulness;  and  the  reason  is  perfectly 
obvious.  Tiiere  is  a  close  connexion  between  guilt  and  un- 
easiness of  mind.  The  sinner,  until  thoroughly  hardened, 
feels  and  betrays  this  uneasiness,  and  to  escape  from  it  he  re- 
sorts to  the  compromise  of  future  repentance;  thus  lulling  and 
blinding  his  conscience,  while  the  enemy  is  daily  drawing 
closer  around  him  those  cords  of  everlasting  misery  and  de- 
spair which  await  the  sinner  who  thus  trifles  with  the  awaken- 
ings of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  long  suffering  mercy  and  re- 
vealed wrath  of  Almighty  God. 

Lastly,  that  which  completes  the  hardening  power  of  sin, 
and  shows  that  it  has  full  dominion  over  body  and  soul,  is, 
denying  religion,  scoffing  at  its  sanctions,  and  becoming  ad- 
vocates for  infidelity. 

When  men  have  lived  in  such  a  manner  that  they  have 

every  thing  to  fear,  and  nothing  to  hope,  from  religion,  their 

only  resource  is  to  treat  it  as  a  forgery — to  give  importance 

to  every  objection  against  it — that  they  may  obtain  some 

[Vol.  2,— *4.] 
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present  relief  against  the  remembrance  of  those  sins,  which 
yet  they  are  determined  not  to  forsake.  And  herein,  my 
bretliren  and  hearers,  is  showed  the  concluding  power  of  sin 
persisted  in,  to  harden  the  heart  and  close  up  every  avenue 
to  pardon  and  peace. 

TJie  religion  of  the  gospel  denounces  the  wrath  of  God,  for 
ever,  against  sin;  and,  at  the  same  time,  offers  to  the  sinner 
the  means  of  escape  from  this  unalterable  curse.  Tliis  the 
resolved  sinner  knows — throughout  his  whole  course  of  re- 
bellion against  God  it  has  repeatedly  been  pressed  upon  him 
— but  he  would  not  hear;  and  in  the  last  struggle  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  with  him  for  his  soul,  it  is  again  presented  to  his 
thoughts.  But  so  hardened  has  he  become,  tliat  the  only 
medicine  which  can  heal  him  is  rejected,  is  scoffed  at,  and 
vilified  as  a  cheat  and  imposition — as  a  contrivance  of  priest- 
craft, to  deprive  men  of  their  liberty,  and  make  them  tlie 
slaves  and  the  dupes  of  superstition  and  fraud.  As  St,  Jude 
expresses  it — "Clouds  they  are  without  water,  carried  about 
of  winds;  trees  whose  fruit  withereth,  without  fruit,  twice 
dead,  plucked  up  by  the  I'oots;  raging  waves  of  the  sea,  foam- 
ing out  their  own  shame;  wandering  stars,  to  wiiom  is  re- 
served the  blackness  of  darkness  for  ever." 

Ill,  Thirdh',  I  am  to  show  you  how  insufiicient  these 
causes  are  to  excuse  their  guilt. 

Nothing  is  more  frequently  or  freely  resorted  to,  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  sin,  than  our  natural  frailty  and  the  strength  of 
temptation.  But,  that  it  forms  no  reasonable  justification  of 
transgression,  will  abundantly  appear  from  the  following 
considerations. 

No  single  instance  can  be  mentioned,  in  which  we  are 
under  the  necessity  of  following  any  passion  or  inclination, 
beyond  its  lawful  bounds.  Whatever  the  temptation  may  be, 
every  man  must  be  conscious  that  he  has  power  over  the  out- 
ward act,  at  the  least;  and,  therefore,  giving  way  to  tempta- 
tion, especially  at  tlie  beginning,  is  a  voluntary  act.  Indeed? 
until  the  conscience  has  become  deadened  by  the  effects  of 
sin,  no  man  ever  commits  a  wicked  or  even  a  foolish  action 
without  wishing  he  had  not  done  it,  and  condemning  himself 
for  so  doing,  which  proves  his  consciousness  that  he  had 
power  to  refrain  from  it,  and  that  he  ought  to  have  exerted  it. 
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Again,  it  is  the  result  of  observation  and  experience,  that 
men  are  restrained  from  many  crimes  by  the  laws  of  their 
country,  by  respect  for  particular  cliaracters,  by  the  fear  of 
disgrace,  and  the  dread  of  present  punishment.  Now  this 
undeniably  shows,  that  no  necessity  to  sin  is  laid  upon  any 
man,  and,  therefore,  that  all  wickedness  is  voluntary,  and 
justly  charged  as  our  own  act. 

Once  more,  admitting  the  most  that  can  be  desired  in  ex- 
cuse for  sin  from  the  frailty  of  our  nature  and  the  power  of 
temptation,  it  will  avail  us  nothing  before  our  judge,  because 
he  has  provided  and  offered  the  assistance  of  his  grace  to 
supply  our  weakness,  in  the  strength  whereof  all  temptation 
is  powerless.  If,  therefore,  we  neglect  or  refuse  to  apply  for 
this  help,  we  are  doubly  guilty — not  only  guilty  of  the  sinful 
act,  but  guilty  of  slighting  that  offered  and  effectual  help 
through  which  temj^tation  could  have  been  resisted  and  over- 
come. 

Let  no  man,  therefore,  pretend  to  excuse  his  sin  by  the 
strength  of  the  temptation  which  led  to  it.  God  will  not  suffer 
us  to  be  tempted  be3'ond  the  provision  he  has  made  fur  us  to 
resist  it.  Therefore,  it  we  yield,  we  dishonor  Goo,  both  by  dis- 
trusting and  disobeying  him;  if  we  can  withstand  temptation 
in  some  cases,  we  may  in  all;  if  human  laws  can  control  sin- 
ful actions,  much  more  ought  the  laws  of  God  to  hold  them 
in  subjection;  if  the  ])reseiice  of  an  earthly  superior  can  con- 
trol and  check  the  vicious  and  the  profligate  in  their  be- 
haviour, the  consideration  that  the  eye  of  heaven  is  contin- 
ually upon  us,  ought  to  be  a  much  more  powerful  restraint 
upon  rational  beings;  if  the  laws,  and  the  judges,  and  the 
prisons,  and  the  gibbets  oi'  this  world  are  of  force  to  deter 
criminals  from  their  evil  works,  what  should  be  the  restrain- 
ing power  of  the  law,  and  the  judge,  and  the  prison,  and  the 
sentence,  and  the  execution  of  eternity?  Oh!  what  an  auda- 
cious criminal  is  the  gospel  sinner,  who  wilfully  sets  at  nought 
both  the  fear  of  man  and  the  power  of  God. 

Equally  unfounded  is  the  excuse  made  for  sin,  from  the 
custom  of  the  world  and  the  frequency  of  bad  example. 

If  the  guilt  of  sin  decreased  in  the  ratio  that  the  numbers 
committing  sin  increased,  there  would  be  some  sense  and 
reason  in  giving  way  to  such  a  course.     Indeed,  it  would  be 
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the  interest  of  every  man  to  hasten  into  sin,  in  order  to  re- 
duce the  amount  as  low  as  possible;  but  as  such  an  imagi- 
nation is  a  complete  absurdity,  so  is  the  excuse  for  sin,  from 
custom  and  example,  as  coniplete  a  folly.  Sin  can  neither 
lose  its  character  nor  be  separated  from  its  consequences  by 
combinations  in  its  favor,  any  more  than  the  plague  can  be- 
come less  dangerous  and  mortal  in  proportion  as  those  in- 
fected with  it  increase  in  number. 

Again,  if  fellowship  in  suffering  lessened  the  pain  of  in- 
dividual torment,  the  folly  of  deriving  encouragement  to  sin, 
or  of  feeling  quiet  and  unconcerned  under  the  practice  of  it, 
from  the  custom  and  example  of  the  world,  would  be  less 
intolerable.  But  when  reason  and  experience  both  convince 
us  that  it  is  not  so;  when  the  analogy  of  present  pain  certifies 
to  our  senses,  that  individual  anguish  is  in  no  degree  miti- 
gated by  one  or  by  one  hundred  others  suffering  at  the  same 
time,  or  in  the  same  manner,  with  ourselves;  this  dangerous 
deceit  of  sin  should  be  abandoned  as  a  snare  to  our  souls. 

And,  further,  if  the  fallacy,  that  numbers  in  the  same  con- 
demnation will  have  a  favorable  effect  on  the  sentence  of  the 
judge,  has  found  any  place  in  our  thoughts,  it  ought  at  once 
to  be  abandoned,  when  we  reflect  that  "God  hath  no  need  of 
the  sinful  man,"  and  has  solemnly  declared,  "that  though 
hand  join  in  hand  yet  shall  not  the  wicked  go  unpunished." 

In  like  manner,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  of  that  jnost  ex- 
tensive delusion  in  favor  of  the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  unfound- 
ed reliance  upon  the  mere}'-  of  God,  which  is  exactly  wliat  St. 
Paul  describes  by  "continuing  in  sin  that  grace  may  abound." 

It  is  undoubtedly  a  ground  of  the  most  solid  comfort  to 
know,  that  the  world  is  under  the  government  of  a  wise, 
omnipotent,  and  good  being,  "whose  tender  mercies  are  over 
all  his  works;"  but  as  a  bad  use  may  be  made  of  the  best 
things,  and  the  plainest  truths  may  be  perverted  or  misap- 
plied, we  should  be  very  careful  not  to  deceive  ourselves  by 
■wrongly  considering  the  divine  perfections.  To  confine  the 
Deity  to  one  single  attribute,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  to  ex- 
alt one  in  such  wise  as  to  supersede  the  exercise  of  the  others 
in  his  dealings  with  his  creatures,  is  to  deprive  him  of  that 
■without  which  he  could  neither  be  a  wise  governor  or  a  righte- 
ous judge.  Kewards  and  punishments  are  equally  necessary  in 
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the  government  of  moral  creatures;  we  are  sensible  of  their 
good  effects  in  tlie  present  life,  and  must  believe  them  equally 
necessary  as  regards  the  life  that  is  to  come.  A  righteous 
God  must  punish  the  wicked,  or  be  unjust  to  himself  and  to 
the  righteous.  The  vindication  of  his  truth  requires  it,  as  well 
as  the  iionor  of  his  holy  law,  broken  by  sinners;  besides,  how 
unlimited  soever  we  conceive  his  mercy  to  be,  still  it  has  its 
rule  in  the  application.  It  can,  therefore,  only  be  applied  to 
capable  subjects,  and  as  impenitent  sinners  are  not  of  that 
number,  they  can  never  taste  of  it.  The  mercy  of  God  is  re- 
vealed for  our  comfort  and  encouragement;  its  object  is,  to 
lead  us  to  repentance,  not  to  confirm  us  in  sin;  and  unless  it 
produces  this  effect,  it  will  but  the  more  deeply  condemn  us. 
It  was  purchased  by  the  blood  of  Curist,  poured  out  upon 
the  cross,  and  it  is  revealed  that  God  may  be  feared  and  not 
sported  with. 

The  folly  and  unreasonableness  cf  putting  off  till  some 
future  time,  that  repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  which 
is  indispensable  to  pardon  of  sin  and  acceptance  with  God, 
will  be  evident,  I  trust,  from  the  following  considerations: 

The  intention  to  repent  and  amend  the  life  at  some  future 
time,  is  an  acknowledgment,  that  in  whole  or  in  part,  it  is  at 
present  wrong,  and  contrary  to  the  known  will  of  God.  To 
delay,  then,  is,  of  set  purpose,  vrilfully  and  deliberately  to 
affront  the  Almighty,  by  professing  to  intend  that,  which, 
nevertheless,  we  do  not  mean  to  comply  with.  In  truth,  for 
the  time  reserved,  it  is  an  unqualified  preference  of  sin,  in- 
compatible with  any  sincere  intention  of  ever  forsaking  it,  and 
as  such,  a  most  frequent  cause  of  being  given  over  to  hard- 
ness of  heart.  For,  if  it  be  necessar^^  and  right  to  rejient  and 
amend,  it  can  never  be  either  necessary  or  right  to  put  off  so 
important  a  work.  If  sin  be  justly  liable  to  the  wrath  of  God, 
it  must  be  the  more  so  the  longer  it  is  persisted  in.  If  re- 
pentance is  now  irksome  to  think  of  and  difficult  to  commence, 
will  it  not  become  more  irksome  and  difficult  through  the 
inveterate  power  of  sin,  more  and  more  confirmed  by  delaj? 
May  not  God  be  provoked  to  cut  you  off,  and  death  overtake 
you  and  prevent  your  purpose,  even  if  it  be  real?  JSTow  all 
this  is  very  possible,  and  very  dreadful  to  think  of;  yet  it  has 
happened  to  thousands,  and  there  is  no  reason  can  be  given, 
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nor  any  assurance  offered,  why  it  may  not  Lappen  to  every 
delaying  sinner  present,  who  is  in  this  wise  parleying  with 
destruction. 

As  to  the  last  resort  of  the  resolved  sinner,  in  renouncing 
religion  and  becoming  the  advocate  of  infidelity,  words  are 
insufficient  to  express  the  greatness  of  his  folly.  For  by  this 
he  completely  shuts  the  door  against  hope  for  ever,  there  be- 
ing hope  for  the  sinner  no  where  but  in  the  gospel. 

The  highest  stretch  of  thought,  the  most  unbounded  imagi- 
nation of  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
which  man  can  indulge,  present  no  hope,  can  draw  no  con- 
jecture even,  of  what  awaits  us  after  death,  without  aid  from 
Kevelation.  The  infidel,  therefore,  or  rejector  of  the  gospel, 
for  they  are  the  same,  does  in  fact  extinguish,  as  to  himself, 
the  light  of  life;  and  all  that  he  can  possibly  gain  by  it  is,  re- 
lief for  the  present  from  the  fear  of  hell.  This  is  the  very  ut- 
most— but  with  this,  remember,  he  renounces  any  possible 
expectation  of  heaven,  and  thus  brings  his  being  down  to  a 
level  with  the  beasts  that  perish.  But,  my  hearers,  there  is 
such  a  thing  as  religion,  let  who  will  disbelieve  it.  There  are 
such  places  as  heaven  and  hell,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of 
all  the  infidels  that  have  been  since  Adam.  Yes,  and  there 
are  such  things  as  death  and  judgment  too,  to  which  the 
hardiest  unbeliever  must  come,  as  well  as  the  humblest 
Christian.  And  there  are  everlasting  burnings  for  sin,  which 
infidels  cannot  quench,  and  eternal  joys  for  righteousness, 
■which  neither  unbelievers  nor  devils  can  deprive  them  of, 
and  which  these  shall  never  taste.  Well,  then,  is  it  enjoined 
upon  Christians,  to  exhort  one  another  continually  against 
the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  and  the  following  arguments  may 
serve  to  enforce  this  duty,  and  as  an  application  of  the  subject. 

In  whatever  light  the  careless  and  the  thoughtless,  the 
young  and  the  gay,  the  libertine  and  the  infidel,  may  choose 
to  view  sin — to  the  Ciiristian  it  presents  but  one  aspect.  To 
him  it  is  the  thing  which  Gou  abhors,  which  he  has  expressly 
forbidden,  and  will  everlastingly  punish.  To  him  it  is  the 
cause  of  all  the  misery  that  is  in  this  world,  both  to  himself 
and  to  others;  and  will  be  the  cause  of  all  the  horror  and  de- 
spair which  the  finally  impenitent  must  endure  for  ever  in 
the  torments  of  hell.     If,  therefore,  lie  is  worthy  of  the  name 
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of  Christian,  if  he  possesses  a  spark  of  that  benevolence  and 
good  will  towards  his  fellow  creatures,  which  is  the  spirit  of 
religion,  he  will  not  remain  listless  and  unconcerned  for  the 
multitudes  of  immortal  souls  all  around  him,  who  are  madly 
driving  down  the  broad  and  beaten  road  of  everlasting  de- 
struction. He  will  not  be  content  with  his  example  merely, 
but,  by  every  prudent  and  affectionate  remonstrance  and  per- 
suasion— by  every  argument  of  reason  and  religion,  will  en- 
deavor to  prevail  with  those  he  has  access  to  or  influence 
over,  to  see  their  danger  and  to  escape  from  it. 

Another  consideration  to  enforce  this  duty  upon  Christians 
is,  that  their  own  experience  both  entitles  and  enables  them 
to  perform  it  with  effect. 

The  Christian  is  obliged  to  know  something  of  sin  and  its 
deceits,  from  dear-bought  experience.  He  must  have  felt  its 
strength,  detected  its  cunning,  proved  its  misery,  and  learned 
how  to  resist  and  overcome  its  power.  Upon  whom  then  more 
properlj^  can  this  duty  be  laid,  than  upon  those  who  are  thus 
qualified  by  experience,  to  warn,  exhort,  and  instruct  others 
— who  are  prompted  by  feeling,  and  furnished  with  know- 
ledge, to  guide  the  unwary  and  inexperienced,  through  the 
snares  and  pit-falls  of  temptation,  acting  upon  depraved  and 
unmastei'ed  passions. 

A  third  argument  to  enforce  this  duty,  is  to  be  drawn  from 
the  returns  the  Christian  owes  to  his  God  and  Saviour,  for  his 
own  deliverance  from  the  deceitfulness  and  power  of  sin. 

"We  love  him  because  he  first  loved  us,"  says  every  true 
disciple  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  But,  "if  a  man  say,  I 
love  God,  and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar,"  says  the  apos- 
tle, "for  he  that  loveth  not  his  brother  whom  he  hath  seen, 
how  can  he  love  God,  whom  he  bath  not  seen?"  What  higher 
proof,  then,  can  be  given  of  hatred,  that  is,  of  unconcern  for, 
of  indifierence  to  our  brother,  on  the  one  hand — or  of  love, 
that  is,  of  regard  for,  of  affectionate  interest  in  him,  on  the 
other,  than  the  neglect  or  performance  of  this  Christian  duty. 
Moreover,  Christians  pray  continually,  "thy  kingdom  come." 
But  the  kingdom  of  God  is  the  reign  of  righteousness,  the 
prevalence  of  true  religion,  which  can  only  come  to  pass  by 
the  defeat  and  destruction  of  sin,  in  its  power  over  man. 
Do  we,  then,  wish  our  prayers  to  be  lieard  and  answered? 
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Do  we  truly  desire  the  present  and  eternal  welfare  of  our 
children,  relations,  brethren,  friends,  and  fellow-creatures? — • 
Are  we  in  earnest  working  out  our  own  salvation?  Let  ns 
remember,  my  brethren,  that  it  is  an  indispensable  part  of  it 
"to  exhort  one  another  daily,  while  it  is  called  to-day,  lest  any 
be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin." 

Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,  and 
to  present  you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory,  with 
exceeding  joy — to  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour — Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and 
power,  both  now  and  ever.    Amen. 


SERMON    Y, 
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Daniki.  lii.   10,  latttr  part. 
And  none  of  the  wicked  shall  understand;  but  the  wise  ihall  und«rttand. 

Whether  we  consider  these  words  as  an  elucidation  of  an 
effect  by  assigning  its  cause,  or  as  an  appointment  of  tliat 
wisdom  which  ruleth  over  all,  their  importance  to  us  is  just 
the  same,  my  brethren.  Their  truth  is  confirmed  by  obser- 
vation and  experience  of  human  conduct,  and  the  warning- 
and  instruction  to  be  drawn  from  them  is  directly  practical. 
Opposition  to  the  gospel  is  here  assigned  to  its  true  cause, 
the  wickedness  of  man,  and  an  opposite  conduct  is  set  forth, 
as  the  consequence  of  a  serious  consideration  of  revealed 
truth. 

Tlie  improvement  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  of  the  text, 
therefore,  will  be,  to  show,  by  some  examples,  how  it  comes 
to  pass  that  the  practice  of  Avickedness  shuts  the  understand- 
ing against  the  reception  of  divine  truth.  And  on  the  other 
hand,  wherefore  it  is,  that  a  virtuous  life  disposes  the  mind 
to  receive  and  the  heart  to  embrace  the  gospel,  and,  then, 
conclude  with  some  i)ractical  inferences  from  the  subject. 

"And  none  of  the  wicked  shall  understand;  but  the  wise 
shall  understand." 

I.  First,  I  am  to  show  by  some  examples,  how  it  comes  to 
pass,  that  the  practice  of  wickedness  shuts  the  understanding 
against  the  reception  of  divine  truth. 

With  whatever  variety  of  natural  disposition  we  may  come 
into  the  world,  my  brethren,  (and  I  am  disposed  to  think 
that  it  is  very  great,)  as  fallen  creatures,  our  ultinuite  cha- 
racter will  depend  entirely  upon  the  care  and  pains  taken  to 
form  it.  That  the  seeds  of  sin  manifest  themselves  very  early 
in  all,  is,  unhappily,  too  true,  and,  therefore,  the  greater  re- 
sponsibility is  laid  upon  those  who  have  the  care  and  charge 
of  young  persons  committed  to  them.     For  though  the  cor- 
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ruptions  of  our  nature  manifest  themselves  from  the  first,  yet 
the  rich  provision  of  divine  grace,  giving  efl:ect  to  careful  in- 
struction, watchful  restraint,  and  judicious  correction,  is  fully 
competent  to  subdue  and  rout  out  those  corruptions,  to  cher- 
ish and  mature  good  dispositions,  and  fortify  the  mind  to  re- 
sist the  temptations  and  perfect  the  virtues  of  active  life.  And 
even  where  this  has  been  neglected,  there  is  yet  no  excuse 
or  license  for  wickedness;  for  when  reason  is  matured  and 
men  undertake  the  direction  of  their  own  actions,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  them  to  reflect  upon  the  end  they  have  in  view,  on 
the  just  purposes  of  the  present  life,  and  on  the  unspeakable 
interests  of  the  life  that  is  to  come.  These  are  proper  sub- 
jects for  the  exercise  of  the  rational  faculties,  and  are  in  such 
a  sense  duties  of  the  highest  obligation  that  there  is  no  ac- 
countable being  who  does  not,  in  some  way,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent, pass  them  in  review.  And  though  the  difliculty  and 
the  danger  of  making  a  wise  choice  is  greatly  enhanced  by 
the  previous  neglect,  yet  the  same  divine  grace  is  still  present 
to  lend  its  salutary  and  effectual  aid  in  favor  of  religion  and 
virtue.  The  practice  of  wickedness,  then,  is  always  matter 
of  choice,  and  hence  it  is  that  the  wicked  and  the  righteous 
are  contrasted  in  the  text  and  throughout  the  Scriptures  by 
the  folly  or  the  wisdom  of  their  respective  pursuits.  "None 
of  the  wicked  shall  understand,  but  the  wise  shall  under- 
stand." 

This  is  fully  exemplified  in  the  profligate  and  debauched 
of  all  ages.  However  acute  their  understandings  may  be  in 
other  things,  however  well  informed  their  minds  may  be  in 
general,  yet  on  this  subject  it  is  literally  true,  that  they  have 
eyes  and  see  not,  ears  have  they  yet  they  hear  not,  and  hearts 
but  they  understand  not.  The  natural,  indeed  the  inevitable 
tendency  of  a  vicious  disposition  is,  to  corrupt  the  principles 
and  subvert  the  judgment.  Spiritual  things  cannot  be  dis- 
cerned, however  clearly  propounded;  and  having  lost  all  rel- 
ish fc»r  any  thing  above  sense,  the  claims  and  the  duties,  the 
hopes  and  the  fears,  of  religion,  are  foolishness  unto  them. 
How  often  do  we  see  it  the  case,  my  hearers,  when  these 
high,  and  holy,  and  awful  things  are  proposed  to  such  per- 
.Bons,  that  they  can  by  no  means  be  made  to  comprehend 
them,  they  cannot  even  be  induced  to  consider  them — or,  if 
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tliey  venture  to  answer,  it  is  in  such  wise  as  to  sliow,  that 
tliey  have  "become  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  fool- 
ish heart  is  darkened." 

But,  further,  the  love  of  sin,  and  the  practice  of  wicked- 
ness, not  only  blinds  men's  minds,  and  liinders  them  from 
considering  and  applying  divine  truth,  but  it,  moreover,  pre- 
judices them  against  it,  and  causes  them  even  to  hate  it,  and 
become  its  professed  enemies.  "They  hate  to  be  reformed, 
and,  therefore,  cast  God's  words  behind  them."  "Their  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  against  God,  and,  therefore,  is  not  subject  to 
the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be."  Tlie  person  who 
gives  them  the  best  advice  comes  to  be  considered  as  their 
enemy,  because  he  tells  them  the  truth.  They  knowingly 
"choose  darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  are 
evil,"  and  reject  the  truth,  "because  they  have  pleasure  in 
unrighteousness."  Thus  the  Scriptures  describe  the  effects 
of  resolved  outbreaking  wickedness,  and  give  a  most  suffi- 
cient reason  why  none  such  shall  or  can  understand;  and 
present,  at  the  same  time,  a  most  awakening  warning  to  all 
who,  by  neglect  of  religion,  are  in  danger  of  coming  to  such 
a  hopeless  state  of  blindness  and  obstinate  rejection  of  saving 
truth. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  objections  to  be  raised 
and  entertained  against  religion  in  general,  from  some  sup- 
posed difficulty  in  understanding  it;  and  we  sometimes  hear 
this  objection  from  persons  who  do  not  manifest  that  depraved 
and  vicious  disposition  which,  in  the  language  of  the  world, 
is  denominated  wickedness.  It  is,  nevertheless,  very  certain, 
my  brethren  and  hearers,  that  much  depends  upon  tlie  in- 
ward temper  of  the  heart  for  the  attainment  of  religious 
knowledge,  and  still  more  for  the  profitable  application  of  it. 
If,  therefore,  the  heart  be  occupied  exclusively  with  some- 
thing alien  to  God,  this  will  constitute  such  a  species  of  wick- 
edness as  will  prevent  the  understanding  of  divine  things. 

Of  this  description  are  worldly  mindedness  and  covetous- 
ness,  with  all  similar  descriptions  of  inordinate  alfection;  and 
from  persons  of  such  characters  it  is  that  we  most  commonly 
hear  this  objection.  But  did  they  consider  the  subject  with 
any  seriousness,  they  must  soon  perceive  that  the  difficulty 
is  with  themselves,  and  not  in  religion. 
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The  covetous  man  lias  set  up  an  idol  in  his  heart,  which 
usurps  the  place  due  to  Almighty  God;  and  the  worship  paid 
to  this  false  god  absorbing  all  the  faculties,  the  mind  becomes 
blinded  to  the  light  of  divine  truth,  and  this  inordinate  affec- 
tion actually  swallows  up  all  others.  Hence  St.  Paul  calls 
covetousness  idolatry,  and  points  out  its  invariable  effect  in 
perverting  the  understanding  on  the  vital  subject  of  religion. 
"If  our  gospel  be  hid,"  says  he,  that  is,  be  difficult  to  under- 
stand, "it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  lost."  A  better  rendering 
of  the  words  would  be,  through  the  things  which  perish.  "In. 
whom" — rather,  by  which — "the  god  of  this  world  hath 
blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  lest  the  light 
of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  Image  of  God, 
should  shine  unto  them."  On  this  as  well  as  on  other  ac- 
counts, he  styles  the  love  of  money  "the  root  of  all  evil."  Our 
Lokd  also  cautions  his  disciples  against  this  vice — "Take 
heed,"  says  he,  "and  beware  of  covetousness." 

In  like  manner,  the  effect  is  nearly  the  same  through  over- 
engagement  with  the  lawful  business  of  life.  "When  the  farms 
and  the  merchandise  of  the  world  occupy  the  place  which 
the  honor  of  God  and  the  care  of  our  souls  ought  to  possess, 
the  life  and  power  of  religion  is  unknown — its  forms  and  its 
decencies  may  be  kept  up,  but  we  understand  it  not — the 
heart  is  gone  after  its  covetousness,  and  no  room  is  left  for 
the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift.  Hence  our  Sa- 
viour's strong  admonitions  against  over- carefulness  and  anx- 
iety about  worldly  accommodations — "Take  no  thought  for 
the  morrow,  for  the  morrow  shall  take  thought  for  the  things 
of  itself.  But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  right- 
eousness, and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you." 

Another  branch  of  that  wickedness  which  perverts  the  un- 
derstanding on  tlie  subject  of  religion,  and  blinds  the  mind 
to  the  beauty  of  lioliness,  is  found  in  that  levity  and  thought- 
lessness of  youth,  which  is  yet  free  from  the  grossness  of  out- 
breaking profligacy  and  vice.  Persons  of  this  description 
are  a  most  numerous  body,  my  hearers,  and  the  effect  is  evi- 
denced by  the  comparatively  small  number  of  youth  who 
manifest  any  concern  for  their  souls;  M-hich  surely  would  not 
be  the  case,  were  it  not  for  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
carelessness  and  unconcern  on  the  subject  of  religion,  to  everj^ 
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period  of  accountable  age.  The  lionor  of  God  and  tlie  care 
of  the  soul  being  the  highest  duties  of  rational  beings,  the 
neglect  of  them  comes  very  properly  under  the  general  de- 
nomination of  wickedness.  Hence,  such  persons  are  described 
in  Scri])ture  as  "lovers  of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God" 
— as  "dead  while  they  live" — as  "idlers,  wandering  about 
from  house  to  house," — and  the  effects  are  such  as  to  "in- 
crease unto  "more  ungodliness."  For  as  the  mind  is  dissi- 
pated in  the  frivolous  nothings  of  folly  and  fashion,  it  gradu- 
ally becomes  more  and  more  indisposed  to,  indeed  incapable 
of,  serious  thought;  and  all  that  relates  to  religion  grows 
more  irksome  and  uninteresting,  until  it  ceases  to  affect  the 
mind  at  all. 

From  these  examples,  though  briefly  detailed,  we  may 
learn,  I  think,  the  meaning  of  the  text,  in  describing,  as  it 
does,  the  effect  of  every  kind  of  wickedness,  in  blinding  the 
mind  and  bluntinc:  the  feeling-s  to  the  ffreat  concerns  of  eter- 
nity;  and  be  furnished  with  a  most  persuasive  argument  to 
escape  from  so  imminent  a  danger,  before  sin  hath  bound  us 
to  our  ruin  with  a  chain  which  cannot  be  broken.  For  in 
addition  to  the  natural  effects  of  the  love  and  practice  of  sin, 
God  threatens  to  withdraw  his  Holt  Spirit  from  "such  as 
go  on  in  their  wickedness — to  deliver  them  over  to  a  repro- 
bate mind — 'to  send  them  strong  delusion,  that  they  should 
believe  a  lie,  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who  believed 
not  the  truth,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness." 

Whoever,  therefore,  feels  disposed  to  escape  from  the  du- 
ties of  religi(Ui,  and  to  take  shelter  under  the  objection  that 
it  is  difficult  to  understand,  let  him  thereby  be  warned  that 
there  is  something  greatly  wrong  within  him — that  he  is  de- 
luded by  some  deceit  of  sin,  wdiich,  unless  it  be  detected  and 
put  away,  will  blind  him  still  more.  And  this  is  certainly- 
the  cause  of  all  opposition  and  objection  to  the  gospel.  For 
no  fair  mind  can  possibly  object  to  the  philanthropy  and 
morality  of  the  gospel.  No  reasonable  mind  can  reject  the 
proofs  by  which  it  is  confirmed  as  a  divine  revelation.  No 
teachable  disposition  will  refuse  to  be  made  wise  unto  salva- 
tion; nor  will  any  sane  mind  sport  with  the  sanctions  of  God's 
righteous  judgment.  Yet  with  all  this  is  the  person  charge- 
able who  refuses  himself  to  the  gospel,  either  through  the 
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levity  of  youth,  the  engagements  of  the  world,  or  tlie  love  of 
sin  in  its  licentious  and  profligate  indulgences.  In  all  these 
cases,  however  great  their  variety,  "the  wicked  shall  not  un- 
derstand," both  from  the  natural  tendency  of  vice  and  the 
righteous  appointment  of  God  in  withdrawing  his  IIoly 
Spirit. 

II.  Let  us,  in  the  next  place,  examine  wherefore  it  is  that 
a  virtuous  disposition  disposes  the  understanding  to  receive 
and  the  heart  to  embrace  the  gospel.  "The  wise  shall  under- 
stand." 

In  the  study  of  every  human  science  there  is  some  previous 
temper,  some  particular  predisposition  of  mind,  which  gives 
greater  aptness,  as  well  as  inclination,  for  that  particular 
science,  and  enables  those  thus  predisposed,  to  understand 
it  more  readily  and  to  acquire  it  with  more  ease,  than  tliose 
not  thus  inclined.  The  same  holds  proportionally  true,  like- 
wise, in  the  divine  science  of  religion.  A  teachable  dispo- 
sition, a  well  disposed  temper,  an  equitable,  fair,  and  chari- 
table spirit,  and  a  just  sense  of  the  necessity  and  reasonable- 
ness of  obeying  the  commands  of  God,  is  the  first  principle 
and  beginning  of  religion — the  best  preparative  to  open  the 
understanding,  to  make  men  study  divine  truths  with  satis- 
faction— to  comprehend  them  readily,  and  judge  of  them 
riglitly.  "The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom," 
says  the  Psalmist;  "a  good  understanding  have  all  they  that 
do  his  commandments;  his  praise  endureth  for  ever."  And 
our  Saviour  compares  a  virtuous  disposition  to  good  ground 
— "Tliose  on  the  good  ground  are  they  who,  in  an  honest  and 
good  heart,  having  heard  the  woi'd,  keep  it,  and  bring  forth 
fruit  with  patience."  Such  persons,  also,  he  elsewhere  calls 
liis  sheep,  and  describes  them  as  hearing  his  voice  and  fol- 
lowing him  as  their  shepherd. 

I)Ut,  further,  as  the  knowledge  of  any  science  is  only  pro- 
fitable according  as  it  is  reduced  to  practice,  in  like  manner 
tlie  practice  of  righteousness  is  the  true  and  profitable  im- 
provement of  religious  knowledge.  As  in  human  sciences 
the  man  who  applies  what  he  already  knows  is  constantly 
adding  to  his  knowledge  and  acquiring  more  extended  and 
perfect  views  of  that  science,  so,  likewise,  in  the  science  of 
religion,  practice  and  experience  in  the  course  of  a  virtuous 
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life  and  in  the  obedience  of  God's  commandments,  continu- 
ally extend  and  enlarge  the  understanding  of  and  capacity 
for  the  things  uf  God.  "lie  that  keepetli  tlie  law  of  the 
Lord,  gcttetli  the  understanding  thereof,"  says  the  wise  son 
of  Siraeh.  "Evil  men  understand  not  judgment;  but  they 
that  seek  the  Lord  understand  all  things,"  says  Solomon.  "I 
have  more  understanding  than  all  my  teachers;  for  thy  testi- 
monies are  my  meditation.  I  understand  more  than  the  an- 
cients, because  I  keep  thy  precepts,"  says  David.  "If  ye 
continue  in  my  word,"  says  the  Saviour,  "ye  shall  know  the 
trutli,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free."  Thus,  "the  wise 
shall  understand."  I'oi-,  in  the  religion  of  the  gospel  there 
is  no  man  ti'uly  wise  and  knowing  but  he  that  lives  like  a 
Christian. 

But,  further,  in  addition  to  the  natural  tendency  of  a  vir- 
tuous disposition  to  lead  men  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
divine  things,  God  hath  promised  the  assistance  of  his  Holy 
Spikit  to  enlighten  and  direct  all  who  sincerely  desire  to 
know  and  to  do  his  will.  "If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he 
shall  know  of  the  doctrine  whether  it  be  of  God.  If  ye  love 
me  keep  my  commandments;  and  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and 
he  shall  give  you  another  comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with 
you  forever;  even  the  Spimx  of  Truth.  And  when  he,  the 
Spirit  of  Truth,  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth." 
Hence  St.  John,  exhorting  Christians  against  the  doctrine  of 
those  false  teachers  who  had  left  the  Church,  tells  them,  "Ye 
have  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye  know  all  things, 
I  have  not  written  unto  you  because  ye  know  not  the  truth, 
but  because  ye  know  it,  and  that  no  lie  is  of  the  truth.  But 
the  anointing  which  ye  have  received  of  him  abidcth  in  you, 
and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you:  but  as  the  same 
anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is  truth  and  is  no 
lie,  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you  ye  shall  abide  in  him." 

Thus  is  the  virtuous  man  secured  against  all  fatal  error 
and  furnished  for  all  saving  truth,  not  only  by  the  natural 
tendency  of  his  pursuits,  but  by  the  special  appointment  of 
the  only  wise  and  just  governor  of  the  universe;  while  the 
wicked,  in  all  their  various  shades,  by  the  operation  of  the 
righteous  and  unchangeable  constitution  of  moral  causes,  are 
precluded,  by  their  own  perverso  abuse  of  common  mercies. 
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from  tlie  blessing  annexed  to  them,  both  here  and  hereafter. 
*'And  none  oi  the  wicked  shall  understand,  but  the  wise  shall 
understand."  Of  which  words  our  Saviour  himself  has  given 
the  true  and  awakening  exposition,  in  his  application  of  the 
parable  of  the  talents— "For  unto  him  that  hath  shall  be 
given,  and  he  shall  have  abundance;  but  from  him  that  hath 
not,  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  hath." 

From  what  has  been  said  the  following  inferences  seem 
plain  and  obvious,  my  brethren: 

First,  the  religion  of  the  gospel  is  not  the  creature  of  im- 
pulse and  feeling,  arbitrarily  imparted  once  for  all,  and  to  be 
found  most  readily  where  reason  and  understanding  are  the 
farthest  removed  from  their  just  influence.  But  it  is  the 
happy  and  enduring  fruit  of  knowledge  diligently  sought, 
wisely  applied,  faithfully  improved,  and  virtuously  practised. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  gradual  attainment,  and  as  such,  requires 
and  is  provided  with  all  those  means  which  the  goodness  of 
God  has  prepared  and  appointed  to  that  end.  Now,  these 
means  consist  of  our  own  exertions  and  of  his  grace;  to  sepa- 
rate them  is  to  deprive  ourselves  of  both.  He  that  would 
reach  heaven  in  his  own  strength  will  never  rise,  even  to  the 
view  of  its  blessed  mansions  of  glory;  while  he  that  waits  for 
divine  grace,  without  putting  forth  the  strength  already  given, 
and  which  is  to  be  found  in  reading,  meditation,  prayer,  and 
j)enitoncc,  will  wait  in  vain.  God  hath  no  need  of  the  sinful 
man,  therefore  he  nmst  be  sought  unto  by  all  such.  They 
must  come  to  him  for  tliis  blessing,  without  which  we  can  do 
nothing,  that  is,  nothing  that  we  can  do  is  of  any  worth  with- 
out it.  Hence,  we  are  instructed  and  exhorted  "to  work  out 
our  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling; — For  it  is  God  that 
worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure." — • 
"To  add  to  our  faith  virtue,  knowledge,  temperance,  patience, 
godliness,  brotherly  kindness,  charity,  with  all  diligence." — • 
"Thus  making  our  calling  and  election  sure." 

Secondly,  as  the  continuing  to  neglect  both  our  duty  and 
our  interest,  in  securing  the  salvation  of  our  souls,  is  showed 
by  the  text  to  be  followed  by  increasing  blindness  and  cor- 
ruption of  mind,  to  the  final  destruction  of  all  spiritual  sense 
and  feeling,  it  follows,  as  a  most  reasonable  inference,  that 
aM  delay  to  turn  from  such  a  ruinous  course,  is  a  further 
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tempting  of  God,  and  an  undeniable  proof  of  that  'wickedness 
which  "shall  not  understand." 

All  warning,  my  dear  hearers,  is  given  for  ns  to  profit  by, 
and  our  reason  is  to  judge  of  the  just  application  of  that 
warning.  To  your  reason,  then,  I  appeal,  to  the  sober  reason 
of  all  present,  in  whatever  degree  the  text  finds  vou,  whether 
of  the  thoughtless,  the  over-engaged,  or  the  actually  vicious. 
Are  the  pursuits  you  are  occupied  with,  such  as  God  will  ap- 
prove of  and  reward  hereafter?  K  they  are,  if  they  are  such 
as  you  can  bring  to  the  standard  of  his  word,  and  find  them 
there  approved;  yea,  further,  if  they  are  such  as  your  own 
experience  shows  to  be  profitable  for  the  advancement  of 
spiritual  light  in  your  minds  and  the  increase  of  the  poWer 
of  God  over  your  hearts  and  lives,  then  cleave  to  them,  and 
engage  yet  more  diligently  in  them;  but  if  they  are  not,  if 
your  own  reason  and  conscience,  if  the  observation  and  ex- 
perience of  all  who  are  competent  to  judge,  above  all,  if  the 
word  and  wisdom  of  God  testifies  with  these,  that  they  are 
hourly  sinking  you  deeper  into  darkness  and  delusion,  hourly 
carrying  you  away  further  from  God,  from  hope,  and  from 
liappiness;  what  then — what  says  reason,  what  says  conscience, 
what  says  religion,  what  say  the  united  voices  of  the  wise 
and  the  good  in  all  ages?  "Forsake  the  foolish  and  live; 
make  no  tarrying  to  turn  to  the  Lokd;  we  have  sinned;  we 
have  done  wickedly,  and,  therefore,  the  way  of  truth  is  hid 
from  us."  And  what  says  the  mercy  of  God  to  those  who 
turn  to  him  in  righteousness?  "When  the  wicked  man  turn- 
eth  away  from  his  wickedness  that  he  hath  committed,  and 
doetli  that  which  is  lawful  and  right,  he  shall  save  his  soul 
alive."  "God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  be- 
gotten Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  per- 
ish, but  have  everlasting  life."  And  lest  this  should  not  be 
thought  warning  and  encouragement  sufiicient,  by  the  sin- 
darkened  hearts  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  generation,  what 
says  this  only  begotten  Son  to  all  under  the  gospel?  "Come 
unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will 
give  you  I'^est; — him  that  cometh  to  me  I  wall  in  no  wise  cast 
out."  And  what  says  this  merciful  Sa\'iour  even  to  the 
blindness  of  sin  and  unbelief?  "I  am  the  light  of  the  world; 
he  that  followeth*  me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall 
[Vol.  2,— *6.] 
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have  tlie  light  of  life;  lie  that  hath  ears  to  hear  let  him  hear;"" 
and  he  that  hath  a  heart  to  perceive  let  him  understand; 
''and  whosoever  will,  let  him  come  and  take  of  the  water  of 
life  freely." 

'•To-daj,  then,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  yomr 
hearts,  but  turn  nnto  the  Lokd  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon 
you,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon." 


SERMON  VI. 

THE  jailer's   question   TO   ST.   PAUL, 


Acts  xvi.  30,  latter  clause. 
"What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?" 

Some  degree  of  concern,  and  even  of  anxiety,  as  to  the 
failure  or  success  of  important  interests,  is  inseparable,  I  be- 
lieve, my  brethren,  from  our  present  condition.     While  hope 
and  fear  vibrate  in  uncertainty,  the  restlessness  of  insecurity 
must  be  felt,  and  will  manifest  a  corresponding  influence  upon 
the  tlioughts  and  upon  the  conduct.     That  this  concern  and 
nnxiety  is  more  frequent  as  well  as  stronger  in  degree  re- 
specting our  temporal  than  our  sjtiritual  interests,  is,  unhap- 
pily, the  experience  of  every  Christian  land.     And  while  it 
is  acknowledged  to  be  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  rela- 
tive importance  of  the  two  ijiterests,  but  feeble  efforts  are 
"made  to  counteract  it;  and  the  consequence  certainly  follows, 
that  it  increavses  in  power,  and  ultimately  excludes  every 
spiritual  desire  and  inclination.     Now  though  this  is  known 
to  be  the  effect,  and  notwithstanding  the  admonitions  of 
Scripture  are  full  and  express  against  undue  or  misplaced 
anxiety  as  to  worldly  condition,  "the  things  that  are  seen" 
prevail  over  "the  things  that  are  not  seen,"  and,  in  a  variety 
of  ways,  "blind  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not,"  to  theii* 
everlasting  ruin.     Yet  public  opinion,  as  well  as  private  in- 
clination, is  disposed  to  treat  this  departure  from  God,  or 
rather  this  refusal  to  come  to  God,  leniently,  and  in  the  com- 
mon guilt  to  lose  sight  of  the  common  danger;  and  because 
some  respect  can  be  and  is  shown  to  the  outward  observances 
of  Christianity,  and  because  less  of  open  out-breaking  "^acked- 
ness  is  perpetrated  by  the  careful  and  w^orldly-minded  than 
by  the  careless  and  dissolute,  therefore  the  delusion  is  cherish- 
ed that  the  high  and  holy  hope  of  the  gospel  may,  for  such, 
be  relied  upon. 

Tliere  are,  however,  some  minds  so  overrun  with  levity  and 
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thoughtlessness,  that  they  appear  impenetrable  to  everv  tiling 
like  sei-ioiis  impression,  or  continued  application.  Trifles 
alone  interest  tiiem  and  engage  their  activity.  But  of  such, 
no  man  augurs  well,  nor  is  much  disposition  felt  to  admit  the 
excuse  "which  may  be  offered  on  the  ground  of  natural  dis- 
position; it  is  condemned  as  inconsistent  with  either  feeling 
or  reflectioTi,  and  as  precluding  any  reasonable  hope  of  use- 
fulness or  success  in  life.  This  judgment,  I  believe,  is  cor- 
rect in  the  general;  for  experience  and  observation  concur  in 
proving,  that  until  this  frivolous,  inconsiderate  state  of  mind 
is  cured,  the  expectation  of  any  thing  profitable  to  themselves 
or  useful  to  others  is  hardly  to  be  entertained. 

Thus  do  we  reason  and  decide,  my  brethren,  and  correctly 
too,   as  regards  the  interests  of  time.     But  wherefore   is  it, 
that  we  stop  short  of  the  extent  to  which  this  mode  of  reason- 
ing would  carry  us — that  we  are  not  instructed  by  the  analogy 
which  temporal  things  bear  to  those  which   are  eternal,  and 
are  not  moved  thei-eby  to  feel  the  same  anxiety,  and  put 
forth  the  same  diligence,  for  tlie  welfare  of  our  souls,  which 
we  manifest  for  that  of  our  bodies?     Wherefore  do  the  care- 
ful and  the  thoughtful,  and  the  calculating  men  of  business, 
condemn  the  equally  bus3\  though  careless  and  inconsiderate 
men  of  pleasure,  as  it  is  called?     If  their  pursuits  are  alike 
bounded  by  the  present  life,  wherein  do  they  differ  in  event, 
as  respects  the  great  purpose  of  our  being?  This  is  the  touch- 
stone of  all  worldly  condition — the  test  of  all  present  occu- 
pation to  accountable  beings — for.  surely,  when  compared 
with  eternity,  the  gravest  as  well  as  the  gayest,  the  weightiest 
as  well  as  the  more  trifling  pursuits  of  the  world,  are  alike 
frivolous  and  unworthy  the  exclusive  regard  of  an  immortal 
soul.     In  the  sight  of  God  what  matters  it,  my  hearers, 
whether  our  hearts  are  set  on  business  or  on  pleasure,  during 
the  four-score  years  of  our  limited  pilgrimage?  These  equally 
usurp  the  place  which  he  alone  should  fill,  and  they  alike 
militate  against  the  great  and  declared  purpose  of  his  wisdom 
and  mercy  in  permitting  the  world  to  continue,  and  in  grant- 
ing to  its  inhabitants  opportunity  and  means  to  regain  the 
bright  inheritance  which  by  sin  was  forfeited,  and  escape  the 
condemnation  which  by  sin  was  incurred.     These  ai'e  con- 
siderations which  sweep  into  nothing  the  anxieties  of  thecare- 
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fill,  and  the  frivolities  of  the  thoughtless;  which  conclude,  un- 
ani^werably,  against  all  false  estimates  of  moral  condition,  as 
gi'cMinds  of  hoi)e  towards  God;  and,  if  allowed  to  operate, 
force  from  the  convicted  conscience  the  alarmed  exclamation 
of  my  text — '"What  must  I  do  to  be  saved;"' 

IIap])y,  my  brethren,  yea,  thrice  ha})py  for  tliose  who, 
either  In'  some  startling  providence  of  God  or  by  the  equally 
efficacious  and  more  ordinary  method  of  his  grace  operating 
through  the  written  word,  are  brought  to  this  point,  and 
awakened  to  their  true  condition  before  the  dream  of  life  is 
suri>rised  by  the  realities  of  eternity.  For  if  there  be  a  life 
beyond  this  present  mortal  existence,  if  death  do  not  put  a 
final  period  to  our  being,  if  joy  or  sorrow,  and  for  ever,  too, 
await  us  beyond  the  grave,  what  equally  important  inquiry 
can  occupy  the  attention  of  accountable  beings  with  that  of  the 
condition  into  which  we  shall  pass  when  we  drop  these  mortal 
bodies  and  enter  upon  a  new  and  never-ending  existence? 

From  this  passage  of  Scripture,  therefore,  I  will  first  lay 
before  you  some  reflections  calculated  to  explain  and  apply 
the  text,  and  then  give  the  answer  to  this  anxious  and  most 
important  inquiry — "What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?" 

I.  These  words,  we  know,  my  hearers,  were  uttered  by  the 
jailer  of  Philiopi,  oji  occasion  of  the  midnight  earthquake 
which  attended  the  imprisonment  of  Paul  and  Silas,  because 
of  the  religion  which  they  pi'eached.  This  was  an  event  very 
alai-ming  in  itself,  and,  connected  with  the  circumstances 
which  preceded  the  ai'rest  of  the  apostle  and  his  companion^ 
well  calculated  to  produce  that  deep  impression  of  guilty  fear, 
which  imminent  danger  awakens  in  the  conscience  of  the 
sinner.  The  man,  indeed,  was  a  Heathen;  but  he  was  not, 
therefore,  without  those  apprehensions  of  futurity  which  are 
insei)arable  from  human  nature.  The  doctrine  of  those  ser- 
vants of  Christ  had  been  the  sultject  of  attention  in  the  city, 
and  was  doubtless  known  to  him.  And  the  miraculous  at- 
testation to  its  truth  which  the  eaithquake  afforded,  produced, 
at  once,  full  conviction  of  his  danger  as  a  sinner  ignorant  of 
God  and  unprepared  to  meet  his  righteous  judgment;  but 
with  hope  of  deliverance  through  those  heralds  of  mercy, 
whi>se  ])rayers  and  pi-aises  were  thus  visibly  answered. 

Are  we,  therefore,,  to  expect  such  extraordinary  inanifesta- 


63  THE   jailer's   question   TO   ST.   PAUL. 

tious  of  divine  power  now,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  in  order 
to  awaken  men  to  their  danger  as  sinners,  and  convert  them 
to  Gou?  No,  by  no  means.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  that 
miraculous  interposition  has  long  been  withdrawn  from  the 
gospel,  and  that  the  pretence  to  it,  in  any  shape,  is  a  mark 
of  Anti-Christ.  We  also  know,  that  even  in  the  age  of  mira- 
cles all  conversions  were  not  thus  produced,  and  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  such  were  few  in  proportion  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  converts  to  the  faith.  Of  this  we  have  a  particular  in- 
stance in  tliis  same  city  of  Philippi,  under  the  same  ministers, 
in  the  conversion  of  Lydia,  by  the  ordinary  operation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  disposing  the  heart  to  believe  and  obey  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

"With  the  proof  of  divine  origin  for  Christianity,  confirmed 
by  centuries  of  opposition  and  success,  and  with  a  recorded 
Scripture,  established  as  the  word  of  God  by  the  highest  at- 
testation, men  are  not  now  to  wait  or  look  for  miraculous  dis- 
plays of  the  Spirit,  and  those  wlio  do,  will  wait  and  look  in 
vain  for  aught  but  the  deceits  of  an  enthusiast's  imagination. 
The  providences  of  God  are,  indeed,  so  ordered  as  to  work 
totJ-ether  with  the  warning  and  instruction  of  his  holy  word,  to 
lead  men  to  repentance,  so  great  is  his  mercy  to  us  ward;  but 
independent  of  this  it  is  now  made  the  duty  of  all  men,  every 
where,  to  believe  the  gospel,  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
will  of  God,  to  repent  and  cease  from  sin,  and  to  pray  earn- 
estly for  the  light  and  succor  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  make  his 
word  life  and  power  to  their  souls. 

The  effect  of  thus  obeying  the  divine  precepts  is  just  as 
certain  as  the  promise  of  God  to  bless  the  means  of  grace, 
faithfully  used,  is  sure  and  unbroken.  And  if  men  were  only 
as  desirous  to  be  saved  as  God  is  that  they  sliould  be  con- 
verted in  order  tliereto,  tl)e  ordinar}^  means  of  grace  would 
be  just  as  efiicient  witiiout  as  witii  those  extraordinary  ope- 
rations, which,  after  all,  derive  their  whole  moral  effect  from 
the  influence  of  tiie  Holy  Guost. 

The  words  of  the  text  also  suggest  to  us  the  hopeless  con- 
dition of  mankind  by  nature.  "What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?" 
Hence  it  appears,  that  in  his  actual  condition  tlie  jailer  was 
not  saved,  that  he  was  made  sensible  of  this,  that  he  con- 
■sidered  it  a  state  of  great  danger,  and  was  prompted  to  seek 
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deliverance  from  it.  Now  it  is  very  certain  that  the  earth- 
quake cou'ld  not,  of  itself,  do  this.  But  the  discoveries  of  the 
gospel,  as  preached  by  St.  Paul,  applied  to  the  conscience  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  were  fully  competent  to  show  the  true 
condition  of  man  as  a  fallen  ci'eature,  and  of  himself  as  one 
of  that  guilty  race.  Reflection  and  self-examination  cimld 
not  fail  to  strengthen  this  conviction  of  divine  truth,  which 
the  earthquake  confirmed,  by  showing  him  the  imminence 
of  his  danger,  and,  by  bringing  his  fears  to  a  point,  made  him 
a  sincere  supplicant  for  the  light  of  life.  The  words  of  the  text, 
then,  are  not  altogether  the  consequence  of  fear  and  alarm,  but 
the  result  of  reflection  on  previous  information,  quickened  into 
•effect  by  a  visible  display  of  the  power  of  God;  nor  yet  are 
the}^  to  be  confined  to  this  or  to  any  other  extraordinary  in- 
stance of  conversion  to  God,  but,  either  in  themselves  or  in 
the  sentiment  which  they  so  strongly  express,  ought  to  be  the 
lieartfelt  language  of  everj^  child  of  Adam  to  whom  the  word 
of  this  salvation  is  sent. 

The  leading  discoveries  of  the  gospel  are,  the  fall  of  man 
by  the  commission  of  sin,  the  corruption  of  his  nature,  his 
■consequent  separation  from  God  and  condemnation  to  death 
temporal  and  eternal;  and  the  recovery  of  this  fallen  creature 
by  the  undertaking  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  his  consequent 
reprieve  from  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  with  the  pro- 
vision of  adequate  means  for  his  renewal  and  sanctification 
by  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  These  are  the  great  and  mo- 
mentous truths  which  are  "commanded  to  be  preached 
among  all  nations  for  tlie  obedience  of  faith,"  which  every 
man  must  l>elieve  and  apply  to  himself,  and  from  which  it 
follows,  that  the  inquiry  of  my  text  must,  at  some  period,  be 
the  personal  inquiry  of  all  who  shall  ever  come  to  God  on 
the  terms  of  the  gospel.  As  fallen  creatures  we  come  into 
life,  my  dear  hearers;  as  fallen  creatures  we  shall  pass  out  of 
this  present  short  and  uncertain  existence  into  endless  sepa- 
ration from  God,  unless  these  discoveries  of  divine  mercy 
are  so  realized  as  to  convince  us  of  the  one  truth,  in  such 
wise  as  to  bring  us  to  desire  th«  other  with  all  the  intensity 
of  a  heart  that  feels  its  own  ruin  and  hopelessness  without 
iielp  from  God. 

Now,  who  is  here  present  to  whom  these  discoveries  are 
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not  made?  who  among  jou  is  ignorant  of  these  awful  truths, 
and  incapable  of  drawing  the  just  conclusions  from  them? 
and  wliich  of  you  knows  not,  that  death  and  judgment,  that 
heaven  and  hell,  await  the  use  made  of  tliem  by  accountable 
beings?  And  jet  liow  few,  comparatively,  have  ever  seriously 
put  to  themselves  the  question  of  my  text,  have  ever  followed 
out  the  occasional  misw-ivinijs  of  their  own  liearts,  the  alarms 
of  sickness  and  danger,  and  tlie  warnings  of  the  word  of  God, 
so  as  to  meet  fairly,  and  faithfully  to  consider,  tlie  state  of 
their  souls  as  saved  or  lost?  Under  such  circumstances,  my 
friends,  "why  stand  ye  here  all  the  day  idle?"  Do  you  wait 
for  some  convulsion  of  nature,  some  sign  from  heaven,  to 
startle  you  into  salvation?  Is  not  the  veracity  of  God  snflS- 
cient  for  your  faitli  to  build  tlie  commanded  duties  of  religion 
upon?  sufficient  for  you  to  choose  "that  good  part"  which, 
even  reason  teaches,  may  be  gain  and  cannot  be  loss?  Is 
God's  command  to  "repent  and  believe  the  gospel"  of  no 
force  without  a  sign  tVom  heaven?  O  deceive  not  your  own 
souls,  and  cloak  not  your  love  of  sin  by  pretending  an  insuf- 
ficient revelation.  Know  ye  not,  that  they  who  continued  to 
require  more  signs,  in  the  midst  of  signs  and  wonders,  were 
left  to  the  hardness  of  their  own  deceitful  hearts?  "A  wicked 
and  adulterous  generation  asketh  after  a  sign,  but  there  shall 
no  sign  be  given  unto  it  but  the  sign  of  the  prophet  Jonas." 
And  have  you  not  that  sign  in  the  death  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ,  by  virtue  of  which  only,  the  gospel  with  all  its 
blessings  has  come  unto  you?  O  beware,  lest  tliat  come  upon 
you  which  is  written — "Behold  ye  despisers,  and  wonder  and 
peris]],  for  I  work  a  work  in  your  days,  a  work  which  ye 
shall  in  no  wise  believe,  though  a  man  declare  it  urito  you." 
A  work,  indeed,  shall  be  wrought  in  confirmation  of  the 
gospel,  which  yon  shall  see,  but  it  will  then  be  too  late  to 
profit  by  it.  An  eartliquake  you  shall  have,  in  the  convul- 
sions of  an  expiring  world,  wiien  the  earth  and  the  sea  shall 
give  uj)  their  dead;  a  sign  from  heaven,  also,  you  shall  have, 
in  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  the  clouds,  with  power  and 
great  glory.  IIow  will  you  then  feel,  how  will  yon  tlien  look 
back  u])oii  the  precious  oj^portum'ties  now  slighted,  and  curse 
the  wilful  unbelief  which  has  betraj'cd  you  to  perdition.  O 
let  the  overwhelming  thougiit  now  fix  the  commanding  truth 
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upon  your  conscience,  and  occupy  your  meditations  until  it 
draws  from  your  heart  the  solemn  inquiry,  "what  must  I  do 
to  be  saved?" 

For  the  text,  furthermore,  suggests  the  reflection,  that  there 
is  something  to  be  done  on  our  part,  in  order  to  our  being 
saved. 

The  jailer  was  conscious  that  as  he  was,  he  was  not  saved 
— was  not  in  a  state  of  favor  with  God — and  this  very  con- 
sciousness, as  it  was  the  ground  of  his  alarm  and  inquiry,  so 
was  it  the  entrance  to  his  salvation.  Ought  not,  then,  the 
same  consciousness  to  produce  the  same  eft'ect  now,  and  bring 
every  person  who  has  not  a  well-grounded  Scriptural  hope  of 
God's  favor  througli  the  Lokd  Jesus  Christ,  so  to  doubt  the 
safety  of  his  condition,  as  to  inquire  scrupulously  into  it, 
holding  himself  in  readiness  to  forego  whatever  is  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  gospel,  and  to  embrace  whatever  it  requires? 
Tiiis  appears  to  have  been  the  temper  of  the  jailer,  and, 
snrely,  it  ought  to  be  the  disposition  of  all  who,  like  him, 
have  reason  to  fear  their  condition  for  hereafter  to  be  either 
dangerous  or  doubtful.  Religion,  my  dear  hearers,  the  reli- 
gion of  Jesus  Christ,  is  not  an  abstract  speculation  of  the  in- 
tellectual faculty,  but  a  system  of  practical  truth  for  personal 
observance  and  improvement?  "What  must  I  do  to  be 
saved?"  What  is  my  particular  duty?  What  am  I  to  learn, 
and  believe,  and  do,  in  order  to  escape  everlasting  destruc- 
tion and  obtain  eternal  life?  But  this  is  the  commencement 
only — the  first  fruits  of  a  truly  awakened  sinner,  of  a  sincere 
seeker  after  God,  which  must  be  followed  up  by  doing  what- 
soever is  commanded  in  the  gospel.  How  thoroughly  at  va- 
riance, then,  with  this  active  engagement  on  so  high  an  in- 
terest, is  the  loose  indifference  of  these  latter  days  to  the  dis- 
coveries of  the  gospel,  to  the  high  and  holy  hope  which  it 
gives  to  man?  What  thousands  and  tens  of  tl)ousands  are 
flattering  themselves  with  the  benefit  of  this  hope,  who  have 
never  resorted  to  those  aj^pointed  means  of  grace  by  which 
it  is  certified  and  maintained,  and  have  yet  to  ask  themselves 
the  vital  question— "What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?"  What 
numbers  among  ourselves  leave  this  great  interest  uncared 
for,  wliile  they  give  themselves  without  reserve  to  the  world, 
in  its  business  or  in  its  pleasures.     IIow  shall  I  get  rich? 
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How  shall  I  secure  ray  temporal  interests?  How  shall  I 
compass  the  pleasures  of  the  world?  What  shall  I  eat?  what 
shall  I  drink?  and  wherewithal  shall  I  be  clothed?  are  allowed 
to  swallow  up  the  anxieties  and  pervert  the  exertions  which 
eternity  calls  for,  and  without  which  it  must  be  miserable 
and  undone. 

And  wherefore  is  it  thus? — wherefore  is  it,  that  beings  who 
can  reason,  and  calculate,  and  discern,  and  exert  themselves 
for  a  present  interest,  will  not  apply  the  same  faculties  to 
that  which  is  future,  and  on  surer  grounds  of  success  combine 
them  all  into  one  continued  eflbrt  in  working  out  their  ever- 
lasting salvation?  Alas!  .it  is  for  the  very  reason  which 
should  constrain  them  to  do  otherwise.  It  is  because  they 
are  fallen  creatures,  with  corrupt  hearts,  blinded  minds,  and 
perverted  desires.  It  is  because  they  will  not  receive  the 
trutli,  even  from  God.  Because  they  will  not  come  to  the 
light  which  his  holy  word  sheds  over  their  condition,  and 
consider  and  apply  its  gracious  and  glorious  discoveries  to 
themselves.  It  is  because  they  will  not  pray  for  the  help 
and  succor  of  the  Holy  Spieit  to  lead  them  to  the  truth,  and 
make  it  eifectual  to  the  renewal  of  their  hearts.  And,  above 
all,  it  is  because  they  do  not  cease  from  sin,  but  resist  the 
godly  motions  and  admonitions  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  their 
consciences,  doing  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace,  and  not  be- 
cause they  cannot  do  otherwise,  or  are  not  aware  that  they 
ought  to  act  otherwise.  "This  is  the  condemnation,  that  light 
has  come  into  the  world,  but  men  loved  darkness  rather  than 
light,  because  their  deeds  were  evil."  No  one,  under  the 
light  of  the  gospel,  can  plead  ignorance  of  the  will  of  God. 
JSo  one,  under  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  can  plead  inability  to 
do  the  will  of  God.  His  wisdom  hath  left  us  all  without  ex- 
cuse, my  friends,  and  his  command  hath  made  it  the  first, 
the  highest,  the. most  innuediate  duty  of  every  soul  who  hears 
its  joyful  sound,  to  inquire,  as  for  life — "What  must  I  do  to 
be  savedT'  God  grant  it  may  be  so  impressed  upon  your 
hearts  this  day,  that  we  may  hear  the  welcome  question  from 
all  who  have  hitherto  been  negligent  of  their  souls. 

II.  I  come  now,  as  was  proposed,  to  give  the  answer  to  the 
inquiry  made  in  my  text. 

That  it  is  in  our  power  to  answer  it,  ought  to  be  a  subject 
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of  the  deepest  thankfulness,  my  brethren  and  hearers;  and  it 
may  serve,  perhaps,  to  awaken  a  higher  sense  of  what  we 
owe  to  God  for  this  distinction,  to  reflect  what  our  condition 
would  be  were  we  deprived  of  it.  What  a  dark  and  dismal 
gloom  would  settle  over  our  prospects  fur  hereafter,  and  how 
heavily  the  soul  would  drag  through  a  weary  existence  to 
the  painful  uncertainty  of  an  unknown  eternity.  It  may 
serve,  also,  to  startle  those  into  reflection,  who,  having  such 
great  things  provided  for  them  by  the  love  of  Cukist,  yet 
neither  ask  the  question  nor  seek  for  the  answer.  God  grant 
that  they  may  now  give  heed  to  it. 

The  direct  answer  is  given  in  very  few  words  in  Scripture, 
and  both  by  our  Loed  himself  and  by  St.  Paul,  in  the  same 
terms.  To  the  question  from  the  Jews — "What  shall  we  do, 
that  we  might  work  the  work  of  God?"  Our  Lord  replied, 
"This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he 
hath  sent."  And  to  the  question  from  the  jailer  of  Philippi, 
"What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?"  St.  Paul  replied,  "Believe 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved."  But 
however  briefly  expressed,  the  answer  comprises  the  whole 
body  of  Christian  doctrine  and  practice,  and  must  be  under- 
stood by  us  as  if  he  had  said.  You  must  believe  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  the  only  Saviour  of  sinners;  you 
must  receive  his  doctrine,  obey  the  laws  of  his  kingdom,  and 
follow  the  bright  example  of  his  holy  life,  if  you  would  be 
saved.  To  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  then,  to  the 
attainment  of  eternal  salvation,  will  include  faith,  obedience, 
and  perseverence. 

First,  of  faith. — This,  as  the  root  of  all  religious  attainment 
and  the  entrance  to  the  privileges  of  the  gospel,  is  indispen- 
sable; for,  as  "he  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he 
is,"  so  he  that  cometh  to  God  through  his  only  begotten  Son, 
must  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is,  botli  in  nature  and  office, 
what  the  Scriptures  represent  him  to  be.  This  is  expressed 
in  Scripture  by  receiving  the  testimony  which  God  hath  giv- 
en of  his  Son — the  Scriptures  being  the  record  of  that  testi- 
mony, inspired  and  verified  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  faith 
includes  his  divine  nature  as  the  Son  of  God.  That  he  who 
took  our  nature  upon  him,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  work 
of  our  redemption,  was  God  as  well  as  man — one  with  the 
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Father — of  the  same  eternity,  power,  and  glory — God  over 
all,  blessed  for  ever.  This  is  fundamental,  my  brethren,  and 
lies  at  the  very  threshold  of  the  gospel;  because  on  this  de- 
pends the  whole  virtue  and  efficacy  of  his  death  as  an  atone- 
ment for  sin,  of  his  merits  as  the  ground  of  man's  acceptance 
with  God,  and  of  liis  mediatorial  office  between  God  and  man. 
This  was  the  faith  of  Peter,  not  revealed  to  him  by  flesh  and 
blood — the  faith  on  M'hich,  as  on  a  rock,  the  church  is  built 
— tills  was  the  faith  professed  by  the  Ethiopian  eunuch,  when 
baptized  by  Philip — this  is  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints — this  is  the  faith  into  which  we  are  baptized,  my  breth- 
ren, and  which  we  must  keep,  if  we  would  be  saved.  Nor 
is  there  an  instance,  in  Scripture  or  in  the  primitive  Church, 
of  any  person  being  admitted  to  the  Christian  name  and  pri- 
vileges, but  on  the  profession  of  this  faith. 

Believing  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  includes,  also,  the  be- 
lief of  the  doctrines  he  taught,  by  himself  and  by  his  apos- 
tles, as  contained  in  the  Scriptures.  These  are  to  us  what  the 
preaching  of  the  inspired  men  was  to  the  first  Christians,  and 
contain  all  things  necessary  to  be  believed  and  practised  in 
order  to  our  being  saved.  As  a  leading  doctrine — a  primary 
truth,  \vithuut  which  the  whole  Scripture  is  an  unintelligible 
fable — that  of  the  fallen,  lost,  ruined,  and  utterly  helpless 
condition  of  mankind,  by  reason  of  sin,  must  be  received  and 
firmly  believed  by  all  who  would  be  saved.  This  is  the  doc- 
trine which  gives  consistency  to  the  plan  of  our  redemption 
by  the  Son  of  God — which  confirms  the  harmonious  connex- 
ion of  all  the  other  doctrines  of  his  religion,  and  which  alone 
makes  Jesus  Christ  jirecious  to  the  believer.  Nothing,  my 
dear  hearers,  but  the  full,  the  realized  conviction  of  this  fun- 
damental truth,  can  bring  men  to  inquii'e,  in  earnest,  what 
they  must  do  to  i)e  saved.  No  other  view  of  human  nature 
can  cast  down  the  pride  which  exalts  itself  against  God  and 
the  word  of  his  grace,  and  bring  men  to  desire  and  to  pray 
for  the  IIoLY  Spirit,  as  the  author  and  source  of  all  holy  de- 
sires, all  good  counsels,  and  all  just  works  in  the  renewed 
creature.  But  it  is  the  very  doctrine  which  the  natural  man 
most  abhors,  and  exerts  all  his  ingenuity  to  escape  from;  and 
therefore  it  is,  that  it  is  laid  at  the  commencement  of  reli- 
gious attainment,  and  that  no  man  under  the  light  of  the  gos- 
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pel  can  be  saved,  until  truly  convinced,  by  the  word  and 
Spirit  of  God,  tbat  in  iiimself  lie  is  lost  and  undone — that  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  only  has  he  righteousness  and  strength;  and 
is  thereby  brought  to  repentance  towards  God  and  faith  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  fur  pardon  and  acceptance,  fur  the 
renewal  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  for  eternal  life. 

This  is  the  doctrine,  my  brethren,  and  the  onl}^  doctrine, 
which  realizes  the  trutii  of  Scripture,  which  makes  religion 
a  reasonable  service,  and  presents  to  every  man  under  the 
gospel  the  means  of  determining  in  regard  to  his  personal 
condition,  whether  he  hath  indeed  come  to  the  light  or  is  yet 
walking  in  darkness.  For  certain  it  is,  that  no  man  ever 
sought  and  obtained  the  favor  of  God  and  eternal  life,  who 
had  not  first  been  savingly  convinced  that  he  was,  by  nature 
and  practice,  the  enemy  of  God,  the  slave  of  sin,  and  the  heir 
of  eternal  death. 

Secondly,  believing  in  the  Lokd  Jesus  Christ  includes 
obedience  to  his  connnandments. 

Paith  and  obedience  are  inseparable,  my  brethren,  in  any 
just  estimate  of  spiritual  condition.  He  who  disregards  a 
command  wiiich  he  professes  to  believe  is  enjoined  by  Al- 
mighty God,  must  be  presumed  to  labor  under  some  strange 
delusion  as  to  the  nature  of  faith,  or  knowingly  to  act  in  de- 
fiance of  his  Maker.  Otherwise,  his  disobedience  would  con- 
vince him  of  unbelief,  or  true  belief  would  cure  his  dis- 
obedience. While,  therefore,  any  person  continues  in  open 
disobedience  to  any  of  the  commands  of  Christ,  knowing  that 
they  are  so  commanded — which  is  the  case  with  all  under  the 
gospel  who  are  not  wilfully  ignorant — such  a  person  can  have 
no  good  ground  to  hope  that  he  so  believes  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  that  he  shall  be  saved. 

Among  the  commands  of  Christ,  left  with  his  disciples,  one 
is,  that  they  should  openly  profess  his  name  and  religion  be- 
fore the  world,  as  his  peculiar  people.  ISTow  this  all  true  be- 
lievers do.  But  there  are  thousands  npon  thousands,  in 
every  Christian  land,  who  have  never  done  this  beyond  that 
of  their  baptism  in  infancy — all  the  benefit  of  which,  repent- 
ance excepted,  they  have  forfeited,  again  and  again,  by 
personal  sin.  Yet  these  persons  profess  to  believe  in  Christ, 
and  entertain  some  expectation  of  being  saved  through  hi^ 
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merits.  But  must  not  tliis  be  a  wilful  delusion,  seeing  their 
belief  is  not  sufficient  to  lead  thera  to  obey  this  first  and 
easiest  command  of  their  Loed  and  Saviour? 

Another  command  of  Chkist  is,  that  men  should  repent  of 
their  past  sins,  and  cease  from  sin  in  future,  if  they  would  be 
saved  by  him.  And  this  everj'^  true  believer  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  certainly  does.  Yet  there  are  multitudes  of  men  and 
women  living  in  the  practice  of  known  sin,  in  various  ways 
and  degrees,  who  yet  profess  to  believe  in  Christ,  and  to 
hope  for  forgiveness  and  salvation  through  him,  though  this 
belief  has  never  dimmed  their  eye  with  the  tear  of  penitence, 
nor  withheld  their  heart  from  the  sinful  pleasures  of  the 
"world,  or  from  indulgence  in  its  vain  pursuits.  But  is  not 
this  a  still  stronger  delusion  of  the  devil?  an  actual  making 
of  Christ  the  minister  of  sin,  and  a  defeating  of  the  vevj 
purpose  of  his  coming,  which  was  "to  save  his  people  from 
their  sins?"  How,  then,  shall  those  be  saved  from  wrath, 
through  him,  who  will  not  repent  and  cease  from  sin  at  his 
Command? 

A  third  command  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is,  that  his 
disciples  should,  on  suitable  occasions,  commemorate  his 
death  by  partaking  together  of  the  holy  sacrament  which  he 
instituted  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  his  love  in  thus  dying 
for  thera.  This  all  true  believers  not  only  do,  but  consider 
it  the  highest  privilege  to  be  permitted  thus  to  testify  their 
sense  of  the  unspeakable  benefits  by  his  precious  blood-shed- 
ding procured  for  them;  yet  the  countless  majority  of  Chris- 
tian lands  professing  to  hope  in  Christ,  are  utterly  regardless 
of  this  command  of  their  dying  benefactor,  and  flee  away  as 
rapidly  from  the  symbols  of  his  broken  body  and  shed  blood 
as  if  injury  and  not  blessing  lay  hid  in  their  m^^sterious  pro- 
perties. How,  then,  shall  such  persons  be  saved  by  faith  in 
Christ,  if  they  continue  to  disregard  the  plain  commands  of 
Christ?  O  my  dear  friends,  awake,  I  beseech  you,  from  this 
delusion  of  a  barren  and  speculative  faith,  from  the  presump- 
tion of  a  disobedient  hope,  and  from  the  misery  of  a  delayed, 
perhaps  an  unavailing  repentance,  and  learn,  that  if  j-ou 
would  be  saved  you  must  so  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
CiiursT,  as  to  obey  his  commandments.  No  other  proof  can 
you  give,  or  will  he  receive,  tha£  you  do  believe  in  him. 
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I  have  given  instances  in  three  of  his  commands  oiily,  and 
these  the  phiinest  and  most  0})enly  distinctive  of  believers. 
But  they  are  tlie  three  most  openly  disregarded,  and  upon 
pretences  which  aggravate  rather  than  extenuate  tlie  offence, 
Kemember,  I  beseech  yon,  that  himself  warns  us,  that  in  the 
great  day  of  eternity  many  will  claim  an  interest  in  Christ 
whicii  he  will  not  acknowledge,  and  that  it  is  not  crying 
Lord,  Lord,  but  the  doing  the  will  of  God  as  revealed  in  his 
Avord,  that  will  entitle  to  an  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of 
lieaven.  "Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that 
they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in 
through  the  gates  into  the  city." 

Thirdl}',  believing  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  includes  per- 
Beverence  in  faith  and  holiness. 

Religion,  being  the  improvement  of  our  moral  nature,  must 
be  progressive  in  its  attainments.    The  heart  may  be  changed 
in  a  moment,  but  the  life  must  be  amended  by  degrees.    The 
principle  on  which  the  whole  depends,  may  be  the  fruit  of  a 
short  exercise  of  the  faculties  of  the  soul,  but  the  trial  and 
development  of  that  principle  is  the  business  of  the  subseqnent 
life;  and  to  this,  perseverence,  that  is,  continuance  in  a  course 
begun,  is  just  as  essential  as  faith  and  obedience.     For  as  all 
the  faculties  are  strengthened  by  use  and  exercise,  in  like 
manner  our  spiritual  graces  are  enlarged  and  confirmed  by 
patient  continuance  in  well  doing,  nntil  habitual  reverence 
of  God,  constant  regard  to  his  favor,  and  steadfast  preference 
of  his  will,  become  the  established  temper  of  the  soul.     The 
trial  of  the  present  life,  my  Christian  brethren,  is,  to  deter- 
inine  our  fitness  for  eternal  glory;  and,  as  this  can  be  wrought 
out  only  by  a  total  change  of  the  desires  and  afiiections  of  the 
soul,  and  can  be  manifested  only  by  fruits  of  righteousness 
towards  men  and  of  piety  towards  God,  in  the  conduct  of  the 
life — perseverence  in  obedience  to  the  law  of  Christ  is  the 
crown  of  religion.     To  this  duty,  and  it  is  spoken  of  in  Scrip- 
ture only  as  a  duty,  we  are  exhorted  and  encouraged  by  every 
consideration  that  can  add  force  to  the  highest  and  most  glo- 
rious interest  that  a  fallen  creature  can  contem  late.  "Behold 
I  come  quickly;  hold  that  fast  which  thou  hast,  that  no  man 
take  thy  crown."     "But  take  heed  to  yourselves,  lest  at  any 
time  your  hearts  be  overcharged  with  surfeiting  and  drunk- 
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enness,  and  cares  of  this  life,  and  so  that  day  come  upon  you 
unawares."  "For  we  are  made  partakers  of  Cueist  if  we 
hold  fast  the  beginning  of  our  confidence  steadfast  unto  the 
end."  That  we  may  fall  awaj^,  therefore,  is  very  possible, 
and  nothing  but  watchfulness  and  diligence  can  keep  "our 
loins  girt  and  our  lights  burning."  But  the  promises  of  God 
are  more  than  equal  to  this  danger.  To  those  promises,  then, 
let  us  look,  my  brethren,  as  the  anchor  of  tlie  soul.  In  the 
hour  of  temptation  let  us  hear  our  heavenly  leader's  voice, 
encouraging  us  to  "fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,"  with  the 
cheering  declaration — "my  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee."  "He 
that  endureth  to  the  end  the  same  shall  be  saved."  "That 
which  ye  have  already,  hold  fast  till  I  come;  and  he  that 
overcometh  and  keepeth  my  works  unto  the  end,  to  him  will 
I  give  power  over  the  nations,  and  he  shall  rule  them  with  a 
rod  of  iron." 

God  grant,  my  brethren,  that  the  blessed  expectation  may 
lire  our  hearts  with  renewed  zeal  to  win  the  crown  of  eternal 
life — and  that  the  power  of  his  Holy  Spikit  may  stir  up  the 
hearts  of  all  present  so  to  consider  what  has  been  said,  as 
forthwith  to  come  to  Christ,  and  learn  of  him  what  they 
must  do  to  be  saved. 


SERMON   VII. 
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John  iii.  16. 

For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  who- 
soever believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life. 

In  this  epitome  or  abridged  declaration  of  tlie  gospel,  my 
brethren,  we  have  our  thoughts  and  meditations  directed  to 
the  only  foundation  of  Chrifitian  faith  and  hope,  in  that  love 
of  God  which  prompted  him  to  provide  and  bring  to  pass  the 
redemption  and  salvation  of  a  sin-ruined  world.  Whether 
in  any,  and  in  how  many  other  ways,  this  might  have  been 
eflfected  by  infinite  wisdom,  omnipotent  power,  and  bound- 
less love,  must  ever  be  a  vain  and  useless  speculation.  Suf- 
ficient, it  would  appear,  yea,  and  more  than  sufficient,  in  re- 
spect to  any  claim  we  could  possibly  have,  is  it,  that  we  have 
been  in  any  way  cared  for;  and  the  gratitude  due  for  such 
undeserved  favor  should  chase  away  every  overweening  con- 
ceit of  the  wisdom  of  tlie  world,  every  high  thought  which 
exalts  itself  against  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace. 

Yet,  if  we  are  called  on  to  convince  gainsayers,  or  rather, 
to  give  a  right  direction  to  the  views  and  inquiries  of  those 
who  do  err,  because  they  know  not  the  Scriptures  and  the 
power  of  God — (for  ignorance  is  the  parent  of  infidelity) — 
we  are  not  unprovided  with  facts  and  arguments  to  demon- 
strate the  perfect  agreement  of  the  means  with  the  end,  to 
show  the  connexion  of  the  pui-pose  and  the  plan  of  our  sab 
vation,  by  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  harmo- 
nious union  of  the  high  attributes  of  heaven's  justice  and 
dignity  with  the  manifestation  of  mercy  to  man,  by  the  sa- 
crifice of  the  cross.  These,  though  high,  holy,  and  mysteri^ 
ous  things,  are  yet  the  very  life-blood  of  the  religion  we  pro- 
fess, and  the  constant  theme  of  Christian  gratitude,  admira- 
tion and  praise.  Brought  down,  also,  as  they  are,  to  the 
comprehension  of  our  limited  and  clouded  faculties,  and 
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bearing  upon  our  present  and  eternal  welfare,  there  can  be 
no  excuse  for  the  neglect  of  them,  or  of  that  improvement  of 
love  and  mercy  thus  manifested,  which  only  can  deliver  us 
who  are  favored  with  the  gospel,  from  the  double  condem- 
nation of  sin  and  rebellion  persisted  in  against  light  and 
knowledge,  and  salvation  by  the  blood  of  Christ  rejected  and 
tranijded  under  foot.  Oh!  what  a  fearful  thought  it  is,  to 
reflect  on  the  thousands  around  whom  the  light  of  divine 
truth  and  saving  mercy  shines  with  the  bright  effulgence  of 
gospel  day,  who  are  yet  as  unconcerned  for  the  consequences 
as  if  this  life  were  all  they  had  to  provide  for;  as  careless  of 
the  judgment  which  must  pass  upon  them  for  these  mighty 
benetits,  as  if  there  were  neither  a  heaven  or  a  hell  to  receive 
them;  and  as  negligent  of  the  appointed  means  to  reap  the 
fruit  of  redeeming  love,  as  if  God  had  no  claims  upon  them 
as  his  creatures,  and  faith  and  holiness  no  reward,  and  sin 
and  unbelief  no  punishment,  provided  under  his  righteous 
government. 

My  hearers,  you  cannot  escape  from  the  claim  which  the 
gospel  has  upon  you.     Do  what  you  will,  or  think  as  you 
will,  the  word  spoken  unto  you  must  judge  you  at  the  last 
day.     Let  me,  then,  prevail  with  you  for  attention  to  the 
doctrine  contained  in  my  text,  and  for  its  application  to  your 
present  condition,  that  light  may  enter  your  minds,  and  truth 
prevail  against  the  cruel  delusion  of  meeting  death  and  eter- 
nity unprepared  for  either — that  truth  which  sets  forth  the 
great  and  glorious  God  who  has  no  need  of  the  sinful  man, 
yet  interposing  the  might  of  his  transcendent  attributes  to 
redeem  his  soul,  and,  at  the  unspeakable  price  of  his  only 
begotten  Son,  surrendered  to  humiliation,  sufferings,  and 
death,  to  buy  him  back  from  sin  and  death  to  holiness  and 
life   eternal — that  truth  which  proclaims  in  my  text,  the 
antecedent,  unbought  love  of  God  the  Father  Almighty,  to 
a  rebellious  world,  which  is  proclaimed  in  the  gospel  and 
commanded  to  be  ])reached  to  all  nations  for  the  obedience 
of  faith — that  truth  which  calls  particularly  for  our  attention 
at  this  time,  when  the  stated  services  of  the  Church  fix  our 
meditations  on  the  advent  of  our  Lord,  to  fulfil  the  high  and 
holy  purposes  of  that  eternal  counsel  which  lie  purposed  in 
Christ  Jesus  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  and  which 
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is,  indeed,  the  only  predestination  known  to  the  Scriptures 
that  wc  can  apply  to  any  profitable  or  comfortable  purpose. 

In  discoursing  on  this  passage  of  Scripture,  therefore,  I 
shall,  in  the 

FiKST  place,  point  out  the  connexion  of  the  text  with  the 
context. 

Secondly,  I  shall  endeavor  to  explain  what  is  so  clearly 
implied  in  the  text,  that  but  for  the  coming  of  Christ  man 
must  have  perished. 

Thirdly,  I  shall  point  out  the  nature  of  the  salvation  thus 
wrought  out  for  us;  and,  then. 

Conclude  with  an  application  of  the  whole. 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begot- 
ten Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life." 

I.  First,  I  am  to  point  out  the  connexion  of  the  text  with 
the  context. 

That  this  particular  passage  is  a  part  of  our  Lord's  con- 
versation with  Nicodemus,  is  knowm  to  all  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  their  Billies,  as  it  also  is  known  that  he  therein  briefly 
set  forth  the  whole  gospel,  with  the  reason  of  that  particular 
method  in  which  only  the  salvation  of  sinnera  could  be  ac- 
complif^hed,  consistently  with  the  divine  perfections. 

God's  purpose  being,  not  merely  to  vindicate  his  justice  by 
the  inlliction  of  the  threatened  penalty  for  disobedience,  but 
the  farther  and  more  gracious  purpose  of  reclaiming  the  of- 
fender, and  restoring  him  to  the  favor  he  had  forfeited — 
therefore,  the  execution  of  the  sentence  could  not  be  on  the 
sinner  himself,  because  this  would  have  involved  his  imme- 
diate death  and  consequent  condemnation.  Hence  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  substitute  of  the  same  nature,  and  hence  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  when  appointed 
and  accepted  by  the  Father,  to  fulfil  this  mighty  and  gracious 
|)urpose.  The  convei*sation  with  Nicodenius,  therefore,  is  so 
directed  as  to  embrace  both  these  particulars — the  satisfac- 
tion to  be  made  for  sin,  and  the  means  thereupon  and  there- 
by provided  for  the  renewal  of  the  sinner. 

Keeping  this  in  view,  what  is  needful  for  our  present  pm*- 
pose  is  plain.  Our  Saviour  informs  Nicodemus  of  God's  pro- 
posed mercy,  and  of  the  means  by  which  it  was  procured; 
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and  declares  the  necessity  which  man,  as  a  fallen  sinner,  was 
under,  of  a  new  and  spiritual  birth,  to  render  him  capable  of 
the  advantages  proposed  to  him,  and  of  the  appointed  and 
only  sacrifice  for  sin,  of  which  all  others  were  typical.  He 
informs  him,  that  they  had  a  figure  and  a  representation  in 
the  Old  Testament  Church,  which,  in  connexion  with  the 
prophecies  respecting  the  Messiah,  might  have  instructed 
them  that  the  fulness  of  time,  or  the  predicted  time,  was 
come,  when  all  should  be  fullilled.  "For  as  Moses  lifted  up 
the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  Man 
be  lifted  up."  That  as,  in  the  one  case,  those  who  were  bit- 
ten of  actual  venomous  serpents,  were  cured  by  beholding 
the  brazen  serpent — so,  in  the  other  case,  the  soul  bitten  and 
jioisoned  by  the  venom  of  sin,  might  be  healed  by  beholding 
the  Lamb  of  Gou  lifted  up  on  the  cross,  to  take  away  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world. 

Of  the  necessity  of  that  renewal  which  a  spiritually  dead 
creatui-e  must  obtain,  to  render  him  capable  of  spiritual 
things,  expressed  under  the  iigure  of  a  new  birth,  or  birth 
from  above,  he  chides  ISTicodemus  for  being  ignoraiit — "Art 
thou  a  master  in  Israel,  and  knowest  not  these  things?" — 
Seeing  that  both  the  institution  of  sacrifice,  which  is  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  guilt  and  forfeited  life  on  the  part  of  the 
offerer,  and  the  very  reason  of  the  thing,  require  such  a 
change  to  pass  upon  us.     "That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is 
flesh." — By  your  natural  birth  you  have  no  title  to  a  heaven- 
ly inheritance,  nor  any  qualification  for  it.     The  one  can  only 
be  obtained  by  faith  in  me — the  other,  by  repentance  towards 
God,  wrought  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  bringing 
forth  fruit  unto  holiness  of  life.     And  this  birth  from  above, 
this  renewal  of  the  Spikit,  is  only  to  be  obtained  by  believing 
in  my  Person — embracing  my  doctrine — entering  my  Church 
by  baptism,  and  continuing  therein  as  my  disciple.     "Excej)t 
a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spikit,  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God" — either  that  kingdom  which  I  am 
come  to  set  up  and  establish  in  the  world,  or  that  higher, 
but,  at  present,  invisible  kingdom,  to  which  the  profession 
of  my  religion  is  a  preparatory  and  indispensable  step.  "For 
God  so  loved  tlie  Ma)rld  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
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everlasting  life."  Therefore,  I  am  come  into  the  world  to 
gather  into  one  the  children  of  God  scattered  abroad, — to 
fulfil  the  law  and  the  jjrophets — to  declare  the  way  of  God 
more  perfectly,  and  by  tasting  death  for  every  man  to  open 
a  new  and  living  way,  through  faith  and  holiness,  to  eternal 
life.  Thus  iis  light  come  into  tlie  world — that  light  which  is 
the  life  of  men;  and  this  light  is  witnessed  both  by  the  law 
iind  the  pro])hets,  and  confirmed  by  my  doctrine  and  mira- 
cles. "For  God  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn 
the  world,  but  that  the  world  through  him  might  be  saved, 
lie  that  believeth  on  him  is  not  condemned,  but  he  that  be- 
iieveth  not  is  condemned  already.  And  this  is  the  condem- 
nation, that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  but  men  loved 
darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  are  evil." 

Thus  do  Ave  perceive,  my  heai'ers,  the  connexion  of  the 
particular  passage  before  us,  not  only  with  this  conversation, 
but  with  the  whole  gospel.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  germ  of  the 
g:ospel,  and  contains  in  itself.,  as  in  a  seed,  both  the  root  and 
the  branches  -of  that  glorious  dispensation  of  grace  under 
whose  saving  influence  it  is  our  unspeakable  privilege  to  be 
placed.  God  hath  given  his  only  begotten  Son,  and  that 
well  beloved  Son  hath  come,  and  shed  the  light  of  life  over 
a  benighted  and  sin-enslaved  world.  And  yet  what  numbers 
refuse  to  <5ome  to  this  light;  and  for  the  old  reason,  because 
daear  deeds  are  evil.  What  multitudes  clin^  to  the  world  as 
their  hope,  though  they  know  it  is  with  themselves  hasting 
ito  vanish  away!  And  what  still  greater  numbers  care  for 
none  of  these  things,  but  flutter  down  the  stream  of  time, 
amused  with  the  bubbles  which  burst  on  its  surface^ — occu- 
pied with  the  vanities  which  perish  as  they  are  gained — or 
engaged  in  plans  and  expectations  which  promote  the  advan- 
tage of  one,  with  the  injury,  perhaps  the  misery,  of  numbers. 
Yet  these  all  have  souls,  immortal  souls,  too,  and  for  which 
Christ  hath  paid  his  blood.  These  must  all  be  judged  by 
the  word  spoken  unto  them,  and  sufter  the  eternal  forfeit  of 
God's  love  derided,  his  mercy  despised,  his  revealed  wrath 
dared,  unless  they  come  to  repentance,  and  flee  to  that  cross 
which  is  at  one  and  the  same  time  tlie  release  and  the  con- 
demnation of  sin  and  sinners.  To  this  they  are  invited  by 
the  love  of  God,  and  commanded  by  his  authority — to  this 
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they  are  drawn  by  every  motive  which  is  known  to  have 
force  with  reasonable  creatures,  and,  beyond  all,  by  the  tre- 
mendous truth  contained  in  my  text  and  enforced  throughout 
the  gospel,  that  without  an  interest  in  Cueist  they  must  per- 
ish for  ever;  which  brings  me  to  the 

11.  Second  point  proposed,  which  was,  to  explain  what  i& 
so  clearly  implied  in  the  text,  that  but  for  the  coming  of 
Christ  man  must  have  perished. 

It  is  but  to  consider  the  nature  of  sin  and  its  effect  on  the 
sinner,  my  brethren,  to  comprehend  the  value  and  efficacy 
of  this  unspeakable  gift  to  a  world  of  sinners.  Sin  is  any 
want  of  conformity  to  the  pure  and  holy  nature  of  God.  Of 
course  there  can  be  no  fellowship  or  agreement  between  the 
sinner  and  God.  Nor  on  the  part  of  the  sinner  is  it  wished 
— the  holiness  of  God  being  that  attribute  in  Deity  which 
the  habitual  sinner  is  most  at  war  with.  But  more  particu- 
larly, sin  is  the  wilful  transgression  of  any  express  command 
of  God.  Now  this  cannot  take  place,  without  setting  at 
nought  both  the  authority  and  the  goodness  of  God.  So  that 
sin,  in  its  nature,  comprehends  rebellion,  contempt,  and  in- 
gratitude. These  enter  into  the  very  elements  of  sin;  and 
where  they  exist,  as  they  do  in  every  sinner,  though  he  may 
not  be  conscious  of  them  without  reflection,  it  is  plainly  im- 
possible that  any  union  s-hould  continue  between  the  2>arties- 

The  effect  or  consequence  of  sin  is  two-fold — as  respects 
God  and  as  it  respects  ourselves. 

As  respects  God.  Seeing  he  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  be- 
hold iniquity,  and  cannot  look  upon  sin  with  the  least  degree 
of  allowance,  it  must  at  once  cut  off  the  sinner  from  what- 
ever state  of  favor  he  was  pineviously  in.  And  as  it  is  more- 
over direct  rebellion  against  his  sovereign  aiTthodty,  as  su- 
preme lawgiver,  it  calls  loudly  for  the  vindication  of  that 
authority,  by  the  infliction,  of  the  punishment  due  to  and 
denounced  against  it. 

Hence,  as  respects  God,  the  inevitable  consequence  of  sin 
is,  renunciation,  wrath,  and  punishment. 

As  respects  ourselves,  the  effect  or  consequence  of  sin  is^ 
separation  or  excision  from  God;  and  this  virtually,  by  rais- 
ing the  standard  of  rebellion  in  our  hearts,  against  his  au- 
thoa-ity  and  government — and  actually,  by  siding  with  hia 


CHRIST   GIVEN   TO   SAVE.  79 

enemy.  And  were  tliere  nothing  more,  no  farther  conse- 
quences to  be  apprehended,  this  in  itself  would  be  destruc- 
tion; for  to  1)0  cut  off  from  the  only  source  of  all  comfort, 
hope,  and  blessing,  without  a  possibility  of  return,  is,  in  fact, 
to  an  immortal  creature,  to  perish  forever. 

But  this  separation  or  excision  from  God  because  of  sin, 
involves  further  the  loss  of  his  Holy  Spikit,  which  is  the 
principle  of  life — spiritual  life  in  the  soul;  the  depravation 
of  all  the  facukies  of  the  mind,  and  the  decay  and  death  of 
the  body.  Hence,  natural  evil  is  the  consequence  of  sin,  and 
had  no  place  in  the  creation  of  God  until  sin,  entertained  in 
the  will  and  perfected  in  the  act  by  the  lirst  man,  ojiened  a 
door  for  all  its  })lagues  to  enter  in  and  overwhelm  us. 

Xow  if  the  nature  and  effect  of  sin  be  as  I  have  very  briefly 
stated  it,  my  hearers,  and  my  warrant  is  the  word  of  God, 
what  must  become  either  of  an  individual  or  of  a  world  in 
such  a  situation?     Is  it  competent  to  the  rebel  lying  at  mercy 
to  settle  the  conditions  on  which  he  is  to  be  forgiven?     Is  it 
competent  to  the  olfender  to  say  what  satisfaction  shall  be 
g\;fficient  to  compensate  for  his  ofl'ence?     Or  is  this  tlie  pre- 
rogative of  the  party  rebelled  against  and  offended?     Let 
common  sense  and  common  usage   teach  us  wisdom  in  this 
infinite  interest.     But  suppose  the  punishment  and  penalty 
could  be,  by  us,  either  borne  or  escaped  from,  or  satisfied  in 
any  way,  what  becomes  of  the  distance  it  hath  put  between 
God  and  our  souls?     How  is  that  ban-ier  to  be  removed?    Can 
a  human  band  wrest  the  flaming  sword  that  guards  the  tree 
of  life  from  the  hand  of  the  cherubim,  and  regain  the  Para- 
dise from  M'hich  sin  hath  driven  him  out?     But  let  us  admit 
even  this  monstrous  proposition.     Would  Paradise  or  Hea- 
ven be  such  to  the  sinner?     And  is  the  creature,  the  work  of 
another  hand,  able  to  re-create  himself?     Can  he  who  hath 
lost  the  inuige  of  God  restore  it  to  himself?     Will  the  Holy 
Si'iiuT  return  at  his  bidding,  and   renew  him  in  the  spirit  of 
his  mind,  a)u]  restore  what  sin  hath  decayed?     Alas!  here  is 
an  inn)rc'gnable  barrier  which  we  cannot  force,  and  without 
which  God  is  but  lost  to  us  for  ever.     Every  way,  therefore, 
we  are  undone  in  ourselves.     Hope  is  cut  off,  and  heaven 
barred  against  us.     And  thus  we  see  how  man  could  not  but 
have  i^erished  for  ever,  had  Jesus  Cheist  never  been  given. 
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He  only  could  make  the  required  satisfaction  for  the  sins  of 
the  whole  world.  He  only  was  worthy  to  be  heard  in  onr 
behalf.  None  other  than  a  divine  person  could  make  that 
atonement  which  balanced  and  overweighed  the  infinite  de- 
merit of  sin.  And  none  other  than  the  only  wise  God  could 
so  have  met  our  want  with  the  riches  of  his  grace,  as  is  dis- 
played in  the  gospel;  where  "mercy  and  truth  are  met  toge- 
ther, righteousness  and  peace  have  kissed  each  other"^ — where 
sin  is  pardoned  and  justice  satisfied — the  sinner  reclaimed 
and  holiness  established — death  conquered  and  immortality 
brought  to  light — God  glorified  and  the  sinner  saved — ^liell 
overcome  and  heaven  replenished  by  the  cross  of  Chkist. 
"Well  did  St.  Paul  say,  "God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save 
in  the  cross  of  my  Lokd  Jesus  Chkist."  And  O  that  the 
millions  to  whom  this  saving  doctrine  is  plainly  set  forth  by 
the  preaching  of  the  word,  would  but  consider  the  bearing 
it  has  upon  their  eternal  interests;  that  they  would  so  medi- 
tate upon  the  gi-acious  and  merciful  purpose  which  clothed 
him  in  our  nature  and  stretched  him  upon  the  cross,  as  to 
prepare  for  his  second  advent  in  glory,  to  judge  the  world, 
to  triumph  over  his  enemies,  and  reward  his  servants.  O 
come  that  blessed  day  when  trial  will  be  over,  sufi'ering  at 
an  end,  and  Chkist  be  glorified  in  all  his  saints — when  the 
Church  triumphant  shall  celebrate  the  praises  of  her  God 
and  Saviour,  in  hosannas  lasting  as  eternity! 

But  to  attain  this  joyful  and  glorious  hope,  my  brethren, 
the  gracious  purpose  wherewith  God  was  pleased  to  give  his 
only  begotten  Son  must  be  answered;  which  brings  me  to  the 

in.  Third  head  I  proposed  to  speak  of,  which  was  to  point 
out  the  nature  of  the  salvation  thus  wrought  out  for  us.  To 
understand  this  ariglit  and  to  apply  it  ]n-ofitably,  we  must 
consider  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  undoing. 

As  this  undoing  extended  both  to  body  and  soul,  the  salva- 
tion wrought  out  for  us  by  Christ  reaches  to  the  same  extent. 

The  salvation  of  the  body  is  accomplished  in  its  resurrec- 
tion from  the  dead,  whereof  we  have  the  assurance  in  the  re- 
surrection of  Christ's  body,  which  was  of  the  same  mortal 
and  corruptible  nature  as  that  in  which  we  are  found.  "As 
in  Adam  all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive."  "And 
to  this  end  Chkist  both  died  and  rose  again,  and  revived. 
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tliat  he  might  be  Lobd  both  of  the  dead  and  living."  As  the 
entertainment  of  sin  established  the  empire  of  death  over 
man  fallen,  so  the  conquest  of  sin,  and  of  him  who  had  the 
power  of  death,  by  our  representative,  restores  that  immor- 
tality to  the  body  for  which  it  was  originally  created.  Tliis 
peculiar  and  distinguishing  doctrine  of  Christianity  was  one 
of  the  fruits  of  Chkist's  undertaking  for  us;  and  while  it  is 
full  of  hope  and  comfort  to  those  who  ernbrace  and  obey 
the  gospel,  increases  the  horror  and  despair  of  those  who  re- 
ject it.  Because  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  judgment  that  the 
dead  shall  be  raised,  that  soul  and  Tbody,  once  more  united, 
and  for  evermore  incapable  of  decay  or  dissolution,  may  suf- 
fer or  enjoy,  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  to  all 
eternity.  Oh!  what  a  price  will  those  who  now  sacriUce  to 
the  flesh  then  pay,  for  the  short  lived,  unsatisfying  enjoy- 
ments of  sense;  and  what  a  rich  reward  will  those  who  now 
crucify  the  flesh  with  the  aftections  and  lusts  of  a  fallen 
nature,  then  reap.  O  that  we  could  realize  this  awful  truth 
as  we  ought,  and  see  the  intemperance  and  thoughtlessness 
of  both  old  and  young  falling  before  it.  But  alas!  while  this 
is  unheeded,  iniquity  will  abound. 

The  salvation  of  the  soul  is  accomplished  by  restoring  it  to 
the  image  from  which  it  is  fallen.  As  sin  committed  proved 
the  death  of  the  soul,  the  destruction  of  its  faculties  of  know- 
ing, loving,  and  pleasing  God,  so  by  the  destruction  of  sin  is 
the  soul  restored  to  its  original  health,  and  rendered  capable 
of  all  that  the  gospel  requires.  Now,  it  is  only  by  the  Spikit 
OF  God  (that  same  Spirit  which  formed  the  life  of  their  souls 
in  our  first  parents,  but  departed  from  them  when  they  sinned) 
that  this  can  be  wrought  in  us  their  progeny.  And  this  Spirit 
is  the  purchase  of  Christ's  death,  who,  "when  he  ascended 
u])  on  high,  led  captivity  captive  and  received  gifts  for  men." 
This  is  the  turning  point  of  the  religion  of  the  gospel,  which 
is,  therefore,  called,  emphatically,  the  disi^ensation  of  the 
Spirit.  It  is  by  this  Spirit  that  we  are  convinced  of  sin  and 
moved  to  repentance.  It  is  by  this  Si'irit  that  we  are  re- 
newed to  holiness  and  confirmed  in  faith.  It  is  by  this  Spirit 
that  our  union  with  Christ  is  witnessed,  and  the  atonement 
of  his  death  personally  applied  to  the  pardon  of  our  sins  and 
acceptance  with  God.     And  it  is  by  this  Spirit  dwelling  iu 
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ns  that  our  mortal  bodies  will  be  raised  at  the  last  day.  This'' 
precious  gift  is  the  promise  of  the  Father  and  the  purchase  of 
the  Son.  As  without  His  quickening,  renewing  power,  all 
the  other  parts  of  our  redemption  and  salvation  would  have 
been  in  vain,  so  unless  m'c  obtain  and  follow  the  Spirit  we 
can  never  be  prepared  for  heaven.  And  what  is  thus  so  neces- 
sary for  all  is  freely  offered  to  all  under  the  gospel;  it  is  offered 
to  our  prayers,  to  our  earnest  endeavors  to  conform  to  the 
Avill  of  God;  yea,  he  is  present  in  every  one  of  you,  my 
hearers,  at  this  present  moment,  though  ye  know  him  not/ — • 
ready  to  perform  his  gracious  operations  upon  your  hearts  and 
bring  you  back  to  Goo,  turning  you  from  sin.  He  stands 
ready  to  enlighten  your  ignorance,  to  strengthen  your  weak- 
ness, to  reprove  your  folly,  and  admonish  your  carelessness. 
And  how  often  have  you  grieved  him,  and  turned  away  from 
the  gracious  convictions  he  hath  wrought  in  your  hearts.  O 
turn  not  away  from  his  wholesome  though  sometimes  painful 
discipline,  but  yield  yourselves  to  the  truth  which  saveth; 
that,  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  your  minds,  the  salvation 
wrought  out  for  you  by  the  Son  of  God  may  be  accomplished 
by  victory  over  sin  in  this  life,  by  the  attainment  of  the  mind 
that  was  in  Christ,  and  by  the  final  triumph  of  soul  and  body 
togctlier,  over  death  and  hell,  in  the  great  day  of  eternity. 
Thus  shall  the  gracious  purpose  wherefore  God  gave  his  Son, 
and  that  Son  consented  to  be  given  for  us,  be  answered.  Thus 
shall  he  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  his  second  coming 
welcome  you  to  the  joy  and  glory  of  his  heavenly  kingdom. 
The  religion  of  the  gospel,  my  friends,  is  a  provision  of 
God's  mercy  to  save  your  souls  from  eternal  death,  not  ab- 
solutely, but  on  conditiou  that  you  apply  the  means  furnish- 
ed you,  to  conquer  sin  and  attain  to  tliat  holiness  without 
which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.  The  sentence  of  eternal 
death  stands  iirm  against  every  son  of  Adam  who  rejects  the 
gospel  and  the  love  and  conq)assion  of  God  in  giving  his  Son; 
and  the  suifcrings  of  that  Sou  for  you  will  increase  that  con- 
dcnination  beyond  all  j)<)wer  of  exju'ession.  From  this  there 
is  no  escape.  It  is  the  appointment  from  heaven,  and  cannot 
be  reversed.  Take,  then,  the  warning  of  this  day,  and  let 
the  api)lication  of  what  has  been  said  lead  you  to  a  serious 
consideration  of  what  God  hath  done  for  you — of  the  answer 
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you  will  be  able  to  make  when  your  account  is  called  for, 
and  from  this  judge  of  your  state.  In  vain  M'ill  Cuuist  have 
been  given  by  the  love  of  God,  if  the  purpose  for  which  he 
came  and  sufl'ered  is  not  answered.  In  vain  will  faith  in  him 
be,  if  that  faith  is  not  fruitful  in  holiness.  In  vain  shall  we 
call  him  Lord,  if  we  do  not  the  things  which  he  says.  AlasI 
alas!  that  so  many  who  know  all  these  things  should,  never- 
theless, remain  unmoved  by  them,  and  never  take  a  single 
step  God  ward;  who  hear  to  condemnation,  and  make  a  preach- 
ed gospel  the  savor  of  death  to  their  souls;  whom  neither  love 
can  draw  nor  fear  drive  from  the  follies  of  the  world  and  the 
witcheries  of  sin.  Merciful  Lord!  point  the  truth  of  thy 
word  to  their  hearts;  and  let  this,  the  holy  day,  witness  thy 
power  to  save,  by  bringing  some  poor  sinner  "from  darkness 
to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God." 


SERMON   VIII. 
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For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  ain  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might 
be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him. 

This  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  Christian  faith,  on  which 
the  gospel,  with  all  its  gracious  invitations,  encouraging  pro- 
mises, and  enlivening  hopes,  is  founded — from  which  all  the 
appointments,  ordinances,  and  means  of  religion  derive  their 
whole  efficacy,  and  to  which,  as  the  procuring  cause  of  pardon, 
grace,  and  everlasting  life  to  sinful  mortals,  it  continually  refers 
the  devout  worshipper  of  God  and  his  Christ,  forms  at  all  times 
a  proper  and  profitable  subject  for  the  meditations  of  Christians. 

It  must,  consequently,  be  to  all  a  most  solemn  and  impres- 
sive subject,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  seeing  it  involves  in 
its  consideration  the  heinous  and  destructive  nature  of  sin,  the 
ntter  insufficiency  of  all  and  every  human  means  to  expiate 
the  guilt  of  its  commission,  the  wonderful  provision  of  God's 
love,  mercy,  and  wisdom,  to  constitute  sinners  righteous  in 
his  sight  by  the  merits  of  Christ,  and  the  personal  interest 
each  individual  present  has  in  this  only  propitiation,  atone- 
ment, and  satisfaction  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  whether 
original  or  actual.  I  shall,  therefore,  consider  the  text  as 
comprising  the  following  points  of  doctrine: 

First,  that  all  men  stand  in  need  of  a  Savioui'. 

Secondly,  that  the  righteousness  or  morality  of  our  lives 
can  avail  us  nothing  for  acceptance  with  God,  otherwise  than 
under  the  shield  of  Christ's  perfect  righteousness. 

Thirdly,  that  we  can  secure  an  interest  in  the  satisfaction 
made  to  the  divine  justice  by  the  death  of  Christ,  no  other- 
wise than  by  so  receiving  the  testimony  God  hath  given  of 
his  Son  as  to  believe  and  obey  the  gospel. 

Fourthly,  that  to  those  only  who  thus  receive  and  apply 
it,  is  this  wonderful  appointment  of  God,  set  forth  in  the 
te.xt,  made  effectual  to  salvation. 
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"For  he  liatli  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin, 
that  we  miglit  be  made  the  righteousness  of  Gou  in  him." 

I.  First,  then,  we  learn  from  the  text  that  all  men  stand 
in  need  of  a  saviour. 

Our  condition  with  respect  to  God,  how  we  stand  in  regard 
to  his  present  and  future  favor,  is  infinitely  the  most  impor- 
tant of  all  our  concerns,  my  brethren.  It  may  be  well  or  it 
may  be  ill  with  us  in  the  present  life;  we  may  enjoy  or  we 
may  suifer;  but  in  either  case  we  can  look  to  the  end  of  it. 
In  another  life,  however,  this  advantage  is  done  away,  and 
whatever  our  condition  shall  be,  it  is  a  never-ending  and  un- 
changeable one.  And  this  it  is  which  stamps  with  such  super- 
lative folly  the  guilt  of  those  who  neglect  to  consider,  with 
the  attention  and  seriousness  it  deserves,  the  ground  of  their 
expectations,  whatever  these  may  be,  when  death  shall  close 
the  scene  of  temporal  things  and  introduce  them  to  those 
which  are  eternal. 

One  very  strong  proof  of  the  divine  original  of  the  Scrip- 
tures of  our  faith,  is  their  agreement  with  the  universal  im- 
pressions of  mankind;  whether  aided  by  revelation  or  left  in 
the  darkness  of  their  natural  state;  and  the  complete  relief 
which  these  Scriptures  give  on  the  difficulties  of  our  present, 
and  on  the  anxieties  respecting  our  future  condition,  is  one  of 
the  most  convincing  arguments  for  our  thankful  reception  of 
them.  Were  we  innocent  creatures,  we  could  not  possibly 
reconcile  the  sorrows  and  suiferings,  the  pains,  diseases,  and 
deaths,  under  which  the  world  labors,  with  the  loving  kind- 
ness and  tender  mercies  of  our  heavenly  Father,  and  were  we 
only  obnoxious  to  temporal  evils,  though  we  should  fear  and 
dread  them,  yet  our  fear  could  not  be  of  that  indescribable 
quality  which  accompanies  the  expectation  of  those  which  are 
future,  and  to  which  death  is  but  the  prelude.  This  demon- 
strates, I  think,  that  there  is  something  radically  wrong  in 
the  constitution  of  human  nature.  Death  could  not  be  so 
much  the  object  of  fear  and  abhorrence  to  all  men,  seeing  it 
is  so  certain  a  remedy  for  the  miseries  of  time,  were  it  not 
that  there  is  something  thereafter  still  more  to  be  dreaded,  to 
which  we  are  justly  liable.  And  let  no  one  here  say,  that  it 
is  to  revelation  we  owe  this  fear  and  anxiety,  because  those 
who  never  heard  of  heaven  or  hell,  or  of  the  fall  and  redemp- 


CHRIST   THE   SIN    OFFERtNG.  87 

tion  of  man,  are  as  fully,  if  not  more,  in  "bondage  to  the  fear 
wliicli  hath  torment,"  tlian  those  who  are  favored  with  the 
explicit  knowledge  of  the  rewards  and  ])unishments  of  another 
life.  Here,  then,  is  one  gronnd  on  which  it  may  truly  be 
affirmed  that  all  stand  in  need  of  an  interposition  of  heaven's 
mercy,  to  give  relief  to  our  laboring  minds  and  save  us  from 
the  hopeless  conjectures  of  our  sin-darkened  minds,  and  from 
the  cruel  dominion  of  our  relentless  enemy;  and  this,  we  are 
accordingly  informed,  is  one  of  the  gracious  purposes  em- 
braced in  the  precious  gift  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  took  our 
nature  upon  him,  "that  through  death  he  might  destroy  him 
that  had  the  power  of  death,  and  deliver  them  who  through 
fear  of  death  were  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage." 

But  whence  became  we  thus  guilty,  and  obnoxious  to  all 
the  consequences  of  guilt,  in  ignorance  of  God  and  alienation 
frum  him,  opposed  to  his  holy  nature,  and  laboring  under  the 
curse  which  entailed  sorrow  and  suffering,  disease  and  death, 
both  temporal  and  eternal,  upon  polluted  mortality?     This  is 
a  question,  my  hearers,  which  no  human  wisdom  could  ever 
answer.    Heaven  alone  possessed  the  power,  and,  blessed  be 
Gou,  it  possessed  the  will,  to  bring  to  light  not  only  the  dis- 
ease but  the  remedy.     And  here  is  another,  and  that  the 
chief  ground,  on  which  rests  the  fundamental  truth,  that  all 
men  stand  in  need  of  a  saviour.     We  are  too  apt,  my  friends 
and  brethren,  to  consider  the  interposition  of  Christ  as  re- 
spects our  personal  sins  only;  but  God's  gracious  purpose,  in 
making  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  had  a  previous  object  in  view, 
which  was  to  reprieve  the  offenders  from  the  sentence  of 
condemnation,  under  which  the  first  sinner  and  all  who  should 
]>roceed  from  him  were  held,  and  by  reconciling  the  world 
to  himself,  through  his  Son,  to  put  them  once  more  upon 
trial,  with  means  to  regain  all  that  was  forfeited.     On  this 
rests  the  grace  of  the  gospel;  in  which  God  makes  known  to 
the  world,  that  for  what  Christ  hath  done  and  suffered  as 
our  representative,  he  is  reconciled  to  his  offending  creatures, 
and  calls  upon  them  to  be  reconciled  to  him  by  believing  in 
his  only  begotten  Son,  whom  he  hath  given  "that  whosoever 
believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 
Hence  we  learn,  my  brethren,  that  there  is  a  sense  in  which, 
had  Christ  never  been  given  for  us,  we  could  not  but  have 
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perished,  that  is,  we  must  have  remained  exposed  to  all  the 
consequences  of  Adam's  sin,  both  temporal  and  eternal, 
without  the  remotest  possibility  of  escape;  and  this  we  have 
exemplified  to  us  in  the  continuance  of  those  temporal  evils 
which  are  now  the  means  of  our  probation,  and  are  hereafter 
to  be  entirely  done  away  in  that  higher  state  to  which  Jesus 
Christ  hath  undertaken  to  advance  all  those  who  believe  and 
obey  him.  Thus  we  see  that  infants,  who  certainly  have  not 
sinned  after  the  similitude  of  Adam's  transgression,  are  never- 
theless subject  to  joain  and  suffering,  to  disease  and  death, 
equally  with  those  who  are  personally  guilty;  which  proves 
the  state  of  condemnation  under  which  all  mankind  are  by 
nature,  and  the  consequent  necessity  that  they  should  be 
delivered  from  it.  From  hence  we  also  learn,  that  this  de- 
liverance, of  which  all  stand  in  need,  and  which  Christ  has 
wrought  for  us,  is  not  absolute  and  unconditional,  but  de- 
pendent on  the  condition  of  our  believing  in  him  whom  God 
hath  sent.  We  can  be,  and  we  are.  accounted  righteous  in 
the  sight  of  God,  or,  as  the  text  expresses  it,  we  ai'e  "made 
the  righteousness  of  God,"  only  by  faith  in  Christ  our  right- 
eousness. This  we  can  entertain  and  manifest  no  otherwise 
than  by  embracing  and  obeying  the  gospel;  and  such  is  the 
impoi'tance  of  the  gospel  message,  so  every  way  suited  to  our 
wants  and  fitted  to  our  state,  that  our  Saviour  declares  of  all 
to  whom  the  gospel  has  come,  "he  that  believeth  not  is  con- 
demned already;  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him." 
This  should  be  an  alarming  consideration  to  that  great  num- 
ber who  are  favored  by  the  mercy  of  God  with  the  gospel, 
and  yet  make  light  of  the  salvation  it  offers,  comforting 
themselves  with  the  delusive  hope,  that  an  unprofessed  and 
unpractised  religion  will  profit  them,  though  his  own  most 
firm  word  declares,  "that  whosoever  is  not  for  him  is  against 
him;"  "and  whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  me  and  my  words," 
says  he,  "of  him  will  I  also  be  ashamed  before  my  Father 
and  the  holy  angels." 

But  there  is  yet  another  and  more  familiar  ground  on 
which  to  demonstrate  that  all  men  stand  in  need  of  a  Saviour, 
and  that  is,  our  personal  condition,  my  hearers,  as  sinners, 
both  by  nature  and  practice. 

As  there  is  no  just  view  which  we  can  take  of  Almighty 
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God,  which  presents  us  with  any  thing  like  imperfection  in 
liis  nature  and  attributes,  so  there  is  none  which  we  can  take 
of  ourselves,  but  what  is  loaded  with  imperfection,  sin  and 
guilt.  Wicked  men,  indeed,  would  gladly  flatter  themselves 
that  this  is  not  so,  and  particularly  do  they  wish  to  tliink, 
that  God  is  so  entirely  merciful  that  his  attribute  of  justice 
will  be  left  out  of  siglit  in  his  dealings  with  sinners.  So  that 
notwithstanding  the  clear  and  express  declarations  of  his 
iioly  word,  confirmed  by  his  laying  upon  his  only  and  beloved 
Son  "the  iniquities  of  us  all,"  and  exacting  from  him  the 
])enalty  due  by  us,  they  venture  to  entertain  the  delusion 
that  the  religion  of  the  gospel  requires  only  the  outward 
morality  of  the  life,  without  the  renewed  transformation  of 
the  heart.  Thus,  also,  do  men  of  proud  and  uidiumbled  minds 
contend  for  the  meritorious  righteousness  of  their  own  cor- 
rupt, broken,  and  imperfect  performance  of  the  duties  which 
are  owing  by  the  creature  to  the  Creator,  and  by  one  crea- 
ture to  another. 

But  neither  of  these  deceits  can  stand  the  test  even  of  rea- 
son, far  less  of  revelation.  For,  independent  of  the  direct  tes- 
timony fm-nished  by  the  wonderful  plan  of  our  redemption, 
as  set  forth  iji  the  words  of  my  text — that  nothing  but  an  act 
of  the  highest  love  and  mercy,  of  the  most  wonderful  wisdom 
and  contrivance — an  act  which  even  the  angels  desire  to  look 
into,— was  competent  to  arrest  the  sentence  of  the  broken 
law,  and  convert  a  state  of  alienation,  sin,  and  death  (which 
is  that  of  man  when  considered  as  divested  of  Christ)  into  a 
state  of  reconciliation,  trial,  and  hope — independent  of  this 
testimon}',  I  say,  the  very  best  of  us  all,  even  with  the  aid  of 
divine  grace,  cannot  but  be  conscious  of  such  impurity  of 
motive,  such  weakness  of  endeavor,  such  failure  in  duty, 
such  actual  transgression  in  what  we  know  to  be  forbidden, 
and  therefore  contrary  to  God,  as  by  no  possibility  to  stand 
the  scrutiny  of  his  holy  and  righteous  judgment.  And  if  it 
be  thus  under  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  in  the  regeneration,  as 
our  Saviour  terms  it,  what  must  it  have  been  had  this  great 
and  effectual  sin  offering  never  been  made?  And  what,  let 
me  ask,  must  it  yet  be  to  those  who  either  proudly  reject  or 
carelessly  neglect  it  now  that  it  is  made,  and  the  highest  as- 
surance given  that  there  is  no  other  nor  any  more  sacrifice 
[Vol.  2,— *7.] 
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for  sins,  nor  any  other  name  or  means  by  the  which  we-can 
be  accepted  of  God,  obtain  his  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help 
in  working  out  our  eternal  salvation?  "If  the  righteous 
scarcely  be  saved" — if  the  most  holy  and  righteous  person 
that  ever  lived  can  be  saved  no  otherwise  than  by  being 
"made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Cueist,"  "where  shall  the 
ungodly  and  the  sinner  appear?"  With  what  face  shall  the 
gospel  sinner,  for  whom  all  this  is  provided,  to  whom  it  is 
IVeely  ofiered,  and  by  whom  it  is  impiously  slighted  and  re- 
jected, meet  God  in  judgment?  Let  me  beseech  you,  then, 
my  friends,  who  continue  to  treat  the  gospel  of  our  salvation 
as  a  mere  visiting  acquaintance,  but  contract  no  familiarity 
with  its  saving  grace,  nor  endeavor  at  any  nearer  intimacy 
with  its  great  author — let  me  beseech  you  to  consider  where 
it  must  end.  If  you  are  conscious  of  one  sin,  of  one  dis- 
obedience to  the  law  of  Chkist,  much  more  of  habitual  dis- 
regard of  his  gracious  appointments  and  ordinances,  how  are 
you  to  escape  the  wages  due  to  it?  Can  you  conceive  it  pos- 
sible, that  God  should  give  such  a  conclusive  proof  of  his 
hatred  and  abhorrence  <jf  all  sin,  as  to  make  his  pardon  of  it 
to  depend  upon  the  voluntary  suti'erings  and  death  of  his  only 
Son,  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  justice  of  his  holy  law,  that  tiiose 
towards  whom  this  rich  redeeming  love  is  displayed  might 
continue  to  sin  with  impunity?  No,  God  forbid!  He  was 
given,  and  he  gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us 
from  all  iniquity.  And  observe,  I  pray  you,  none  will  ever 
be  accounted  righteous  for  his  sake,  or,  as  the  text  expresses 
it,  "be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him,"  but  those  who 
become,  in  fact,  righteous  by  the  means  he  hath  provided 
and  made  known  in  the  gospel. 

But  let  me  ask  you,  can  means,  however  efi^ctual,  profit 
those  who  never  make  use  of  them?  Alas!  my  friends,  be 
not  deceived;  all  the  wonders  of  our  redemption  by  Jesus 
CuKisT  are  set  forth,  and  made  known,  and  offered,  and 
pressed  upon  sinful  mortals,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  use 
and  apply  them,  and  to  such  only  as  thus  act  are  they  "made 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation."  While  to  those  who  neg- 
lect and  despise  the  wise  and  wonderful  means  provided  to 
enlighten  the  ignorance  of  fallen  creatures,  to  reprieve  con- 
demned rebels,  and  constitute  sinners  righteous  in  the  sight 
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of  Ji  pure  and  holy  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  tlie  mercy  of 
God  and  tlie  love  of  Christ  thus  disregarded  will  prove  the 
worm  that  never  dies,  the  fire  that  never  shall  be  quenched 
throughout  an  undone  eternity.  Be  persuaded,  then,  I  be- 
seech you,  while  the  sparing  mercy  of  God  surrounds  you 
with  the  means  of  grace,  to  consider  seriously,  that  as  even 
innocent  creatures  have  no  claim  of  right  to  eternal  life,  "for 
it  is  the  gift  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,"  far  less 
can  guilty,  sinful  creatures  form  any  reasonable  hope  of  it 
from  any  thing  in  themselves.  For,  "as  all  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God,"  so  "there  is  none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved, 
only  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Kazareth — whom  God  hath 
made  to  be  sin  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteous- 
ness of  God  in  him." 

II.  Secondly,  I  am  to  sliow  that  the  righteousness  or  moral- 
ity of  our  lives  can  avail  us  nothing  for  acceptance  with  God, 
otherwise  than  under  the  shield  of  Cumst's  perfect  righteous- 
ness. 

The  most  obvious  ground  on  which  the  truth  of  this  propo- 
sition rests  is,  that  as  nothing  but  wiiat  is  pure  and  perfect 
can  be  agreeable  in  the  sight  of  God,  or  hope  for  acceptance 
with  him,  and  as  neither  the  thoughts,  words,  or  actions  of 
fallen  creatures  can  jDossibly  possess  this  character,  therefore, 
there  can  be  nothing  in  them  meritorious  of  reward.  AVhen 
we  have  done  all,  we  are  but  unprofitable  servants,  we  have 
done  no  more  than  our  bare  duty.  This  is  the  hard  saying 
which  is  so  grievous  to  the  pride  and  self-sufficiency  of  Im- 
inan  nature.  But  it  is  a  clear  consequence  from  the  funda- 
mental doctrine  of  our  religion,  that  we  are  saved  by  grace; 
which  means  this,  that  the  whole  of  our  salvation,  from  first 
to  last,  not  only  in  the  great  procuring  cause  which  efl'ected 
reconciliation  with  God  for  us,  but  in  the  fruit  thereof,  in  our 
hearts  and  lives,  in  all  holy  desires,  all  good  counsels,  and 
all  just  works,  is  the  operation  of  God  in  and  upon  us  by  the 
IIoi.Y  Ghost;  wliich  is  the  purchase  of  Christ's  death,  essen- 
tial to  the  renewal  of  our  fallen  natures,  and  on  his  ascension 
into  heaven  was  shed  abroad  upon  the  world  to  prejjare  man- 
kind for  the  gospel,  and  to  enable  them  to  profit  by  it. 
"Whence  it  follows,  that  as  we  have  nothing  that  we  have  not 
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received,  to  look  upon  our  good  actions  as  wrought  by  our 
own  strengtii,  or  as  at  all  meritorious  of  reward,  or  even  as 
free  from  imperfection,  is  not  only  to  rob  God  of  the  glory 
due  to  his  grace,  but  to  show  evidently  that  we  know  noth- 
ing of  ourselves  as  yet  as  we  ought  to  know  it — of  the  true 
condition  of  human  nature  as  I'allen  and  depraved,  and  of 
what  God  hath  done  to  raise  it,  and  revive  his  image  upon 
it,  and  bring  it  back  to  himself.  And  this  is  confirmed  to  us 
both  by  observation  and  experience.  For  those  who  contend 
for  the  morality  of  their  lives  as  meritorious  of  salvation,  and 
rest  their  hope  of  hereafter  on  tliis  sandy  foundation,  ai'e 
generally  such  pei'sons  as,  though  not  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  gospel,  are  j^et  not  professors  of  religion,  or,  if  they  chance 
to  be  so,  are  such  for  reasons  distinct  from  any  saving  con- 
viction of  their  own  danger  because  of  personal  sin,  or  from 
any  realizing  view  of  Christ  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  rigiit- 
eousness,  to  every  one  that  believeth.  The  knowledge  of  the 
fact  as  revealed,  may  bring  men  to  assent  in  terms  to  Christ 
in  all  his  offices  as  set  forth  in  the  gospel;  but  nothing  short 
of  a  deep  sense  of  their  own  personal  guilt  and  danger  by 
reason  of  sin,  such  as  can  be  wrought  in  the  heart  of  man 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  alone,  and  that  in  the  Lord  only  have  we 
righteousness  and  strength,  can  bring  them  to  renounce  them- 
selves, their  poor,  broken,  impure,  and  imperfect  works,  ear- 
nestly desiring  "to  win  Christ  and  to  be  found  in  him;  not 
having  their  own  righteousness,  but  that  which  is  through  the 
faith  of  Christ" — "whom  God  hath  made  to  be  sin  for  us,  that 
we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him.*'  This 
we  know  to  be  perfect,  and,  therefore,  acceptable  before  God; 
our  own  we  know  to  be  imperfect,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be 
trusted  to  in  so  serious  a  concern  as  the  loss  or  salvation  of 
our  souls.  That  it  must  be  perfect  and  complete,  lacking 
•nothing,  the  text  teaches  us,  inasmuch  as  even  the  sacrifice 
through  which  mercy  reaches  the  sinner  was  required  to  bo 
spotless.  "Ilim  who  knew  no  sin  hath  God  made  to  be  sin 
for  us."  He  can  accept  nothing  polluted  or  imperfect.  Hence 
we  see  the  danger  of  trusting  to  our  own  righteousness,  the 
absolute  necessity  of  an  interest  in  Christ  "the  Lord  our 
righteousness;"  and  the  depth  of  that  wisdom  which  hath  pro- 
vided for  fallen  creatures  a  righteousness,  in  which  to  see  God 
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and  live.  Hence  also  it  is  called  in  Scripture  "the  rigliteous- 
ness  of  God,"  because  it  is  perfect,  and  of  his  institution,  or- 
dination, and  appointment,  and  that  which  alone  he  will  ac- 
cept from  the  sinner  for  justification  of  life;  and  it  is  called 
"the  righteousness  of  Gon  which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Chuist," 
because  it  is  received  and  applied  only  by  faith  in  Ciikist  as 
the  procuring  cause.     Hence  we  learn, 

HI.  Thirdly,  that  we  can  secure  an  interest  in  the  satis- 
faction made  to  the  divine  justice  by  the  death  of  Christ,  no 
otherwise  than  by  so  receiving  the  testimony  God  hath  given 
of  his  Son  as  to  believe  and  obey  the  gospel. 

That  God,  intending  to  redeem  fallen  creatures,  should 
7Tiake  known  to  them  b(»th  the  method  and  the  conditions  of 
his  mercy,  is  not  to  be  disputed  without  involving  an  absur- 
dity. And,  admitting  we  are  redeemed,  the  only  inquiry 
M-hich  befits  and  can  be  useful  to  those  who  ai-e  the  objects 
of  i'edem})tion,  is,  by  what  method  and  on  what  conditions  is 
it  efiectetl?  Now  we  all  jirofess  to  believe,  in  one  sense  or 
another,  that  God  has  interposed  by  his  Son  to  turn  away 
the  sad  consefjuences  of  sin  and  rebellion  from  his  guilty 
ci-eatures;  and  had  we  no  gospel,  no  revelation,  or  was  it  hard 
to  come  at,  and  difficult  to  understand,  sure  I  am  we  should 
consider  it  a  great  hardship,  but  should  be  much  more  intent 
than  we  now  are  to  find  out  all  that  related  to  it.  But  surely 
\VQ  might  reflect,  that  the  ease  and  readiness  with  wiiich  we 
can  come  at  the  knowledge  of  what  most  concerns  us,  will 
serve  to  <leepen  the  guilt  of  remaining  ignorant  of  or  unaf- 
fected by  so  gracious  a  proof  of  God's  good  will  and  tender 
love  towards  us  as  is  displayed  in  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Now 
let  me  ask  this  congregation  of  Cliristian  people,  suppose 
their  eternal  salvation  was  this  moment  to  be  decided  accord- 
ing to  the  care  and  attention  with  which  each  one  had 
endeavored  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  Scri))tures 
as  the  revealed  will  of  God,  how  many  of  those  now  present 
W(»uld  reap  any  advantage  from  such  an  offer?  I  make  these 
remarks  and  put  this  question,  my  hearers,  in  the  hope  it 
may  startle  the  neglecters  of  God's  word,  and  convince  them 
how  vain  it  is  to  expect  religious  l)enefit  if  they  take  no  pains 
to  i)ecome  religious;  that  it  may  rouse  them  to  consider  care- 
fully what  it  is,  and  the  interest  they  have  in  making  it  their 
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own.  For  so  sure  as  Gtod  Latli  spoken  to  us  by  his  Son,  mj 
brethren,  and  we  are  to  be  judged  by  the  word  tlius  spoken, 
Bo  sure  is  it,  that  if  we  do  not  seek  we  shall  not  find;  so  sure 
is  it,  that  if  the  value  of  our  immortal  souls  does  not  interest 
us,  so  as  to  inquire,  and  that  earnestly  too,  what  must  we  do 
to  be  saved,  we  never  can  be  saved.  For  it  is  not  that  the 
salvation  or  damnation  of  thousands  of  such  worlds  as  this 
can  in  any  way  affect  Almighty  God — he  is  infinitely  be- 
yond such  considerations,  and  hath  no  need  of  the  sinful 
man;  but  it  is  of  his  essential  and  undeserved  goodness,  and 
for  our  advantage,  that  all  the  wonders  of  his  redeeming  love 
liave  been  wrought  and  made  known;  so  that  the  sin  of  in- 
gratitude is  added  to  that  of  disobedience,  in  all  who  fiiil  to 
search  the  Scriptures  and  satisfy  themselves  respecting  the 
great  truths  of  our  holy  religion.  The  testimony  which  God 
hath  given  of  his  Son  is  so  direct,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
consonant  with  his  dignity  and  the  nature  of  his  office  as  the 
instructer,  propitiation,  and  Saviour  of  sinners,  as  at  once  to 
draw  the  attention  and  deserve  the  most  serious  consideration 
of  those  who  are  favored  with  it;  while  the  unspeakable  inte- 
rests dependent  on  its  reception  or  rejection,  are  calculated 
to  secure  that  accurate  inrestigation  which  accountable  beings 
might  fairly  be  supposed  to  make.  Yet  notwithstanding  all 
this,  on  no  other  subject  is  so  much  carelessness  manifested, 
on  no  other  do  men  so  generally  content  themselves  with 
acknowledgment  in  the  gross  and  disregard  in  the  particulars; 
satisfied  with  the  mere  cursory  knowledge  of  the  facts,  with- 
out considering  the  bearing  those  facts  have  on  their  present 
and  future  welfare.  But,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  the  mere 
knovvledge  of  the  gospel,  though  in  itself  an  advantage,  and 
one  to  be  accounted  for,  is  no  otherwise  effectual  than  as  it 
is  improved  in  our  practice.  The  testimony  God  hath  given 
of  his  Son,  is  to  assure  us  that  we  may  safely  trust  our  souls 
to  his  saving  power.  To  reject  or  neglect  this  testimony  is 
to  make  God  a  liar,  and  to  bar  ourselves  out  from  any  en- 
trance of  religion  into  our  souls.  For  to  as  many  as  receive 
him,  and  them  only,  does  he  give  the  power  or  privilege  to 
become  the  Sons  of  God.  "While  we  content  ourselves,  then, 
with  the  mere  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  without  becoming 
tlie  disciples  of  Chksit  by  an  open  profession  of  him  as  our 
only  Saviour,  or  making  such  profession  without  obeying  the 
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laws  and  rules  of  his  kingdom,  we  deceive  ourselves  if  we 
expect  any  benefit,  froai  bis  deatb.     For, 

lY.  Fourtbly,  to  tbose  only  who  thus  receive  and  apply 
it,  is  this  wonderful  appointment  of  God,  set  forth  in  the  text, 
made  effectual  to  salvation. 

That  a  gracious  God,  in  bringing  salvation  to  sinners,  should 
have  so  appointed  as  to  make  the  whole  dependent  on  an- 
other, and  not  on  the  sinners  themselves,  is  a  stumbling  block 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  world.  But  we  may  be  sure,  from  its 
being  thus  ordered,  that  it  is  not  only  most  consonant  with 
the  perfections  and  dignity  of  God,  as  the  supreme  governor 
of  the  universe,  but  the  best  and  the  wisest,  also,  for  those  for 
whom  it  is  provided.  And  the  reason  of  thus  providing  for 
ns  through  the  righteousness  of  another,  is  plain  and  con- 
vincing, even  to  our  poor  apprehensions.  For,  says  the  apostle, 
"what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  M'eak  through  the 
flesh,  God  sending  his  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh 
and  for  sin,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh,  that  the  righteousness 
of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us  who  walk  not  after  the 
flesh  but  after  the  Spirit."  "The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect;" 
but  whence  could  fallen  creatures,  with  faculties  impaired 
and  depraved,  fulfil  its  holy  conditions,  even  say  that  no  pre- 
vious condemnation  was  to  be  removed  to  make  room  for  a 
new  trial;  and  the  goodness  of  God  is  as  eminently  displayed 
in  providing  a  particular  method  for  bestowing  his  favor  upon 
us,  as  if  he  did  it  without  any  such  particular  provision.  The 
question  is  not  in  how  many  or  what  other  ways  the  omni- 
potence of  God  could  have  saved  sinners,  but  according  to 
what  method  and  upon  what  conditions  has  he  done  it.  This 
is  all  that  concerns  us  in  tlie  first  place;  as  humble,  thankful 
acceptance,  and  diligent  observance  of  the  means  appointed, 
is  what  concerns  us  in  the  next  place.  For  we  may  be  per- 
fectly sure,  that  God  having  condescended  to  mark  out  a  way 
for  the  attainment  of  heaven,  that  and  that  alone  can  bring 
us  thither.  Vain  and  ruinous,  therefore,  is  tlie  expectation 
that  the  gospel  will  profit  us,  unless  we  take  care  to  profit  by 
the  grace  it  brings  us;  and  miserable  and  dreadful  the  disap- 
pointment of  those  who  consider  so  little  the  mercy  and  wis- 
dom of  God,  "in  making  him  who  knew  no  sin  to  be  sin  for 
us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  rigliteousness  of  God  in  him," 
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as  never  to  Iiave  taken  one  step  towards  securing  the  advan- 
tages so  free]_y  offered  us  in  Christ  Jesus.  No,  not  even  so 
much  as  professing  the  religion  he  tauglit,  or  obsei'viiig  the 
ordinances  he  has  commanded.  Oh!  to  how  many  thousands, 
if  they  continue  thus,  will  that  merciful  Saviour,  who  was 
content  to  be  made  sin  tor  tliem,  have  to  say  in  tlie  great  day 
of  eternity — "I  never  knew  you!"  Lokd,  were  we  not  born 
under  thy  gospel,  baptized  in  thy  name,  and  knew  we  not 
thee  always  as  the  Saviour  of  sinners?  may  they  say.  But, 
alas!  what  will  they  answer  to  such  I'eplies  as  these,  my  care- 
less, unconverted  hearers — Have  ye  kept  your  baptismal  vow? 
Were  you  saved  from  sin  when  in  the  world?  Did  you  obey 
the  precepts  and  example  I  left  with  you?  Did  you  ever 
openly  confess  me  before  men?  How  often  have  I  been  set 
forth  before  your  eyes,  evidently  crucified  for  you,  and  yon 
have  turned  your  backs  upon  my  body  broken  and  blood  shed 
to  buy  your  souls?  Lord,  we  trusted  in  thy  mercy.  And 
liath  not  mercy  and  warning  waited  upon  you  twenty,  thirty, 
forty,  fifty,  sixty,  seventy  years;  but  now  the  door  of  mercy 
is  shut.  I  am  no  longer  a  Saviour,  but  a  Judge.  Ye  would 
not  be  made  holy  in  yinir  day  of  grace,  ye  cannot  be  made 
happy  in  eternity.  Dei)art,  ye  cursed,  to  the  porti()n  ye  have 
ch(xsen,  O  that  God  may  be  pleased  to  sanctify  his  truth  to 
your  hearts,  and  that  that  merciful  Saviour,  whom  you  now 
slight,  may  yet  intercede  for  you  and  lengthen  your  day  of 
grace,  .md  give  you  to  perceive  and  to  seek  after  the  things 
which  iM;;ke  for  your  ]jeace,  before  they  are  forever  hid  from 
your  eyes. 

And,  dear  brethren,  let  us  ever  bear  in  mind  the  high  pur- 
pose for  wliicli  GoT)  made  him  who  knew  no  sin  to  be  sin  for 
us — the  hilly  and  merciful  design  with  whicii  he  gave  himself 
for  us — the  gracious  end  (jf  all  the  oi'dinances  and  conmiand- 
ments  of  our  Lord,  that  oui-  lives  may  be  answerable  to  the 
hope  we  prt)fess;  and  tint  at  the  last  day,  when  he  shall 
come  jigain  with  ])ower  and  great  glorj'  tt)  judge  the  world, 
\ee  mny  be  found  the  I'igiiteousness  of  God  in  him  who  loved 
us,  and  gave  himself  for  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in 
his  own  blood,  and  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  Goo,  even 
his  Father.  To  whom,  in  the  unity  of  the  eternal  Godhead, 
be  glory  and  praise,  now  and  for  ever! 


SERMON   IX. 
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1  Timothy  ii    6. 

For  there  is  one  God,  and  one  mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man 
Christ  Jesus. 

From  tlie  nature  of  God  and  the  actual  condition  of  the 
world,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible,  without  further  inform- 
ation, to  deduce  the  reasonableness,  the  obligation,  or  the 
advantage  of  any  religious  duty  whatever,  on  the  part  of  man 
towards  his  Maker.  That  tlie  perfections  of  Almighty  God 
are  all  absolute,  and  without  any  limitation,  deficiency,  or 
qualiiication  whatever,  is  one  of  those  original,  self-evident 
truths,  which  are  independent  of  all  proof,  and  admit  of  no 
more  question  than  the  existence  and  necessary  attributes  of 
the  Supreme  Moral  Governor  of  the  Universe,  That  the 
condition  of  man  is  the  very  reverse  of  this,  is  equally  evi- 
dent, from  our  experience  of  ourselves  and  from  what  obser- 
vation teaches  us  of  others.  Hence,  as  there  can  be  no  point 
of  union  between  perfection  and  imperfection  in  the  parties 
themselves,  the  claims  of  natural  religion,  as  it  is  called,  are 
totally  groundless,  and  all  arguments  founded  on  such  an  as- 
sumption are  mere  nullities,  because  the  thing  itself  never 
did  and  never  can  exist. 

If  man  is  now  what  his  Maker  originally  created  him,  and 
acting  now  in  his  every  day  conduct  according  to  the  law  at 
first  impressed  upon  his  nature, — which  must  be  the  case  if 
he  has  never  swerved  from  Goo, — then  he  is  a  guiltless  crea- 
ture, and  nothing  more  or  better  can  be  required  of  him,  even 
by  infinite  justice.  But  if  this  is  not  the  case,  if  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  natural  reason,  and  by  the  higher  authority 
of  heavenly  revelation,  he  is  shown  to  be  a  fallen  creature, 
departed  from  his  original  character,  separated,  in  conse- 
quence, from  God  his  Maker,  with  broken  faculties  and  de- 
praved alfections,  then  is  he  at  once  a  guilty  and  a  powerless 
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being,  without  a  shadow  of  help  in  himself  to  alter  or  amend 
this  miserable  state,  to  propitiate  God,  or  to  render  him  any 
acceptable,  much  less  rewardable  service.  Hence,  if  religion 
has  any  claims  upon  us  at  all,  it  must  be  upon  the  principle 
set  forth  in  my  text;  it  must  be  upon  this  demonstrable  posi- 
tion, that  if  there  be  a  point  of  union  between  God  as  he  is 
and  man  as  he  is,  it  must  be  found  in  some  third  person, 
whose  qualifications  are  such  as  fully  to  meet  the  claims  and 
demands  of  the  one,  and  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
other,  of  the  two  parties  to  this  awful  controversy. 

Irrefragable  as  this  position  is  from  the  plainest  principles 
of  reason,  it  is,  happily,  my  brethren,  put  beyond  all  dispute 
by  the  whole  structure  of  the  religion  we  profess,  whose  fun- 
damental doctrines  are  the  fall  and  depravation  of  man  by 
sin,  and  his  recovery  by  and  through  a  mediator  between 
God  and  man. 

Tliat  we  should  have  right  views  on  this  subject  is,  there- 
fore, of  the  highest  importance;  because  all  application  on  our 
part  to  God,  either  to  obtain  his  favor  or  to  deprecate  his 
wrath,  must  spring  from  these  two  sources;  first,  a  sense  of 
want  and  exposure  on  our  part;  secondly,  some  well  grounded 
hope  that  God  is  placable  and  may  be  sought  unto. 

Deprive  mankind  of  either  of  these,  I  care  not  which,  and 
you  deprive  them  of  all  religious  motive,  obligation,  help, 
and  hope.  And  in  proportion  as  these  doctrines  are  realized 
in  the  just  extent  of  their  application,  or  neutralized  and 
perverted  by  the  natural  eninity  of  the  carnal  mind  to  their 
Immbling,  yet  saving  efficacy,  will  the  fruits  of  genuine  reli- 
gion or  counterfeit  Christianity  be  visible.  "Other  founda- 
tion can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ." 
"No  man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me,"  says  our  Lord, 
and  I  am  yet  to  learn  where  or  how  fallen  man  can  obtain 
any  knowledge  of  God  as  a  God  of  mercy,  unconnected  with 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  procuring  cause  of  that  pardon,  gi-ace, 
and  eternal  life,  which  is  oft'cred  to  a  world  of  sinners,  through 
faith  in  his  only  saving  name. 

Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  endeavor  to  obtain  clear  and 
settled  views  on  this  most  influential  subject,  that  we  may  be 
guarded  alike  from  entertaining  a  hope  for  which  we  can 
render  no  satisfactory  reason,  or  from  trusting  to  an  expec- 
tation whose  foundation  is  laid  in  the  sand. 


THE   MEDIATOKIAL   OFFICE   OF   CHRIST.  99 

"For  there  is  one  God,  and  one  mediator  between  God  and 
men,  the  man  Christ  Jesus." 

In  furtherance  of  this  object,  I  will  consider, 

First,  the  nature  of  our  Lord's  mediatorial  office. 

Secondly,  the  suitableness  of  the  person  appointed. 

TiHRDLY,  our  duty  and  privilege  under  this  provision  of 
the  love  of  God  our  Saviour. 

I.  First,  the  nature  of  our  Lord's  mediatorial  office. 

A  mediator,  as  the  word  itself  implies,  means  one  who  in- 
terposes between  persons  at  variance,  who  uses  influence  of 
any  kind  to  reconcile  and  restore  to  friendly  intercourse  those 
who  are  separated  from  each  other.  The  office  which  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  sustains,  therefore,  is  of  this  kind,  and, 
from  the  condition  of  human  nature,  must  be  in  continual 
operation, — that  is,  must  be  exercised  so  long  as  any  variance 
shall  continue  between  God  and  men.  Hence  we  read,  "that 
he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us." 

It  is,  however,  by  considering  the  cause  and  the  conse- 
quences of  the  rupture  and  separation  between  God  and  his 
creature,  that  we  shall  best  understand  and  appreciate  this 
relation  in  which  the  man  Jesus  Christ  is  presented  to  us. 

Tlie  cause,  then,  was  sin,  manifested  by  the  transgression 
of  an  express  command  of  God  by  our  first  parents,  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  whole  human  race;  and  the  consequences 
were,  the  loss  of  God's  favor,  exclusion  from  his  presence, 
spiritual  death,  and  exposure  to  all  the  penalties  previously 
denounced  against  disobedience,  by  the  law  which  was 
broken;  and  these  effects  followed,  not  singly  to  the  first 
transgressors,  but  as  they  were  spared  by  the  mediation  of 
the  Son  of  God,  and  reprieved  from  the  immediate  execu- 
tion of  the  sentence,  to  us  also,  their  descendants.  Here  I 
would  digress  for  a  moment,  my  hearers,  to  obviate  a  very 
common  ground  of  objection  and  unbelief,  in  considering  it 
unjust  to  extend  these  consequences  to  the  unoffending  off- 
spring of  the  first  sinners.  This,  however,  as  well  as  all  other 
unbelief,  proceeds  from  not  duly  considering  the  subject.  As 
our  first  parents,  on  their  trial,  stood  for  their  posterity  as 
well  as  for  themselves,  and  we  should  have  reaped  the  blessed 
efiects  of  their  faithfulness  had  they  withstood  the  temptation, 
the  justice  of  God  stands  clear  of  all  imputation  in  our  sharing 
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in  and  suffering  under  the  consequences  of  their  sin.  As  a 
fallen  sinner,  we  read,  that  Adam  begat  a  son  in  his  own 
likeness;  as  an  obedient  believer  the  event  would  in  like 
manner  have  corresponded  with  his  condition. 

Sin  having  thus  entered  into  that  new  created  world,  which 
its  Almighty  Maker  pronounced  very  good,  and  the  conse- 
quences denounced  against  it  being  inevitable  from  the  truth 
and  justice  of  Jehovah,  we  have  but  to  ask  ourselves,  what 
help  or  means  there  was  with  the  sinner  himself  to  avoid  or 
escape  from  the  curse,  to  enable  us  to  form  some  just  and 
proper  notion  of  the  mediatorial  office  of  our  ever  blessed 
Redeemer. 

For  in  tlie  first  place,  the  justice  of  God  demanded,  inex- 
orably, that  lull  satisfaction  should  be  made  to  the  broken 
law;  but  this  involved  the  personal  destruction  of  the  offender 
by  the  suffering  of  death,  and  by  consequence  precluded  all 
exercise  of  mercy.  A  substitute,  therefore,  must  be  found 
equal  to  the  extent  of  this  demand,  to  suffering  and  over- 
coming the  death  denounced  against  sin.  And  this  substi- 
tute pi'esented  himself  for  us  in  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God, 
who  "'took  our  nature  upon  him,  that  through  death  he  might 
destroy  death,  and  him  that  had  the  power  of  it." 

Secondly,  sin  itself,  as  that  which  God  abhors,  and  upon 
which  the  purity  and  holiness  of  his  nature  cannot  look  with 
the  least  degree  of  allowance,  was  to  be  put  away  and  banish- 
ed for  ever  from  the  presence  of  God.  But  what  sinner  can 
undo  his  own  sin  as  an  offence  against  God?  The  means  for 
this  also  were  to  be  found  in  another,  and  that  other  was 
found  in  the  same  Son  of  God,  who  afterwards  became  the 
man  Chkist  Jksus,  "who  for  us  men  and  for  our  salvation 
came  down  from  heaven;"  who  "put  away  sin  by  the 
sacrifice  of  himself,"  who  undertook  to  bring  in  everlasting 
righteousness,  and  is  now  carrying  on  and  will  finally  ac- 
complish this  mighty  and  glorious  work,  in  that  new  heaven 
and  new  earth  wherein  righteousness  shall  dwell  for  ever, 
while  death  and  hell  shall  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire. 

Thirdly,  the  renewal  of  spiritual  life  in  the  sinner  spirit- 
ually dead,  was  essential  to  give  this  holy  and  merciful  un- 
dertaking its  effect,  and  to  fit  fallen  man  for  the  new  state  of 
trial  thus  procured  for  him. 
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But  who  can  confer  this  indispensable  gift,  but  Gou  only? 
Is  it,  can  it  be,  in  man  fallen  to  renew  himself  i'  Is  it  in  man, 
the  sinner,  destitute  and  helpless,  to  turn  and  prepare  him- 
self b}^  his  own  natural  strength  and  good  works  to  faith  and 
calling  upon  God?  Ko,  my  brethren,  bj  every  testimony 
which  can  give  certainty  to  truth,  and  by  every  proof  which 
experience  can  su})ply,  "that  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is 
flesh,"  and  can  rise  no  higher;  "that  only  which  is  born  of 
the  Spirit  is  spirit,"  or  spiritual. 

Here  then  is  a  ditHculty,  were  there  no  other,  insuperable 
to  human  power,  beyond  the  reach  of  human  means,  which 
can  be  removed  only  by  and  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Ciikist, 
who  by  the  Holy  Ghost  given  for  this  purpose,  carries  on 
the  great  work  of  regenerating,  converting  and  sanctifying 
the  world.  Hence  we  read  that  "when  he  had  by  himself 
purged  our  sins,  bearing  them  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree, 
lie  rose  from  the  dead,  ascended  up  on  high,  led  captivity 
captive,  and  received  gifts  for  men." 

Thus  we  learn,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  to  understand 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  office  whicli  the  man  Chkist 
Jesus  tills,  as  mediator  between  God  and  men.  That  it  is  not 
conlinQd  to  his  present  intercession  for  sinners,  as  we  are  apt 
too  carelessly  to  imagine;  but  that  it  reaches  back  to  the  first 
procurement  of  mercy,  pervades  the  whole  order  of  God's 
providence,  and  extends  forward  to  the  linal  consummation 
of  the  mystery  of  God  in  Christ,  when,  all  enemies  being 
subdued  under  his  feet,  and  the  gracious  purpose  of  his  un- 
dertaking the  office  being  answered  in  the  everlasting  salva- 
tion of  all  who  believe  and  obey  the  gospel,  the  mediatorial 
kingdom  of  grace  shall  end  and  the  kingdom  of  glory  com- 
mence, where  there  shall  be  no  more  sin,  "no  more  death, 
neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain;"  where  God  shall  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  the  eyes"  of  his  servants,  and  "the  Lamb 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,"  which  "redeemed  them 
to  God  by  his  blood,  shall  feed  them,  and  lead  them  beside 
living  fountains  of  water,  and  God  himself  shall  be  with  them 
and  be  their  God. 

11.  Secondly,  I  am  to  consider  the  suitableness  of  the  per- 
son appointed  to  fill  this  office. 

That  the  office  of  a  peace-maker,  a  reconciler  of  differences 
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between  those  m'Iio  are  at  variance,  may  be  performed  by 
any  who  possess  that  kind  and  Christian  disposition,  we  all 
understand,  my  friends.  Yet  there  is  to  our  apprehensions 
a  certain  fitness  and  propriety  of  character,  according  to  tlie 
condition  of  the  parties  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  in 
the  person  who  undertakes  the  office,  whicli  gives  M'oiglit 
and  impression  to  his  representations;  and  we  know  by  ex- 
perience that  considerations  which  produce  no  effect  wlien 
urged  by  one  person,  will,  nevertheless,  succeed  when  pre- 
sented by  another.  Hence  we  are  prepared  to  expect,  and 
I  think  I  may  say  to  require,  that  the  person  who  stands  in 
this  relation  between.  God  and  men,  should  possess  that  fit- 
ness and  that  propriety  of  character  and  condition,  as  respects 
the  parties,  which  shall  give  reasonable  ground  to  hope  for 
success. 

Xow,  in  every  requisite,  according  to  our  comprehension 
of  them,  the  man  Cueist  Jesus  will  be  found  not  only  suitable, 
but  the  only  person  capable  of  sustaining  this  office,  of  meet- 
ing fully  all  its  requirements,  and  supplying  all  its  necessities. 

First,  as  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  and  consequently 
of  the  same  nature  and  essence  with  his  Father,  he  alone  was 
worthy  and  competent  to  stej)  forward  either  to  ask  or  to 
offer  in  our  behalf. 

To  perceive  this  more  clearly,  let  us  reflect  a  moment,  my 
brethren,  on  the  nature  of  the  controversy. 

This  was  not  a  case  in  which  there  might  be  blame  on 
both  sides,  and  by  mutual  concession  the  breach  be  repaired; 
but  one  in  which  the  offence  was  altogether  on  one  side. 

This  was  not  a  case  of  offence  between  equals,  either  in 
nature  or  condition;  but  between  parties  infinitely  removed 
from  each  other  in  both  these  respects. 

Tliis  was  not  a  case  of  offence  finite  in  its  nature  and  tran- 
sient in  its  consequences;  but  permanently  opposed  to  and 
opposing  all  the  perfections  of  Deity. 

This  was  not  a  case  in  which  compensation  could  be  made 
by  the  offender;  but  one  which  involved  his  utter  destruction 
as  the  oidy  vindicati(Ui  connnensuratc  with  the  ofi'ence. 

And  the  object  to  be  gained  was  not  mere  reconciliation, 
but  beyond  this,  the  procuring  of  means  to  undo  tlie  mis- 
chief, to  defeat  the  consequences,  and  restore  the  offender,  on 
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proper  and  possible  conditions,  to  the  lui])pincss  he  liad  for- 
feited— to  convert  a  state  of  sin  and  death  into  one  of  holi- 
ness and  life  eternal. 

Now,  my  dear  hretlircn,  friends,  and  hcarei's,  where,  in 
the  whole  range  of  pos^^iblc  thought,  can  a  person  be  fountl 
competent  to  interpose  and  to  mediate  with  efiect  in  such  a 
strife  and  between  such  parties,  other  than  the  man  Chkist 
Jesus,  as  set  forth  to  us  in  the  word  of  God?  Where  else 
shall  "a  Daysman,"  as  Job  styles  him,  be  found,  qualilied 
"to  lay  his  hand  upon  both,"  that  is,  possessing  properties 
where  both  might  meet  and  be  at  one?  Suppose,  for  a 
moment,  that  the  oftence  was  only  this  day  committed,  and 
we  were  met  to  consult  how  to  undo  it  or  escape  from  the 
consequences,  to  what  quarter  could  we  turn,  to  what  re- 
source could  we  resort?  Suppose  we  were  willing  to  make 
submission  and  to  implore  forgiveness,  whom  among  our 
fellows  in  iniquity  should  we  pitch  upon  to  apj)ear  before 
God  in  our  behalf?  Oh!  would  not  the  reason  that  is  left  tell 
us  it  must  be  all  in  vain — that  our  envoy,  partaking  of  the 
common  guilt,  Avould  himself  stand  in  need  of  a  mediator — 
that  partaking  of  but  one  nature,  he  could  have  no  access  to 
God,  and  must  be  consumed  by  his  holy  presence? 

In  the  proper  divinity  of  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  then,  is 
fallen  man's  only  hope.  Ilis  mediatorial  qualifications  would 
be  incomjdete  without  it.  There  being  nothing  in  his  nature 
common  to  both  parties,  he  could  only  be  a  mediator  of  one, 
and  could  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  nature  he  did 
not  possess. 

How  far  it  is  competent  for  Almighty  God  to  make  the 
mediation  of  a  created  being  available  to  the  redemption  and 
salvation  of  sinners,  is  a  question  which  will  never  be  enter- 
tained by  any  sane  mind,  because  it  is  one  which  never  can 
be  resolved.  Nothing,  it  a})pears  to  me,  short  of  the  full 
qualification  for  this  office,  which  consists  in  ])Ossessing  the 
nature  belonging  to  each  of  tlie  parties,  can  present  any  rea- 
sonable ground  of  confidence  to  sinners  in  the  awful  antici- 
pations of  death  and  judgment,  and  relieve  mankind  from 
the  deplorable  dilemma  of  being  without  any  revelation  of 
the  will  of  God,  or  with  one  so  uncertain  as  to  be  utterly  un- 
worthy of  the  name,  and  unable  to  make  us  wise  unto  salva- 
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tion.  For  to  this  result  all  speculations  which  trench  upon 
the  divinity  of  the  man  Ciikist  Jesus  inevitably  lead;  and  it 
is  my  duty,  my  brethren,  not  only  to  warn  you  against  them, 
but  to  give  you  plain  grounds  on  which  to  resist  the  sophistry 
wherewith  they  are  inculcated,  among  which  I  know  of 
none,  not  drawn  from  the  express  words  of  Scripture,  plainer 
or  stronger  than  that  which  is  found  in  a  just  view  of  his 
mediatorial  office. 

Secondly,  as  the  Son  of  Man,  (so  called  from  having  taken 
the  human  nature  into  union  with  the  divine  in  his  own  per- 
son,) he  was  competent  to  represent  all  mankind,  and,  as  such, 
to  undertake  to  do  and  to  suft'er  whatever  was  required  by 
the  perfections  of  Deity  in  order  to  reconcile  the  world  to 
himself,  and  usher  in  a  dispensation  of  mercy  and  grace  to  men. 

This,  my  brethren,  completes  the  mediatorial  character  of 
our  Lord,  and  presents  him  to  our  view  as  every  way  suited 
to  our  case. 

Whatever  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  divine  government 
required  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  transgressor  of  God's  holy 
law,  was  met  by  a  representative  both  able  and  willing  to 
bear  the  stroke  of  vindictive  justice,  and  nuike  that  full  satis- 
faction which  alone  could  usher  in  the  exercise  of  mercy, 

Whatever  the  holiness  of  the  divine  law  demanded  of  per- 
fect obedience  to  its  precepts,  in  all  the  length,  and  breadth, 
and  height,  and  de})th  of  its  sjtiritual  as  well  as  literal  ex- 
tent, couhl  1)0  ])aid,  and  its  just  claims  discharged,  in  the 
very  nature  which  transgressed. 

Whatever  of  example  was  needed  to  encourage  redeemed 
man  to  rise  from  the  death  of  sin  and  strive  for  the  attainment 
of  holiness,  was  given  in  the  life  of  the  man  Curist  Jesus. 

And  whatever  can  invigorate  faith  and  hope  with  prospects 
beyond  the  grave,  is  certifled  and  assured  by  the  resurrection 
and  ascension  of  Jesus  Christ  into  heaven,  there,  in  both 
natures,  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us. 

Now,  my  dear  hearers,  let  us  ask  ourselves,  and  with  that 
seriousness  which  an  innnortal  interest  should  produce,  what 
is  there  lacking  in  the  qualities  of  the  mediator  provided  for 
us  by  God2  Is  there  any  thing  that  you  would  wish  added, 
altered,  or  taken  away?  Is  there  a  single  provision  in  his 
mediatorial  character  for  which  there  is  not  a  corresponding 
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watit  in  the  condition  of  man?  Is  this  poor  delineation  of  it 
founded  on  and  in  agreement  with  the  word  of  God?  And 
hav^e  you  better  authority  for  his  nature,  his  office,  and  the 
connexion  of  both  with  your  actual  condition?  Oh!  what  un- 
speakable interests  are  connected  with  right  views  and  a  I'ight 
practice  of  and  under  this  provision  of  heaven's  wisdom, 
mercy,  and  love.  May  a  gracious  God  keep  and  defend  you 
from  the  contagion  of  that  pride  which  rises  against  the 
humbling  truth,  that  man  in  himself  is  nothing — that  his  sal- 
vation is  of  grace,  and  all  his  sufficiency  of  God,  by  and 
through  a  divine  niediator. 

III.  Thirdly,  I  am  to  consider  and  point  out  our  duty  and 
privileges,  under  this  provision  of  the  love  of  God  our  Saviour. 

An  obligation  confeired  implies  a  duty  to  be  performed;  if 
not  in  kind — which  may  be  impossible — yet  in  the  senti- 
ment entertained  of  the  favor  bestowed.  This  is  true  of  the 
common  concerns  of  life,  and  must  be  proportionally  more 
(obligatory  in  the  higher  interests  of  eternity.  The  redeemed 
state  of  mankind,  therefore,  declared  and  authenticated  by 
the  gospel,  as  it  is  the  highest  favor  that  could  be  conferred, 
I'nvolves  the  strongest  possible  obligation  to  embrace  and 
improve  it.  To  those,  therefore,  who  are  called  to  the  know- 
ledge of  this  grace,  the  duty  of  applying  themselves  to  what- 
ever can  further  and  forward  the  ultimate  object  of  eternal 
salvation,  must  be  the  first  and  highest  obligation  they  feel 
themselves  under.  And  did  men  only  give  a  reasonable 
portion  of  attention  and  serious  consideration  to  their  con- 
dition as  accountable  beings,  as  immortal  beings,  as  redeemed 
beings,  they  could  not  fail  to  be  more  deeply  impressed  with 
what  they  owe  to  God  and  their  own  souls,  and  more  earn- 
estly engaged  in  seeking  the  pearl  of  great  price.  They 
would  apprehend  better  what  religion  really  is;  they  would 
understand  more  clearly  the  part  they  have  to  perform  in 
working  out  their  eternal  salvation,  and  be  induced  more 
heartily  to  engage  in  it.  For  surely  where  every  obstacle  is 
removed,  all  needful  help  promised,  and  the  highest  reward 
offered,  the  deepest  sense  of  gratitude  and  love  should  till 
the  hearts,  and  the  most  earnest  engagement  rule  the  liven 
of  all  under  the  gospel.  My  brethren  and  hearers,  we  are 
redeemed  that  we  may  be  saved;  the  means  of  grace  are  pro- 
[Vol.  2,— *8.] 
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vided  that  they  may  be  used;  a  mediator  is  appointed  to 
stand  between  the  holiness  of  God  and  our  unworthiness; 
salvation  is  limited  on  faith  in  his  name;  his  qualifications 
are  every  way  suitable;  and  the  gospel  is  the  proclamation 
of  these  facts  for  our  information  and  assurance.  Our  duty, 
therefore,  is  to  believe  the  gospel,  to  follow  the  direction  and 
example  there  given  us,  by  personal  endeavor  to  bring  our- 
selves within  reach  of  its  promised  grace  and  saving  mercy, 
and  by  exertion  and  perseverence  to  "press  toward  the  mark 
for  the  prize  of  om-  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus." 
Nothing  else  can  prove  that  we  have  any  just  sense  of  what 
God  hath  done  for  us,  any  fear  or  reverence  of  his  glorious 
name,  any  desire  to  ])e  saved.  For  so  long  as  we  slight  the 
invitations  of  the  gospel,  and  on  any  pretence  hold  ourselves 
back  from  the  duties  it  enjoins,  w^e  do,  in  fact,  persist  in  re- 
bellion against  God,  reject  the  mediation  of  Jesus  CnEiSTy 
and  if  we  continue  thus  must  perish  for  ever. 

What  is  thus  so  clearly  our  duty  is  also  our  privilege,  my 
brethren  and  hearers. 

For  as  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  to  himself, 
and  as  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  grace  of  God,  tasted  death  for 
every  man,  it  is  the  privilege,  the  heaven-granted,  blood- 
purchased  privilege,  of  every  child  of  Adam,  to  come  unto 
God  by  him;  to  return  to  his  Father's  house;  to  receive  the 
welcome  of  a  pardoned  penitent,  and  to  be  clothed  with  the 
best  robe,  even  the  unspotted  righteousness  of  Christ.  It  is 
the  high  privilege,  I  say,  of  all  who  hear  the  joyful  sound  of 
the  gospel,  on  the  simple  faith  of  the  message  itself,  to  draw 
near  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  the  w^arrant  to  be- 
lieve, "that  God  hath  not  appointed  us  to  wrath,  but  to  ob- 
tain salvation  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  What  saith 
the  Father  in  this  message  of  love  and  mercy  to  man?  "This 
is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  ye  him."  And  what  saith  tliat  be- 
loved Son?  "Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy 
laden  and  I  will  give  you  rest;  learn  of  me."  And  what 
saith  tlie  Spirit  of  truth  to  the  Churches  of  this  beloved  Son? 
"He  is  able  to  save,  to  the  uttermost,  all  who  come  unto  God 
by  him."  It  is  your  liigh  privilege,  then,  my  dear  hearers, 
forthwith  to  cast  your  idols  (the  vanities  of  the  world  and  the 
lusts  of  the  flesh)  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats;  to  lay  down 
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the  weapons  of  your  rebellion,  and  return  to  him  who  hath 
made  and  redeemed  jou;  to  enter  the  school  of  Chkist,  and 
there  be  made  wise  unto  salvation.  "All  things  are  ready, 
come  ye  to  the  marriage,"  And  what  hinders?  Who  can 
stand  up  and  show  cause  why  this  gracious  invitation  should 
not  be  accepted?  Alas!  alas!  that  immortal  souls,  that  reason- 
able creatures,  should  prefer  darkness  to  light,  and  choose 
death  in  the  face  of  eternal  life.  Yet  so  it  is — the  gospel  is 
a  savor  of  death  as  well  as  a  savor  of  life;  but  not  by  God's 
appointment.  Eternal  death  is  the  wages  of  unbelief,  the 
end  of  those  who  will  not  receive  the  love  of  trutli,  that  they 
might  be  saved — who  will  not  believe  that  message  of  mercy 
which  God  hath  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son. 

But  it  is  more  particularly,  my  brethren,  the  privilege  of 
the  believer,  through  this  one  mediator,  to  approach  God  in 
acts  of  private  and  public  worship,  especially  in  prayer. 
This  is  the  foundation  on  which,  in  the  chapter  from  which 
my  text  is  taken,  St.  Paul  rests  the  obligation  and  the  efficacy 
of  the  worship  of  God.  "This  is  a  faithful  saying,"  says  he, 
in  the  chapter  before  this,  "and  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners."  "I 
exhort,  therefore,  that  first  of  all  supplications,  prayers,  and 
intercessions,  and  giving  of  thanks,  be  made  for  all  men;" 
"for  this  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God,  our  Sa- 
viour, who  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  unto 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  For  there  is  one  God,  and  one 
mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  who 
gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all."  "I  will,  therefore,  that  men 
pray  every  where,  lifting  up  holy  hands,  without  wrath  and 
doubting." 

Hence,  it  would  appear,  my  brethren,  that  in  the  judgment 
of  St.  Paul,  the  only  reasonable  ground  of  religious  duty  or 
religious  hope  in  man,  is  found  in  the  mediation  of  the  man 
Christ  Jksus;  and  that  this  mode  of  access  to  the  Father  be- 
ing provided  for  us,  it  becomes  not  only  the  duty  but  the 
privilege  of  believers  to  draw  near  to  God  in  supplications 
for  themselves  and  others.  More  particularly  does  it  appear, 
that  this  is  the  privilege  of  public  worship,  of  joint  or  com- 
mon prayer;  and  the  reason,  I  think,  is  obvious.  Whatever 
we  do  is  coupled  with  imperfection,  the  holiest  of  our  duties 
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need  the  intercession  of  a  mediator,  holy,  harmless,  and  un- 
defiled,  to  render  them  acceptable  to  a  pure  and  holy  God. 
Without  a  mediator,  therefore,  faith  is  vain,  prayer  useless, 
and  hope  a  delusion;  but  with  an  intercessor  possessing  the 
qualifications  of  our  great  lligh  Priest,  a  new  and  living  way 
is  opened  for  us  to  a  throne  of  grace.  Let  us,  thei'efore,  my 
brethren,  "draw  near  with  true  hearts,  in  full  assurance  of 
faith,  that  he  who  spared  not  his  own  Son,  butfreelv  delivered 
him  up  for  us  all,  will,  with  him,  also  freely  give  us  all 
things."  That  we  are  thus  furnished  is  an  argument  to  warm 
the  coldest  heart,  to  encourage  the  most  timid  spirit.  That 
we  are  thus  provided,  is  a  \varning  that  we  come  not  before 
God  otherwise  than  he  hath  appointed.  Wo  unto  that  man 
who,  in  the  fond  conceit  of  his  own  worthiness,  looks  to  God 
through  himself,  rejects  the  one  only  mediator  between  God 
and  man,  or  adds  others  to  His  infinite  sufficiency.  God  out 
of  Christ  is  a  consuming  fire.  Christ  rejected  is  an  accusing 
witness,  a  condemning  judge.  Christ  dishonored  is  double 
perdition.  "Let  us,  therefore,  my  brethren,  have  grace, 
whereby  we  may  serve  God  acceptably,  witli  reverence  and 
godly  fear." 

"Let  us  hold  fast  the  profession  of  our  faith  without  waver- 
ing," that  when  faith  shall  end  in  sight,  and  the  man  Christ 
Jesus  come  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with  the  holy  angels, 
we  may  be  accounted  worthy  to  enter  in  through  the  gates 
into  the  city,  and  to  join  with  all  the  company  of  heaven  in 
ascribing  glory,  honor  and  salvation,  to  him  who  loved  us, 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,  and  made  us 
kings  and  priests  unto  God  even  his  Father,  world  without  end. 


SERMON   X. 
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Romans  x.  4. 

For  Chiiist  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that 
believeth. 

As  the  accountability  of  moral  agents  is  to  be  inferred  from 
their  nature;  as  obedience  required  implies  a  law  given  by 
which  it  is  tu  be  tested;  and  as  a  judgment  expected  neces- 
sarily involves  acquittal  or  condemnation;  the  process  by 
which  we  arrive  at  our  real  condition  as  amenable  to  him 
who  hath  made  us,  is  within  the  reach  of  every  rational  be- 
ing, independent!  y  of  what  we  are  in  the  habit  of  considering 
as  revelation.  Upon  this  ground,  the  apostle's  argument,  iu 
the  first  part  of  this  epistle,  respecting  the  Gentile  world, 
seems  to  be  constructed,  where  he  infers  their  capacity  to 
know  God  from  the  consideration  of  his  M-orks,  and  their  ob- 
ligation to  worship  and  serve  him  according  to  the  law  writ- 
ten in  their  hearts;  and  so  far  there  is  not  a  dissenting  voice 
in  the  world  of  his  creatures,  whether  Pagan  or  Christian. 

But  the  nature  of  that  accountability,  my  hearers,  the  ex- 
tent and  quality  of  that  obedience,  and  the  consequences  of 
that  judgment,  can  never  be  satisfactorily  ascertained  by  this 
general  principle.  For  however  undeniable  in  its  truth,  uni- 
versal in  its  acknowledgment,  and  infinite  in  its  application 
and  use,  yet,  nevertheless,  it  sheds  but  a  faint  and  obscure 
light  upon  the  ten  thousand  anxieties  which  occupy  the  heart 
awake  and  alive  to  the  unspeakable  intei-ests  of  eternity. 

Hence  not  only  the  absolute  necessity,  but  the  infinite  and 
priceless  value,  of  the  revelation  we  are  favored  with  in  the 
Scriptures  of  our  faith,  which  is  truly  a  light  shining  in  a  dark 
place,  and  the  only  light  which  can  afi^ord  us  a  gleam  of  hope 
or  a  ray  of  comfort  in  the  deep,  and  solemn,  and  overwhelm- 
ing inquiry — "wherewithal  shall  I  appear  before  the  Lord? 
what  shall  I  do  to  be  saved?"    To  this  there  is  but  one  an- 
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swer,  my  friends,  and  as  we  are  able  with  a  good  conscience 
to  apply  it  to  ourselves,  will  it  be  well  or  ill  with  us  for  ever. 
"Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved," 
is  the  short  but  compreliensive  reply  of  God's  most  true  and 
faithful  word  to  the  convinced  and  penitent  sinner;  as  it,  also, 
is  the  clear  and  express  declaration  of  the  same  unchangea- 
ble word,  that  "there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given 
among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved,  only  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  jS^azareth."  And  hence  the  deep  importance 
to  each  one  of  us  personally,  to  examine  and  ascertain  whe- 
ther we  are  believers,  in  the  Scripture  sense  of  the  word;  be- 
cause on  this  one  point  depends  whether  we  have  the  slight- 
est interest  in  the  mercy  revealed  in  the  gospel.  And  so  in- 
disputably certain  is  this  truth,  that  if  every  other  point  in 
the  obedience  of  faith  were  fulfilled  by  us  under  the  gospel, 
this  foundation  and  corner  stone  of  all  being  wanting,  the 
rest  would  profit  us  nothing.  This  I  purpose,  with  God's 
good  help,  to  demonstrate  to  you  from  the  words  of  my  text, 
applying  them  as  St,  Paul  did,  to  shake,  and  I  pray  God  it 
may  be  granted  me,  to  pull  down  the  unfounded  confidence 
of  too  many  in  these  days,  who,  like  those  of  whom  the  apos- 
tle speaks  in  this  chapter,  but  not  with  the  same  excuse,  "go- 
ing about  to  establish  their  own  righteousness,  have  not  sub- 
mitted themselves  to  the  righteousness  of  God," 

In  discoursing  on  this  subject,  I  shall,  in  the 

First  place,  consider  in  what  sense  we  are  to  take  the  word 
law,  as  here  used  by  the  apostle. 

Secondly,  what  is  the  extent  and  nature  of  that  claim 
which  the  law  of  God  has  upon  us. 

Thirdly,  the  means  by  which  alone  that  claim  can  be 
satisfied. 

Fourthly,  what  is  meant  by  Christ's  being  the  end  of 
the  law. 

Lastly,  I  shall  apply  the  subject. 

"For  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every 
one  that  believeth." 

L  First,  I  am  to  consider  in  what  sense  we  are  to  take  the 
■word  law,  as  here  used  by  the  apostle. 

I  believe*  I  am  not  mistaken  when  I  take  for  granted,  that 
to  the  generality  of  Christians  there  is  considerable  difficulty 
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and  no  small  confusion  of  mind  on  the  subject,  occasioned 
principally  by  want  of  attention  to  the  vui-ious  meanings  in 
which  tlie  word  law  is  used  by  this  and  the  other  apostles  in 
the  New  Testament — and  tliat  this  difficulty  is  increased  by 
the  plausible  manner  in  which  the  word,  and  those  passages 
of  Scripture  in  which  it  is  found,  have  been  pressed  into  the 
service  and  support  of  different  systenis  of  divinity;  an  evil 
which  is  now  perhaps  M'ithout  remed}',  however  evident  it 
may  be  that  the  particular  system  is  constructed 'on  such  a 
sense  and  meaning  given  to  a  j)articular  woi'd,  such  as  law, 
faith,  elect,  &c.,  as  is  not  consistent  with  the  general  tenor  of 
the  word  of  God  taken  as  a  whole;  under  which  impression 
the  Scriptures  are  read  with  a  bias  and  pi-ejudice  upon  the 
mind,  in  favor  of  that  interpretation  whicli  best  accords  witii 
the  system  of  doctrijie  we  may  have  adopted.  And  wonder- 
ful it  is  to  reflect,  with  what  readiness  remote  and  even  irrel- 
evant passages  of  Scripture  seem  to  come  together  in  our 
minds,  to  support  and  confirm  our  previous  impressions;  and 
liow  those  which  militate  against  us,  and  conflict  with  our 
favorite  notions,  fall  powerless  on  our  pre-occupied  under- 
standings. 

On  which,  I  will  only  observe — that  while  each  must  make 
the  application  for  himself,  all  should  be  on  their  guard 
against  that  dangetxjus  influence  which  risks  a  soul  for  the 
sake  of  a  system. 

By  the  word  law  we  understand,  in  general,  a  rule  of  con- 
duct enforced  by  a  penalty.  And  the  divine  law,  which  is 
our  present  subject,  differs  in  nothing  from  human  law  ex- 
cept in  the  supreme  nature  of  its  authority  and  of  the  sanc- 
tions by  which  it  is  enforced.  This  will  be  evident,  if  we 
consider  that  the  same  principles  are  common  to  both.  IS  ei- 
ther affects  those  who  are  subject  to  it  unless  it  be  disobeyed. 
What  effect  has  the  law  of  the  land  against  gaming,  for  in- 
stance, upon  the  man  who  never  pla3's,  or  the  law  of  God 
against  theft,  upon  the  man  who  does  not  steal?  The  penalty 
sleeps  in  both  cases — and  in  this  sense  it  is  that  St.  Paul  says, 
"the  law  is  not  made  for  a  righteous  man,  but  for  the  lawless 
and  disobedient."  In  like  manner  when  either  of  them  is 
disobeyed,  that  moment  guilt  is  incurred,  which  never  can 
be  removed  and  the  law  satisfied,  unless  by  the  infliction  of 
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the  penalty  on  the  offender.  From  the  very  nature  of  law  it 
can  know  nothing  of  mercy;  that,  if  to  be  had  at  all,  must  be 
sought  for  elsewhere.  Moreover,  neither  divine  nor  human 
laws  pro])Ose  any  reward  for  the  performance  of  duty.  Pro- 
tection and  safety  in  the  state  we  are  in  is  all  that  law,  con- 
sidered in  itself,  pro])Oses  or  confers  on  the  obedient.  This 
our  own  experience  shows  to  be  the  case  in  the  operation  of 
human  laws;  and  revelatioji  teaches  us  that  it  was  thus  with 
Adam  under  the  original  law  of  God;  for  we  read  of  nothing 
like  reward,  or  an  addition  to  the  state  lie  was  in,  promised 
to  his  obedience  by  the  terms  of  the  law.  But  while  they 
thus  agree  in  those  principles  which  are  common  to  law,  a& 
such,  they  differ  in  one  respect.  Human  laws  may  and  must 
be  altered,  amended,  and  repealed,  according  to  the  change 
of  times  and  circumstances;  but  God's  Holy  Law,  being  a 
transcript  of  his  own  perfections,  is  everlasting  and  nnchange- 
able.  These  observations  are  necessary  to  be  borne  in  mind, 
my  brethren,  if  we  would  come  to  a  safe  and  practical  un- 
derstandijig  of  the  subject  before  us. 

It  is  plain,  from  the  coTitext,  that  the  apostle,  speaking  in 
this  chapter  of  the  Jews,  uses  the  word  law  as  referring  to 
the  law  given  by  Moses — but  it  would  be  to  defeat  the  whole 
purpose  of  this  epistle,  indeed  of  the  l!»5^ew  Testament  revela- 
lation,  were  we  to  confine  it  to  the  Jews.  Cukist  was  indeed 
the  end  or  object  of  that  dispensation  of  the  supreme  original 
law  of  Gon;  to  him  all  its  enactments  pointed.  And  it  is  ex- 
pressly said  that  "it  was  added  because  of  transgression,  un- 
til the  seed  should  come  to  whom  the  promise  was  made.'^ 
But  my  text  says  "tlTat  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  to  every 
one  that  ])elieveth."  '  Of  course  not  to  the  Jew  only,  but  also 
to  the  Gentile. 

Thei'efoi-e,  the  word  law  must  here  be  understood  as  apply- 
ing to  that  original  universal  law  of  God,  under  the  obliga- 
tions of  wiiicii  all  rational  natures,  whether  angels  or  men, 
are  held.  And  here  opens  upon  us,  my  brethren,  a  wide  and 
extensive  range  of  investigation,  in  which  all  our  care  and 
caution  must  be  put  forth,  lest  we  wander  from  the  testimony 
into  some  flower_y  but  unfruitful  field  of  speculation,  while 
we  lose  sight  of  the  simple  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Let  us, 
then,  in  the 
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II.  Second  place,  inquire  into  the  extent  and  nature  of 
that  claim  which  the  law  of  God  has  upon  us. 

And  here  some  one,  I  doubt  not,  is  ready  to  say,  if  it  is 
the  law  of  God  there  can  be  no  limit  to  the  extent  of  its 
claims  upon  us,  but  the  full  obedience  it  requires.  True,  my 
hearers,  and  would  to  God  we  were  all  more  under  the  influ- 
ence of  this  solemn  truth  than  we  are.  But  as  the  Antino- 
niian  will  tell  you  that  he  is  freed  from  the  law,  that  being 
dead  in  which  he  was  held;  as  the  Solifidian  will  wrest  tha 
Scrii)tures  in  support  of  a  banner  of  faith;  as  the  self-righteous 
moralist  will  sneer  at  faith,  that  he  may  establish  liis  own 
righteousness;  and  as  the  great  crowd  of  thoughtless  sinners 
fuiget  that  there  is  a  Go»  to  serve,  a  law  to  keep,  and  a  judg- 
niunt  to  meet,  therefore  it  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  consider 
in  itis  particulars,  what  has  so  direct  a  bearing  upon  the  edi- 
fication to  l)e  drawn  from  my  text.  For  Christ  is  only  valued 
as  we  see  and  feel  our  need  of  him. 

That  Gui)  i)laced  man,  at  his  creation,  under  the  law,  as  a 
covenant  of  life — that  he  broke  it,  and  thereby  incurred  for 
himself  and  all  his  ])osterity,  not  only  the  loss  of  present 
blessings,  Init  the  penalty  of  death,  with  all  the  other  miseries 
-which  the  curse  inflicted,  we  know  and  feel,  my  brethren, 
by  the  prevalence  of  sin  and  death  in  this  poor  world;  and  it 
is  surely  of  the  first  importance  to  ascertain  whether  and  to 
what  extent  we  are  bound  by  this  law,  and  by  what  means  wo 
may  be  al)le  to  fulfil  its  conditions  and  escape  its  penalties. 

The  question  then  is — is  this  law  in  force  under  the  gos- 
pel? To  which  I  answer,  that  we  read  of  no  repeal — that, 
from  the  nature  of  God,  no  such  repeal  could  take  place;  and 
to  the  objection  that  the  law  of  faith  revealed  in  the  gospel 
made  void  or  rendered  useless  the  original  law  of  God,  St. 
Paul  replies,  that  it  did  the  very  reverse,  for  that  it  estab- 
lished the  law.  And  from  the  words  of  my  text  this  conclu- 
sion is  strengthened;  for  if  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  to  be- 
lievers, so  long  as  there  are  believers  there  must  be  that  law 
to  them  of  which  he  is  the  end. 

How  then,  it  may  be  asked,  are  we  to  understand  and  re- 
concile the  many  passages  of  Scripture  which  sound  as  if  the 
law  was  superseded  by  the  gospel?  To  this  I  answer,  that  in 
Buch  places  either  the  law  ceremonial  is  meant,  which  was 
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clearly  annulled  by  the  coming  of  Christ,  all  its  shadows  be- 
ing found  in  him  as  the  substance;  or  the  law  itself,  not  as  a 
law,  but  as  a  condition  of  justification  and  title  to  eternal  life 
b}^  the  righteousness  thereof.  As  the  supreme  law  of  God, 
partaking  of  his  holy  nature  and  binding  heaven  and  earth, 
it  is  unchangeable,  and  holy,  and  just,  and  good;  "and  not 
one  jot  or  one  tittle,"  says  our  Lord,  "shall  pass  from  the 
law  till  all  be  fulfilled."  But  as  a  ground  or  condition  of 
justification,  which  can  only  be  by  its  perfect  fulfilment,  it 
has  become  impossible  to  fallen  creatures;  for  to  such- "by 
the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin,"  and  not  the  means  of  sal- 
vation. Wherefore,  St.  Paul  argues,  tha.t  "verily,  if  there 
could  have  been  a  law  given  which  could  have  given  life, 
then  should  righteousness  have  been  by  the  law." 

But,  if  unrepealed,  it  must  yet  be  in  force  as  a  rule  of  life 
to  us  in  its  full  extent;  and  this,  my  brethren,  is  our  actual 
condition,  and  the  very  doctrine,  and  the  only  doctrine,  which 
gives  to  the  dispensation  of  the  gospel  its  gracious  and  mer- 
ciful character;  to  the  gift  of  Jesus  Christ  its  infinite  pre- 
ci.ousness;  and  to  the  love  of  God  in  the  redemption  of  fallen 
man,  tliat  unsearchable  quality  of  wisdom  and  knowledge 
which,  while  the  purity  and  dignity  of  his  holy  law  was  mag- 
nified, and  his  original  purpose  in  creating  man  for  his  glory 
maintained  against  sin,  death,  and  hell,  could  thus  cause 
mercy  and  truth  to  meet  together,  and  the  glorious  perfec- 
tions of  the  Creator  to  harmonize  with  the  imperfections  of 
the  creature. 

To  suppose,  as  some  do,  from  insulated  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  from  the  impossibility  that  fallen  sinful  creatures 
should  fulfil  its  exact  and  holy  requirements,  that  therefor* 
it  is  a  dead  letter,  is  to  deceive  our  own  souls  fatally,  and  to 
U])turn  tfie  very  foundations  of  Christianity.  For  the  grace 
of  the  gospel  is  constructed  only  on  the  claims  of  the  law  and 
our  inability  to  discharge  them.  On  the  other  hand,  to  assert 
the  claims  of  the  law  to  the  perfect  obedience  it  demands, 
and  sujtply  the  notorious  defects  in  our  duty  by  an  arbitrary 
imputation  of  what  another  hath  done  in  this  respect  to  cer- 
tain persons  considered  as  elect,  is  to  wrest  the  Scriptures  to 
our  own  destruction,  and  open  a  wide  door  for  "confusion 
and  every  evil  work"  to  enter  in.     No,  my  brethren,  to  us  it 
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is  yet  said  by  this  holy  law,  "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all 
thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  strength,  and  thy  neighbour  as 
thyself."  This  royal  law  tlie  gospel  enforces  by  all  the  sanc- 
tions which  time  and  eternity  can  comprehend,  and  all  the 
authority  which  love  manifested  by  example,  and  benefits 
conferred  on  the  undeserving,  can  give  to  the  precept  of  the 
Sovereign  Lawgiver. 

But  while  the  law  of  God  is  thus  unimpaired  in  the  extent 
of  its  righteous  claims  upon  us,  in  the  nature  and  kind  of  the 
obedience  required,  it  is  modified  and  mitigated  by  the 
equity  and  mercy  of  the  lawgiver  proclaimed  in  the  gospel. 

To  man  in  his  integrity,  that  is,  before  his  fall,  the  law 
presented  itself  in  its  rightful  claim  of  perfect,  unceasing,  un- 
sinning  obedience;  and  it  found  him  furnished  by  his  wise 
and  merciful  Creator  to  discharge  all  its  pure,  holy,  and  life- 
giving  demands — no  law  in  his  members  warring  against  the 
law  of  his  mind,  and  bringing  him  into  captivity  to  tiie  law 
of  sin  and  death — no  corruption  of  his  mind  leading  him  off 
from  God,  his  chief  good,  after  the  vain  delights  of  a  perish- 
ing world. 

But  when  sin  obtained  the  mastery  over  him,  banished  the 
Holy  Spirit  from  his  soul,  and  perverted  and  depraved  the 
pure  and  perfect  faculties  bestowed  on  him  by  his  Maker, 
then  could  this  pure  and  holy  law  no  longer  be  to  him  a 
covenant  of  life  and  peace,  but  an  everlasting  bond  of  fear, 
and  wrath,  and  death. 

What,  then,  was  to  be  done?  "Was  the  law  of  heaven  to 
yield  and  surrender  to  the  law  of  sin,  and  the  gracious  pur- 
pose of  God  in  the  creation  of  man  as  an  instrument  of  his 
glory  to  be  defeated  by  the  craft  and  malice  of  the  devil? 
Yet  this  must  have  followed  but  for  the  resources  of  that  in- 
finite wisdom,  mercy,  and  love,  which  had  provided  in  the 
eternal  counsel  of  the  adorable  Three  in  Deity  against  this 
foreseen  event.  Here,  then,  my  friends,  rises  to  our  aston- 
ished and  admiring  view  that  wonderful  appointment  in 
which  we  once  more  stand  for  life  or  death,  by  the  gift  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  take  our  nature  upon  him,  and  in  the  nature 
that  sinned  to  bear  the  curse  and  satisfy  the  justice  of  the 
broken  law — to  fulfil  its  utmost  demands  upon  human  nature, 
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and,  bj  so  doing,  to  purcliase  for  the  sinner  a  reprieve  from 
the  sentence  of  eternal  death,  a  renewal  of  spiritual  life,  and 
a  day  of  grace,  in  which,  upon  the  merciful  and  possible 
conditions  of  the  gospel,  to  regain  the  heaven  he  had  lost. 
"Oh!  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge of  God;  how  unsearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  his 
ways  past  finding  out." 

Our  LoED  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  mediator  of  this  new  cove- 
nant, now  proclaims  to  a  lost  world,  that  whosoever,  believ- 
ing in  him  as  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  and  promised 
Saviour  of  sinners,  shall  heartily  and  truly  repent  him  of  his 
former  sins,  and  for  the  time  to  come  endeavor  with  all  his 
might  to  obey  sincerely,  though  not  without  failures  and  in- 
firmities, all  the  commandments  of  God,  shall,  through  the 
merits  of  his  sufferings  and  death,  have  his  sincerity  accepted 
instead  of  perfect  obedience.  This  is  the  condition  of  the 
gospel  covenant,  the  grace  and  faith  which  came  by  Jesus 
Christ,  the  reasonable  service  of  reasonable  and  redeemed 
creatures.  This  is  that  righteousness  of  faith  so  highly  spoken 
of  in  the  Scriptures,  and  it  is  so  called,  because  faith  in  what 
God  hath  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  is  the  root  or  spring  of 
that  turning  to  God  or  conversion  from  sin  to  which  the  gos- 
pel invites  us,  and  which  it  requires,  not  only  as  the  con- 
dition of  our  acceptance,  but  as  the  only  evidence  that  we 
really  do  believe.  This  is  that  "righteousness  of  God  without 
the  law,  which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  unto  all  and  upon 
all  them  that  believe,"  because  it  is  of  his  appointment,  and 
what  alone  he  will  accept  at  the  sinner's  hands  for  justifica- 
tion of  life.  And  thus  argues  the  apostle,  "Abraham  be- 
lieved God,  and  it  was  counted  to  him  for  righteousness, 
and  not  to  him  only,  but  to  us  also  it  shall  be  counted,"  or 
allowed,  "if  we  believe  on  Him  who  raised  up  Jesus  our 
Lord  from  the  dead,  who  was  delivered  for  our  offences  and 
raised  again  for  our  justification." 

III.  Thirdly,  I  am  to  consider  by  what  means  the  claims 
of  tlie  law  upon  us  are  to  be  satisfied. 

Now  these,  by  the  wise  and  merciful  appointment  of  God, 
can  no  otherwise  be  answered  than  by  faith  in  Christ. 
*'Wliat  shall  we  do  that  we  might  work  the  works  of  God?" 
was  the  question  put  by  the  Jews  to  our  Lord,  in  the  days  of 
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liis  flesh.  "This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  in  hiru 
whom  he  hath  sent,"  was  the  answer  of  tlie  living  word 
which  came  down  from  heaven.  And  this  short  reply,  my 
brethren,  contains  all  that  we  need  either  know  or  practice 
to  secure  the  salvation  of  our  souls,  as  will  appear  by  con- 
sidering that  we  are  debtors  to  the  law  in  two  accounts;  first, 
for  the  penalty  due  to  our  disobedience,  and  secondly,  for 
the  renewed  obedience  we  owe  to  it. 

Coming  into  the  world  as  sinners,  and  liable  to  the  curse 
of  the  broken  law,  we  continue  such  until  by  some  act  on  our 
part  we  resort  to  the  remedy  provided  for  us.  And  here  let 
those  who  think  lightly  of  or  reject  infant  baptism,  consider 
the  bearing  it  has  upon  this  appointment  of  Christ  as  the 
end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  both  to  believing  parents 
and  their  children,  its  efficacy  on  original  or  birth  sin,  and 
its  purpose  of  bringing  into  a  state  of  covenant  relation  with 
God  those  who  have  no  claim  upon  him  but  what  springs 
from  their  relation  to  Chkist.  Let  them  consider  this,  and 
be  no  longer  led  away  after  inventions  of  men  to  debar  their 
infants  from  the  mighty  benefits  conferred  on  them  in  this 
ordinance. 

But  being  actual  sinners  also  in  our  own  persons,  the  law 
calls  for  our  blood,  "for  without  shedding  of  blood  there  is 
no  remission,"  and  from  this  claim  the  blood  of  Christ  is  our 
only  refuge,  "for  God  made  him  who  knew  no  sin  to  be  sin 
for  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
liim."  But  this  blood  can  be  obtained  or  made  over  to  ns  no 
otherwise  than  by  believing  in  him  as  "the  Lamb  of  God 
which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world."  By  faith  only 
can  we  be  united  to  Christ.  By  our  union  with  him  only, 
and  as  found  in  him,  can  the  satisfaction  he  hath  made  to 
the  law  be  counted  or  made  over  to  us,  and  we  stand  justified 
or  acquitted  from  the  claims  it  has  npon  us  for  the  penalty 
due  to  our  sins.  And  O  that  poor  thoughtless  sinners  would 
consider,  that  there  is  but  this  one  way  under  heaven  to  pay 
their  debt,  and  that  the  faith  which  justifies,  to  give  either 
comfort  or  assurance,  must  be  as  much  the  subject  of  con- 
aciousness  as  the  sin  which  demands  an  atonement  before  it 
can  be  given. 

Secondly,  we  are  debtors  to  the  law  under  gospel  grace  for 
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renewed  obedience.  And  this  claim  can  only  be  satisfied  in 
the  renewal  of  our  minds  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  In  him  as  our  living  head,  all  fullness  dwells,  and 
from  him  descend  those  streams  of  spiritual  strength  and 
nourishment  which  give  health  and  increase  to  his  body,  the 
Churcii,  and  to  every  member  of  it.  "Without  him  we  caii 
do  nothing."  By  his  Spirit  we  are  born  again,  by  his  grace 
we  are  strengthened,  by  his  wisdom  we  are  enlightened,  by 
his  providence  we  are  defended  and  disposed  of,  and  by  his 
intercession  our  sincere  though  imperfect  services  find  accep- 
tance and  reward.  Thus  "we  can  do  all  things  through 
Christ  which  strengtheneth  us,"  and  thus,  from  first  to  last, 
"is  salvation  by  grace  through  faith,  not  of  works,  lest  any 
man  should  boast;"  and  thus  are  sinners  provided  b}^  the 
love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  to  regain  the  glory  lost  by  sin, 
but  which  shall  again  be  revealed  in  them  that  believe.  O 
that  the  thousands  to  whom  it  is  now  given  to  put  forth  the 
hand  of  faith,  and  pluck  and  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  would  but 
consider  where  their  refusal  of  the  gospel  must  end;  how  they 
■will  be  able  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  law,  and  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God  upon  their  sins,  and  upon  this  their  crying 
sin,  the  rejection  of  Christ  and  him  crucified;  how  they  will 
endure  the  everlasting  inflictions  of  the  wrath  of  God  poured 
out  upon  their  souls  in  all  the  torments  of  eternal  damnation. 
O  bethink  you  of  the  unutterable  horror  and  despair  that  will 
seize  upon  your  souls,  when  this  Jesus  whom  you  now  despise 
shall  be  revealed  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance,  the  ven- 
geance of  the  law  and  of  the  gospel,  on  them  that  know  not 
God  and  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jescs  Christ,  and 
now,  while  it  is  called  to-day,  flee  to  the  cross  of  Christ  as 
the  only  refuge  for  all  who  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God. 

IV.  Fourthly,  I  am  to  show  you  what  is  meant  by  Christ's 
being  the  end  of  the  law. 

The  common  meaning  of  the  word  end  being  liable  to  mis- 
lead us  in  the  right  understanding  of  this  passage  of  Scrip- 
ture, we  must  consider  that,  besides  denoting  the  close  or 
conclusion  of  a  thing,  it  also  frequently  expresses  the  object 
or  purpose  in  view,  and  it  is  used  here  in  both  those  mean- 
ings.   For, 
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First,  lie  was  the  end  or  conclusion  of  the  legal  dispensation, 
as  it  is  called,  or  method  of  religion  enjoined  upon  the  Jews, 
which  was  imposed  until  the  promised  seed  should  come. 
But  he  was  also  the  end  or  object  to  which  all  its  sacrifices 
and  expiations  pointed,  and  on  wlioni  the  devout  worshipper 
was  directed  to  fix  his  faith,  as  the  true  sin  ofl'ering  and  pro- 
pitiation shadowed  out  by  the  temple  service;  as  he  also  was 
of  all  the  sacrifices  and  acts  of  worship  enjoined  upon  men 
from  the  beginning,  as  we  see  exemplified  in  the  case  of 
Abel,  who  was  accepted  as  righteous  because  he  oifered  by 
faith,  or  with  faith  in  that  great  atonement  for  sin  which  was 
to  be  manifested  in  due  time. 

Secondly,  as  the  original  purpose  or  design  of  the  law  un- 
der which  man  was  put,  was  the  prevention  of  sin,  and  as 
Christ  hath  put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  there- 
fore, having  accomplished  what  the  law  could  not  do,  be  is 
said  to  be  the  end  of  the  law,  as  having  answered  its  object. 
For  thus  the  apostle  argues,  "What  the  law  could  not  do,  in 
that  it  was  weak  through  the  flesh,  God  sending  his  own  Son 
in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh  and  for  sin,  condemned  sin  in 
the  flesh,  that  the  righteousness  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled 
in  ns,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh  but  after  the  Spirit." 

Lastly,  as  the  law  required  obedience  or  death,  and  its 
claims  upon  us  grew  out  of  transgression,  therefore,  he  who 
fulfilled  all  its  demands  by  the  obedience  of  his  life  and  the 
submission  of  his  death,  and  did  this  that  he  might  bring  in 
everlasting  righteousness,  may  rightly  be  said  to  iiave  an- 
swered all  its  purposes,  and,  therefore,  be  styled  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteousness;  and  thus,  my  brethren,  we  may 
discern  why  and  how  he  is  so  to  every  one  that  believeth. 
The  claims  of  the  law  upon  us  arising  only  from  our  sins,  and 
the  death  of  Christ  having  fully  satisfied  the  demands  oi'  Y>e- 
nal  justice,  a  door  is  opened  for  mercy  to  enter  in,  while  the 
law  is  magnified  and  honored,  so  that  God  can  be  just  and 
the  justifier  of  him  that  believeth  in  Jesus.  And  lience  we 
learn  why  faith  in  Christ  is  the  indispensable  condition  of 
th'e  new  covenant  purchased  by  his  blood.  By  no  other  means 
can  we  become  parties  to  this  covenant  but  by  a  personal 
submission  to  the  law  of  Christ  in  the  gospel,  for  unless  we 
believe  it,  the  gospel  is  a  dead  letter.    By  no  other  means 
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can  we  escape  from  the  condemnation  of  the  law. — "Cursed 
is  every  one  that  continneth  n'ot  in  all  things  written  in  the 
law,  to  do  them" — For  "ha  that  believeth  not  is  condemned 
already."  By  no  other  means  can  we  obtain  that  grace  which 
renews  the  heart  and  guides  the  life  to  holiness. — "He  that 
believeth  in  ine,  as  the  Scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly 
Bhall  flow  rivers  of  living  water."  By  no  other  means  are 
we  reconciled  to  God  and  adopted  as  his  children. — "Ye  are 
all  the  children  of  Gtod  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus."  By  no 
other  means  than  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  can  we  obtain  a 
liappy  life,  a  peaceful  death,  a  joyful  resurrection,  and  a  glo- 
rious immortality.  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  saith 
the  Lord;  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead  yet 
shall  he  live,  and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall 
never  die."  Thus  may  every  believer  say  with  the  apostle, 
"I  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto 
God;  I  am  crucified  with  Christ,  nevertheless  I  live;  yet  not 
I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in 
the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 
me,  and  gave  himself  for  me." 

God  grant,  dear  brethren,  that  we  may  all  make  this  ap- 
])licatioii  of  what  has  been  said,  and  of  what  this  fruitful  sub- 
ject may  present  to  our  private  meditations,  and  no  longer 
live  to  another,  but  to  him  who  hath  bought  us  with  his  own 
blood,  and  made  us  kings  and  priests  to  God,  even  his  Father; 
never  forgetting  that  though  we  are  indeed  dead  to  the  law 
by  the  body  of  Christ  as  a  covenant  of  life,  yet  we  are  "not 
without  law  to  God,"  but  "under  the  law  to  Christ,"  even 
the  law  of  faith,  which  worketh  by  love,  overcomes  the  world, 
and  sits  down  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  whither  Jesus  is  gone 
before  .to  prepare  a  place  for  us,  that  where  he  is  there  we 
may  be  also,  beholding  his  glory. 

And  may  the  same  gracious  God  grant  that  these  our  dear 
friends  and  connexions  present,  and  all  under  the  sound  of 
the  gospel  who  are  yet  strangers  to  this  Jesus,  may  be  moved 
to  lay  these  solemn  truths  to  heart.  May  they  hear  the  holy 
law  of  God  requiring  their  obedience  or  their  blood;  and.  if 
love  cannot  draw,  may  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  drive  them  to 
the  cross  of  Christ  as  their  only  refuge  from  its  claims.  Ohl 
inj  poor  fellow  siiiners,  ask  yourselves  seriouslj  why  it  ia 
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that  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gospel  have  no  charms  for  you? 
why  an  offered  lieaven  and  a  threatened  hell  have  so  little 
power  to  move  you  from  the  tents  of  sin?  why  a  stricken  con- 
science is  put  aside  to  another  opportunity?  and  you  will  learn 
that  it  is  through  unbelief,  and  awake,  perhaps,  to  the  danger 
of  3'our  state.  Oh!  the  wretched  condition  of  that  person  who 
lives  without  God  in  the  world,  without  a  Saviour,  without 
faith,  without  hope,  without  love,  exposed  to  all  the  claims  of 
the  law  without  a  shelter  from  its  vengeance — who  must  come 
to  death  and  judgment  with  nothing  to  present  to  God  but  a 
body  and  soul  poisoned  with  sin,  and  fit  only  for  the  society 
of  devils  and  damned  spirits.  OhI  the  misery  of  the  gospel 
sinner!  How  will  the  fallen  angels  mock  at  him,  and  glory 
over  him,  in  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord!  How 
gladly  would  they  embrace  what  he  makes  light  of — salva- 
tion provided,  righteousness  wrought  out,  a  Saviour  offered, 
peace  given,  heaven  opened,  and  glory  promised.  "Awake 
then,  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ 
shall  give  thee  light.  He  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteous- 
ness to  every  one  that  believeth,  and  no  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father  but  by  him;  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  hea- 
ven given  amongst  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved,  only  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth," 
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John  xv.  5,  latter  clause. 
For  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing. 

Among  the  many  inventions  which  men  have  sought  out 
on  the  subject  of  religion,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  on  the 
means  of  obtaining  and  securing  the  favor  of  God,  there  is 
none  more  prevalent  in  the  present  clay,  or  more  ruinous  to 
the  souls  of  men,  than  that  of  a  partial  reception  of  the  gospel. 
But  few  can  be  found  who  are  hardy  enough  to  reject  and 
disclaim  it  altogether.  Though  there  are  some  such,  yet  there 
are  multitudes  who  receive  it  no  farther  than  to  claim  for 
their  sins  the  cover  of  its  mercy,  while  they  refuse  their  hearts 
and  lives  to  its  transforming  grace  and  holy  requirements. 

But,  as  it  must  be  evident  to  all,  that  this  desperate  delu- 
sion, which  makes  Cheist  the  minister  of  sin,  could  have  no 
place  were  the  gospel,  with  its  awful  discoveries  and  merciful 
provisions,  more  carefully  considered,  I  trust  it  will  answer 
my  purpose  for  your  edification,  so  to  apply  the  words  of  ray 
text  as  to  show  the  folly  and  insufficiency  of  a  partial  recep- 
tion of  Cheist  and  his  message — 

FiEST,  to  man  as  a  fallen  sinner;  and, 

Secondly,  to  the  same  creature  as  a  penitent  believer.  This 
I  shall  endeavor,  with  God's  help,  to  lay  plainly  before  you; 
and, then, 

Conclude  with  an  application  of  the  whole. 

"For  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing." 

I.  First,  I  am  to  apply  these  words  to  man  as  a  fallen  sinner. 

To  do  this  to  any  advantage,  we  must  consider  both  the 
condition  itself  and  its  consequences — a  train  of  thought,  my 
hearers,  too  seldom  permitted  to  occupy  the  meditations  ei- 
ther of  the  more  serious  or  the  more  thoughtless  portion  of 
those  who  are,  nevertheless,  the  subjects  of  this  tremendous 
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ruin,  and  the  objects  of  that  rich  redeeming  love  whereby  its 
desolations  are  stayed  and  its  miseries  may  be  averted. 

The  state  of  man,  as  a  fallen  sinner,  is  that  of  alienation 
from  God,  condemnation  to  eternal  death  for  the  violation  of 
liis  holj'  law,  without  the  means  of  escape  or  the  hope  of  de- 
liverance by  any  thing  in  himself.  And  the  consequences  of 
this  state  are,  spiritual  death,  or  the  loss  of  that  faculty  of  the 
soul  by  which  God  is  apprehended  as  the  chief  good,  loved 
supremely,  relied  upon  unreservedly,  and  obeyed  implicitly; 
the  prevalence  of  the  animal  nature,  or  flesh,  as  it  is  called  in 
Scripture,  whereby  the  original  order  of  the  affections  and 
desires  is  perverted,  so  that  instead  of  being  in  subjection  to 
the  law  of  the  mind,  the  mind  or  reason  of  the  man  is  become 
subservient  to  the  law  in  the  members;  and  the  exposure, 
without  remedy,  to  natural  evil,  in  pain,  sickness,  decay,  and 
death  of  the  body — with  fear,  alarm,  disappointment,  sorrow, 
and  suffering,  both  of  mind  and  body,  as  the  bitter  fruit  of 
that  heavy  curse  which  sin  has  entailed  upon  this  earth,  and 
upon  all  its  inhabitants. 

This  is  the  true  condition  of  fallen  man  when  considered 
as  unredeemed,  and  is  indispensable  to  any  rational  compre- 
hension of  the  actual  condition  of  mankind,  and  of  their  ob- 
ligations and  duties  under  the  advantages  of  revealed  religion 
and  instituted  means  of  grace.  It  is  also  his  condition  as  re- 
deemed, with  this  difference,  that  what  in  the  one  case  was 
absolute  and  irrecoverable  by  man  himself,  is  now,  by  the 
undertaking  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Cukist  as  man's  representa- 
tive, become  conditional  and  recoverable.  The  spiritual 
death  consequent  on  the  first  transgression,  and  which  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  trial,  is  removed  by  the  restored 
competency  of  moral  beings  to  apprehend  the  truth  of  their 
condition,  and  to  apply  the  means  provided  for  their  restora- 
tion to  the  favor  of  God  and  to  eternal  life,  through  the  grace 
given  them  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  thus  St.  Paul  argues  in 
his  ejiistle  to  the  Romans — "As  by  the  offence  of  one,  judg- 
ment came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation;  even  so,  by  the 
righteousness  of  one  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men,  unto 
justification  of  life."  And  again,  in  his  epistle  to  Titus — 
"The  grace  of  God  which  bringeth  salvation,  hath  appeared 
to  all  men."  Now,  this  free  gift,  and  measure  of  divine  grace, 
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are  equally  the  purchase  of  the  death  of  Christ,  by  virtue  of 
which  the  gospel  is  preached  to  us,  and  we  are  rendered 
capable  of  believing  its  truth,  embracing  its  promises,  obey- 
ing its  precepts,  and  inheriting  its  reward.  , 

Of  this  new  state,  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  purchaser  and  pro- 
curer, is  constituted  the  Lord  and  king.  "It  is  the  kingdom 
of  Gtod's  dear  Son,"  as  the  apostle  expresses  it.  Whatever 
relates  to  its  government  and  administration  is  delegated  to 
him.  "God  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and. gave  him 
to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church,  in  which  Christ 
ruletli  as  a  son  over  his  own  house;  angels,  and  authorities, 
and  principalities,  and  powers,  being  made  subject  unto  him." 
And  all  tliat  concerns  its  close  and  consummation,  is  to  be 
transacted  by  him  in  person. — "The  Father  judgeth  no  man* 
but  hath  committed  all  judgment  unto  the  Son,  and  hath 
given  him  authority  to  execute  judgment  also,  because  he  is 
the  Son  of  man.  For  we  must  all  stand  before  the  judgment 
seat  of  Christ,  that  every  one  may  receive  according  to  the 
deeds  done  in  this  body,  whether  they  be  good  or  whether 
they  be  evil."  With  the  deepest  truth,  therefore,  is  it  said 
in  my  text,  "Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing." 

Would  fallen  man,  then,  blind  and  ignorant  as  he  is  in 
himself,  know  the  truth  of  his  actual  condition,  he  must 
come  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  word  and  the  wisdom  of  God,  "a 
light  of  the  Gentiles  to  open  the  blind  eyes,  to  bring  out  the 
prisoner  from  the  prison,  and  them  that  sit  in  darkness  out 
of  the  prison  house."  No  where  else  can  certainty  and  satis- 
faction be  obtained  on  those  points  which  are  beyond  the 
range  of  his  experience  and  observation. 

Would  fallen  man  profit  by  the  knowledge  thus  revealed 
from  Heaven,  he  must  come  to  Jesus  Christ,  that  the  Spirit 
of  life  may  quicken  him  to  apprehend  the  saving  truths  of 
the  gospel.  "The  letter  killeth,  but  the  Spirit  giveth  life. 
The  words  that  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit,  and  they 
are  life,"  says  our  blessed  Lord. 

Would  fallen  man  be  delivered  from  the  condemnation 
under  wiiich  he  is  held  by  reason  of  original  sin,  he  must 
come  to  Jiisus  Christ,  "who  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curse 
of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us." 

Would  he  be  released  from  the  guilt  of  his  own  personal 
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sius,  he  must  come  to  Jesus  Chimst,  "whom  God  hath  set 
forth  to  be  a  proi^itiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world;  in 
whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  for- 
giveness of  sins." 

Would  fallen  man  be  quickened  into  spiritual  life,  he  must 
come  to  Jesus  Christ,  who  alone  baptizeth  wnth  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Would  he  be  reconciled  to  God  and  translated  into 
the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son,  he  must  come  to  Jesus  Christ, 
"who  hath  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  cross — in  whom 
God  was  reconciling  the  world  to  himself,"  by  whom  only 
"we  have  access  to  the  Father." 

And  would  fallen  man  be  furnished  for  this  new  relation 
to  God,  and  for  the  duties  and  the  hopes  which  belong  to  it, 
Ae  must  come  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  prophet,  the  priest,  and 
the  king  of  this  gracious  dispensation  of  mercy  and  love. 
For  "in  him  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge, in  whom  it  pleased  the  Father  that  all  fulness  should 
dwell,  of  whose  fulness  vve  have  all  received,"  and  who  tells 
us  in  my  text  "without  me  ye  can  do  nothing." 

Thus  indispensable,  my  dear  hearers,  is  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  to  all  spiritual  attainment  in  fallen  man.  As  he  in- 
terposed by  the  will  of  God  between  the  sentence  of  the  law 
and  its  infliction  on  the  first  transgressors,  and  b}''  consenting 
to  suffer  the  penalty  in  their  stead  obtained  a  reprieve  for 
them,  so  did  he  also  obtain  for  them  the  means  of  recovery 
and  salvation;  and  in  due  time  came  forth  from  the  Father, 
to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  to  the  world,  to  expiate  tlie  guilt 
of  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  cross,  and  by  the  high  discoveries 
of  the  gospel  to  draw  mankind  to  that  eternal  life  which  is 
only  to  be  found  in  him.  But  to  be  found  it  must  be  sought, 
as  the  one  thing  needful,  as  the  main  concern  of  this  short 
and  uncertain  state  of  being.  For  salvation  is  the  fate  of  no 
man's  nature,  but  the  purchased  reward  of  faith  and  renewed 
obedience  to  the  law  of  life  in  the  gospel.  As  the  undertaking 
of  tlie  Son  of  God  restored  the  moral  competency  of  human 
nature,  tiuit  competency  must  be  put  forth  by  each  individ- 
ual, according  to  the  conditions  of  that  dispensation  of  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  under  which  it  pleases  God 
to  call  him  into  being.  Under  the  light  of  tlie  gospel,  more 
especially,  is  this  duty  indispensably  required  of  all  w^ho 


CHRIST    ALL   IN   ALL.  127 

would  be  saved;  Christ  and  the  power  of  his  grace  are  freely 
offered  to  all  to  whom  the  gospel  is  preached — but  to  be  ob- 
tained men  must  come  to  Chkist  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  gospel.  They  must  strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate, 
by  a  hearty  repentance  and  forsaking  all  sin,  and  to  walk  in 
the  narrow  way  of  holy  obedience  to  the  commands  and  ex- 
ample of  Cheist.  For  the  gospel  does  not  act  like  a  charm, 
nor  yet  will  CnRiST  be  found  the  minister  of  sin,  by  owning 
those  who  "call  him  Lord,  yet  do  not  the  things  which  he 
says."  And  on  so  weighty  a  concern  as  salvation,  carelessness 
and  unconcern  are  nothing  short  of  contempt  of  God,  and  if 
persisted  in  must  be  followed  by  the  gnawings  of  the  worm 
that  never  dies,  by  the  torments  of  the  fire  that  never  shall 
be  quenched.  From  this  endless  misery  Christ  alone  can 
save  you,  my  dear  hearers;  and  he  can  and  will  save  you  no 
otherwise  than  as  he  hath  openly  proclaimed  in  his  word. 
*'Awake  then,  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead, 
and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light."  There  is  yet  place  for  re- 
j^entance;  the  sparing  mercy  of  God  yet  waits  for  you,  and 
that  same  Jesus  who  this  day  tells  you,  "without  me  ye  can 
do  nothing,"  also  proclaims,  "him  that  cometh  unto  me  I  will 
in  no  wise  cast  out." 

But  it  is  not  only  as  the  purchaser  of  a  day  of  reprieve  and 
grace  to  fallen  man,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  thus  all  important. 
He  is  the  finisher  as  well  as  the  author  of  our  faith  and  hope. 
This  he  represents  to  us  in  the  verse  immediately  before  my 
text,  by  the  figure  of  a  vine  and  its  branches.  "As  the  branch 
cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no 
more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me."  "I  am  the  vine,  ye 
are  the  branches.  He  that  abideth  in  me  the  same  bringeth 
forth  much  fruit — for  without  rae  ye  can  do  nothing." 

Now  though  these  words  were  spoken  primarily  to  and  of 
his  apostles,  and  had  an  application  to  them,  and  yet  have 
to  those  who  come  after  them  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel, 
distinct  from  what  they  have  to  men  in  general,  yet  in  their 
plain  and  obvious  meaning  they  refer  to  all  who  claim  an 
interest  in  the  gospel.  As  Christ  is  the  head  of  the  body^ 
and  Christians  are  every  one  members  in  particular,  their 
union  with  him  and  abiding  in  him  is  just  as  essential  for 
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the  supply  of  spiritual  life  and  motion,  as  that  of  the  mem- 
bers with  the  natural  body,  or  of  the  branches  with  the  vine. 
But  the  entertainment  of  sin  severs  this  union  with  Cheist, 
and  destroys  our  abiding  in  him;  which  can  no  otherwise  be 
restored  than  by  a  true  and  effectual  repentance.  And  as 
the  grace  of  repentance  is  obtained  fur  fallen  creatures  by 
the  undertaking  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  is  accepted  only  for 
his  sake,  and  through  faith  in  him,  a  consideration  of  the 
particulars  which  must  unite  to  render  repentance  and  faith 
available  to  the  pardon  of  sin,  will  show,  as  was  proposed 
in  the 

11.  Second  place,  the  absolute  importance  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  hope  of  the  penitent  sinner. 

Sin  is  an  offence  against  Almighty  God,  by  the  transgres- 
sion of  his  positive  command,  and  for  which  eternal  death  is 
announced  as  the  just  punishment. 

Conviction  of  sin  is  the  sense  of  guilt  and  condemnation 
thereby  incurred,  impressed  upon  the  heart  b}^  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

Repentance  is  a  godly  sorrow  for  sin,  wrought  in  the  soul 
by  the  same  Holt  Spirit,  and  evidenced  by  forsaking  sin 
and  by  earnest  desire  of  pardon  and  reconciliation  with  God, 
expressed  in  fervent  and  continued  prayer  and  supplication. 
But  the  Holy  Ghost,  with  all  his  operations  in  and  upon 
the  hearts  of  men  for  salvation,  is  the  purchase  of  the  death 
of  Christ.  Hence  there  is  neither  conviction  of  sin,  nor  re- 
pentance for  sin,  nor  faith  to  apprehend  its  danger,  nor  de- 
liverance fi'om  its  condemnation,  without  Christ,  without  aa 
entire  Saviour,  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega  of  man's  salvation. 
What  satisfaction  can  the  convinced  sinner  make  to  the 
infinite  justice  of  Almighty  God,  for  those  violations  of  his 
holy  law^  of  which  he  feels  and  owns  himself  guilty?  Be- 
pentauce  is  not  atonement,  nor  can  amended  life,  were  either 
of  them  possible  without  the  grace  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus, 
"undo  past  guilt  and  remove  incurred  condemnation.  "With- 
out shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission."  But  the  sin- 
ner's own  blood  is  demanded  by  the  law,  not  as  an  expia- 
tion but  as  a  penalty.  What  resort  is  there,  then,  but  to  him 
"who  is  exalted  a  prince  and  a  Saviour  to  give  repentance  to 
Israel,  and  remission  of  sins';'^    Where  can  the  sinner  finci  an 
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atonement  but  in  that  blood  ^vhicli  was  poured  out  upon  the 
cross,  as  a  propitiation  and  full  satisfaction  to  the  divine  jus- 
tice for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world?  This  is  the  only  expia- 
tion for  the  guilt  of  sin  worthy  for  man  to  offer  or  for  God  to 
accept.  It  is  the  only  substitute  for  the  sinner's  own  blood, 
forfeited  to  the  justice  of  God;  and  the  revealed  atonement 
to  which  the  Holt  Spmrr  directs  the  penitent  believer,  ena- 
bling him  to  apply  it  to  himself  personally,  as  the  meritorious 
ground  of  his  forgiveness  and  acceptance  with  God.  "Being 
justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 

But  not  only  in  what  is  outward  and  visible  in  the  regula- 
tion of  the  life,  but  in  the  mightier  work  of  renewing  the 
heart  and  purifying  it  from  the  corruptions  which  sin  hath 
engendered,  of  transforming  the  soul  to  the  image  of  its  holy 
Creator,  and  of  sanctifying  the  whole  creature  to  God,  is  it 
evident  that  "without  Christ  we  can  do  nothing." 

We  have  no  access  to  the  heart,  my  dear  hearers,  not  even 
to  discern  its  desperate  wickedness  and  estrangement  from 
God,  far  less  to  change  its  affections  and  renew  its  qualities, 
without  light  from  heaven.  This  is  the  work  of  the  great 
physician  of  souls,  and  only  by  follo'wing  his  prescriptions 
can  its  original  health  be  restored.  To  call  off  the  affections 
from  the  perishing  vanities  of  time,  to  elevate  them  to  holy 
and  heavenly  desires,  and  fix  them  on  God  as  the  chief  good, 
is  no  human  work;  yet  it  is  set  before  us  as  the  condition  on 
which  eternal  life  depends.  Without  Christ,  then,  my 
friends,  what  can  we  do;  without  his  Holt  Spirit  to  work 
this  mighty  change,  to  create  in  us  a  new  heart,  and  renew 
a  right  spirit  within  us,  what  hope  of  success?  "Who  can 
bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean?"  O  that  those  who 
go  about  to  establish  their  own  rigliteousness,  and  contract 
religion  to  the  meagre  morality  of  external  decency  and  de- 
corum of  conduct,  would  but  consider  this;  that  the  Pharisees 
of  the  gospel,  who  have  a  form  of  godliness  but  deny  the 
power  thereof,  would  bring  their  accommodations  of  religion 
to  the  will  of  the  flesh,  to  the  experience  of  a  new  principle 
wrought  in  the  soul  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ!  Then  they 
might  see  and  understand  the  application  of  motives  to  the 
conduct  of  moral  beings;  how  the  very  same  actions  in  dif- 
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ferent  persons  are,  nevertheless,  in  the  sight  of  God,  of  oppo- 
site qualities.  He  looketh  on  the  heart,  my  brethren,  and 
can  accept  nothing  from  fallen  creatures  but  what  springs 
from  the  grace  of  the  Loed  Jesus  Cheist,  purifying  it  and 
working  by  love.  Can  a  muddy  fountain  send  forth  pure 
water?  'No,  my  hearers?  How,  then,  can  the  um-enewed 
heart  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.  .  "Can  the  Ethiopian  change 
his  skin  or  the  leopard  his  spots?"  No,  my  friends,  neither 
can  the  fallen  sinner  change  his  nature  or  undo  his  guilt. 
Come,  then,  to  Jesus  Cheist,  that  what  without  him  ye  can- 
not do,  may  by  his  grace  be  accomplished.  This  is  the 
turning  point  of  this  great  salvation.  As  none  but  the  sick 
need  the  physician,  so  until  we  feel  that  there  is  no  health  in 
us — until  we  learn  the  plague  of  our  own  hearts,  and  are 
savingly  convinced  of  the  ruined  helplessness  of  our  sinful 
nature — there  is  no  form  or  comeliness  in  Jesus  Cheist  that 
we  should  desire  him.  "We  neither  understand  or  feel,  that 
the  whole  sufficiency  of  fallen  sinners  is  of  God;  that  from 
first  to  last  we  are  saved  by  grace,  and  that  "without  Christ 
we  can  do  nothing." 

As  the  grace  and  power  of  our  Loed  Jesus  Cheist  are  thus 
indispensable  to  quicken  us  to  repentance  and  faith,  and  the 
virtue  of  his  blood  shed  for  us  alone  available  to  procure  the 
pardon  of  sin,  they  are  no  less  essential  to  render  all  that  we 
subsequently  do  in  the  way  of  duty  acceptable  to  God. 

Our  repentance  and  faith,  our  love  and  obedience,  our 
prayers  and  praises,  our  worship  and  service,  are  in  them- 
selves imperfect  and  unworthy  of  that  pure  and  holy  Being 
in  whose  sight  the  heavens  are  not  clean,  and  who  charges 
even  his  angels  with  folly.  The  very  holiest  of  our  duties 
have  in  them  a  seasoning  of  sin,  my  brethren,  and  the  most 
earnest  of  our  endeavors  are  coupled  with  infirmity  both  of 
purpose  and  performance.  Here,  theu,  we  may  realize  the 
absolute  importance  to  us  of  that  Jesus,  who  not  only  pro- 
cured a  day  and  means  of  grace  for  sinners,  but  who  ever 
livcth  to  make  intercession  for  them;  to  present  their  prayers 
and  praises  before  the  throne  of  God;  to  render  their  sincere 
though  imperfect  services  acceptable  in  the  eye  of  purity  and 
lioliuess,  and  as  their  great  High  Priest  to  ofier  up  continu- 
iilly  in  the  presence  of  God,  in  behalf  of  his  people,  the  meri- 
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torious  righteousness  and  perfect  obedience  of  his  sinless  life, 
the  humiliation  of  his  passion,  and  the  atonement  of  his  death, 
as  the  ground  of  their  faith  and  hope  of  the  favor  of  God  and 
eternal  life. 

JSTor  is  this  all,  my  brethren.  When  the  life  of  faith  has 
carried  the  Christian  victorious  through  the  trials  of  this  mor- 
tal pilgrimage,  the  grave,  nevertheless,  awaits  him,  and  he 
must  receive  the  wages  due  to  sin,  in  the  stroke  of  death. 
Here,  then,  if  no  where  else,  if  never  before,  must  man  per- 
ceive and  feel  his  own  impotency,  must  acknowledge  his  ut- 
most strength  to  be  but  corruption.  His  prospects  all  closed, 
his  expectations  cut  off,  his  active  powers  mouldered  into 
dust,  what  would  the  hope  of  even  the  righteous  be  worth, 
but  for  Jesus  Christ?  Can  human  power  burst  the  prison 
of  the  grave  and  recall  the  dead  to  life?  'No.  The  voice  of 
the  Son  of  God  alone  is  competent  to  this  Almighty  work; 
"and  the  hour  is  coming  when  all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall 
hear  his  voice  and  shall  come  forth,  they  that  have  done 
good  unto  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  they  that  have  done 
evil  unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation."  This  is  what  gives 
such  an  awful  impression  to  the  hour  of  our  dissolution,  my 
hearers.  This  is  what  gives  to  the  grace  and  hope  of  the 
gospel  their  infinite  value,  and  to  the  name  of  Jesus  Chkist 
its  high  pre-eminence  above  every  name  in  heaven  and  on 
earth.  "He  tasted  death  for  every  man,  that  through  death 
he  might  destroy  him  wdio  had  the  power  of  death."  He 
rose  from  the  dead  to  give  assurance  unto  all  men,  that  they 
should  not  be  holden  of  death.  He  ascended  up  into  heaven 
the  first-born  of  many  brethi-en,  whither  he  has  gone  before 
to  prepare  a  place  for  his  faithful  followers.  And  he  will 
come  again,  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  the  retinue  of 
heaven,  to  sit  in  judgment  on  his  people  and  on  the  world. 

Then  will  be  seen  the  full  extent  of  his  power,  and  then 
will  be  felt  the  full  value  of  that  union  with  liira  which  is 
now  to  be  obtained  on  the  conditions  of  the  gospel,  and,  in- 
cluding as  it  does,  by  the  appointment  of  God,  the  wisdom, 
righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemption  of  obedient  be- 
lievers, will  constitute  their  title  to  a  place  at  his  right  hand. 
Then  will  be  realized  the  deep  importance  of  confessing  him 
before  men,  both  with  the  lips  and  with  the  life.     Then  shall 
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be  perceived  the  unspeakable  advantage  of  Christian  privi- 
leges, however  lightly  they  are  now  esteemed  by  the  thou- 
sands who  disdainfully  cast  them  behind  their  backs,  and 
are  wilfully  strangers  to  their  use.  Then  will  these  now  de- 
spised tilings  be  found  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation, 
through  faith  working  by  love;  and  a  preached  gospel,  with 
its  high  discoveries,  its  precious  promises,  its  life-giving  hope, 
and  its  saving  sacraments,  become  by  neglect  the  savour  of 
death  in  them  that  perish,  will  deepen  torment  with  the  never 
ceasing  but  useless  regret  that  they  might  have  escaped,  but 
they  would  not. 

Oh,  what  a  tormenting  thought  it  will  be — and  never  to 
pass  into  forgetfulness,  my  hearers — that  during  our  day  of 
grace  we  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  counsel  of  God,  a  hard  heart 
to  tlie  love  of  Chkist,  and  stifled  the  convictions  of  his  Holt 
Spirit;  that  we  never  received  because  we  would  not  ask; 
that  we  never  found  because  we  would  not  seek;  that  the 
door  of  mercy  is  shut  against  us  for  ever  because  while  it 
stood  open  to  receive  us  we  refused  to  enter  in;  that  our  blood 
is  now  demanded  by  the  righteous  law  of  God  because  we 
trampled  under  foot  the  Ijlood  of  Chkist,  and,  though  sinners 
in  nature  and  practice,  dared  to  meet  God  in  judgment,  Math- 
out  the  shield  of  the  Kedeemer's  merits  sought  and  obtained 
by  faith. 

Thus  have  I  shown  you,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  though 
in  a  very  brief  and  contracted  manner,  compared  with  the 
extent  of  the  subject,  that  in  our  main  concern,  the  salvation 
of  our  souls,  tlie  Lokd  Jesus  Christ  is  all  in  all;  that,  as  the 
procuring  cause  and  sustaining  power  of  all  spiritual  life,  he 
is  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  first  and  tlie  last;  that,  from 
the  first  seed  of  divine  grace  implanted  in  the  heart,  to  the 
awful  consummation  of  "Come  ye  blessed,"  or,  "Depart  ye 
cursed,"  without  him  we  can  do  nothing. 

The  application,  then,  or  improvement,  of  what  has  been 
said,  refers  to  the  personal  condition  of  all  present,  as  if  about 
to  appear  before  God,  and  will  be  profitable  to  you,  my 
hearers,  only  as  this  is  realized.  The  wonderful  and  effectual 
provision  for  your  salvation,  revealed  in  the  gospel,  hath 
surrounded  you  from  infancy  to  the  present  moment;  the 
truths  connected  with  it  have  been  repeatedly  pressed  upon 
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your  consciences;  and  the  experience  of  your  own  hearts 
must  liave  confirmed  the  testimony  of  revehition,  to  the  fal- 
len, depraved  condition  of  human  nature,  and  the  consequent 
alienation  from  God  of  every  sinful  creature.  Now  is  thi^ 
to  continue?  I  speak  to  those  who  are  careless  of  and  un- 
connected with  religion — alas!  that  they  should  be  the  great 
majority  in  every  Christian  land — is  this  state  of  desperate 
and  wilful  o])position  to  God  to  be  persisted  in?  If  not — 'and 
I  trust  that  this  is  the  better  thought  which  sometimes  pre- 
sents its  awakenings  to  your  consciences, — 'wherefore  is  it  not 
at  once  acted  upon?  If  the  power  of  sin  over  you  now  is  so 
great,  and  the  love  of  sin  in  you  so  strong,  as  to  overrule  the 
command  of  God  and  the  reason  of  your  own  minds,  will  its 
influence  be  M^eakened  by  indulgence,  or  its  mastery  be  more 
easily  shaken  ofl'  when  confirmed  by  habit?  AVho  among  you 
lias  not  the  testimony  in  his  own  experience,  contirming  that 
of  St,  Paul,  to  the  power  and  prevalence  of  the  carnal  mind? 
"To  will  is  present  with  me,  but  how  to  perform  that  which 
is  good  I  find  nut;  for  the  good  that  I  would  I  do  not,  but  the 
evil  which  I  would  not  that  I  do."  "For  I  delight  in  the  law 
of  God  after  the  inward  man;  but  I  see  another  law  in  my 
members  warring  against  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing 
me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin  which  is  in  my  members" 
— and  who  is  not  hereby  taught  the  practical  lesson,  that  if 
he  would  be  saved  he  must  be  delivered  "from  the  body  of 
his  death?" 

And  shall  it  speak  so  plain  and  come  so  close  to  your  con- 
sciences, only  to  be  driven  away  with  the  thousands  of  good 
resolutions,  and  yet  deferred  amendments  of  life,  which  the 
law  of  sin  has  already  triumphed  over?  God  forbid,  my  dear 
hearers.  Rather  let  counsel  be  taken  from  past  weakness, 
and  courage  be  derived  from  this  precious  gift  of  the  love  of 
God  yet  waiting  upon  you,  to  come  to  Christ.  Let  the  sin 
that  so  easily  besets  you,  that  you  have  tried  once  and  again 
to  conquer,  but  have  failed;  let  the  frequent  resolve  to  begin 
a  Christian  life,  which  has  vanished  before  the  temptations 
of  the  world  like  the  morning  cloud  and  the  early  dew,  prove 
to  you,  that  in  your  own  strength  you  can  do  nothing;  and 
bring  you,  with  purpose  of  heart,  to  the  sure  and  sufficient 
friend  of  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  sinner,  in  the  Lokd 
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Jesus  Christ,  who  came  tliat  a  race  of  sinners  might  hare 
life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly;  who  re- 
deemed them  to  God  by  his  own  blood,  that  he  might  redeem 
^em  from  all  iniquity  by  the  power  of  his  grace;  and  who 
assures  them,  in  my  text,  that  without  him  they  can  do  no- 
thing. 

To  follow  the  world,  to  glitter  amidst  the  giddy  whirl  of 
its  intoxicating  vanities,  to  catch  its  vain  applause,  and  to 
reap  its  still  more  vain  reward,  may  be  accomplished  perhaps 
without  Christ;  and  the  angels  are  weeping  over  the  thou- 
sands of  redeemed  and  warned  immortals,  who  make  no  bet- 
ter use  of  the  grace  and  truth  which  came  by  Jesus  Christ, 
But  to  overcome  the  world,  to  withstand  its  allurements,  to 
triumph  alike  over  its  smiles  and  its  frowns,  and  so  to  use  as 
not  abusing  the  accommodations  and  enjoyments  which  are 
left  amidst  the  sin-blasted  ruins  of  its  once  happier  condition 
— who  of  himself,  my  brethren,  is  sufficient  for  this  work? 
Yet,  if  heaven  is  our  hope  on  the  ground  of  revealed  promises, 
this  must  be  accomplished  in  all  who  would  see  God.  The 
hold  which  the  world  has  upon  our  aifections  must  be  loosed, 
the  power  it  possesses  over  our  desires  must  be  broken,  and 
the  grovelling  inclinations  of  our  fallen  nature  elevated  to 
more  substantial  and  enduring  good  than  this  transitory  ex- 
istence can  supply.  And  whence  is  this  to  come  but  from 
above?  And  how  is  this  to  be  obtained  but  through  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  "who  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him,  en- 
dured the  cross,  despising  the  shame,  and  is  now  set  down  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God,  having  left  us  an  ex- 
ample that  we  should  follow  his  steps."  "If  any  man  will 
come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross 
daily  and  follow  me."  "In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribula- 
tion, but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world." 

Reason  can  strike  the  balance  betwixt  time  and  eternity, 
and  master  the  calculation  which  dethrones  the  world  and  the 
things  that  are  in  it.  But  it  cannot  change  the  heart  and 
turn  the  longings  of  the  soul  to  God,  the  only  good.  Expe- 
rience can  certify,  how  weak  and  worthless  the  highest  worldly 
delights  are,  to  satisfy  the  soul  and  confer  solid  peace  and 
lasting  happiness;  but  it  cannot  fill  the  aching  void  which 
this  discovery  makes,  or  teach  a  new  and  living  way  to  life 
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and  bliss.  Tliese  must  come  from  God  the  Holy  Ghost, 
througli  the  merits  and  intercession  of  the  great  High  Priest. 
Tliese  must  be  sought  and  wrestled  for  in  fervent,  persever- 
ing jjrayer,  in  watchful  self-denial,  in  confiding  reliance  that 
he  who  hath  called  us  to  the  knowledge  of  this  grace  will  not 
withhold  his  mercies  from  the  sin-sick  soul,  but  will  bless  the 
endeavors  of  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him. 

""Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing."  Truth,  Lord!  And 
may  thy  blessing  write  it  in  every  heart,  thy  grace  make  it 
triumphant  over  all  opposition,  and  thy  power  bring  a  will- 
ing and  obedient  people  to  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God. 


SERMON   XII. 

ACCESS   TO   GOD   ONLY   THROUGH  CHRIST, 


MiCAH  vi.  6. 
■Wherewith  Bhall  I  come  before  the  Lono,  and  bow  myself  before  the  high  God? 

Reflections  of  a  very  impressive  and  practical  character 
are  presented  to  every  serious  mind  by  this  passage  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  can  hardly  fail,  I  should  think,  at  least  for  the 
moment,  to  prompt  a  similar  inquiry  even  to  the  more 
thoughtless  and  indifferent,  on  the  commanding  interest  of 
their  relation  to  God  and  expectations  from  him.  No  senti- 
ment is  more  universal,  I  believe,  than  that  of  the  homage 
due  to  the  Supreme  Being;  no  duty  more  important  than  to 
ascertain  in  what  manner  that  homage  is  to  be  rendered;  and 
when,  if  we  carry  out  our  sense  of  accountability  to  the  end, 
we  s]\all  all  stand  before  our  Judge,  laiiguage  is  insufficient 
to  describe  the  misery  which  must  follow  the  neglect  of  so 
plain  an  obligation. 

It  is  an  overwhelming  thought,  my  brethren,  to  imagine  a 
dependent,  ignorant,  and  sinful  being,  like  man,  about  to  ap- 
proach the  glorious  majesty,  resplendent  light,  and  unspotted 
holiness  of  Almighty  God;  to  picture  to  ourselves  the  con- 
flicting emotions  which  throb  around  his  heart,  the  awful 
anticipations  which  absorb  his  thoughts,  and  the  agonizing- 
suspense  which  weighs  down  his  spirit,  under  the  fearful 
forecast  of  an  issue  which  involves  eternity.  But  it  is  a  wise 
and  a  profitable  exercise  of  the  mind,  my  hearers,  for  it  is  an 
interview  which  we  have  all  to  meet,  and  on  our  preparation 
for  it  more  will  depend  than  can  be  conceived  or  spoken  of. 

The  words  of  my  text  do  not,  indeed,  refer  directly  to  the 
concluding  scene  of  our  trial  and  probation,  but  they  include 
it,  as  the  point  to  which  all  present  intercourse  with  God 
should  be  directed,  as  the  end  in  which  all  the  means  now 
made  use  of  must  terminate.  I  have,  therefore,  selected 
them,  as  calculated  to  engage  your  thoughts  iu  a  profitable 
[Vol,  2,-*10.] 
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and  appropriate  course  of  meditation,  to  lead  you  to  a  serious 
scrutiny  and  careful  examination  of  your  own  hearts,  as  to 
the  grounds  on  which  your  religious  duties,  both  private  and 
public,  are  performed,  as  to  the  constancy  and  devotion  with 
which  they  are  followed,  and  as  to  the  eifect  thereby  pro- 
duced on  the  heart  and  on  the  life.  These  form  at  all  times 
a  sure  test  of  rehgious  condition,  and  if  duly  attended  to,  will 
teach  you  the  advantage  of  frequently  inquiring,  "Where- 
with shall  I  come  before  the  Lokd,  and  bow  myself  before  the 
high  God."     I  shall,  therefore,  consider  them, 

I.  First,  as  a  source  of  appropriate  and  profitable  meditation, 
Seasons  of  retirement  and  recollection  are  indispensable  to 
the  Christian — periods  of  serious  thought  and  devout  en- 
casement of  the  heart,  when  the  cares  and  duties  of  the  world 
are  intermitted,  and  its  occupations  give  place  to  the  higjier 
occupation  of  acquainting  ourselves  with  God,  and  of  com- 
muning with  our  own  spirit.  Without  this  salutary  practice, 
it  may  safely  be  affirmed,  that  religious  impressions  cannot 
continue,  but  will  decline  into  mere  formality,  and  deliver  us 
back  to  the  world  in  a  worse  condition  than  when  we  for- 
sook its  follies.  If  the  unclean  spirit  hath  really  been  cast 
out,  yet  if  his  former  habitation  continue  empty,  however 
well  it  may  be  garnislied  with  outward  profession,  oxa- 
Saviour  himself  gives  the  warning,  that  he  will  return  with 
a  reinforcement,  and  take  up  his  abode  more  securely  than 
before. 

Hence  it  would  appear,  that  religious  impression,  to  be 
profitable,  must  be  encouraged  by  our  own  exertion,  must  be 
strengthened  by  reading  and  meditation,  deepened  by  prayer 
and  self-examination,  and  confirmed  by  the  practice  of  the 
duties  of  religion;  and  to  all  these,  seasons  of  retirement  and 
devout  recollection  are  essential.  For  the  mind  can  hardly 
engage  in  religious  self-examination,  or  in  the  meditation  of 
holy  things,  when  exposed  to  interruj^tion.  ]^[either  can  it 
enter  upon  this  duty  without  seriousness  of  spirit,  without 
some  solemn  impression  of  God,  of  eternity,  of  our  interest 
in  him,  and  of  our  condition  as  respects  his  known  will,,  and 
the  appointments  of  liis  grace  for  our  salvation.  Now,  to  all 
this,  the  thouglit,  "where\vith  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord," 
must,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  be  previous.    For  it  is- the 
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sense  of  seclusion  with  God,  of  his  presence  who  reads  the 
heart.  It  is  the  feeling  sense  of  our  own  vileness  and  sinful- 
ness, when  compared  with  his  perfect  purity  and  holiness, 
and  of  his  infinite  goodness  in  providing  fur  our  recovery, 
that  solemnizes  the  spirit  and  shuts  out  inferior  things.  So 
that  whether  we  read  his  word,  or  meditate  on  the  discove- 
2'ies  of  his  wisdom  and  mercy  to  his  creatures,  or  recall  his 
providences  to  ourselves — whether  we  scan  the  frame  of  our 
own  spirit,  or  bring  our  sins  and  omissions  of  duty  to  account 
— whether  we  are  humbled  in  penitence  or  exalted  in  praise 
God  presides  over  the  thoughts  and  occupies  the  workings  of 
the  heart. 

According,  then,  to  the  frequency  and  solemnity  with 
which  such  seasons  are  sought  for  and  improved,  may  Chris- 
tians look  for  the  power  and  comfort  of  religion  to  increase 
with  them — may  they  expect  the  strength  of  temptation  to 
decline,  the  power  of  sin  to  be  broken,  and  the  practice  of 
righteousness  to  be  confirmed.  And  according  to  the  sincerity 
and  fervor  with  which  they  persevere  in  thus  frequently  shut- 
ting out  the  world  that  they  may  hold  converse  with  God, 
will  the  world  be  overcome,  and  the  comfort  of  hope  and  the 
assurance  of  faith  be  realized.  For  in  religion,  as  in  other 
things,  it  is  practice  that  makes  perfect;  and  progress  in  the 
school  of  Christ  is  regulated  by  the  same  law,  which,  in  all 
other  pursuits,  limits  attainment  by  endeavor,  and  bestows 
advancement  according  to  proficiency.  "Unto  him  that  hath, 
shall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have  more  abundance,"  is  the 
encouraging  declaration  which  our  gracious  master  holds  out 
to  his  disciples  to  industry  and  perseverance  in  their  high 
calling,  while  he  warns  the  slothful  and  the  negligent,  that 
"from  him  that  hath  not,  shall  be  taken  away,  even  that 
which  he  hath." 

II.  Secondly,  I  will  consider  the  text  as  prompting  exami- 
nation as  to  the  grounds  on  which  your  religious  duties,  both 
private  and  public,  are  performed. 

As  religion  is  the  reasonable  service  of  rational  beings,  all 
who  pretend  to  it  should  consider  carefully  whereon  it  is 
founded,  and  on  what  grounds  their  particular  views  of  its 
doctrines  and  practice  of  its  duties  are  supported,  by  the 
plain  precepts  of  God's  most  holy  word,     "Wherewith  shall 
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I  come  before  the  Loed,  and  bow  myself  before  the  high 
God,"  is  an  inquiry  which,  from  the  nature  of  things,  must 
precede  all  religious  duty  on  the  part  of  mankind,  and  must 
ever  form  an  important  subject  of  consideration  to  a  serious 
mind.  But  as  the  answer  can  be  derived  from  no  other  source 
than  God  himself,  to  his  true  and  faithful  word  only  can  we 
look  with  certainty  for  information  and  direction,  Now,  my 
brethren,  this  is  an  advantage  which  we  possess  as  Christians, 
not  as  men,  and  which,  as  Christians,  we  all  have  to  account 
for.  And  I  would  to  God,  that  both  as  men  and  Christians, 
we  were  more  alive  to  our  privileges  and  obligations,  under 
the  light  of  revealed  truth. 

That  we  have  no  means  independent  of  revelation  of  know- 
ing the  will  of  God  concerning  us,  and  of  determining  satisfac- 
torily in  what  manner  he  is  to  be  worshipped  and  wherewithal 
rendered  propitious  and  favorable  to  his  creatures,  is  a  truth 
proved  to  us  by  the  enormous  and  disgusting  superstitions 
of  Heathen  lauds,  both  ancient  and  modern. 

The  impression  is  universal  and  indelible,  that  man  owes 
reverence  and  worship  to  his  Creator.  So  powerful  is  the 
sentiment,  that  it  must,  in  some  way,  be  satisfied.  Yet  so 
dense  is  the  cloud  which  sin  has  spread  over  the  world,  that 
where  God  hath  not  interposed  to  give  light,  men  have  only 
bewildered  themselves  in  seeking  out  many  inventions,  not 
one  of  which  was  worthy  of  the  object  nor  consistent  with 
enlightened  reason,  and  (it  is  well  worth  your  notice,  because 
conclusive  against  the  infidel  claim  for  the  sufiiciency  of  hu- 
man reason  in  matters  of  religion)  that  where  this  faculty  was 
most  cultivated,  and  had  advanced  the  farthest  in  other 
sciences,  among  Heathen  nations  the  science  of  religion  was 
at  the  lowest  ebb,  and  the  ritual  of  its  worship  proportionally 
impure,  bloody,  and  abhorrent. 

In  thus  drawing  your  attention,  my  brethren,  to  the  un- 
speakable advantage  you  possess  in  the  light  of  life,  and  to  the 
sure  ground  from  thence  on  which  you  may  advance  with  a 
firm  faith  to  the  performance  of  every  religious  duty,  I  wisli 
it  to  be  felt  as  a  privilege  for  which  no  adequate  return  can 
ever  be  made — as  a  distinction  from  God  which  must  be 
cherished  and  improved  to  the  high  and  holy  purposes  for 
■which  it  is  conferred;  and  that  it  may  be  thus  felt  and  cherish- 
ed, mark  the  contrast  which  my  text  suggests. 
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A  Heathen  inquires,  "Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the 
Lord?"  But  there  is  none  to  answer  save  a  senseless  and 
bloody  superstition,  scorned  even  by  tlie  clouded  understand- 
ing of  its  own  ministers.  The  glories  of  the  firmament,  the 
grandeur  of  the  universe,  prompt  him  to  "bow  himself  before 
the  high  God"  their  Maker;  but  there  is  no  voice  to  tell  him 
witii  what  offerings  to  come  into  his  courts — no  hand  to  point 
to  the  propitiation  made  upon  the  cross  for  human  guilt — no 
message  of  love  and  mercy,  displaying  in  its  highest  exercise 
the  heavenly  feeling  of  compassion  towards  a  race  of  sinners. 
Under  the  silence  of  nature,  as  to  what  man  can  perform  here 
or  hope  for  iiereafter,  reason  becomes  bewildered  in  the  maze 
of  conjecture,  and,  wandering  fartiier  and  farther  into  its  own 
darkness,  dish«-nors  God  and  debases  his  fairest  work  with  im- 
purity, imj)iety,  and  crime. 

How  difterent,  my  brethren,  is  the  condition  of  the  same 
being  under  the  b'ght  of  the  gospel!  He,  too,  asks,  "Where- 
with shall  I  come  before  the  Lord?"  and,  lo!  the  page  of  in- 
spii'ation  stands  ready  to  satisfy  his  most  anxious  wish, 
Wliei'e  the  book  of  nature  closes,  the  book  of  God  takes  up 
the  wondrous  tale,  and  by  unveiling  Deity  to  his  adoring 
creature,  calls  forth  the  faculty  of  reason  to  its  noblest  use. 
Every  step  in  the  grand  discovery  gives  increasing  light, 
until  "God  manifest  in  the  flesh"  ])rovides  for  evei'y  want, 
supplies  every  disability,  and  fulfils  every  wish  which  hu- 
manity can  feel,  or  deplore,  or  long  for.  "Wherewith  shall 
I  come  before  the  Lord?"  "He  hath  showed  thee,  O  man, 
what  is  good;  and  what  doth  the  Lord  thy  God  require  of 
thee  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  thy  God?"  "Wherewith  shall  I  bow  myself  before  the 
high  God?"  He  hath  showed  thee,  O  Christian,  how  to 
render  acceptable  service. — "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life,"  says  the  Sou  of  God.  "Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  thou  shalt  be  saved."     "Repent  and  believe  the  gospel." 

Such  is  the  solid  and  unshaken  foundation  which  the  be- 
liever occupies  as  the  ground  of  all  his  religious  duties.  To 
him  there  is  no  uncertainty,  no  conjecture,  no  doubt  in  draw- 
ing near  to  God.  Light  has  come  into  the  world,  and  he 
walks  in  the  light.  A  new  and  living  way  is  opened  to  the 
presence  of  God.     Life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light 
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bj  the  gospel.  A  fountain  is  opened  for  sin  and  for  unclean- 
ness.  Grace  is  give^i  to  renew  his  nature,  and  eternal  life 
promised  to  faith  and  obedience.  These  are  the  glorious  and 
gracious  purchase  of  the  love  of  Christ,  and  all  these,  my 
brethren,  are  prompted  to  jour  meditations  by  my  text.  God 
grant  that  they  may  stir  you  up  and  strengthen  you,  not  only 
to  meditate  but  to  act,  under  a  more  lively  sense  of  his  rich 
redeeming  love,  a  deeper  penitence,  and  a  more  active  faith. 
But  let  it  not  be  overlooked,  I  beseech  you,  that  as  all  you 
are  favored  with  is  the  appointment  and  gift  of  God  for  your 
good,  that  good  is  not  to  be  expected  disjoined  from  the 
means.  Revealed  religion  and  instituted  means  of  grace  are 
not  the  creatures  of  human  caprice  or  convenience;  and  what- 
ever may  be  conceded  to  honest  ignorance  or  sincere  mistake 
in  religious  duty,  it  is  'a  concession  on  the  part  of  man  only 
— a  conjecture  of  human  reason,  and  not  a  declaration  of  the 
word  of  God.  And  this  I  say,  not  only  to  enforce  the  duty 
suggested  by  the  text,  but  to  caution  you,  my  brethren, 
against  the  prominent  delusion  of  being  wise  in  holy  things 
above  what  is  written,  wresting  the  Scriptures  to  your  own 
destruction.  As  tiie  noblest  work  of  creation,  the  image  of 
his  Maker,  man  hath  dominion  over  all  terrestrial  things. 
He  may  construct  systems  of  philosophy  or  policy,  and  alter 
and  amend  or  abrogate  them  at  his  convenience.  He  may 
change  the  face  of  nature,  and  improve  and  beautify  it  to 
suit  the  taste  of  an  ever  varying  fancy;  but  religion  is  fenced 
about  with  the  sanctity  of  heaven  from  sncl)  profane  intru- 
sion. He  touclies  the  ark  at  his  eternal  peril — he  departs 
from  revealed  direction  at  the  risk  of  threatened  delusion. 
Under  every  dispensation,  religion  has  come  perfect  and 
complete  from  its  author.  It  admits  of  but  one  improvement 
at  the  hand  of  man,  and  that  is,  faith  and  obedience,  in  a 
conversation  such  as  becometh  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

HI.  Thirdly,  the  text  forms  a  proper  ground  of  meditation 
as  to  the  constancy  and  devotion  wnth  which  your  religious 
duties  are  followed. 

As  the  influence  of  religion  upon  tlie  human  lieart  is  pro- 
gressive, and  dependent  on  the  care  and  diligence  where- 
with its  divine  impressions  are  cultivated,  Christians  should 
be  very  watchful  over  themselves  in  this  respect.    Knowing 


ACCESS   TO   GOD   ONLY   THROUGH   CHRIST.  143 

as  tliej  do,  the  opposition  of  their  fallen  nature,  the  corrup- 
tion of  their  hearts,  and  the  tendency  of  wurdly  occupation 
to  beget  remissness,  and  lead  them  insensibly,  almost,  to  a 
lukewarm  formality,  frequent  self-examination  is  not  only 
one  of  the  most  necessary,  but  one  of  the  most  profitable  ex- 
ercises in  which  the  Christian  can  engage.  The  person  who 
most  frequently  takes  himself  to  task  as  respects  God,  will 
most  frequently,  also,  be  drawn  to  the  duty  of  prayer.  And 
the  ])erson  who  most  carefull}'  tries  his  religious  condition  by 
the  devout  affections  which  his  heart  entertains,  will  be  most 
devotional,  that  is,  most  engaged  and  in  earnest  in  his  reli- 
gious duties.  The  forms  of  religion  are  easily  assumed,  its 
exterior  is  easily  imitated,  regular  times  for  prayer  and  read- 
ing the  Scriptures  may  grow  into  a  habit,  the  interruption  of 
which  will  cause  uneasiness;  attendance  upon  public  worship 
with  satisfaction,  and  increase  of  knowledge  in  the  doctrines 
and  mysteries  of  religion,  may  proceed  from  the  force  of 
education,  and  the  influence  of  particular  st>ciety.  These  are 
all  good  in  themselves,  and  God  forbid  that  I  should  say  a 
word  to  impair  their  value.  But  they  may  all  exist,  and  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  they  may  often  be  found,  where  the 
}X)wer  of  religion  is  unfelt  and  unknown.  Against  this  danger- 
ous, I  had  almost  said  hopeless  condition,  my  text  forms  an 
excellent  safe-guard,  because  it  chains  down  the  mind  to  the 
proper  preparation  for  religious  duty,  whether  in  private  or 
public,  in  the  solemn  thought,  that  the  act  itself  is  an  inter- 
view with  God,  an  approach  of  the  worthless,  sinful  creature, 
to  the  great  and  glorious  Creator;  an  application  of  the  sin- 
ner to  his  Saviour,  of  the  suppliant  to  his  Judge.  "Where- 
with shall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myself  before 
the  high  God?"  What  train  of  thought,  my  brethren,  better 
fitted  to  solemnize  the  mind,  to  engage  the  spirit,  to  fill  the 
heart  with  devotional  feelings  when  habitually  entertained? 
What  sentiment  better  fitted  to  prompt  us  to  frequent  appli- 
cation to  God,  than  the  combined  feeling  of  want  and  supply 
contained  in  this  meditation?  And  what  feeling  so  calculated 
to  elevate  the  soul,  as  the  contemplation  of  the  rich  provision 
which  God  hath  made,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for 
the  wants  of  the  Christian?  But  these,  to  be  felt,  must  be 
seriously  dwelt  upon  in  our  meditations — must  be  contrasted 
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with  the  darkness,  doubt  and  uncertainty,  which  their  priva- 
tion would  occasion,  and  must  be  drawn  forth  into  active 
operation,  by  applying  them  to  the  practical  duties  of  religion. 
"With  this  inquiry  before  the  mind,  the  heart  will  be  seri- 
ous, and  seriousness  on  the  subject  of  religion  is  the  parent 
of  devotion.  But  without  this  quickening  principle,  the 
whole  round  of  religion  may  be  followed  out,  yet  all  be  with- 
out profit,  without  any  of  that  deep  and  heartfelt  enjoyment 
which  follows  the  restoration  of  a  lost  hope,  and  accompanies 
that  sure  trust  and  confidence  in  the  promises  of  God  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  the  anchor  of  the  soul  to  the 
humble  believer.  A  mind  truly  serious,  truly  in  earnest  on 
the  subject  of  eternity,  will  not  be  put  oft*  with  the  forms  and 
speculations  of  religion.  It  cannot  subsist  on  such  unsub- 
stantial nourishment.  It  longs  for  more  of  God  than  it  has 
yet  attained,  nor  can  it  be  satisfied  with  past  experiences  of 
the  divine  goodness.  Hence,  constancy  in  religious  duties 
springs  from  the  desire  of  religious  attainment.  The  person 
who,  like  David,  is  athirst  for  God,  will  consider  every  op- 
portunity of  approaching  him  as  a  privilege.  His  Sabbaths 
will  not  be  a  weariness,  nor  his  worship  tedious  and  tiresome. 
Private  devotion  will  not  be  interrupted,  either  for  the  fear 
or  the  praise  of  men,  nor  yet  will  it  be  intruded  with  Pha- 
risaical ostentation.  The  Bible  will  not  be  laid  in  sight  only, 
but  will  be  studied,  and  its  precepts  inscribed  on  the  heart 
and  practised  in  the  life.  It  will  be  the  man  of  his  counsel 
to  the  Christian,  his  study  in  the  day,  and  his  meditation  in 
the  night  watches. 

From  the  condition  of  man,  and  from  the  nature  and  de- 
sign of  revealed  religion,  constancy,  continuance,  persever- 
ance in  religious  duty,  is  indispensable,  my  brethren.  With- 
out this  there  can  be  no  progress,  no  growth  in  grace,  no  at- 
tainment in  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit;  and  without  im})rove- 
ment,  without  increase,  there  can  be  no  reward.  Peligion  is 
not  an  impulse  upon  the  mind,  once  for  all,  as  too  many 
seem  to  think.  But  it  is  a  measure  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
which  commences  with  serious  thought,  grows  up  under  de- 
vout meditation,  and  is  matured  by  constancy  in  religious 
duty.  And  did  we  but  consider  that  it  is  an  exotic,  a  plant 
of  heavenly  growth,  transplanted  into  an  upgenjal  sojl,  which 
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can  live,  and  grow,  and  become  fruitful,  only  through  con- 
stant care  and  diligent  cultivation,  dependent  for  effect  on 
the  fostering  influence  of  Gou's  blessing,  more  earnestness 
would  be  manifested,  more  joy  and  peace  in  believing  be  ex- 
perienced, and  multitudes  who  now  stand  aloof  from  the 
gospel  would  be  encouraged  to  strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait 
gate.  But  the  coldness  of  Christians  causes  the  decline  of 
religion  in  the  world.  As  they  appear  to  enjoy  but  little, 
others  are  not  stimulated  to  seek  the  pearl  of  great  price,  and 
not  a  few  are  led  to  doubt  whether  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Chkist  be  preferable  to  the  morality  of  the  world.  This  is  a 
reproach  and  an  injury,  my  brethren,  which  Christians  are 
bound  to  remove  from  their  holy  profession,  and  nothing  will 
contribute  so  speedily  and  effectually  to  this  happy  end  as 
manifesting  that  they  are  themselves  in  earnest,  by  the  con- 
stancy and  fervor  with  which  they  press  towards  the  mark, 
for  the  prize  of  their  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

My  text  leads  to  the  inquiry — 

IV.  Fourthly,  as  to  the  effect  produced  on  the  heart  and 
on  the  life  by  religious  duties  performed. 

As  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit,  so  is  the  Christian  known 
by  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  the  conversation  of  his  life;  and 
where  there  is  care  to  learn,  and  diligence  to  put  in  practice, 
the  precepts  of  the  gospel,  those  fruits  will  be  brought  forth, 
in  some  thirty,  in  some  sixty,  and  in  some  an  hnndi'ed  fold, 
according  to  the  various  conditions  and  capacities  which  the 
providence  of  Almighty  God  apportions  to  his  creatures. 

Whether,  therefore,  our  religion  be  in  word  merely,  or  in 
power,  must  be  determined  by  bringing  botli  the  inward  and 
the  outward  man  to  the  standard  given  us  in  the  word  of 
God;  and  as  the  person  who  resorts  most  frequently  to  this 
investigation  will  be  better  acquainted  with  himself,  and 
with  the  duties  which  God  requires  of  him  as  a  redeemed 
sinner,  than  the  person  who  either  altogether  neglects  or 
carelessly  [)erforms  it,  so  will  the  effect  surely  be  in  propor- 
tion. God  hath  set  forth  this  principle  in  his  holy  word,  as 
the  rule  by  which  he  dispenses  the  blessing  of  his  grace  in 
the  present  life,  and  his  rewards  in  the  life  that  is  to  come. 
"Ask  and  ye  shall  receive;  seek  and  ye  shall  find;  knock  and 
it  shall  be  opened  unto  you."  .  "To  liim  that  hath  shall  be 
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given."  "He  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness, 
but  shall  have  the  light  of  life."  "Be  thou  faithful  unto 
death  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life."  On  the  con- 
stancy and  seriousness,  then,  with  which  our  religious  course 
is  pursued,  will  depend  our  advancement  in  the  divine  life, 
our  comfort  in  our  own  feelings,  and  our  place  in  eternity: — 
consequences,  my  brethren,  which  cannot  be  lightly  esti- 
mated, and  which  ouglit  to  ensure  that  deep  and  earnest 
entry  into  the  temper  of  our  own  hearts,  that  honest  scrutiny 
into  the  practice  of  our  lives,  which  shall  recover  us  to  a 
more  unreserved  surrender  of  ourselves  to  God,  a  more 
marked  separation  from  the  vanities  and  follies  of  the  world, 
a  more  constant  pursuit  of  our  private  and  public  opportuni- 
ties, of  drawing  near  to  him  in  meditation  and  prayer,  and, 
as  the  blessed  effect,  a  more  lively  enjoyment  of  the  cheering 
hope  which  his  promises  convey  to  the  heart  that  trusts  in 
them. 

Professors  of  religion  are  much  in  the  habit  of  looking  to 
their  comfort;  and  certainly,  the  religion  which  affords  no 
actual  consolation  to  its  professors,  cannot  be  worthy  of  much 
sacrifice.  Professing  Christians,  also,  are  much  in  the  habit 
of  cooiplaining  of  desertion  and  discomfort  under  the  hidings 
of  God's  face  from  them;  and  certainly,  the  religion  which 
presents  its  enjoyments  equally  to  the  diligent  and  the  sloth- 
ful, to  the  steadfast  and  to  the  unstable  professor  of  its  hope, 
would  be  still  less  worthy  of  its  author  and  of  our  exertions. 
But  let  us  not  deceive  ourselves,  ray  brethren,  either  by  ex- 
pecting too  much,  or  by  refusing  what  we  may  conceive  to 
be  too  little;  neither  let  us  attempt  to  force  comfort  from  the 
Spirit  of  God,  and  thereby  be  deceived  into  assuming  what 
we  are  not  entitled  to,  or  what  he  sees  fit  to  withhold.  The 
only  true  and  safe  ground  on  which  to  expect  the  comforts 
of  revealed  religion,  is  the  performance  of  commanded  duty. 
Let  us  do  this  with  fervor  and  constancy,  and,  as  God  is  true, 
the  effect  will  follow;  let  us  be  more  intent  upon  our  work 
than  upon  our  daily  wages,  and  if  our  comforts  are  withheld 
let  us  not  charge  God  foolishly,  let  us  rather  fear  that  the 
work  has  not  been  well  done,  that  it  may  stir  us  up  to  greater 
diligence;  above  all,  let  us  never  despair,  "but  let  patience 
have  her  perfect  work,  for  in  due  time  we  shall  reap  if  we 
faint  not." 
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Thus  profitably  may  the  meditations  to  be  drawn  from  my 
text  bo  applied  by  Christians.  It  is  indeed  but  an  outline 
which  I  have  given,  but  one  which,  I  trust,  my  brethren, 
you  will  endeavor  to  fill  up  with  the  sincerity  of  purpose 
which  its  importance  calls  ior. 

I  will,  therefore, 

Conclude  with  a  few  words,  by  way  of  practical  improve- 
ment, both  to  Christians  and  others. 

"Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myself 
before  the  high  God?" 

Apt  and  proper  as  this  sentiment  is  to  precede  every  act 
of  religious  worship,  by  what  proportion  of  those  now  present 
was  it  entertained  previous  to  coming  up  to  the  house  of  God? 
My  hearers,  you  can  answer,  and  as  that  answer  shall  be,  let 
the  reproof  or  the  acquittal  follow;  but,  in  either  case,  let  it 
press  upon  your  hearts  the  propriety,  the  advantage,  yea,  the 
necessity,  that  the  rich  provision  God  hath  made  for  your 
salvation  should  be  the  subject  of  serious  thought  "and  ac- 
tive improvement.  My  dear  friends,  this  lies  at  the  very 
threshold  of  any  benefit  from  the  gospel.  God  is  revealed 
that  he  may  be  sought  unto  bj^  men;  and  how  he  is  to  be  ap- 
proached without  knowing  "wherewith  to  come  before  him," 
or  how  this  is  to  be  known  but  from  himself  through  his  word, 
passes  my  understanding.  You  may,  indeed,  say  that  you 
know  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  gospel.  True;  and  so 
much  the  sorer  your  condemnation,  if  you  shall  continue  to 
slight  its  gracious  invitation.  But  you  must  also  know,  that 
revealed  religion  is  not  a  system  of  abstract,  speculative  truth, 
but  of  practical  duty.  Its  rewards  are  not  proposed  to  know- 
ledge as  such,  but  to  knowledge  as  applied  and  improved  to 
its  proper  end.  Ponder,  therefore,  in  your  hearts,  the  parable 
of  the  talents,  and  consider  carefully  the  case  of  the  unprofit- 
able servant,  lest  it  shall  be  said  to  you  also,  and  when  you 
shall  have  nought  to  answer,  "out  of  thine  own  mouth  will  I 
judge  thee,  thou  wicked  servant." 

"Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myself 
before  the  high  God?" 

The  practical  improvement  of  these  words,  and  of  what  I 
have  found  to  say  upon  them,  is  founded  on  their  connexion 
with  what,  I  trust,  will  be  the  occupation  of  the  ensuing  week, 
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my  brethren.  The  solemn  events  in  our  Redeemer's  history 
which  it  is  specially  appropriated  to  celebrate,  ought  to  be 
marked  with  the  deepest  interest  by  his  disciples.  Jesub 
Christ,  and  him  crucified  for  us,  is  an  affecting  theme  to  the 
heart  of  the  believer,  and  it  embraces  a  wide  field  for  the 
range  of  devout  and  profitable  meditation.  But  in  nothing 
is  it  more  comprehensive  than  in  its  connexion  with  our  draw- 
ing near  to  God.  Without  his  interposition  we  can  neither 
begin,  nor  continue,  nor  end.  "Wherewith  shall  I  come  be- 
fore the  Lord?"  The  answer  is,  "No  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father  but  by  me."  "Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing." 
"Wherewith  shall  I  bow  myself  before  the  high  God?"  The 
answer  is,  "Through  him  we  have  access  by  one  Spirit  to  the 
Father,"  and  "the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  Son,  cleanseth 
us  from  all  sin."  "What  shall  we  do  that  we  might  work  the 
works  of  God?"  The  answer  is,  "This  is  the  work  of  God, 
that  ye  believe  in  him  whom  he  hath  sent."  "What  shall 
we  do  that  we  may  inherit  eternal  life?"  The  answer  is, 
"Whoso  eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketh  my  blood  hath  eternal 
life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day." 

Take  with  you,  then,  my  brethren,  into  the  retirement  of 
your  religious  meditations  and  exercises,  this  deep  and  im- 
pressive inquiry.  Dwell  upon  it  in  the  full  extent  of  its  con- 
nexion with  your  religious  comfort  and  religious  hope;  and 
may  God  own  his  word  and  increase  its  power  in  your  hearts, 
that  your  light  may  shine  before  men,  to  the  glory  of  his 
name  and  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom.    Amen. 


SERMOK   XIII. 

oheist's  call  to  kepentakce. 


LtTKB    T.    32. 

1  oame  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  einnera,  to  repentance. 

Tliat  our  duties  should,  at  the  same  time,  be  favors  and 
privileges,  is  the  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  gospel,  my 
brethren;  and  that  even  those  duties  which  carry  the  appear- 
ance of  harshness  and  severity  in  their  appointment  and  ex- 
ercise, should  be  of  this  description,  is  a  most  convincing 
proof,  when  duly  considered,  of  that  wisdom,  mercy,  and 
love,  which  contrived  and  fulfilled  the  wondrous  plan  where- 
by the  perfections  of  God  and  the  imperfections  of  fallen  man 
are  made  to  harmonize,  and  the  operations  of  divine  grace 
reconciled  with  the  free  agency  of  accountable  beings. 

In  no  part  of  our  religious  duty  is  this  more  evident,  than 
in  that  which  forms  the  subject  matter  of  my  text.  Until 
considered,  applied,  and  exercised,  it  presents  a  most  forbid- 
ding aspect;  we  associate  whatever  is  gloomy  and  severe  to 
our  imaginations  with  the  very  idea  of  repentance,  and  dread 
the  thought  of  even  attempting  to  enter  upon  it  as  a  duty. 
Jiut  this  mistaken  view  of  the  subject  does  not  arise  from  the 
duty  itself,  but  from  the  preference  of  that  of  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  repent;  it  is  the  love  of  sin,  in  some  of  its  al- 
most innumerable  deceits,  which  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  re- 
luctance, and  hence  it  is,  that  whatever  the  enemy  of  our 
souls  or  our  own  false  hearts  can  suggest  against  it,  is  greed- 
ily listened  to. 

Yet,  beyond  any  dispute,  it  is  a  privilege  conferred  upon 
the  sinner,  and  of  the  highest  kind;  to  be  peitiiitted  to  repent 
is  a  favor  which  he  could  not  even  ask;  far  less  to  have  his 
repentance  accepted  and  his  sin  forgiven,  to  have  his  heart 
disposed  by  the  SriRrr  of  God  to  listen  to  the  grounds,  the 
motives,  the  necessity  of  repentance,  and  his  natural  reluc- 
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tance  and  even  inability  to  enter  upon  it,  removed  and  sup- 
plied bj  divine  grace:  as  it  also  is  a  privilege  and  advantage 
of  no  common  character,  that  what  is  so  essential  to  all  reli- 
gious attainments  should  be  pressed  upon  the  attention  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  should  be  set  forth  as  the  Urst  step 
in  the  divine  life,  the  unalterable,  and,  at  the  same  time,  wise 
and  merciful  appointment  of  God  to  regain  his  favor.  I  trust, 
therefore,  it  will  be  helpful  to  all  present  to  consider,  more 
at  length,  the  particular  purpose  mentioned  by  our  Lokd  in 
my  text — "I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners,  to 
repentance." 

In  discoursing  on  these  words  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
to  illustrate  the  text,  I  shall  inquire. 

First,  whom  our  Lord  means  by  the  word  righteous. 
Secondly,  whom  by  the  word  sinners. 
Thirdly,  what  he  means  by  rej^entance. 
FoTJRTHLT,  what  by  calling  sinners  to  repentance.     And 
shall,  then. 

Conclude  with  an  application  of  the  whole. 
I.  First,  I  am  to  inquire  what  description  of  persons  our 
Lord  here  calls  the  righteous. 

As  it  is  the  clear  and  express  condition  of  the  gospel,  and 
the  very  foundation  on  which  its  grace  and  mercy  rest,  that, 
in  the  view  of  unspotted  purity  and  holiness,  none  such  are 
to  be  found  in  this  fallen  world,  our  Lord  cannot  be  supposed 
to  speak  of  persons  righteous  in  this  sense;  for  it  is  written, 
"There  is  not  a  just  man  upon  earth  that  doeth  good  and 
sinneth  not."  "There  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one."  But, 
though  not  in  the  strict  and  legal  sense,  yet  in  an  evangelical 
sense,  to  which,  in  multiplied  passages  of  Scripture,  the 
phrase  is  adapted,  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  there 
were  many  righteous  persons  upon  earth  at  that  time.  In 
every  age  of  the  world,  and  under  every  dispensation  of  re- 
ligion, God  hath  always  had  a  people  who  feared  and  honored 
Ids  holy  name,  and  served  him  in  faithfulness  and  truth  ac- 
cording to  the€ight  afforded  them.  Of  this  we  have  many 
exam])les,  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  such  as 
Enoch  and  Noah  before  the  flood.  Job,  Melchizedek,  Abra- 
liara,  and  Lot  after  it,  Moses,  Samuel,  and  the  prophets  under 
the  law,  together  with  those  in  our  Saviour's  day  who  ai-c 
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expressly  mentioned  as  jnst  and  righteous  pereons,  sucli  as 
Zacliarias  and  Elizabeth,  Simeon  and  Anna,  Joseph  and  Mary 
the  mother  of  our  Lokd,  with  Nathaniel,  and  many  otherti 
M'hose  names  are  not  mentioned;  all  of  whom,  as  they  feared 
God  and  wrought  righteousness,  he  was  pleased,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  new  covenant,  to  accept  of  as  righteous 
through  CflKiST,  though  not  strictly  so  in  themselves.  Such 
persons  as  these,  therefore,  having  by  repentance  and  faith 
fled  to  the  refuge  of  their  souls  in  God's  revealed  method  of 
mercy  for  them,  needed  not  to  be  called  to  it  again. 

Some  have  supposed  that  our  Loed  on  this  occasion  spake 
ironically,  in  derision  of  the  Pharisees,  who  counted  that  they 
were  righteous,  and  despised  others,  and  consequently  would 
not  listen  to  a  call  to  repentance.  But  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  grave  and  dignified  nature  of  our  Lord's  office,  with  the 
importance  of  every  word  he  spake,  forbids  a  resort  to  this 
construction.  Neither  is  it  necessary;  for  we  have  only  to 
advert  to  similar  expressions  to  understand  fully  his  meaning. 
Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  Syro-Phenician  woman,  our  Saviour 
says,  "I  am  not  sent  but  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Is- 
rael;" where  it  is  evidently  the  meaning  that  he  was  sent  to 
them  in  the  first  place;  that  his  personal  ministry  was  to  be 
confined  to  the  nation  of  the  Jews;  that  the  gospel  was  first 
to  be  preached  to  them,  while  nevertheless  his  name  was  to 
be  for  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  So  in  the  case  be- 
fore us,  when  reproached  by  the  conceited  and  self-righteous 
Pharisees  for  associating  with  publicans  and  sinners,  he  jus- 
tified himself  and  reproved  them  in  the  words  of  my  text, 
As  if  he  had  said,  Tlie  purpose  for  which  I  am  come  into  the 
world  is  to  reform  and  reclaim  such  as  these,  therefore  I  as- 
sociate with  them.  As  it  is  the  sick  only  who  have  need  of 
a  physician,  so  it  is  to  sinners  that  a  call  to  repentance  should 
be  most  earnestly  addressed.  The  righteous  stand  not  in 
such  pressing  or  immediate  need  of  my  help,  therefore  I  am 
not  come  so  expressly  to  call  them,  but  sinners,  to  repentance. 
Hence  we  are  taught  to  consider  repentance  in  two  senses — 
one,  in  which  the  first  awakenings  of  the  sinner  are  stirred 
up  to  a  sincere  and  godly  sorrow  for  sin,  and  to  conversion 
from  its  practice  to  a  new  life;  the  other,  in  which  the  be- 
liever is  continually  exercised  under  a  sense  of  his  many 
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failures  and  short  comings  in  his  best  duties,  and  of  the  mer- 
cy and  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  manifested  towards  him. 
These,  as  they  are  totally  different  in  nature  and  degree,  are 
to  he  carefully  distinguished  by  us,  that  this  primary  and 
continual  duty  may  be  pressed  according  to  its  true  and  ac- 
tual necessity  upon  each  description  of  our  hearers.  With- 
out this  discrimination,  confusion  of  mind  is  too  often  the 
consequence,  and,  ultimately,  rejection  of  saving  truth. 

II.  Secondly,  let  us  inquire  whom  doth  our  Saviour  here 
mean  by  the  term  sinners. 

It  must  be  evident,  I  tliink,  both  from  the  reason  of  the 
thing  and  the  opposition  of  the  two  words  in  the  text,  that 
our  Lord  here  means,  in  the  first  or  chief  place,  open,  out- 
breaking persons,  who  were  living  in  commission  of  known 
sin — adulterers,  fornicators,  drunkards,  profane  swearers, 
thieves,  liars,  extortioners,  and  such  like.  These,  as  standing 
in  the  most  open  and  imminent  danger  and  in  the  most  press- 
ing need,  engaged  his  most  earnest  sympathy  and  compas- 
sion for  their  miserable  condition.  Next,  the  more  orderly 
and  decent  part  of  the  community,  who  were  nevertheless 
equally  strangers  to  God  and  themselves,  and  equally  re- 
gardless of  the  duties  and  ordinances  of  religion,  living  with- 
out God  in  the  world;  and,  lastly,  the  religious  part  of  the 
community,  as  having  much  to  perfect  and  complete,  even  in 
an  evangelical  sense,  of  repentance  and  amendment  of  life. 

To  these  three  classes  the  term  sinners  will  apply  in  differ- 
ent senses,  as  will  also  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  repent- 
ance to  which  they  are  called. 

Of  the  first  class  there  can  be  no  dispute.  They  must  repent 
and  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance,  or  perish  for  ever. 

Of  the  second  there  is  more  dispute,  though  the  certainty 
is  equally  cleai.  The  dispute,  however,  is  with  themselves 
and  at  their  own  peril,  not  with  the  appointments  of  God. 
Like  the  Pharisees  of  old,  they  may  count  that  they  are 
righteous,  and  look  down  with  scorn  upon  the  poor  reprobate 
outcasts  of  society;  but  all  the  while  they  are  just  as  far  from 
God,  as  much  unknown  to  any  act  of  submission  to  his  re- 
vealed will,  as  distant  from  the  ordinances  and  public  duties 
of  religion,  as  the  veriest  profligate  can  be,  with  this  most 
offensive  addition  to  their  guilt,  that  they  justify  themselves, 
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and  make  void  and  of  none  efiect  the  wise  and  merciful  ap- 
pointments of  God  to  save  tliem. 

Of  the  third  chiss,  there  is  not  one  entitled  to  the  name  of 
religious  who  does  not  take  to  him  and  herself,  in  the  true 
and  genuine  sense,  the  appellation  of  sinner,  and  who  feels 
not  both  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  that  repentance  to 
which  they  are  called. 

To  all,  then,  the  appellation  of  sinners,  made  use  of  in  the 
text,  is  found  to  api)ly;  while  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  sense 
in  wliich  it  is  more  specially  to  be  understood,  and  in  that 
sense,  whoever  is  not  righteous  in  the  Scriptural  sense  of  the 
word,  is  a  sinner  who  is  called  to  repentance,  who  is  exhorted 
to  avail  himself  of  this  privilege,  and  thereby  secure  the  sal- 
vation of  his  soul.  For  there  are  but  two  classes  of  persons 
in  the  world,  the  righteous  and  the  wicked;  in  the  sight  of 
God  there  is  no  middle  or  neutral  ground  between  these  two. 
There  are,  indeed,  degrees  in  sin,  and  consequently  in  guilt; 
but  sin  in  any  degree,  unre})ented  of,  is  fatal,  for  the  Scrip- 
ture saith,  "whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law  and  yet  of- 
fend in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all."  Hence  the  danger  of 
allowing  ourselves  in  what  are  called  little  sins,  of  thinking 
lightly  of  and  neglecting  the  ordinances  of  religion,  of  com- 
forting ourselves  that  we  are  not  as  great  sinners  as  some 
others  are.  For,  take  notice,  my  hearers,  we  may  be  as  no- 
torious and  open  sinners  in  the  sight  of  God  as  the  most  vi- 
cious profligates  are  in  our  sight;  so  that  if  a  man  perform 
ever  so  many  duties,  if  there  be  any  which  he  doth  not  per- 
form, or  if  he  avoid  ever  so  many  sins,  and  yet  there  be  any 
he  doth  not  avoid,  he  is  still  a  sinner,  who,  without  repent- 
ance, must  perish  for  ever. 
I  come  now,  in  the 

III.  Third  place,  to  inquire  what  is  meant  by  repentance. 
The  original  and  direct  meaning  of  the  word  is,  an  after 
thought,  a  reaction  of  the  mind,  and  may  accordingly  apply 
to  any  change  of  mind  whatever,  but  in  the  case  before  ns 
is  to  be  considered  exclusively  as  respects  things  moral  and 
spiritual. 

In  this  connexion,  then,  it  will  mean  such  an  after  thought 
as  produces  a  change  of  miad  or  disj)osition  on  the  serious 
subjects  of  God  and  religion.    This  after  thought,  the  result 
[Vol.  2,-*ll.] 
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of  reflection  and  consideration  impressed  on  the  mind  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  produces  such  a  conviction  in  the  heart  of  the 
guilt  and  danger  of  sin,  as  committed  against  the  lioliness 
and  the  command  of  God,  as  to  fill  the  sinner  with  fear  and 
dismay  at  the  consequences,  and  with  desire  to  be  delivered 
from  its  power  and  from  its  condemnation.  Hence  arises 
that  godly  sorrow  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures,  which  work- 
eth  repentance  unto  life,  and  is  opposed  in  the  same  Scrip- 
tures to  the  sorrow  of  the  world — the  mere  regret  for  the 
consequences  of  sin,  wliether  present  or  future,  which  work- 
cth  death.  For  sincere  and  genuine  sorrow  for  sin  as  an  of- 
fence against  God  is  always  accompanied  with  a  change  of 
conduct,  or,  as  it  is  expressed  in  Scripture,  "brings  forth 
fruits  meet  for"  or  answerable  to  true  "repentance,"  where- 
as, mere  sorrow  for  the  consequences  of  sin,  as  it  has  in  it  no 
element  of  godliness — of  either  the  fear  or  the  love  of  God — 
produces  no  such  fruits;  the  love  of  sin  remains,  and  wants 
but  a  suitable  opportunity  to  be  again  indulged  in. 

Thus  we  see  that  true  repentance  does  not  consist  singly 
in  a  change  of  mind  or  alteration  of  conduct,  but  in  the  union 
of  both,  springing  from  a  religious  motive.  The  true  penitent 
does  not  only  hate  sin,  but  fears  it  and  flees  from  it.  He 
does  not  forsake  some,  say  the  grosser  and  more  open  sins  of 
liis  life,  but  all  and  every  sin.  He  does  not  content  himself 
with  the  outward  restraint  of  sin,  but  labors  and  strives  for 
the  destruction  of  its  power  in  his  heart.  He  does  not  only 
cease  to  do  evil,  but  he  learns  to  do  well — ^becomes  earnest, 
active,  and  diligent  in  the  use  and  application  of  those  means 
of  grace  which  are  appointed  in  the  word  of  God,  which  he 
once  neglected,  perhaps  despised.  "Behold  he  prayeth,"  is 
the  mark  by  which  the  angels  of  God  discern  the  penitent; 
and  the  penitent  who  prays  through  the  mediation  of  Jesus 
Christ,  learns,  sooner  or  later,  that  the  prayer  of  faith  is 
mighty  to  obtain  the  blessing  of  that  God  who  is  ever  ready- 
to  receive  humble  and  penitent  sinners  for  his  dear  Son's 
sake;  like  the  poor  prodigal  mentioned  in  the  gospel,  he  comes 
to  himself,  he  recovers  his  senses,  he  remembers  his  father's 
house — "I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and  will  say  unto 
him,  Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven  and  before  thee, 
and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son."    He  is  seen 
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entering  the  honse  of  God,  engaging  in  the  worship  of  God, 
walking  -v^'ith  the  people  of  God;  and  the  joy  felt  in  heaven 
over  the  sinner  that  repenteth,  spreads  its  gladsome  feeling 
over  the  Chnrch  on  earth;  every  child  of  God  rejoices  to  see 
another  wanderer  brought  back  to  the  fold  of  Christ — ano- 
ther immortal  soul  snatched  as  a  brand  from  the  burning. 

Such,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  is  the  true  Scripture  notion 
of  repentance.  Not  merely  a  change  of  conduct,  but  a  revo- 
lution of  sentiment,  a  renovation  of  heart  in  its  whole  pro- 
gress, wrought  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  where- 
by the  mind  or  disposition  is  wholly  taken  oiffrom  sin,  turned 
round  or  converted  to  God,  and  set  to  obey  his  command- 
ments. This  is  the  repentance  our  Lord  means  in  the  text — 
that  i-epentance  to  which  he  calls  sinners  by  the  gospel — that 
repentance  without  which  there  is  no  hope  for  them,  without 
which  they  must  perish  for  ever. 

IV.  Fourthly,  I  am  to  inquire  what  we  are  to  understand 
by  his  calling  sinners  to  repentance. 

As  sin  originally  separated  us  from  God,  so,  while  persisted 
in,  it  precludes  us  from  all  possible  return  to  his  favor.  It 
must,  therefore,  be  repented  of  and  forsaken.  That  this 
might  be  rendered  both  practicable  and  acceptable,  the  ever 
blessed  Son  of  God  undertook  the  redemption  of  fallen  man, 
by  expiating  their  sins  in  his  own  person,  and  thereby  pro- 
curing for  them  easier  conditions  of  salvation  than  the  rigor 
of  the  law  demanded  or  the  holiness  and  justice  of  God  per- 
mitted, without  an  adequate  atonement. 

To  this  end,  he  took  our  nature  upon  him,  suffered  death 
upon  the  cross,  and  having  thereby  made  satisfaction  for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world,  he  became  the  mediator  of  a  new 
covenant,  in  which,  by  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  sinners  might  be  delivered  from  the 
curse  and  condemnation  of  the  law,  and  restored  to  the  hope 
and  the  attainment  of  eternal  life.  Tliis  is  the  foundation  of 
the  gospel,  and  the  subject  matter  of  those  glad  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  angels  proclaimed  at  his  birth,  and  which 
through  the  mercy  of  God  have  reached  even  unto  us.  By 
our  Lord's  calling  sinners  to  repentance,  then,  we  are  to  un- 
derstand his  making  known  to  them  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  purchased  by  his  blood,  whereof 
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reiJentauce  is  tlie  first;  togetlier  with  the  invitations,  exhorta- 
tions, promises,  and  threatenings  of  the  gospel,  whereby  he 
requires,  persuades,  and  commands  tliem,  in  consideration  of 
what  he  hath  done  and  snfiered  for  them,  to  forsake  their 
sins,  throw  down  the  weapons  of  their  rebellion,  and  follow 
him  in  the  bright  example  of  his  holiness,  humility,  faith, 
and  patience;  giving  them  full  assurance,  by  his  glorious  re- 
surrection from  the  dead,  that  he  had  full}^  accomplished  the 
mighty  work  of  redemption,  and  opened  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven to  all  believers — that  as  he  hath  redeemed  them  to  God 
by  his  blood,  so  hath  he  also  purchased  grace,  or  renewal  of 
spiritual  power,  lost  by  sin,  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  the  con- 
ditions required  of  them.  This  is  properly  his  calling  them 
to  repentance;  and  thus  in  every  gospel  land  are  sinners 
called,  by  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God,  to  "forsake  the  fool- 
ish, and  live,"  to  "turn  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  lay  hold  on  eternal  life." 

Thus  have  I  laid  before  you,  my  hearers,  the  outline  of  this 
leading  doctrine  of  the  gospel  of  Christ;  of  the  persons  to 
whom  it  applies,  and  of  the  authority  by  which  it  is  pressed 
upon  your  attention.  Take  heed,  then,  how  ye  hear,  for  he 
that  despiseth,  despiseth  not  man,  but  God.  As  an  ambas- 
sador of  Christ,  I  pray  you  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  recon- 
ciled to  God;  I  testify  to  all  present,  that  except  they  repent 
they  shall  perish. 

Lastly,  to  apply  what  has  been  said. 

It  is  not  my  province,  generally  speaking,  my  friends,  to 
pronounce  who  are  the  righteous,  aud  who  the  sinners;  but 
from  the  word  of  God,  to  lay  before  men  those  marks  by 
which  they  may  try  themselves  and  their  ways,  and  decide 
on  their  true  condition  in  the  sight  of  God. 

By  what  you  have  this  day  heard,  then,  and  by  what  your 
Bibles  shall  further  teach  you  on  this  and  every  other  sub- 
ject connected  with  your  eternal  salvation,  let  me  counsel 
you  to  examine  whether  you  have  repented  or  no.  Many 
are  the  calls  you  have  had,  not  only  outwardly  by  the  word, 
but  inwardly  by  the  strivings  of  God's  Holy  Spikit  within 
you.  "To-day,  then,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not 
your  hearts."  Every  neglected  call  weakens  your  power  and 
inclination  to  listen  to  the  next,  until  you  may  be  left  to  the 
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hardness  of  an  impenitent  and  blinded  heart.  Oh,  did  you 
but  know  your  danger,  could  you  but  apprehend  how  mucli 
may  depend  on  this  little  moment,  a  last  warning,  perhaps, 
before  eternity  lays  hold  of  some  poor  sinner  present,  you 
would  not  cast  it  from  you  with  the  neglect  so  many  exliibit. 
But  whether  you  will  hear  or  whether  you  will  forbear,  I 
must  deliver  my  own  soul.  Therefore  I  call  upon  them  in 
the  name  of  Christ,  to  repent  of  their  sins,  to  flee  to  the 
mercy  of  God  revealed  through  Jesus  Christ  for  pardon  and 
salvation,  believing  what  Christ  hath  spoken,  relying  on 
what  he  hath  promised,  and  observing  whatsoever  he  hath 
commanded.  Assuring  every  sinner  present,  that  he  is  able 
to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him,  and 
that  there  is  none  other  name  or  means  under  heaven,  given 
among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved,  only  the  name  and 
grace  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Xazareth.  O,  ask  yourselves  now, 
what  it  will  profit  you  in  the  day  of  wrath  and  revelation  of 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall 
be  revealed  from  heaven  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance 
on  them  that  know  not  God  and  obey  not  the  gospel — what 
will  it  profit  you,  to  have  enjoyed  all  the  pleasures  of  sin  in 
this  life,  at  the  price  of  eternal  miseiy  in  the  next.  Your 
most  merciful  Saviour  now  offers  himself  to  you,  in  the  words 
of  peace  and  love;  but  in  that  day  he  will  appear  as  your 
inexorable  Judge.  "Repent  ye,  therefore,  and  be  converted, 
that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  out."  "Behold,  now  is  the  ac- 
cepted time,  now  is  the  day  of  salvation." 

And  you,  my  brethren,  who  through  fiiith  in  the  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ  are  accounted  righteous  before  God,  think  not 
that  you  are  unconcerned  in  this  great  and  universal  duty. 
Sinless  perfection  is  not  the  attainment  of  this  life,  and  daily 
experience  must  teach  you  how  far  short  you  come  even  of 
that  which  you  know,  and  desire,  and  strive  to  attain  unto. 
And  herein  is  continual  occasion  for  watchfulness,  for  self- 
abasement,  for  penitential  sorrow,  that  we  receive  so  much 
and  return  so  little  to  the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect 
gift  to  his  creatures.  Let  this  sense,  then,  of  the  goodness  of 
God,  deepen  your  repentance,  strengthen  you  faith,  increase 
your  hope,  and  brighten  your  charity.  Use  seasons  of  re- 
tirement to  enter  deeper  into  your  own  hearts,  to  mortify 
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and  cast  out  the  remains  of  the  old  Adam,  that  the  whole 
body  of  sin  may  be  destroyed,  and  the  life  of  faith  perfected 
in  you.  "Keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God;  looking  unto 
Jesus  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith,  who  for  the  joy 
that  was  set  before  him,  endured  the  cross,  despising  the 
shame,  and  is  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  where  he 
ever  liveth,  to  make  intercession  for  us." 
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Luke  ix.  23. 

And  he  said  to  them  all,  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  daily,  and  follow  me. 

It  is  worthy  of  particular  notice,  my  brethren,  and  deserves 
to  be  carefully  considered  by  every  Cliristian,  that  the  re- 
ligion of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  made  its  way  in 
the  world,  and  prevailed  over  the  various  forms  of  Heathen 
superstition,  and  the  corrupt  prejudices  of  human  nature, 
not  only  without  any  politic  accommodation  of  its  holy  prin- 
ciples to  the  established  notions,  habits  of  thinking,  customs 
and  manners  of  the  times,  but  with  the  most  uncompromising 
rejection  and  condemnation,  as  sinful,  of  all  that  is  most  dear 
and  pleasant  to  the  natural  man,  most  cherished  and  follow- 
ed by  the  spirit  of  the  world.  That  under  such  circumstances 
it  should  have  succeeded,  forms  a  very  conclusive  argument 
in  favor  of  the  divine  original  of  Christianity  and  of  its 
author.  But  when  to  this  circumstance  we  add  the  confir- 
mation derived  from  the  unparalleled  fact,  that  this  religion 
made  its  way  to  the  hearts  of  men,  and  accomplished  its  tri- 
umphs over  the  darkness  and  lewdness  of  the  times,  under 
the  clear  and  explicit  disclosure,  that  poverty,  reproach,  and 
contempt,  that  suffering  in  all  its  shapes,  even  to  bonds,  im- 
prisonment, and  death,  was  the  portion  which  those  who  first 
embraced  it  were  to  expect  in  the  present  life,  the  conviction 
is  irresistible,  that  divine  power  alone  could  have  brought 
this  to  pass. 

As  from  these  facts  we  derive  an  unanswerable  argument 
for  the  divine  origin  and  obligation  of  the  religion  we  profess, 
so  may  we  also  derive  from  it,  my  brethren,  a  sure  and  im- 
partial standard  whereby  to  determine  our  personal  religion. 
For  it  is  the  same  world,  out  of  which  the  first  Christians 
were  called,  that  the  gospel  invites  us  to  come  out  from. 
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The  same  corrupt  nature,  the  same  vicious  propensities,  the 
same  preference  of  sensual  delights,  and  the  same  determi- 
nation of  the  affections  towards  earthly  things,  so  visible  in 
them,  is  equally  present  in  us.  The  gross  darkness  of  Heathen 
ignorance,  and  the  disgusting  impurity  of  Heathen  manners, 
differ  only  in  degree  from  the  instructed  and  practical  infi- 
delity, and  tlie  more  refined  dissoluteness  of  modern  vice,  in 
Christian  lands.  In  kind  they  are  the  same,  and  in  the  sight 
of  God,  perhaps,  more  hateful  in  us  than  in  them;  the  same 
means,  also,  provided  for  their  instruction,  renewal,  and 
sanctification,  are  afturded  to  us,  and  the  same  fruit  unto 
holiness  is  unalterably  required.  As  we  are  conformed  to  or 
separated  from  the  vicious  customs  of  the  world  in  our  day; 
as  our  affections  are  set  upon  things  above,  or  tied  down  to 
the  farms  and  the  merchandise,  the  professions  and  the  plea- 
sures of  the  world;  as  we  make  open  acknowledgment  of  the 
Christian  faith,  and  live  answerable  to  tlie  requirements  of 
the  gospel;  so  is  our  spiritual  condition,  my  hearers.  The 
command,  "love  not  the  world,  neitlier  the  things  that  are  in 
the  world,"  is  still  in  force  to  us  as  to  the  first  Christians; 
and  it  is  equally  important  to  all  present  that  the  inquiry 
sliould  be  made,  whether  they  are  in  such  wise  friends  of  the 
world,  as  to  be  the  enemies  of  God;  or  have  so  learnt  to  use 
it  as  those  who  know  that  this  world  passeth  away,  and  that 
in  heaven  only  they  have  a  better  country — a  more  enduring 
sul)stance. 

The  inquiry,  whether  we  are  truly  religious  or  not,  is  only 
another  form  of  speech  for  the  inquiry  whether  we  are  in  the 
favor  of  God  or  exposed  to  his  wratii.  An  inquiry,  my  dear 
friends,  which  never  can  be  indifferent  to  an  immortal  being, 
under  the  uncertainties  of  the  present  life — an  inquiry  to 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  call  your  attention,  and  for  the  deter- 
mination of  which,  satisfactorily,  you  are  furnislied  in  the 
meditations  suggested  by  my  text.  Have  you  come  to  Christ? 
Have  you  denied  yourself  and  taken  up  the  cross?  Are  you 
followers  of  Jksus,  or  followers  of  the  world?  These  are  ques- 
tions wliicli  naturally  grow  out  of  this  very  solemn  declara- 
ratitiii  of  our  Lord;  and  tliat  you  may  be  enabled  to  answer 
them  understandingly  and  j)i-oritably,  I  M'ill  endeavor  to  ex- 
plain and  enforce  the  particular  points  of  Cin-istian  duty  con- 
tained in  the  text,  in  the  order  in  which  they  there  staud. 
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"And  he  said  to  them  all,  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  daily,  and  follow  me." 
I.  First,  what  are  we  to  understand  by  the  words,  "if  any 
man  will  come  after  me." 

That  these  words  refer  to  the  obligation  all  are  under  to 
embrace  the  gospel  to  whom  it  is  proposed,  is  too  evident  to 
require  any  i)roof.     As  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the 
world   to  save  sinners,  to  instruct  them  in  the  will  of  God, 
and  show  them  the  way  of  life  and   happiness  eternal,  those 
who  believed  his  divine  authority  and  received  his  doctrine, 
were  denominated  his  disciples  or  followers:  to  these  he  im- 
parted his  instructions  in  a  more  clear  and  familiar  manner 
than  to  the  multitudes  who  flocked  to  hear  his  preaching  and 
see  the  miracU'S  which  he  wrought,  and  to  these  he  address- 
ed those  precious  promises  which  are  in  a  peculiar  sense  the 
property  of  those  who  are  the  children  of  God  by   faith  in 
Christ  Jesus.     "Unto  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  mystery  of 
the  kingdom  of  God,  but  unto  them  tiuit  are  without  all  these 
things   are  dune   in  ])arables."     "AVhoso  heareth  my  words 
and  l)elieveth   on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  eternal  life,  and  I 
will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day."  "Whosoever  shall  confess 
me  before  men,   him  will   I  also  confess  before  my  Father 
which   is  in  heaven."     "If  a  man  love  me  he  will  keep  my 
words,  and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto 
him   and  make  our  abode  with  him."     Kow,  while  it  is  un- 
deniable that  these  are  inducements  sufficient  to  engage  the 
attention  of  every  rational  being,  it  is  no  less  clear  that,  to 
obtain  these  advantages,  we  must  comply  with  the  conditions. 
on  which   they  are  offered,  we  must  become  the  disciples  or 
followers  of  Christ,  we  must  learn  of  him,  we  must  study  his 
doctrine,  obey  his  precepts,  and  follow  his  example. 

The  immediate  reflection,  therefore,  presented  to  all  present 
by  this  clause  of  my  text,  is  this;  Am  I  a  disciple  of  Jesus 
Christ?  am  I  a  professor  of  his  name  and  religion  before  the 
world?  am  I  in  communion  with  his  Church  upon  earth?  am  I 
striving  to  attain  liis  promises?  And  according  as  this  can 
honestly  be  answered,  is  there  ground  of  comfort  or  alarm  to 
every  one  of  you.  Now,  as  you  can  all  make  answer  with 
certainty  upon  this  point,  so  can  you  understand,  even  by 
human  analogies,  that  where  a  previous  condition  is  required 
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it  must  be  performed  in  order  to  reap  the  benefit.  The  invi- 
tation of  the  gospel,  therefore,  must  be  complied  with  on 
your  part  before  there  can  be  any  hope  of  the  blessings  of 
the  gospel.  Come  unto  me,  says  Chkist  to  every  weary, 
heavy  laden  sinner,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.  But  if  they 
never  come,  how  shall  they  obtain  rest  to  their  souls?  And 
how  can  any  now  come  to  Christ  but  through  the  ordinances 
of  his  Church?  You  may  say,  indeed,  that  you  have  already 
come  to  Christ  by  baptism;  and  so  far  your  advantage  is 
great;  but  do  you  not  know  that  therein  you  incurred  obli- 
gations which,  if  not  fulfilled,  will  more  deeply  condemn 
you?  Have  you,  then,  fulfilled  your  baptismal  engagements? 
If  not,  where  is  the  profit  of  it  unless  you  repent  and  do  your 
first  works,  and  by  a  true  and  lively  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  obtain  the  pardon  of  3'our  sins,  and  be  reinstated  in 
that  from  which  you  are  fallen  away?  Surely  no  reasonable 
person  can  suppose  that  the  ordinances  of  religion  operate 
after  the  manner  of  charms;  and  yet  the  great  majority  in 
Christian  lands  act  as  if  tiiis  was  the  case,  and  never  seem  to 
apprehend,  that  to  be  entitled  to  the  hope  of  the  gospel  we 
must  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  gospel — must  first  come  to 
Christ  by  an  open  profession  of  his  name  and  religion  before 
the  world,  and  thenceforward  continue  in  his  word,  that  is, 
in  obedience  to  his  commandments — as  the  sole  ground  on 
which  spiritual  attainment  and  eternal  life  is  promised.  No- 
thing is  more  clearly  declared  in  the  gospel  than  this,  that 
until  we  are  in  Christ  by  some  personal  act  which  the  gospel 
prescribes  and  recognizes,  we  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the 
promises  of  the  gospel.  Our  entrance  into  the  covenant  of 
mei'cy  and  grace  by  baptism  in  our  infancy  is  valid  and  efi'ectual 
until  forfeited,  by  personal  sin,  and  when  thus  forfeited — as, 
alas!  it  most  commonly  is  by  those  who  arrive  at  years  of 
discretion,  or  rather,  as  they  should  be  called,  of  indiscretion 
— there  is  no  other  resource,  no  other  refuge,  than  open  re- 
pentance and  acknowledgment  of  sin,  declared  reliance  on 
the  blood  of  Christ  as  the  only  atonement,  renewed  obedience 
to  the  law  of  life  in  the  gospel,  with  humble  dependence  on 
the  mercy  of  God  for  pardon  and  acceptance,  through  the 
merits  and  intercession  of  Jesus  Christ.  These  God  hath 
promised  to  accept  from  the  sinner,  truly  penitent,  unto  jus- 
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tification  of  Jife,  and  having  accommodated  his  grace  and 
mercy  so  fully  to  our  feeble  condition,  the  conclusion  is  in- 
evitable that  less  than  this  he  will  accept  from  no  man  who 
hears  the  gospel.  And  I  pray  and  entreat  all  those  who  are 
sitting  loose  to  this  the  first  and  indispensable  duty  of  re- 
deemed sinners,  to  reflect  upon  their  condition,  to  burst  the 
bonds  of  unbelief,  to  listen  to  the  reason  of  their  own  minds 
and  the  voice  of  their  own  consciences,  confirmed  by  the 
word  of  God,  and  pass  the  Rubicon,  the  narrow,  and,  I  may 
say,  the  only  obstacle  which  keeps  them  from  the  succor  and 
help  of  that  divine  grace  by  which  only  the  world  can  be 
overcome  and  salvation  accomplished.  "If  any  man  will 
come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross 
daily,  and  follow  me."  But,  my  dear  hearers,  we  must  first 
come  to  Christ  before  we  can  even  think  of  such  religious 
duties  as  are  here  required  of  Christians,  and  still  more  be- 
fore we  can  be  enabled  to  perform  them.  The  morality  of 
the  world  may  go  a  certain  length  in  imitating  the  fruits  of 
true  religion,  and  thereby  add  much  to  the  comfort  and  ac- 
commodation of  the  present  life.  Nor  is  it  a  light  argument 
for  the  divine  original  of  Christianity,  that  the  mere  copy  of 
its  virtues,  by  those  who  yet  disown  its  power,  should  shed 
so  benign  an  influence  over  the  condition  of  gospel  lands. 
But  it  can  go  no  farther  than  the  boundary  of  time.  The 
shadow  of  religion  passeth  away — the  substance  only  can 
endure  the  shock  of  dissolving  nature  and  a  burning  world, 
and  enter  in  within  that  vail  where  God  sits  enthroned  in  all 
his  glory,  and  where  mansions  of  everlasting  blessedness  are 
prepared  for  those  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  inherit 
the  promises  of  the  gospel. 

II.  Secondly,  "if  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
deny  himself." 

The  religious  doctrine  and  Christian  duty  of  self  denial  is 
grounded  altogether  on  the  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  fallen, 
depraved,  condition  of  human  nature.  Were  our  reason  un- 
clouded by  depraved  affections,  our  choice  unbiassed  by  a 
perverted  will;  were  our  faculties  entire  for  the  discernment 
of  good  and  evil,  and  our  strength  unimpaired  to  resist  temp- 
tation; tliere  could  be  no  occasion  for  inculcating  tliis  duty. 
But,  situated  as  we  are,  my  brethren,  with  the  love  of  sin 


164  HOW   TO   COME   TO   CHRIST. 

predominant  in  our  nature,  it  is  not  only  profitable  but  es- 
sential, it  is  not  only  reasonable  but  indispensaljle,  if  we  would 
enjoy  the  comforts  of  religion  in  time,  and  secure  its  reward 
in  eternity,  that  we  learn  to  deny  ourselves.  Yet  who  does 
not  feel  that  this  is  the  "hard  saying"  which  we  are  not  able 
"to  hear,"  the  great  stumbling  block  to  the  reception  of  the 
gospel.  Intuitively,  almost,  we  anticipate  its  application  to 
the  things  that  are  most  pleasant  to  the  natural  man,  and 
dread  to  encounter  the  privations  which  imagination  is  on 
the  alert  to  magnify  beyond  their  due  proportion.  To  correct 
this  propensity,  then,  and  to  place  this  indispensable  duty  on 
its  Scriptural  foundation,  let  us  inquire  what  we  are  to  under- 
stand by  the  self-denial  here  enjoined;  and  that  this  may  be 
the  more  distinct  and  clear  to  your  apprehensions,  I  will  con- 
sider it  both  negatively  and  af&rmatively;  and, 

First,  religious  self-denial  does  not  consist  in  words  or  ac- 
knowledgments. The  clearest  views  of  Scripture  doctrine, 
the  most  unqualified ^  confession  of  our  depraved  and  de- 
pendent conditon,  the  most  forcible  admission  of  the  awful 
state  of  ruin  into  which  sin  hath  sunk  our  nature,  cannot 
meet  the  just  requirements  of  this  duty;  and  for  this  ])lain 
reason,  because  the  duty  is  practical,  whereas  such  acknow- 
ledgments are  as  much  in  the  reach  of  the  most  selfish  sen- 
sualist as  of  the  most  watchful  Christian.  And  I  mention 
this  because  it  is  now  much  the  fasliion  among  persons  of 
religious  profession  to  abound  more  in  expressions  of  self- 
abasement  than  in  acts  of  self-denial;  and  because  it  is  quite 
common  for  persons  who  make  no  profession  and  have  no 
concern  with  religion,  to  comfort  themselves  with  the  ac- 
knowledgment that  they  are  poor,  weak,  sinful  creatures, 
without  a  single  effort  to  burst  the  chains  of  sin  and  stmiggle 
into  the  liberty,  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  them  free. 

Self-denial  does  not  consist  in  a  sour,  morose  temper,  re- 
fusing either  ourselves  or  others  the  lawful,  thankful  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  blessings  conferred  on  us  by  the  good  provi- 
dence of  Almighty  God.  On  the  contrary,  as  God  loveth 
the  cheerful  giver,  so  doth  he  love  a  thankful  receiver  of  his 
various  blessings.  To  use  so  as  not  to  abuse,  to  enjo}'  so  as 
not  to  forget  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift  to  his 
creatures,  is  the  condition  on  which  they  are  bestowed,  and 
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within  which  he  giveth  us  all  tilings  richly  to  enjoy.  A 
different  view  of  the  subject,  equally  opposite  to  Scripture 
and  reason,  has  given  rise  to  all  tlie  superstition  and  de- 
bauchery of  monastic  institutions,  under  the  absurd  notion 
tiiat  the  salvation  of  our  souls  could  best  be  secured  by  flying 
from  the  duties  of  that  station  in  life  which  the  providence 
of  God  had  assigned  us. 

Nor  yet  does  self-denial  consist  in  such  a  neglect  of  the 
duties  belonging  to  our  worldly  condition,  as  to  defeat  the 
industry  and  application  due  to  its  lawful  improvement.  A 
state  of  trial  must  ever  be  a  state  of  activity  and  exertion; 
variety  of  condition,  also,  is  a  necessary  part  of  its  composi- 
tion, and  this  variety,  in  all  its  grades,  is  among  the  talents 
committed  to  our  trust.  Tliese  are  all  capable  of  improve- 
ment to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
and,  as  there  can  be  no  improvement  without  increase,  with- 
out an  addition  to  the  original  stock,  care  and  diligence,  econ- 
omy and  industry,  in  our  worldly  callings,  are  religious  du- 
ties, without  which  we  cannot  fulfil  the  obligations  we  owe 
to  God  and  to  our  neighbor. 

Hence,  it  is  just  as  incumbent  on  the  rich  to  exert  a  provi- 
dent care  and  industry,  and  to  avoid  all  extravagance  and 
waste  of  their  worldly  goods,  as  it  is  upon  the  poor  to  use  the 
same  means  to  better  their  worldly  condition,  for  both  are 
bound  by  the  law  of  Christian  love  to  be  ready  and  willing 
to  distribute  proportionally  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of 
all  around  them. 

Secondly,  self-denial  does  consist  in  relinquishing  every 
thing  that  is  contrary  to  the  divine  command,  or  injurious  to 
our  own  spiritual  welfare.  This  is  the  true  meaning  of  the 
term,  the  practical  operation  of  the  dutj^,  and  within  this 
boundary  it  must  be  exercised  by  all  who  would  be  considered 
followers  of  Christ.  Hence,  whatever  is  directly  sinful,  or 
indirectly  leading  to  sin,  however  pleasant,  however  appa- 
rently advantageous  it  may  seem,  is  the  subject  of  this  duty. 
The  pleasures  and  the  practices  of  the  world,  as  they  are  for- 
mally renounced  by  every  Christian  at  his  baptism,  are  to  be 
as  constantly  watched  against  in  the  exercise  of  self-denial. 
The  inordinate  affections  of  the  mind,  the  unlawful  gratifica- 
tion of  the  flesh,  and  the  rebellious  inclinations  of  our  corrupt 
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wills,  must  all  be  restrained  under  the  salutary  control  of 
self-denial.  These  wild  beasts  of  our  fallen  nature,  if  I  may 
so  speak,  must  be  kept  in  their  cage,  and  the  door  carefully 
watched,  for  if  they  once  make  their  escape  it  is  a  hard  and 
a  painful  task  to  bring  them  once  more  into  subjection. 

Another  branch  of  this  practical  duty  finds  its  profitable 
exercise  in  the  regulation  and  control  of  our  understanding. 
As  knowledge  of  divine  things  is  derived  from  divine  com- 
munication, it  is  a  primary  duty  to  submit  our  rational  facul- 
ties to  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  "receive  with  meekness  the 
engrafted  word  which  is  able  to  save  our  souls."  Yet  there 
is  a  pride,  a  loftiness,  in  the  wisdom  of  the  world,  which 
would  measure  the  divine  mind  by  its  own  puny  standard, 
and  look  down  with  contempt  on  the  simplicity  of  the  gosj)el; 
which  dares  to  intrude  into  things  not  seen,  and  speculate  on 
the  mysteries  of  God  as  on  some  branch  of  natural  knowledge. 
Against  this  most  unreasonable  and  ruinous  perversion  of  our 
liighest  faculty,  self-denial  must  stand  ever  on  its  guard,  and 
this  the  more  resolutely,  as  it  is  unanswerably  true,  that  in 
things  spiritual,  there  is  to  us  no  other  source  of  knowledge 
than  tlie  divine  word,  as  contained  in  the  Scriptures  of  our 
faith.  These  are  to  us  "the  law  and  the  testimony,"  and 
without  their  supreme  M'arrant,  there  is  neither  sense  or  safety 
in  any  system  of  faith  and  practice. 

Connected  with  this,  and  very  intimately,  as  experience 
demonstrates,  is  another  danger,  against  which  self-denial 
lias  to  exert  all  its  powers  of  opposition  and  mortification, 
and  that  is  self-righteousness;  in  other  words,  the  relying  on 
the  merit  of  our  own  works  of  righteousness,  for  acceptance 
with  God.  And  I  connect  it  with  the  pride  of  science,  falsely 
so  called,  because  it  is  the  main  danger  of  the  better  informed 
and  more  moral  part  of  the  community,  who  have  never  felt 
the  plague  of  their  own  hearts,  in  thorough  conviction  of  the 
absolute  sinfulness  of  their  nature,  and  separation  from  God; 
who  speculate  on  the  mystery  of  godliness,  as  a  provision  for 
cases  more  extreme  than  theirs,  and  receive  not  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Lord  their  righteousness.  And  if  there 
is  a  condition  under  the  light  of  the  gospel,  from  which  hope 
of  mercy  is  precluded,  it  must  be  found  in  that  pride  of  un- 
derstanding which  would  be  wise,  not  only  above,  but  con- 
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trary  to,  what  is  written;  which  would  defnuid  the  Saviour 
of  the  efficacy  of  his  death,  and  make  that  eternal  life  which 
lie  has  purchased  for  sinners,  the  reward  of  debt,  and  not  of 
grace. 

Yet,  my  brethren,  it  is  a  teni})tation,  however  blasphemous, 
which  we  are  all  prone  to  entertain  in  some  of  its  multitari- 
ous  deceits,  and  from  which  nothing  can  shield  us  but  that 
true  self-knowledge  which  we  obtain  from  the  word  of  God, 
kept  in  constant  operation  by  the  exercise  of  self-denial.  It 
is  a  scion  from  the  root  of  unbelief,  which  must  be  torn  from 
our  hearts  if  we  would  be  in  such  wise  followers  of  Christ, 
as  to  obtain  a  share  of  that  glory  wherewith  his  unparalleled 
self-denial  has  been  rewarded  for  himself,  and  for  his  faithful 
followers. 

III.  Thirdly,  "If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  daily." 

Under  an  established  state  of  Christianity,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  persecution  on  account  of  religion,  it  is  not  very 
easy  to  draw  the  line  between  the  duty  of  self-denial  and  that 
of  taking  up  the  cross.  To  come  after  Christ,  and  to  live  in 
the  exercise  of  self-denial,  as  just  explained,  amounts  so  nearly 
to  any  idea  we  can  entertain  of  the  particular  duty  of  taking 
up  our  cross,  that  these  words  may  be  considered  as  express- 
ing the  full  extent  of  the  two  previous  duties  combined; 
thereby  denoting  as  marked  a  separation  from  the  world, 
with  as  entire  a  dedication  of  ourselves  to  the  service  of  God, 
as  Christ  himself  presented,  and  as  is  compatible  with  our 
actual  condition  when  compared  with  his. 

Yet  as  there  certainly  is  a  sense  in  which  the  duty  of  taking 
up  (>ur  cross,  here  enjoined,  may  be  profitably  understood 
and  applied  by  all  Christians,  as  distinct  from  the  duty  of 
self-denial,  I  shall  endeavor  to  explain  it  in  that  sense  in 
which  it  is  applicable  to  existing  circumstances  in  our  re- 
ligious condition. 

First,  it  includes  an  open  and  public  profession  of  the  re- 
ligion of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  the  confession  of  him  as  the 
Christ  of  God,  the  promised  Saviour  of  sinners;  the  thank- 
ful acceptance  of  the  atonement  of  his  death  as  the  only  sac- 
rifice for  sin,  with  obedience  to  the  commands  he  hath  left 
us  in  the  gospel. 
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This  may  be  considered  as  the  lowest  sense,  indeed,  in 
wljicli  the  taking  up  the  cross  is  to  be  understood.  Yet  it  is 
certainly  a  part  of  the  duty,  and  one  which  I  heartily  wish 
was  more  consiciered  and  acted  upon  than  it  is;  for  it  is  es- 
sential to  any  benefit  by  and  through  the  Lord  Jesl's  Christ. 
"He  that  is  nut  for  me  is  against  me,"  says  our  Lord,  and  he 
threatens  to  deny  all  such,  in  the  last  day,  as  shall  be  either 
afraid  or  ashamed  to  confess  him  before  men. 

The  words  of  my  text  also  point  to  this  meaning  of  the 
conimand  to  take  up  our  cross.  Many  went  after  Christ  to 
liear  his  doctrine,  and  see  the  miracles  he  wrought  to  confirm 
it  as  divine,  who  yet  from  various  causes  did  not  openl}'-  be- 
come his  disciples;  and  we  may  reasonably  suppose,  that  it 
was  by  way  of  rebuke  and  warning  to  such  persons,  that  he 
expressed  himself  as  in  the  words  of  my  text.  In  like  man- 
ner, in  the  present  day,  multitudes  come  after  Christ,  in  so 
far  as  attendance  upon  the  public  ordinances  of  religion  may 
be  thus  called,  who  yet  go  no  farther;  who  take  not  up  the 
cross  in  this  sense  of  the  words;  who  from  some  cause,  alien 
to  a  just  sense  either  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  Christ, 
or  of  the  loss  and  danger  incurred  by  thus  tampering  and 
trifling  with  this  indispensable  duty,  hang  upon  the  skirts  of 
religion,  as  it  were,  without  once  realizing  that  awful  day, 
when  Christ  shall  justly  say  to  them,  I  never  knew  you— ye 
were  ashamed  of  me  before  men — I  cannot  confess  you  be- 
fore my  Father  and  the  holy  angels. 

Secondly,  to  take  up  our  cross  daily,  includes  a  ready  and 
willing  submission  to  those  particular  trials  wherewith  the 
providence  of  Almighty  God  sees  fit  to  exercise  our  faith  and 
prove  our  obedience.  As  self-denial  consists  chiefly  in  fore- 
going some  jDresent  gratification,  because  inconsistent  with 
the  care  of  our  souls,  and  contrary  to  the  honor  of  God,  the 
taking  up  the  cross  in  this  sense  of  the  words,  will  consist  in 
suftering  patiently  whatever  of  privation  or  of  direct  inflic- 
tion the  divine  wisdom  sees  necessary  to  purify  and  perfect 
our  fallen  nature,  to  wean  us  from  the  world  and  prepare  us 
for  glory.  This  is  the  method  by  which  the  dross  of  earthly 
desires  can  best  be  purged  off,  and  therefore  are  they  sent. 
Our  Saviour  himself,  as  man,  was  made  perfect  through  suf- 
ferings, and  we  must  be  made  like  unto  him  in  this  as  in  all 
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other  respects,  if  we  would  be  partakers  with  him  in  that 
glory  to  which  his  obedience  hath  exalted  him. 

Thirdly,  to  take  up  our  cross  includes,  in  the  highest  sense 
of  the  words,  the  being  ready  to  encounter  all  worldly  loss, 
to  endure  all  worldly  suffering,  to  submit  to  persecution,  and 
even  to  the  loss  of  life  itself,  rather  than  deny  Christ  or  sur- 
render our  religion.  Of  this  triumph  of  faith,  of  this  fixed 
and  unshake.n  trust  in  God  our  Saviour,  thousands  have  set 
the  example,  not  counting  their  lives  dear  unto  themselves, 
80  they  might  win  Christ  and  be  found  in  him.  And  though 
we  are  not  called,  my  brethren,  to  such  trials,  yet  are  we 
called  to  possess  the  same  believing,  confiding  spirit,  the 
mind  that  was  in  Christ  and  in  these  his  faithful  disciples. 
The  same  grace,  also,  through  which  they  were  borne  on- 
ward to  the  i^rize  of  their  high  calling,  is  yet  in  operation, 
and  sufficient  for  every  duty  required  at  our  hands;  and  sure 
we  may  be,  that  if  our  trials  are  lighter  our  obligations  are 
higher,  if  less  is  required  at  our  hands,  the  more  thankful, 
the  more  faithful,  and  the  more  earnest  we  should  be,  in 
what  is  enjoined  us;  and  that  if  we  take  not  up  the  cross  ap- 
pointed for  our  day,  Christ's  light  and  easy  yoke,  we  must 
bear  for  ever  the  bitter  cross  of  the  curse  of  God,  the  insup- 
portable load  of  everlasting  torment. 

Lastly — 

"If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and 
take  up  his  cross  daily,  and  follow  me." 

To  follow  Christ  means,  in  this  connexion,  to  continue 
steadfast  in  the  profession  and  practice  of  his  religon,  neither 
terrified  by  persecution  nor  seduced  by  temptation. 

Perseverence  in  holiness  is  the  condition  of  salvation,  my 
brethren.  "He  that  endureth  to  the  end  the  same  shall  be 
saved,"  says  our  Lord,  but  if  he  "draw  back,  my  soul  shall 
have  no  pleasure  in  him,"  says  God.  The  reward  of  eternal 
life,  as  it  exceeds  all  computation,  as  it  is  a  free  gift  to  un- 
deserving creatures  through  the  merits  of  Christ,  is  not  to 
be  lightly  esteemed  or  trifled  with,  nor  are  the  means  of 
attaining  it,  set  forth  in  the  word  of  God,  to  be  taken  up  or 
put  down  upon  any  calculations  of  present  interest  or  con- 
venience. "No  man  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough  and 
looking  back  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God."  If  the  business 
[Vol.  2,— *12.] 
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or  the  pleasures  of  the  world,  or  the  indolence  or  inadvert- 
ence of  our  corrupt  hearts,  are  permitted  to  withstand  or  to 
neutralize  the  solemn  assurances  of  death,  judgment,  and 
eternity,  awaiting  accountable  beings,  favored  with  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  gospel  and  furnished  with  the  means  of  grace, 
"it  were  better"  for  us,  my  hearers,  "never  to  have  known 
the  way  of  righteousness"  than  "to  depart  from  the  holy 
commandment  delivered"  to  us;  it  were  good  for  us  that  we 
had  never  been  born,  if  we  fall  away  from  the  offered  mercy 
of  God,  and  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  break 
the  solemn  obligations  undertaken  at  our  baptism.    "Be  thou 
faithful  unto  death  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life,"  says  the 
faithful  and  true  witness.    "He  that  overcometh  shall  inherit 
all  things.     But  the  fearful  and  unbelieving,  and  the  abomi- 
nable, and  murderers,  and  whoremongers,  and  sorcerers,  and 
idolaters,  and  all  liars,  shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone,  which  is  the  second  death." 
What  then  is  our  part,  my  dear  friends,  under  the  unde- 
niable responsibilities  of  our  condition?   Where  is  room  even 
for  hesitation  under  the  vast  alternative  of  life  or  death  eter- 
nal?    Let  truth  then  prevail;  let  the  reasonableness  of  our 
duty  recommend  it  to  our  most  serious  attention;  let  the 
awful  uncertainty  of  the  present  life  throw  its  weight  into  the 
scale  of  our  salvation,  and  bring  us  forthwith  to  Christ,  pre- 
pared to  deny  ourselves,  to  take  up  our  cross,  and  to  follow 
Jesus  in  the  way  which  he  hath  trodden  before  us,  through 
all  the  changes  and  chances  of  this  mortal  life.     Let  us  do 
this,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  under  the  happy  assurance 
that  he,  whose  strength  is  made  perfect  in  our  weakness,  will 
be  with  us  in  all  our  trials,  and  make  good  his  encouraging 
declaration,  that  "his  yoke  is  easy  and  his  burden  light." 
"Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and 
I  will  give  you  rest."     "Learn  of  me — and  ye  shall  find  rest 
unto  your  souls."     O  that  the  answer  may  be  from  all: — 
"Lord  to  whom  else  shall  we  go,  for  thou  hast  the  words  of 
eternal  life." 


SERMON   XY. 
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John  v.  40. 
And  ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life. 

Nothing  is  so  fatal  to  our  souls,  my  brethren  and  hearers, 
as  indifierence  and  carelessness  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
Nothing  forms  so  complete  a  bar  to  the  grace  of  the  gospel, 
as  that  obstinate  unwillingness  to  be  saved  which  is  evidenced 
by  those  who  resist  the  warning  and  instruction  of  God's 
word,  the  reason  of  their  own  minds,  and  the  verdict  of  their 
own  consciences,  to  say  nothing  of  those  strivings  of  the  Holy 
Spikit  which  ever  and  anon  apply  the  truth  to  tlieir  hearts 
with  sucli  power  as  almost  to  persuade  them  to  yield.  "But 
they  will  not  come  to  Chkist  that  they  might  have  life." 
Some  deceit  of  sin — some  flattering  bait  of  the  God  of  this 
M'orld — some  engagement  with  the  things  of  time  and  sense, 
on  which  they  are  more  bent  than  on  the  care  of  their  im- 
mortal souls,  stifles  the  conviction  of  guilt  and  danger,  and 
delivers  them  over  once  more  to  the  strong  delusion  which 
ends  in  their  being  hardened  in  sin.  I  speak  not  now  of 
those  bold  contenders  against  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace 
who  make  a  mock  at  sin,  scoff  at  revelation,  and,  sufiicient 
for  their  own  expectation  here  and  hereafter,  deny  the  Lokd 
that  bought  them,  and  trample  on  his  blood — such  cannot  be 
expected  to  come  to  him  for  life; — but  of  that  greater  number 
on  whom  the  word  of  life  is  bestowed  in  vain,  for  they  search 
not  the  Scriptures — on  wliom  warning  is  thrown  away,  for 
they  heed  it  not — in  whose  hearts  conviction  is  deadened  by 
the  care  of  other  things,  and  by  whom  time  is  not  measured 
by  its  advancement  towards  eternity,  but  as  it  promotes  or 
retards  the  gains,  the  enjoyments,  the  disappointments,  or 
the  sufferings  of  the  life  that  now  is.  Oh!  what  multitudes 
are  in  this  dangerous  condition  in  this  Christian  land,  and 
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who  are  thus,  partly  from  mistaken  views  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  gospel,  but  chiefly  from  thoughtlessness  and  carelessness 
on  the  subject  of  religion,  adding  force  to  the  natural  enmity 
of  the  carnal  mind,  and  increasing  the  power  of  those  temp- 
tations which  lead  them  farther  and  farther  from  God.  And 
shall  no  effort  be  made  to  show  them  their  danger,  and  point 
them  to  a  better  course?  Yes,  by  God's  good  blessing,  this 
day  shall  be  a  witness  for  me  in  this  behalf,  and,  I  trust,  for 
some  of  them,  by  showing  them. 

First,  what  are  the  chief  hindrances  which  prevent  people 
from  coming  to  Christ  that  they  might  have  life. 

Secondly,  in  what  manner  they  must  come  to  obtain  this 
blessing. 

And  then  by  making,  in  conclusion,  a  short  application  of 
the  subject. 

"And  ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life." 

I.  First,  I  am  to  point  out  the  chief  hindrances  which  pre- 
vent people  from  coming  to  Christ  that  they  might  have  life. 

The  first  and  main  obstacle  is  want  of  serious  considera- 
tion. Few  or  none  can  plead  ignorance  of  the  great  outlines 
of  Christianity.  But  in  religion,  as  in  all  other  sciences, 
knowledge,  when  unapplied,  differs  in  nothing  from  igno- 
rance. ISTow  to  consider  and  apply  knowledge,  is  a  habit  or 
qualification  of  mind  to  be  acquired  by  practice  and  discip- 
line, and  it  is  the  great  art  which  makes  education  of  every 
kind  useful  and  profitable. 

In  religion  especially,  which  to  fallen  creatures  is  in  every 
sense  a  forced  state,  this  habit  of  considering  and  applying 
the  truths  revealed  to  us  lies  at  the  very  entrance  of  any  ad- 
vancement or  progress  whatever.  Without  this,  whatever 
knowledge  we  attain  to  of  God  and  ourselves,  of  the  means 
provided  for  our  benefit  and  the  use  we  are  required  to  make 
of  them,  is  nothing  but  a  mere  speculation  of  the  understand- 
ing, as  destitute  of  any  moral  power  over  the  will  and  affec- 
tions as  the  remembrance  of  any  abstruse  mathematical  de- 
monstration. And  yet  we  might  well  imagine,  that  were 
there  any  one  thing,  the  intrinsic  importance  of  which  would 
bear  down  all  opposition  and  engage  exclusively  the  atten- 
tion and  endeavors  of  intelligent  and  accountable  beings,  it 
must  be  religion;  for  what  is  religion  but  the  science  of  being 
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happy  here  and  happy  forever,  and  this  upon  as  sure  a  foun- 
dation as  the  being  and  truth  of  Almighty  God. 

The  nature  of  God  and  his  just  claims  upon  us  as  our  Cre- 
ator being  once  admitted,  the  way  is  open  to  all  the  wonders 
of  his  wisdom  and  love  in  the  redemption  of  the  world,  through 
careful  consideration.  The  plan  of  this  mighty  work  is  found 
to  be  so  exactly  suited  to  our  condition,  so  adequate  to  the 
relief  of  our  most  pressing  wants,  so  calculated  to  give  cer- 
tainty and  assurance  to  what  we  must  otherwise  for  ever  have 
remained  ignorant  of,  that  the  conclusion  from  this  branch 
of  the  evidence  is  almost  compulsory.  But  to  produce  any 
effect,  it  must  be  considered,  must  be  dweJt  upon,  must  be 
applied  and  carried  out  to  the  thoughts,  and  the  words,  and 
the  actions  of  the  man,  must  in  this  way  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  real  complexion  of  his  character  and  conduct  as  in 
the  si«fht  of  God,  as  transacted  before  one  who  cannot  be  de- 
ceived,  and  whose  judgment  must  ever  be  according  to  truth. 
It  is  by  this  process  that  we  come  to  understand  our  true 
condition,  to  perceive  something  of  the  purity  of  God  and  of 
the  malignity  of  sin  as  opposed  to  the  holiness  of  his  nature, 
that  we  are  drawn  to  count  up  the  endless  years  of  eternity, 
and  the  tremendous  sanctions  with  which  it  is  made  to  bear 
upon  the  short  and  uncertain  state  of  being  which  is  hourly 
drawing  us  nearer  and  nearer  to  all  that  it  has  to  enjoy  or  to 
suffer;  and  are  led  to  entertain  the  solemn  meditation — 
"What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved?" 

It  is  by  consideration  only  that  we  arrive  at  that  conclusive 
proof  in  favor  of  revelation,  which  grows  out  of  the  exact 
agreement  of  the  representation  therein  given  of  man  fallen, 
with  what  experience  and  observation  have  taught  us  of  our- 
selves and  others.  It  is  by  this  we  perceive  that  the  plan  of 
redemption,  though  embracing  the  world  in  its  ample  enclo- 
sure, is  yet  special  to  every  individual  sinner.  So  much  so, 
that  were  there  not  another  but  himself  in  the  boundary  of 
the  universe,  the  v/hole  of  this  glorious  provision  of  the  love 
of  God,  in  the  wonderful  comprehension  of  its  breadth,  and 
length,  and  height,  and  depth,  would  have  been  needed  to 
bring  that  single  sinner  back  to  holiness  and  God. 

Thus  far  can  consideration  of  what  is  revealed  to  us,  aided 
by  that  divine  grace  of  which  all  baptized  persons  are  par- 
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takers,  bring  those  who  give  themselves  seriously  to  it;  and 
to  this  very  end  is  the  whole  counsel  of  God  addressed  to  us 
as  reasonable  beings,  and  made  to  bear  upon  hopes  and  fears 
which  we  can  estimate  and  apply. 

But  there  is  one  step  further  to  which  consideration  of  di- 
vine truth  can  lead  us,  and  that  is  to  prayer;  for  prayer  is  the 
fruit  of  a  sense  of  want  and  danger,  and  is  the  evidence  which 
heaven  requires  of  our  sincerity.  On  this  is  suspended  all 
its  mighty  benefits  to  us  in  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  "Ask 
and  ye  shall  receive,  seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it 
shall  be  opened  unto  you."  "For  if  ye  being  evil  know  how 
to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much  more  shall 
your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask 
him." 

'Now  the  Holy  Spirit  is  that  mighty  agent  in  the  great 
work  of  our  salvation,  witliout  whom  we  can  do  nothing.  It 
is  by  him  that  thought,  and  reflection,  and  consideration  of 
divine  things,  is  prompted  and  guided.  It  is  by  him  that 
the  truth  is  witnessed,  and  faith  strengthened  to  receive  and 
apply  it.  It  is  by  him  that  sin  is  shown  in  its  true  colors, 
and  its  most  just  sentence  brought  home  to  the  personal  con- 
viction of  the  sinner.  It  is  by  him  that  the  heart  is  softened 
to  penitence,  and  the  prayer  of  faith  put  forth  "with  groan- 
ings  that  cannot  be  uttered."  It  is  by  him  that  God  is  re- 
vealed as  accessible  to  the  penitent  through  Jesus  Christ, 
and  hope  inspired  through  his  prevailing  intercession.  It  is 
by  him  that  the  things  wliich  are  Christ's — the  atonement 
of  his  death,  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  and  the  grace  of 
his  mediatorial  kingdom — are  taken  and  showed  unto  us.  It 
is  by  him  that  these  unsjjeakable  gifts  of  the  mercy  of  God 
and  the  love  of  Christ,  are  applied  to  the  peace  and  comfort 
of  the  soul,  through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  and 
thus  is  the  message  of  the  gospel  of  God  concerning  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  made  life  and  power  to  all  who  give 
it  the  attention  it  deserves;  while  to  the  tliouglitless  and  un- 
concerned, to  the  dissolute  and  worldly  minded,  who  never 
carry  forward  their  thoughts  to  the  awful  realities  of  death 
and  judgment,  who  are  so  occupied  with  time  that  they  for- 
get eternity,  who  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  warnings  of  God's 
word,  and  stifle  the  misgivings  and  convictions  of  their  own 
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consciences,  the  voice  of  God  within  them, — these  things, 
though  known  and  understood  in  some  degree,  are  yet  mere 
specuhitions  of  something  distant  and  fortuitous,  not  near  and 
dear  reahties  on  which  peace  and  comfort  in  time,  and  hap 
piness  in  eternity,  unchangeably  depend.     And  thus  do  w^e 
see,  my  bretliren  and  hearers,  how  want  of  consideration  bars 
us  out  From  the  very  entrance  of  religion;  how  it  sto})s  up  all 
the  avenues  by  whicli  saving  truth  might  reach  the  heart, 
and  spreads  the  darkening  vail  of  unbelief  over  our  own 
wants  and  heaven's  mercies.     Especially  do  we  see  how  it 
blinds  the  mind  to  the  efficacy,  sufficiency,  and  necessity  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  hope  of  a  sinner  or  the  acceptance  of  a 
saint — and  why  it  is,  that  under  the  clear  light  of  the  gospel 
the  compassionate  reproach  of  our  blessed  Lord  to  his  then 
liearers,  contained  in  my  text,  "Ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that 
ye  might  have  life,"  can  yet  be  addressed  to  such  multitudes 
in  every  Christian  land — why  in  this  little  congregation  there 
are  so  many  who  care  for  none  of  these  things.     Alas!  "Is- 
rael doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  consider,"  and  there- 
fore it  is  that  they  will  none  of  me.     But  whom  else  will  yon 
liave?  within  the  bound  of  thought  is  there  any  thing  that 
■can  till  the  desires  of  an  immortal  spirit  but  God  only?    And 
will  you  carelessly  remain  ignorant  of  him  and  of  all  his 
plans  of  mercy  and  love  for  your  good?  or,  knowing  them  by 
the  hearing  of  the  ear,  will  you  cast  them  under  your  feet, 
and  madly  rush  upon  destruction?   Yet  this  is  what  too  surely 
awaits  you  if  you  give  no  care  to  the  thought  of  your  souls. 
You  may  say,  in  the  levity  of  your  minds  and  the  blindness 
of  your  heart,  We  feel  no  want,  we  experience  no  uneasiness 
or  injury  to  the  pursuits  we  are  engaged  in,  from  the  absence 
of  religion — we  perceive  no  need  of  Jesus  Christ  to  our  hap- 
piness, nor  is  there  any  "form  or  comeliness"  in  him  "that 
we  should  desire  him."     Alas!  I  know  it  is  even  so,  for  I 
liave  been  as  you  are,  and  may  God  awaken  you.     But,  ne- 
vertheless, your  want  remaineth — in  alienation  from  God, 
opposition  to  his  holy  nature,  and  unfitness  fur  his  holy  pre- 
sence— while  death  is  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  every  day 
to  transmit  you  to  his  righteous  judgment.     O,  ask  your- 
selves, are  you  prepared  for  it;  have  you  an  answer  ready 
for  the  searclier  of  hearts,  as  you  have  for  your  own  con- 
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sciences;  have  you  one  that  he  will  be  quieted  with,  that  you 
know  he  will  accept?  Alas!  were  the  real  truth  known,  there 
are  moments  when  you  dare  not  trust  to  it  yourselves,  when 
you  feel  that  all  is  not  right,  when  something  whispers  in 
your  heart — ^There  is  another  life,  there  is  a  God,  there  is  a 
judgment  day,  there  is  a  heaven,  there  is  a  hell!  O  let  it 
now  take  possession  of  your  most  serious  thought,  and  carry 
you  out  to  that  full  and  faithful  examination  of  the  claims  of 
religion,  of  your  own  want  and  sinfulness,  of  the  means  and 
mercy  provided  for  you  in  the  gospel,  which  you  have  hith- 
erto neglected.  And  let  me  tell  you  for  your  encourage- 
ment, that  among  those  means  you  will  find  a  Saviour,  just 
such  as  your  soul  would  desire,  who  has  redeemed  you  to 
God  by  his  own  blood,  who  has  called  you  to  the  hope  of  the 
gosj^el,  who  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  you,  who 
invites  you  to  come  to  him  for  pardon,  peace,  and  eternal 
life,  and  who,  this  day,  meets  all  your  obstinate  disregard 
and  contempt  of  his  merciful  long  suffering,  not  with  wrath 
and  vengeance,  but  with  the  mild  and  gracious  reproof,  "ye 
will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life." 

But  let  me  also  warn  you,  my  friends,  it  will  not  be  always 
thus.  There  is  a  limit  to  the  long  suffering  even  of  God; 
there  is  to  every  individual  under  the  gospel  a  day  of  grace, 
within  which  the  door  of  mercy  stands  open  for  his  return, 
but  beyond  which,  it  is  for  ever  barred  against  him.  Re- 
member the  foolish  virgins,  who  slumbered  and  slept  Until 
their  oil  was  all  consumed;  they  went  and  bought  more,  lit  up 
their  lamps  and  came  and  knocked,  but  found  no  admittance. 

I  thought  when  I  began,  my  brethren,  to  have  gone  on 
with  an  enumeration  of  those  particular  hindrances  which 
prevent  men  from  coming  to  Christ,  such  as  unbelief,  self- 
righteousness,  love  of  the  world,  false  notions  of  the  mercy 
of  God,  procrastination,  and,  what  lies  at  the  root  of  all  the 
rest,  the  carnal  mind,  the  naturally  hostile  disposition  of  eve- 
ry fallen  creature  against  the  holiness  of  God. 

But  as  all  these,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  named, 
either  originate  in  want  of  consideration,  or  are  increased  in 
their  power  over  us,  by  carelessly  shutting  our  eyes  against 
the  light,  it  would  be  needless  repetition  to  go  over  them 
separately.     It  being  evident  to  the  plainest  mind,  that  uil- 
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belief  can  never  stand  against  the  sincere  and  honest  exami- 
nation of  revelation  and  its  i)roofs,  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  nature  of  God,  and  the  condition  of  man;  that  self-righteous- 
ness can  have  no  place  in  that  man  who  has  studied  himself 
even  slightly;  that  there  can  be  no  gain  in  giving  our  im- 
mortal souls  in  exchange  for  that  which  we  cannot  keep  even 
if  we  had  it;  that  the  mercy  of  God  is  made  known  to  us  that 
he  may  be  feared  and  sought  unto,  not  that  he  may  be  trifled 
with  and  mocked;  and  that  to  beings  who  know  not  what  a 
day  may  bring  forth,  to  put  in  the  distance  the  awful  con- 
cerns of  death,  judgment,  and  eternity,  is  the  foolishness  of 
folly  and  madness. 

With  respect  to  the  carnal  mind,  the  original  corruption 
of  our  nature,  I  would  say  a  few  words.  While  it  is  admit- 
ted that  no  extent  or  seriougness  of  consideration  is  compe- 
tent to  remove  this  taint  and  infection  of  sin,  that  being  the 
prerogative  of  the  Holt  Spirit  only;  certain  it  is,  that  if  we 
never  consider,  that  is,  reflect  seriously,  on  our  state,  our 
chains  will  be  riveted  the  faster,  and  our  hereditary  enmity 
to  God  increased. 

Whereas  by  meeting  what  is  presented  to  us,  on  the  high 
authority  of  a  message  from  God,  with  the  care  and  attention 
it  deserves,  we  obtain  not  only  the  knowledge  and  contirma- 
tion  of  a  most  dangerous  and  fatal  disease,  but  are  furnished 
with  a  sovereign  remedy  against  it,  are  directed  to  the  great 
physician  of  souls,  encouraged  to  take  the  medicine  he  pre- 
scribes, and  watched  over  and  nursed  under  its  operation  by 
his  Holt  Spirit,  to  the  entire  renovation  of  our  nature,  the 
fruit  being  unto  holiness  and  the  end  everlasting  life. 

IL  Secondly,  I  am  to  show  you  in  what  manner  we  must 
come  to  him  to  obtain  this  blessing. 

To  understand  this  aright,  we  must  consider  who  Jesus 
CuKisT  was,  what  he  did,  and  what  he  did  it  for,  together 
with  what  he  is  now.  Our  only  authority,  therefore — ^the 
Bible — informs  us  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  one 
with  the  Father  from  all  eternity;  that  he  came  to  this  world, 
took  u})on  him  our  mortal  nature,  and  appeared  in  the  lowly 
condition  of  a  servant.  In  this  state  he  spent  a  life  of  toil, 
privation,  and  suftering,  was  "a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquaint- 
ed with  grief;"  that  after  preaching  the  gospel  and  instruct- 
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ing  mankind,  both  by  precept  and  example,  in  that  pure  re- 
ligion he  came  to  establish  in  the  world,  he  suffered  himself 
to  be  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  submitted 
to  a  most  cruel  and  ignominious  death  upon  the  cross.  But 
why  did  he  submit  to  all  this?  The  same  authority  informs 
us,  that  it  was  all  for  man,  and  for  man's  salvation;  to  redeem 
us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  broken  by  sin,  he  was  content 
to  be  made  a  curse  for  us;  to  reconcile  God  to  his  creatures, 
lie  bore  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree;  by  shedding 
his  own  most  precious  blood  he  atoned  for  the  guilt  of  sin, 
and  he  submitted  to  death  to  purchase  eternal  life  for  all  who 
believe  and  obey  him.  Having  thus  fulfilled  the  will  of  the 
Father,  and  finished  the  work  he  had  given  him  to  do,  he 
rose  from  the  dead,  ascended  up  on  high,  led  captivity  cap- 
tive, and  received  gifts  for  man,  pardon  of  sin,  restoration  to 
God's  favor,  and  the  Holy  Spikit  to  renew  them  to  repent- 
ance, to  give  them  the  victory  over  sin  and  death,  and  pre- 
pare them  for  heavenly  glory  and  eternal  life;  and  he  is  now 
exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  in  the  heavens,  all 
things  in  heaven  and  in  earth  being  put  in  subjection  under 
him,  where  he  ever  liveth  to  watch  over  his  Church  and  peo- 
ple, to  extend  the  gospel  in  the  world,  to  accomplish  the 
number  of  his  elect,  to  guide  them  through  the  trials  of  time, 
and,  w]ien  all  shall  be  concluded,  to  raise  up  their  mortal 
bodies  by  his  Spikit  dwelling  in  them  to  meet  the  judgment 
of  the  great  day,  and  to  be  rewarded  or  punished  everlast- 
ingly, according  to  the  conditions  of  the  gospel  now  preached 
unto  them.  And  tlius  are  we  led  to  see  with  what  disposi- 
tions of  mind,  in  what  way  and  manner,  we  are  to  come  to 
this  ever  blessed,  all  powerful,  and  most  merciful  Redeemer, 
that  we  may  have  life. 

The  first  thing,  therefore,  we  should  be  sensible  of,  and 
that  most  deeply,  is,  that  sin  is  that  dreadful  and  destructive 
evil  the  Bible  describes  it  to  be — eternally  opposed  to  all 
God's  perfections,  eternally  hated  of  him,  and  justly  deserv- 
ing his  everlasting  wrath.  Which  is  demonstrated  to  us  by 
his  exacting  from  his  only  begotten  Son  the  penalty  due  to 
it  by  the  justice  of  his  holy  law,  to  prepare  the  way  for  its 
pardon.  , 

Next,  a  humbling  sense  of  our  own  many  and  grievous 
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offences  against  God,  botli  in  thought,  word  and  deed — with  a 
true  and  genuine  surrow  for  our  ingratitude  and  baseness 
against  our  Creator  and  Benefactor.  There  is  indeed  a  sor- 
row of  the  world  which  worketh  death,  by  being  mistaken 
for  that  godly  sorrow  which  worketh  repentance  unto  life. 
And  herein  lies  the  distinction:  What  is  denominated  the 
sorrow  of  the  world,  springs  from  the  present  consequences 
of  the  ])articular  sin  or  sins  upon  ourselves,  and  would  never 
have  been  felt,  had  no  disappointment  or  suffering  followed. 
But  godly  sorrow,  true  contrition  for  sin,  has  respect  to  the 
offence  as  against  God.  "Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  I 
sinned,"  says  David,  making  his  confession  to  God,  even  in 
as  heinous  crimes  as  adultery  and  murder,  committed  against 
his  neighbor.  And  herein  is  the  worth  and  efficacy  of  the 
one  over  the  other  manifested,  inasmuch  as  godly  sorrow  for 
sin  always  includes  the  ill  done  to  our  neighbor — for  without 
reparation  and  restitution  where  either  is  possible,  there  is 
no  true  repentance.  AVhereas  the  sorrow  of  the  world  has  no 
respect  whatever  to  the  offence  as  against  God,  but  is  en- 
tirely personal  and  selfish. 

A  third  disposition  of  mind  is  a  true  hatred  of  sin,  and  an 
instant  forsaking  of  it  in  all  its  practices,  with  a  hungering 
and  thirsting  after  righteousness.  "Cease  to  do  evil,  learn 
to  do  well."  "Make  me  a  clean  heart,  O  Lord,  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  within  me." 

Lastly,  a  complete  sense  of  our  own  helplessness  and  in- 
sufficiency, with  a  humble,  yet  confident  reliance  on  the 
promised  mercy  of  God,  and  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  "Ye  are  saved  by  grace,  through  faith."  "Our  suf- 
ficiency is  of  God."  "Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing."  "My 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee." 

With  such  views  and  such  dispositions  of  mind,  let  us  come 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  the  two  blussings  we  all  stand 
in  need  of — mercy  to  cover  our  sins,  negligences  and  igno- 
rances; and  grace  to  renew  our  hearts  daily  before  him  in 
righteousness.  Let  us  con)e  to  him  "drawing  near  with  true 
hearts,  in  full  assurance  of  faith,"  encouraged  by  his  most 
gracious  invitation.  "Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  are  weary 
and  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest."  These  words  are 
the  full  warrant  for  every  sinner  to  break  the  chains  of  his 
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bondage  to  death,  and  come  to  the  Lokd  Jesus,  that  he  may 
have  life.  And  0,  that  while  "the  Spirit  and  the  bride  also 
say  come,  he  that  heareth"  may  say — I  come!  "and  he  that 
is  athirst"  may  "come,  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely." 

I  come  now  to  make  a  short  application  of  the  subject,  and 
of  what  has  been  said  upon  it. 

First,  to  those  who  come  not: 

I  wonder  if  any  who  are  present  in  this  dangerous  con- 
dition, could  give  an  answer  to — Why  do  you  not  come?  Can 
you  plead  ignorance  of  the  message  and  its  infinite  impor- 
tance to  your  souls?  Surely  none  present  can  say  so.  "Will 
you  say  that  the  invitation  has  never  been  made  to  you?  God 
is  my  witness,  that  I  have  not  failed  for  the  space  of  seven 
years  to  press  it  u])on  you  in  every  shape  I  could  devise. 
Must  it  not  1)6,  tlien,  for  the  reason  given  by  our  Lord,  in  my 
text;  Ye  will  not  coine?  Ye  do  resist  the  Holt  Ghost  then, 
and  what  must  the  end  be  uf  them  who  put  offered  salvation 
from  them?  But  you  will  say,  we  have  never  thought  of 
these  things,  we  have  not  considered  them.  This  I  believe, 
and  therefore  have  I  pressed  this  duty  U2)on  you  to-day.  I 
trust  there  is  no  settled  hostility  to  religion  in  any  of  you;  but 
in  the  mean  time,  life  is  wasting  apace,  and  carelessness  is 
just  as  dangerous  as  unbelief — for  as  faith  cometh  by  hearing, 
80  does  application  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  all  the  blessed  effects 
of  religion,  flow  from  considering  carefully  what  we  hear. 
Of  this,  what  is  set  forth  for  our  learning  in  the  Scriptures  is 
one  continued  proof.  You  say  you  have  not  considered  these 
things.  And  was  it  not  just  so  before  the  flood,  under  the 
preaching  of  Noah?  But  did  they  continue  thoughtless  and 
unconcerned,  think  ye,  when  they  saw  the  waters  begin  to 
rise  and  pursue  them  from  hill  to  mountain?  Or  did  they 
curse  the  carelessness  and  security  which  thus  betrayed  them 
to  destruction?  And  how  will  it  be  with  you,  continuing 
thus,  when  death  knocks  at  the  door  of  your  chamber,  when 
your  reviving  bodies  hear  the  sound  of  the  last  trumpet,  when 
you  see  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  the 
frame  of  nature  dissolving,  the  judgment  set,  the  books 
opened,  the  universe  assembled,  and  the  sentence  of  eternal 
death  about  to  be  passed  on  "all  who  know  not  God  and  obey 
not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ?" 
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Did  not  Sodoui  also  and  the  cities  of  the  plain  exhibit  an 
instance  of  the  same  careless  indifference  and  want  of  thought? 
While  Lot  warned  and  exhorted,  they  danced,  they  sung, 
they  feasted  and  made  merry;  they  bought,  they  sold,  and 
laid  themselves  out  for  the  world,  till  the  day  that  God  rained 
fire  and  brimstone  upon  them  from  heaven,  and  took  them 
off  in  the  pride  of  their  hearts  and  ripeness  of  their  sins,  to 
the  fire  that  never  shall  be  quenched.  And  does  not  our  Lord 
say  that  it  shall  be  more  tolerable  in  the  day  of  judgment  for 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  than  for  careless,  delaying  gospel 
sinners? 

But,  perhaps,  as  it  is  becoming  fashionable,  you  will  say 
you  do  not  believe  these  things.  And,  what  then;  "shall  your 
unbelief  make  the  truth  of  God  of  none  effect?"  When  the 
minister  of  God  earnestly  warns  you  of  these  things  do  you 
say  we  do  not  believe  him?  But  upon  what  grounds  do  you 
refuse  to  believe  him?  You  confess  that  you  have  not  con- 
sidered them,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be  competent  to  decide 
their  truth  or  falsehood.  O  deceive  not  your  own  souls,  but 
say  at  once,  we  will  not  believe  them,  for  that  is  the  real 
truth.  And  was  it  not  just  so  when  Noah  preached,  and  Lot 
warned,  and  the  Roman  armies  encompassed  Jerusalem?  But 
did  the  water,  or  the  fire,  or  the  sword,  therefore,  stay  their 
vengeance,  and  are  not  all  these  expressly  set  forth  to  us  as 
types  and  representations  of  that  great  and  dreadful  day 
when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven  in 
flaming  fire  to  punish  the  ungodly? 

When  eternity  is  thus  at  issue,  shall  any  who  have  souls 
to  be  saved  continue  careless?  shall  youth  think  it  too  soon, 
manhood  be  too  much  occupied  with  the  world,  or  old  age 
think  it  too  late,  to  come  to  Christ?  a  vain  thing  to  consider 
and  lay  to  heart  the  things  which  make  for  their  peace?  God 
forbid.  To  the  young  in  particular  I  would  now  speak,  and 
through  them  to  every  age. 

To  you,  then,  who  build  upon  your  youth  as  an  excuse  for 
the  neglect  of  religion,  I  would  put  but  one  question,  to  show 
you  the  danger  of  such  presumptuous  procrastination.  Have 
you  made  a  covenant  with  death,  or  received  from  the  Al- 
mighty an  assurance  of  long  life?  If  not,  whence  this  blind- 
ness to  the  common  experience  of  mankind?     Do  the  young, 
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and  the  healthy,  and  the  robust  never  die?  Or  is  not  deatb 
busier  with  our  early  years  than  with  all  the  rest?  O  forget 
not,  my  young  friends,  that  it  is  only  here  one  and  there 
another,  that  comes  to  old  age.  Remember  the  poor  man 
who  said  to  his  soul — "Soul,  thou  hast  much  goods  laid  up 
for  many  years;  take  thine  ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry." 
But  in  the  midst  of  his  security  God  said  unto  him,  "Thou 
fool,  this  night  thy  soul  shall  be  required  of  thee" — and  ap- 
ply it  as  a  solemn  warning  to  all  who  put  off  coming  to 
Christ  on  the  presumption  that  it  is  time  enough  yet,  or  from 
a  love  of  the  company,  the  amusements,  the  pleasures  or  the 
business  of  the  world.  You  may  fancy  you  are  happy,  my 
young  friends;  you  may  flatter  yourselves  with  many  years, 
and  in  present  enjoyment  drown  the  claims  of  your  God  and 
Saviour  upon  your  souls;  but  all  this  must  come  to  an  end. 
And  what  then?  In  all  this  time  what  preparation  is  made 
for  death,  for  judgment,  for  eternity — where  is  your  pardon, 
your  interest  in  Jesus  Christ;  and  without  these  how  will 
you  face  your  last  enemy?  Oh!  what  an  awful  thought  it  is 
to  have  to  meet  death  with  the  fixed  conviction  that  he  is  but 
the  forerunner  of  the  second  death,  which  knows  not  how  to 
die  or  to  escape  from  eternal  misery  and  despair — that  dread- 
ful death  from  which  Jesus  now  calls  you,  but  you  will  not 
come  to  him,  that  you  might  have  life,  even  life  eternal.  That 
miserable  death  which  you  now  choose  in  the  error  of  your 
life,  in  opposition  to  truth,  to  reason,  to  interest,  to  the  mercy 
of  God  and  the  love  of  Christ.  Oh!  terrible  voice  of  most 
just  judgment,  which  shall  then  be  j)ronounced  upon  you, 
when  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  died  to  save  you,  who  in  this  world 
so  mercifully  invites  you  to  come  to  him  but  ye  will  not,  shall 
say  unto  you — Ye  would  not  come  to  me,  ye  would  not  be 
made  holy  in  time,  ye  cannot  be  made  happy  in  eternity — ■ 
Depart,  therefore,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels. 

But,  thanks  be  to  God,  my  brethren,  there  is  a  relief  from 
this  dark  and  dreary  prospect,  in  the  blessedness  which  awaits 
those  who,  in  this  the  day  of  their  visitation,  come  to  Jesus 
Christ  for  life,  who  learn  of  him  and  find  rest  to  their  souls. 
From  that  happy  moment  they  are  his  peculiar  care.  The 
power  of  his  providence  and  the  blessings  of  his  grace  ai'e 
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all  engaged  in  their  behalf.  Wisely,  but  darkly  and  won- 
derfully sometimes,  he  orders  their  course  through  the  world, 
but  whether  in  prosperity  or  adversity  all  things  are  made  to 
work  together  for  their  good;  and  in  the  closing  scene  of  all 
our  hopes  and  fears,  he  will  be  found  as  faithful  in  his  pro- 
mises as  in  his  threatenings.  When  those  who  have  here  re- 
jected him  shall  be  banished  for  ever  from  the  presence  of 
the  LoKD  and  the  glory  of  his  power,  those  who  have  here 
come  to  him,  and  have  endured  unto  the  end,  shall  enter  into 
the  joy  of  their  Lord,  into  that  "inheritance  incorruptible 
and  undefiled,  and  which  fadeth  not  away — where  there  shall 
be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow  nor  crying,  neither  shall 
there  be  any  more  pain." 

In  this  blessed  hope,  dear  brethren,  let  us  purify  ourselves, 
even  as  lie  is  pure.  Let  us  walk  worthy  of  our  heavenly 
calling,  adorning  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all 
things;  ascribing  to  God  the  Father,  whose  love  and  mercy 
provided  our  deliverance — to  God  the  Son  who  died  to  pro- 
cure it,  and  to  God  the  Holy  Ghost  who  won  us  over  to  enjoy 
it — all  the  glory  and  praise  of  our  salvation,  now  and  ever, 
world  without  end. 


SERMON   XVI. 


REVERENCE   OF   CHRIST. 


Matthew  xxi.  87. 

But,  last  of  all,  he  sent  unto  them  his  Son,  saying,  They  'will  reverence 
tny  Son. 

Tliefavorandprovldenceof  God  towards  the  Jewish  Church 
and  nation,  as  being  the  vineyard  he  had  planted  and  had 
watered  with  his  heavenly  dew — the  doctrine  of  the  law  and 
of  the  prophets,  with  the  unfruitful  and  ungrateful  conduct  of 
that  people — form  the  groundwork  of  this  parable:  In  which, 
by  a  very  lively  representation  of  their  case,  and  such  as  came 
home  to  the  consciences  of  all  M'ho  heard  it,  (for  they  at  once 
united  in  acknowledging  the  just  retribution  due  to  their  un- 
just and  rebellious  refusal  of  the  rights  of  the  lord  of  the  vine- 
yard, their  cruel  treatment  of  his  messengers,  and  avaricious 
murder  of  his  only  son,  and  in  deprecating  the  consequences 
of  such  conduct,)  our  blessed  Lord  endeavored  to  awaken, 
them  to  a  right  sense  of  the  enormity  of  their  guilt  and  im- 
minent danger  in  slighting  and  rejectFhg  this  last  overture  of 
heaven's  mercy;  and  in  its  application  to  the  gospel  Church 
to  give  to  Christians  in  all  ages  the  same  warning,  the  same 
instruction.     For  what  the  Jews  once  were,  we  now  are — the 
Lord's  vineyard.     "Ye  are  God's  husbandry,  ye  are  God's 
building,"  says  St.   Paul  to  the  Corinthian  Church;  and  as 
from  them,  so  from  us,  the  owner  of  the  vineyard  yet  expects 
those  fruits,  those  grateful  and  obedient  returns  to  his  fatherly 
love  and  abundant  goodness,  which  not  only  justice  hut  feel- 
ing, sincere  love  on  our  part  and  thankful  subjection,  should 
lead  us  to  render.  But,  alas!  how  much  like  that  of  the  Jews 
is  the  present  state  of  the  Cliristian  world.     How  are  we  be- 
come dead  to  the  peculiar  blessings  of  a  state  of  covenant  re- 
lation to  God,  cold  to  the  continued  proofs  of  his  love,  and 
insensible  to  the  awful  threatenings  which  are  denounced 
against  the  abuse  of  his  mercies.     How  is  that  name"  which, 
[Vol.  2,— *13.] 
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for  the  suffering  of  death  for  us,  God  hath  exalted  above  every 
imme  and  made  the  only  passport  to  his  favor,  and  by  the 
which  we,  as  Christians,  are  called — how  is  it  lessened  and 
lightly  esteemed,  and  even  profaned  and  blasphemed,  and 
the  truth  of  his  everlasting  word  and  the  convictions  of  his 
Holy  Spirit  put  aside  by  us,  for  the  world  and  its  vanities, 
for  our  own  vain  conceits  and  groundless  imaginations,  as  by 
the  Jews  of  old.  We  cannot,  indeed,  equal  them  in  infidelity, 
for  obvious  reasons.  "VVe  cannot  resist  the  evidence  of 
Christ's  miracles  to  our  senses,  because  they  are  not  wrought 
before  our  eyes.  We  cannot  revile  him  to  his  face.  We  can- 
not crucify  him  at  the  gates  of  Jerusalem.  But  we  can  ex- 
ceed their  guilt  in  all  these  things  by  resisting  the  demon- 
stration of  the  Spirit  to  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  the  convic- 
tions of  our  own  consciences,  the  concurring  testimony  of 
eighteen  hundred  years,  and  the  actual  witness  of  the  state 
of  this  very  people,  who  are  to  this  day  outcasts  and  unowned, 
because  they  disowned  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  as  their 
promised  Messiah  and  offered  FJaviour;  and  we  can  and  do 
crucifv  him  afresh  every  hour  of  the  day,  and  put  him  to  an 
open  shame,  by  leading  unchristian  lives.  This  Scripture 
figure,  so  emphatically  applied,  by  the  apostle  Paul,  to  un- 
godly Christians,  we  are  too  apt  to  consider  as  a  mere  figure 
of  speech,  or,  what  is  more  common,  not  to  consider  it  at  alL 
Bnt  if  there  is  any  trutji  in  the  promises  and  threatenings  of 
the  gospel — if  none  whom  God  is  pleased  to  call  to  the  know- 
ledge of  his  grace  by  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,  can  ex- 
cusably remain  neutral,  even,  to  the  hoj^es  and  duties  grow- 
ing out  of  it,  to  the  faith  and  holiness  required  by  it,  then 
should  all  such  most  deeply  fear  incurring  the  particular 
guilt  thereby  denounced,  even  in  a  higher  degree  than  those 
very  Jews  who  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory.  For  it  cannot 
be  said  in  our  behalf  as  was  in  theirs,  that  we  do  it  ignorantly 
in  uhbelief;  every  person  under  the  gospel  being  fully  in- 
formed of  the  person,  office,  and  dignity  of  Jesus  Christ, 
"the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith." 

It  may  be  profitable  for  us  all — both  those  who  profess 
th'nnselves  his  disciples  and  those  who,  though  they  are 
spared  only  through  his  interce£i.>ion  and  provided  with  the 
freeness  of  his  grace  to  the  attainment  of  eternal  life,  yet  feel 


KEVEBENCE   OF   CHEIST. 


187 


no  sense  of  what  tbej'^  owe  to  Lis  love  for  their  souls — to  con- 
sider seriously  the  two  following  points: 

FiKST,  the  obligatioLS  we  are  all  under  to  reverence  the 
Son  of  God,  as  the  text  expresses  it. 

Secondly,  in  what  manner  we  shall  best  declare  our  rev- 
erence of  him. 

I.  First,  then,  though  the  reasons  and  arguments  which 
enforce  this  obligation  are  all  of  the  weightiest  nature,  yet 
the  one  referred  to  in  the  text  may  properly  enough  be  con- 
sidered the  chief. 

The  first  argument,  then,  that  calls  upon  us  to  reverence 
the  Son  of  God,  and  consequently  the  message  he  brought 
us  from  the  Father,  is  the  greatness  of  his  character,  the 
superlative  dignity  of  his  person. 

It  was  a  most  natural  expectation  in  the  owner  of  the  vine- 
yard, that  his  tenants  would  show  a  peculiar  regard  to  the 
last  messenger  he  sent,  wlio,  as  his  only  son  and  of  course 
liis  heir,  was  next  in  station  and  authority  to  himself.  And 
here  we  may  observe,  my  friends,  how  exactly  the  whole 
moral  of  the  parable  is  made  to  bear  upon  the  most  general 
feelings  and  reasonings  of  our  own  minds,  and  how  it  includes 
us  all,  by  the  judgment  we  unhesitatingly  pass  upon  things 
of  a  far  inferior  kind.  For  just  as  certainly  as  we  shoulc" 
consider  the  refusal  of  a  just  claim  aggravated  in  proportion, 
to  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  person  employed  to 
make  it,  so  sure  may  we  be  that  we  condemn  ourselves  by 
refusing  or  contemptuously  disregarding  this  last  and  greatest 
of  all  God's  prophets.  And  certainly  our  reverence  should 
always  be  proportioned  to  the  known  or  supposed  importance 
of  its  object.  Now  beyond  all  dispute,  not  only  in  the  dig- 
nity of  the  messenger  but  in  the  importance  of  the  message, 
the  gospel  far  transcends  any  and  every  other  interest  what- 
ever. What,  then,  say  the  Scriptures  concerning  the  jDcrson 
and  character  of  Chkist?  for  the  Scriptures  are  the  only  au- 
thority we  can  safely  follow  in  such  an  inquiry. 

God,  (says  St.  Paul  in  his  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,)  ''who 
in  time  past  spake  unto  the  ftithers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in 
these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath 
appointed  heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  also  ho  made  the 
worlds,  who  is  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  upholdeth  all. 
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things  bj  the  word  of  his  power,  who  is  made  so  much  better 
than  the  angels,  as  he  hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a  more 
excellent  name  than  they."  And  here  let  me  observe,  that 
we  iiave  a  most  express  declaration  of  this  apostle  to  the  di- 
vinity of  our  blessed  Saviour;  he  not  only  declares  his  supe- 
riority to  the  angels,  but  refers  that  superiority  to  a  cause 
perfectly  distinct  from  any  act  of  creation,  to-wit,  to  an  in- 
herited and  consequently  inherent  superiority;  than  which 
no  other  mode  of  expression  could  better  have  conveyed  to 
our  limited  understandings  the  true  and  plain  meaning  of 
that  fundamental  article  of  the  Christian  faith,  "the  Son  of 
God,  begotten,  not  made."  So  likewise,  in  writing  to  the 
Colossians,  this  same  apostle  styles  Cheist  "the  image  of 
the  invisible  God,"  and  tells  us,  that  by  him  "God  created 
all  things  whether  in  heaven  or  in  earth;"  and  St.  John — who 
wrote  the  last  of  all  the  apostles,  and  lived  to  hear  the  divinity 
of  his  adorable  master  doubted  and  denied — to  meet  this 
damnable  heresy,  declares  in  the  outset  of  his  gospel,  "In  the 
beginning  was  the  word,  and  the  word  was  with  God,  and 
the  word  was  God;  the  word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among 
us;  he  came  unto  his  own  and  his  own  received  him  not." 

Now  these  passages  of  Scripture,  with  many  others  to  the 
same  purpose,  though  they  do  not  explain  to  us  the  formal 
nature  or  essential  being  of  this  Son  of  God — a  subject  which, 
with  our  present  faculties,  we  could  not  be  made  to  compre- 
hend, neither  are  we  in  the  smallest  degree  concerned  to 
know  it; — yet  they  teach  us  what  is  abundantly  sufficient  as 
well  as  perfectly  intelligible,  namely,  that  his  character  is 
supremely  excellent,  his  dignity  supremely  eminent,  far 
above  the  numberless  orders  of  beings  in  the  universe;  which 
is  unanswerably  a  most  sufficient  argument  why  we  should 
pay  him  the  profoundest  reverence. 

Secondly,  we  are  further  bound  to  reverence  this  heavenly 
messenger,  from  the  importance  of  the  message  itself  with 
which  he  was  sent  into  the  world.  Now  let  us  ask  ourselves 
whether  any  other  than  an  affair  of  the  highest  jnoment  could 
have  induced  the  Almighty  Father  to  employ  in  the  execu- 
tion of  it  so  exalted  a  personage?  "Why,  our  own  principles 
of  reasoning  and  acting  will  answer  the  question;  and  in 
truth,  it  was  nothing  less  than  our  eternal  salvation,  which 
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infinite  wisdom  saw  conld  no  otherwise  consistently  be  pro- 
vided for,  and  which  infinite  love  undertook  to  perform.  It 
was  to  purchase  life  for  condemned  sinners;  to  reconcile  a 
rebel  world  to  a  justly  ofiended  sovereign;  to  make  satisfac- 
tion to  his  violated  law,  by  suft'ering  the  penalty  therein  de- 
nounced against  every  transgression  and  transgressor  of  it. 
It  was  to  command  us  to  forsake  our  sins — and  to  assure  us 
of  the  divine  mercy  if  we  did  so;  to  instruct  us  in  pure  and 
undefiled  religion,  and  to  engage  us  to  all  the  duties  we  owe 
to  God  and  to  each  other,  by  the  clear  revelation  of  a  future 
state,  to  be  adjudged  to  each  one  of  us  for  everlasting  happi- 
ness or  misery,  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  this  body. 
For  all  which  purposes  it  was  necessary  that  a  body  should 
be  prepared  for  this  heavenly  messenger,  that  in  the  familiar 
converse  of  our  nature  he  might  teach  us,  set  us  an  example 
of  patience,  submission,  and  holiness,  to  follow,  and,  in  the 
very  nature  which  had  sinned,  ©O'er  a  full,  perfect,  and  suffi- 
cient atonement  and  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world  by  his  death  upon  the  cross. 

Let  the  importance,  therefore,  of  the  errand  on  which  the 
Son  of  God  came  to  us,  the  vital  importance  of  it  especially 
to  each  man's  individual  concern,  be  a  fresh  argument  and  a 
prevailing  reason  for  j)aying  him  that  veneration — may  I  not 
say  that  grateful  sense  of  benefits  conferred — to  which  he 
has  so  just  a  claim.  "Therefore  let  us  give  the  more  earnest 
lieed  to  the  things  which  we  have  heard,  lest  at  any  time  we 
should  let  them  slip.  For  if  the  word  spoken  by  angels  was 
steadfast,  and  every  ti*ansgression  received  a  just  recompense, 
how  shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation,"  wrought 
out  for  and  communicated  to  us,  not  by  angels,  but  by  the 
Lord  of  angels? 

Thirdly,  all  our  obligations  to  reverence  the  Son  of  God 
are  increased  and  completed  by  the  consideration  that  he  is 
the  last  messenger,  and  his  message  the  last  overture,  heaven 
will  send  us.  "Last  of  all,"  says  the  parable,  "he  sent  unto 
them  his  Son,"  which  might  serve  to  convince  us  that  God 
intends  no  further  or  other  means  of  salvation  for  us  than 
that  made  known  by  his  Son.  And  surely  if  this  is  not  suf- 
ficient, no  other  that  even  infinite  wisdom  could  devise, 
would  prevail  with  us.     For  more  gracious  terms  of  rccon- 
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ciliation,  a  more  dignified  or  powerful  intercessor,  clearer 
instructions  in  our  duty,  or  more  glorious  rewards  or  fearful 
punishments,  for  the  performance  or  neglect  of  it,  are  not 
within  the  range  of  possible  expectation.  Let  no  one,  there- 
fore, deceive  himself  either  with  vain  words  or  more  vain 
hopes.  Let  no  one  vainly  expect  that  another  Son  will  come 
to  us  from  the  ofiended  Father,  or  that  we  can  come  again 
to  him  otherwise  than  by  and  through  this  Son  w^hom  he 
liath  sent.  No,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  it  is  the  last  time, 
the  last  offer  of  his  mercy,  the  last  trial  of  our  reverence  and 
obedience;  and  if  this  be  slighted  "there  remaineth  no  more" 
or  other  "sacrifice  for  sins,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for 
of  judgment  and  fiery  indignation,  which  shall  consume  the 
adversaries." 

When  the  husbandmen  in  the  parable  had  refused  submis- 
sion to  their  master's  son,  there  was  nothing  left  but  to  pun- 
ish the  aggravated  guilt  of  all  their  former  wickedness,  and 
utterly  to  expel  them  from  the  vineyard.  "What,  then,  will 
the  Lord  of  the  vineyard  do  to  those  husbandmen,"  is  the 
question  which  each  one  of  us  should  put  to  ourselves,  as  re- 
spects the  gospel;  and  the  answer  stands  ready  recorded,  with 
which  the  equity  of  our  own  minds  accords:  "He  will  mise- 
rably destroy  those  wicked  men,  and  will  let  out  his  vineyard 
to  others,  who  shall  render  him  the  fruits  in  their  season." 
This  very  vineyard  is  now  let  out  to  us,  my  hearers,  and  wo 
be  unto  us  if  we  take  not  warning  by  the  fate  of  those  who 
were  cast  out  for  refusing  him  who  came  to  redeem  and 
save  them. 

Such  being  our  obligations  to  reverence  the  Son  of  God,  I 
am  to  inquire, 

n.  Secondly,  in  what  manner  we  shall  best  declare  our 
reverence  of  him;  that  is,  with  what  disposition  of  mind,  with 
what  course  of  external  behaviour,  we  shall  most  truly  man- 
ifest our  reverence  and  regard  for  him  and  the  message  he 
came  to  deliver  to  us. 

Now  the  first  step  towards  a  due  veneration  of  Christ  and 
his  religion,  is,  seriously  to  consider  what  in  truth  it  is,  the 
purpose  it  is  to  answer,  and  our  need  of  such  eflectual  help. 
To  drown  such  a  reasonable  duty,  either  in  the  cares  or  the 
pleasures  of  life,  or  by  the  shorter  process  of  unbelief;  to  dia- 
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miss  the  claims  of  our  souls,  and  join  the  great  multitude 
who  live  here  as  if  tliere  were  no  hereafter — no  God,  no  Sa- 
viour, no  heaven,  no  liell;  or,  if  they  acknowledge  God  and 
a  future  state,  yet  will  take  no  pains  to  ascertain  wliether  he 
has  spoken  to  us,  and  what  he  has  said  concerning  our  future 
interests,  but  risk  their  eternal  all  upon  the  sand}'  foundation 
of  gome  notion  of  their  own  shallow  conceptions — why  wliat 
is  this  but  to  count  ourselves,  and  to  show  that  we  are,  un- 
worthy of  that  eternal  life  to  which,  nevertheless,  we  vainly 
hope  to  come.     My  hearers,  "see  that  ye  refuse  not  him  that 
speaketh  from  heaven,"  for  it  is  a  complete  bar,  while  it  is 
persisted  in,  to  all  religious  advancement,  to  all  sense  of  fa- 
vor conferred  on  us  through  him,  to  any  regard  for  his  per- 
son, or  interest  in  the  mercy  he  hath  purchased  for  a  world 
of  simiers;  it  dries  up  the  very  springs  of  faith  and  love  in 
our  hearts,  for  the  source  of  all  gratitude  is  the  remembrance 
of  our  benefactors,  of  the  favors  we  have  received  from  them. 
And  it  is  infinitely  more  owing  to  inattention  than  to  igno- 
rance, that  men  are  so  little  moved  with  the  arguments  of 
religion,  so  little  affected,  so  slightly  influenced  by  them. 

AVe  too  seldom  consider  the  dignified  character  of  that  Son 
of  God  who  was  sent  to  us  by  the  Father,  or  the  commanding 
nature  of  the  business  on  which  he  was  sent,  and  of  course 
forget  and  become  dead  to  the  regards  we  owe  to  his  person, 
as  well  as  his  office.  Whereas  if  these  subjects  were  made 
familiar  to  our  thoughts,  and  thus  came  to  possess  our  hearts, 
which  they  would  surely  soon  do,  they  could  not  fail  to  pro- 
duce those  outward  expressions  of  reverence,  and  that  con- 
scientious care  to  fulfil  our  duties,  which  is  the  only  evidence 
of  the  religious  principle  being  formed  within  us. 

It  was  certainly  upon  this  principle  that  our  blessed  Lokd 
originally  instituted  the  sacrament  of  the  last  supper,  which 
was  designed  to  cherish  and  keep  alive,  in  the  minds  of  his 
disciples,  the  remembrance  of  himself,  of  his  ministry  upon 
earth,  of  the  relation  he  bears  to  them,  of  the  great  things  he 
did  and  suffered  for  them,  as  the  proper  foundation  of  that 
practical  reverence  and  regard  they  are  to  pay  him  "in  all 
holy  conversation  and  godliness,"  after  the  bright  example 
he  hath  set  them. 

Kow  you  are  all  called  and  invited  to  become  liis  disci^^les. 
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and  to  learn  of  liim;  you  have  all  of  jou  sufficient  leisure  to 
think  on  these  all  important  subjects,  even  at  home  in  your 
own  houses,  and  with  your  families;  but  especially  by  meet- 
ing together  for  public  worship,  are  they  presented  and 
pressed  upon  you.  Do  not,  therefore,  waste  that  leisure  in 
careless  indolence  or  sinful  idleness,  or  make  a  preached  gos- 
pel the  savor  of  death  to  your  souls,  but  wisely  improve 
every  opportunity  God  affords  you,  to  bring  your  heart  more 
and  more  under  the  influence  of  revealed  truth,  and  your  life 
under  the  law  of  faith.  This  is  the  fruit  which  the  Lord  of 
the  vineyard  requires,  and  which  alone  he  will  accept  at  your 
hands. 

Had  the  husbandmen  in  the  parable  rightly  considered! 
who  the  last  messenger  was  their  master  sent  to  them,  how 
just  the  demand  he  came  to  make  of  them,,  what  forbearance 
and  indulgence  the  Father  had  already  showed  them,  with 
the  consequences  that  must  inevitably  follow,  if  they  per- 
sisted in  their  rebellion — had  they  reflected  at  all  on  these 
things,  they  would  doubtless  have  repented  of  their  past  ini- 
quity, and  received  him  with  becoming  marks  of  humiliation 
and  sorrow.  But,  alas!  they  did  not  give  themselves  time  to 
reflect;  as  soon  as  they  saw  him  they  determined  to  murder 
him.  "This  is  the  heir,  come  let  us  kill  him  and  seize  on  his 
inheritance."  And  thus  do  unreflecting  sinners  "deny  the 
Lord  that  bought  them,"  and,  full  of  themselves^  and  ripe  in 
rebellion,  turn  away  from  the  word  of  the  truth  of  the  gos- 
pel, beholding  no  form  or  comeliness  in  Jesus  Christ,  that 
they  should  desii'e  him. 

Secondly,  we  must  show  our  reverence  for  the  Son  of  Go» 
and  for  tlie  gospel  which  lie  brought  to  us  from  his  Father, 
not  only  by  having  and  maintaining  an  habitual  sense  of  its 
excellence  and  inqjortance  in  our  minds,  together  with  the 
practice  of  its  duties  in  our  lives,  but,  also,  by  being  earnest 
for  its  credit  and  advancement  in  the  world,  beginning  with 
our  fjxmilies  and  branching  out  as  far  as  ability  and  opj^or- 
tunity  serve.  This  will  lead  ub  to  avoid  the  company  and 
fellowship  of  all  persons  who,  like  Solomon's  fools,  "make  a 
mock  at  sin,"  or  treat  religion  scornfully,  or  who  speak  irre- 
verently of  God,  j)roianing  his  holy  name,  or  lightly  or  dis- 
respectfully of  our  Maker  and  only  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
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Especially  will  it  lead  us  to  be  watchful  against  all  such 
abominations  in  our  own  families. 

The  very  sound  of  profligate,  profane  discourse,  damps 
that  i-everence  for  sacred  subjects  which  almost  every  crea- 
ture feels,  until  corrupted  by  some  such  wicked  art.  With 
respect  to  young  people  more  especially,  the  efl'ect  is  dread- 
ful. It  destroys  their  native  diflidence,  sows  the  seeds  of 
impiety  in  their  tender  minds,  draws  out  the  latent  hostility 
of  the  carnal  mind  to  God,  and  is  often  the  first  cause  of 
their  everlasting  ruin.  Indeed,  to  those  who  are  more  ad- 
vanced in  life  the  influence  of  such  associates  is  always  more 
or  less  injurious;  for  there  is  an  insensible  conformity  in  the 
thoughts,  words,  and  actions  of  those  who  live  much  together, 
which  marks  distinctly  the  tenor  of  their  conversation  in  life. 

Let  us  imagine  a  number  of  men  in  a  similar  situation  with 
the  husbandmen  in  the  parable.  Let  us  moreover  suppose 
that  only  some  of  them  had  a  design  to  abuse  their  master  in 
the  manner  there  described,  and  that  these  wanted  to  bring 
the  others  over  to  their  schemes.  They  would  naturally  be- 
gin M'ith  arguing  them  into  a  contempt  for  their  master,  ma- 
king light  of  his  authority  and  power  to  punish,  ridiculing 
their  fears,  scofling  at  a  danger  so  remote,  and  inflaming 
their  passions  with  the  present  enjoyments  and  advantages 
their  crime  would  put  them  in  possession  of.  By  which 
means  they  would  not  only  harden  themselves,  but  gradually 
infuse  their  poison  into  the  hearts  of  the  better  disposed,  un- 
til they  were  all  mad  enough  to  join  in  any  desperate  pro- 
ject. In  like  manner  does  it  come  to  pass  in  the  world, 
where  the  young,  and  thoughtless,  and  comparatively  inno- 
cent, are  exposed  to  the  contagious  company  of  the  profane 
or  practical  despisers  of  Christ  and  his  gospel.  The  impious 
jest,  the  well-turned  ridicule,  the  bold  unbelief,  the  cool  de- 
fiance of  heaven  and  hell,  manifested  by  such  persons,  grad- 
ually overcome  the  guards  both  of  nature  and  grace,  set  the 
passions  in  a  flame,  and  by  magnifying  the  pleasures  of  a 
life  set  free  from  the  restraints  of  religion,  tempt  them  to 
pluck  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  to  become  as  miserable  as 
their  tempters.  And  shall  no  voice  be  lifted  up  in  behalf  of 
the  young  and  rising  hope  of  this  gospel  land,  and  ring  in 
the  ears  of  professing  parents  their  bounden  duty  in  this  re- 
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spect?  Yes,  my  brethren,  there  sliall  be  one,  who,  however 
lightly  esteemed,  shall  not  fail  fearlessly  to  counsel  you  to 
shut  your  doors  against  the  irreligious  and  ungodly,  however 
amiable  their  manners  or  pleasing  their  conversation;  for  the 
master  whom  they  serve  is  ever  on  tlie  watch  to  prompt  and 
to  give  the  opportunity  to  counteract  your  pious  care,  and  to 
80w  those  bitter  seeds  whose  certain  fruit  is  weeping,  and 
wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

Thirdly  and  lastly,  the  strongest  proof  we  can  give  of  our 
reverence  for  the  Son  of  God  will  be,  sincerely  and  thank- 
fully to  own  and  acknowledge  him  in  all  the  dignity  of  his 
character,  faithfully  to  obey  his  laws,  and  diligently  to  copy 
the  bright  example  he  hath  left  us. 

It  is  set  forth  to  us  in  the  parable,  my  hearers,  that  the 
business  on  which  the  servants,  and  last  of  all  the  son  him- 
self, was  sent,  was  to  receive  the  fruits  of  the  vineyard.  In 
like  manner  it  is  required  of  us  to  render  to  our  Master  and 
only  Saviour  Jesds  Cueist,  those  fruits  of  the  gospel  which 
it  was  designed  to  produce  in  us.  Now  by  those  fruits  the 
Scriptures  universally  mean,  the  good  influence  which  reli- 
gion has  upon  our  conduct  in  life,  in  the  exercise  of  faith, 
hope,  and  charity.  Teaching  us  that  a  holy  and  righteous 
conversation  in  the  world  is  as  essential  to  the  character  of 
a  Christian,  as  the  production  of  its  proper  fruit  is  to  the 
value  of  a  tree  in  your  garden;  and  as  every  such  tree  that 
bears  no  fruit  is  cut  down  and  tlirown  into  the  fire,  so  will 
God  finally  destroy  every  man  who  openly  disclaims  the  gos- 
pel, or  who  pretends  to  be  religious  while  he  is  barren  of 
gootl  works. 

And  is  this  the  unalterable  truth  of  heaven's  unchangeable 
decree?  Tiien  God  be  merciful  to  this  barren  gospel  land — 
God  be  merciful  to  the  thousands  who  hear  the  joyful  sound 
of  salvation  through  the  Son  of  God,  yet  are  like  the  deaf 
adder  which  will  not  be  charmed.  God  be  merciful  to  those 
who,  led  away  with  the  error  of  the  wicked,  openly  "deny 
the  Lord  who  bought  them,"  and  not  only  refuse  the  fruits 
in  tiieir  season,  but  join  in  casting  out  the  heir,  and  would 
dethrone  him  from  the  glory  he  had  with  the  Father  before 
the  world  was.  And  God  be  merciful  to  his  people,  and  to 
Ids  little  flock  in  this  portion  of  his  vineyard,  and  keep  them 


KEVEKENCE   OF   CHRIST.  195 

by  liis  mighty  power,  through  fiiith,  unto  salvation.  Dear 
bretiiren,  let  us  manifest  our  reverence  for  our  blessed  Loud 
by  a  yet  more  earnest  rendering  to  liini  of  the  fruits  of  that 
love,  trust,  and  obedience,  we  j3rofes8  to  him.  In  this  day 
of  rebuke  and  blasphemy,  when  the  love  of  many  has  waxed 
cold,  let  us  cleave  to  our  first  love,  and,  honoring  the  Son 
even  as  we  honor  the  Father,  make  all  men  see  "what  is  the 
fellowship  of  the  mystery  which  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  hath  been  hid  in  God,  who  created  all  things  by  Jesus 
CuKisT,  in  whom  we  have  boldness  and  access  with  confi- 
dence, by  the  faith  of  him."  "For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees 
unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Curist,  of  whom  the  whole 
family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named,  that  he  would  grant 
you  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory  to  be  strengthened 
with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man;  that  Christ  may 
dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith,  that  ye,  being  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all  saints 
what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height,  and 
to  know  tlie  love  of  Christ,  which  passetli  knowledge,  that 
ye  might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God." 

"Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that 
worketh  in  us,  unto  him  be  glory  in  the  Church  by  Jesub 
Christ  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end."     Amen. 
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Matthew  x.  32,  33. 

Whosoever,  therefore,  shall  confess  me  before  men,  him  will  I  confess  also 
before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  But  whosoever  shall  deny  me  before 
men,  him  will  I  also  deny  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

"O  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  understood  this,  that 
they  would  consider  their  latter  end,"  was  the  earnest  and 
affectionate  apostrophe  of  Moses  to  the  Israelites,  under  the 
prophectic  view  which  he  had  of  their  defection  from  God,  iu 
becoming  indiflerent  and  insensible  to  the  wonders,  provi- 
dences, and  judgments,  by  which  they  were  declared  his 
peculiar  people.  And  is  there  not  occasion,  my  brethren  and 
hearers,  for  a  surprise  and  a  concern  of  an  equally  impressive 
character,  when  we  look  i-ound  on  the  state  and  condition  of 
this  gospel  land,  and  behold  the  multitudes,  who,  dismissing 
from  their  consideration  the  claims  of  Jesus  Christ  to  their 
love,  veneration  and  obedience,  live  here  as  if  hereafter  had 
no  account  to  settle  with  them  individually,  and  eternity  no 
retributions  commensurate  with  its  everlasting  nature^  Is  it 
not  a  heart-sinking  prospect  to  survey  any  assembly  of  Chris- 
tian people,  and  count  up  what  a  small  proportion  of  them 
are  known,  even  by  outward  profession,  as  the  disciples  of 
Christ,  or  have,  in  any  shape  whatever,  brought  themselves 
within  the  terms  upon  which  alone  heaven  ofi'ers  its  mercy 
and  proposes  its  rewards  to  our  fallen  race?  to  behold  the 
thousands  who,  from  infancy  even  to  grey  hairs,  have  had  it 
rung  in  their  ears,  that  there  is  but  one  only  name  and  means 
under  heaven  for  men  to  betake  themselves  to  for  reconcili- 
ation with  God,  yet  are,  nevertheless,  trifling  away  their  little 
and  daily  shortening  span  of  being  in  the  frivolous  vanities 
and  insipid  dissipations  of  folly  and  fashion;  or,  more  gravely 
occupied,  are  exclusively  devoted  to  the  god  of  this  world, 
and  the  portion  he  has  to  bestow;  or,  still  more  shamefully 
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abandoned,  defy  Leaven's  King  with  their  daily  blaspliemies, 
and  outrage  even  the  decency  of  a  world  that  lietli  in  wicked- 
ness, by  the  grossness  of  their  impiety?  Alas!  my  hearers,  is 
this  picture  overcharged,  or  is  the  record  too  true  to  be  falsified 
by  all  the  subterfuges  of  lies  which  the  practical  deniers  of 
Christ  and  his  gospel,  of  God  and  his  Son,  resort  to,  to  hide 
from  themselves  the  direct  and  positive  bearing  of  the  awful 
declaration  contained  in  my  text?  If  the  offer  of  mercy  to 
sinners  is  limited  by  conditions  to  be  performed  on  their  part, 
and  the  conditions  themselves  be  openly  and  clearly  pro- 
pounded in  the  offer,  then  must  tliis  mighty  question  be  with- 
in the  reach  of  every  man's  determination  who  has  access  to 
the  record;  and  if  among  those  conditions  there  should  be  one 
paramount,  to  which  all  the  others  are  subordinate  and  con- 
sequential, then  must  it  be  still  more  readily  determined  to 
which  of  the  two  grand  divisions  of  this  world's  population 
we  belong.  To  think  otherwise  of  what  heaven  in  its  mercy 
and  wisdom  hath  revealed  to  us,  for  our  government  and  di- 
rection, for  our  comfort  and  assurance,  is  to  defeat  the  whole 
gracious  plan  of  man's  salvation,  to  throw  the  veil  of  mystery 
over  what  is  plain  and  practical,  and  by  our  own  act  to  bring 
a  cloud  over  that  Sun  of  Righteousness  which  hath  arisen 
upon  the  world  with  healing  in  its  wings.  Yet  experience 
and  observation  prove  to  us  that  it  is  the  case  with  thousands, 
who,  on  the  gratuitous  assumption  of  a  mysteriousness  in 
practical  religion,  settle  down  either  in  unbelief,  or,  what  is 
just  as  fatal,  some  unwarranted  scheme  of  general  mercy 
which  is  to  prove  effectual  for  their  eternal  happiness,  even 
thouii-h  unsought  and  unobtained.  Hence  the  carelessness 
and  indifference  to  the  gospel  and  its  message  of  mercy. 
Hence  the  coldness  and  deadness  to  the  high  interests  of 
eternity,  and  to  the  only  means  whereby  to  secure  its  un- 
fading glories,  so  prevalent  in  the  world;  and  hence  the  con- 
temptuous neglect  of  Jesus  Cueist,  "the  author  and  finisher 
of  our  faith,"  which  stamps  the  ungrateful  character  of  man 
with  its  juost  odious  feature. 

Had  such  persons,  indeed,  never  beard  the  words  of  my 
text;  had  they  no  knov.icdge  of  the  nature  and  ofiice  of  Him 
who  uttered  tiiem,  the  case  were  different.  But,  alas!  it  is 
not  so.    They  have  grown  up  imder  the  sound  of  the  gospel; 
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tliousands  of  times  has  it  been  propounded  to  tliem,  and 
their  consciences  have  borne  witness  to  its  truth,  but  they 
have  put  it  away  from  them;  they  have  seen  of  all  descrip- 
tions of  persons,  from  the  most  gifted  and  cultivated  grade 
of  intellect  down  to  the  poorest  and  most  illiterate  of  their 
fellows,  brought  under  the  influence  of  Christ's  religion,  and 
counting  it  their  highest  privilege  to  confess  the  name  of 
Jesus,  not  only  under  the  favorable  circumstances  of  estab- 
lished Christianity,  but  in  the  face  of  tortures  and  death,  as 
their  only  but  all  sufficient  hope  and  assurance  of  eternal 
life.  These  things  have  they  seen  and  known,  but  alas!  they 
have  not  considered  them;  like  the  Israelites  of  old,  they 
have  never  brought  them  to  bear  upon  the  deep  anxieties  of 
a  dying  bed,  upon  the  eternal  interests  of  an  immortal  soul 
about  to  appear  before  its  Judge  laden  with  sin. 

But,  my  hearers,  "we  must  all  stand  before  the  judgment 
seat  of  CniiiST."  lie  is  not  only  offered  as  our  Saviour,  but 
is  constituted  our  Judge.  As  he  hath  bought  and  ransomed 
us,  so  M'ill  he  alone  determine  our  everlasting  condition  ac- 
cording to  that  unchangeable  word  which  he  hath  spoken 
unto  us.  In  that  word  you  hear  it  declared  by  the  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead,  that  on  the  confession  or  denial  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Curist  by  us  in  this  world  will  depend  our  condition 
in  the  world  to  come.  Yery  immediate,  therefore,  is  the 
interest  which  we  all  have  in  settling  what  is  comprised  in 
this  Christian  duty,  lest  in  the  most  trying  moment  which 
either  time  or  eternity  shall  ever  witness,  we  find  our  expec- 
tations disappointed,  our  hopes  confounded,  and  all  the  day 
dreams  of  our  own  righteousness  and  of  God's  mercy  swept 
away  by  the  irreversible  "I  never  knew  you"  of  our  righteous 
judge. 

I  shall,  therefore,  endeavor  to  show  yoi;  what  we  are  to 
understand  by  the  terms  confess  and  deny,  as  here  used  by 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  then  conclude  with  some  practi- 
cal inferences  from  the  subject.  Not,  my  friends,  that  there 
is  one  among  you  to  whom  the  very  sound  of  the  words 
does  not  convey  the  awful  import  of  their  meaning  and  ap- 
plication to  your  individual  state  and  condition,  as  respects 
the  account  you  have  to  give  in  for  all  God's  mercies,  and 
especially  for  the  grace  of  the  gospel — no — but  if,  happily, 
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tbrougb  God's  good  blessing,  I  may  win  some  of  you  over  to 
count  the  cost  at  which  you  sacrifice  to  the  world  the  present 
peace  and  solid  comfort  of  the  gospel,  and  the  future  ac- 
knowledgment of  him  who  is  King  of  kings,  and  Lokd  of  lords. 

"Whosoever,  therefore,  shall  confess  me  before  men,  him 
will  I  confess  also  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  But 
whosoever  shall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  also  deny 
before  my  Father  which  is  in  lieaven." 

In  common  speech,  to  confess  or  deny  means,  to  acknow- 
ledge or  disown  something  tliat  is  affirmed  or  offered;  and 
though  the  words  as  used  in  my  text  might  with  perfect 
safety  be  thus  limited  in  their  application,  seeing  the  gospel 
is  the  record  of  the  testimony  which  God  liath  given  to  the 
world  concei'ning  the  person  and  office  of  Jesus  Christ;  yet 
in  the  language  and  usage  of  Scripture,  they  carry  with  them 
a  more  extended  and  inclusive  meaning,  involving  not  only 
acknowledgment  or  denial,  but  acceptance  and  i-ejection 
likewise,  together  with  the  temper  and  disposition  of  mind 
with  which  we  act.  Hence,  to  comprehend  the  full  force  of 
this  passage  of  Scripture,  we  must  bear  in  mind  what  it  is 
that  is  proposed  to  us,  to  be  acknowledged  or  disowned,  re- 
ceived or  rejected,  witli  the  ground  or  reason  on  which  the 
proposition  is  constructed.  Now,  as  this  involves  the  whole 
of  that  revelation  which  God  has  made  to  us,  it  includes  our 
entire  acceptance  or  rejection  of  it.  In  this  no  qualification 
whatever  can  be  admitted,  not  onlj'-  because  of  its  author,  but 
because  each  part  is  so  connected  and  interwoven  with  all 
the  rest,  that  the  minutest  and  apparently  most  unimportant 
circumstance  could  not  be  withdrawn  without  injuriously  af-^ 
fecting  the  whole.  In  the  most  extended  sense  of  the  text, 
therefore,  to  confess  Jesus  Christ  is,  with  a  thankful  believ- 
ing spirit  to  embrace  the  message  of  mercy  God  hath  sent  to 
us  by  him  as  the  foundation  of  our  faith,  the  ground  of  our 
hope,  and  the  rule  of  our  life.  While  actually  to  reject  reve- 
lation, or  carelessly  to  neglect  the  mighty  interests  therein 
made  known  to  us,  is  in  the  same  sense  to  deny  him,  to  treat 
with  contempt  the  condescending  interposition  of  heaven  in 
our  behalf,  and  to  bar  ourselves  out  from  any  possible  benefit 
from  this  great  salvation. 

To  set  forth,  however,  more  at  large,  the  particulars  in 
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which  the  confession  of  Jesus  Christ  mentioned  in  my  text 
consists,  we  must  observe, 

First,  that  it  includes  the  acknowledgment  of  his  divine 
nature — "Iramanuel,  God  with  us,"  or  in  our  nature;  that  is 
to  sa}--,  that  the  Second  Person  in  the  Trinity  emptied  him- 
self of  his  essential  glory,  had  a  body  prepared  for  him,  and 
came  down  from  heaven  to  this  ruined  world,  to  complete  the 
atonement  he  had  undertaken  to  make  for  the  sins  of  the 
creature,  and  redeem  fallen  man  from  the  curse  of  the  law 
which  he  had  broken,  becoming,  in  consequence,  an  alien 
and  an  enemy  to  God,  the  slave  of  sin,  and  the  prey  of  death, 
both  temporal  and  eternal. 

This  acknowledgment  of  Jesus  Christ  as  "God  over  all, 
blessed  for  ever,"  is  fundamental,  my  hearers,  and  lies  at  the 
very  threshold  of  any  and  all  saving  faith.  For  however 
high  our  imaginations  may  soar  in  the  idea  of  created  excel- 
lence— however  omnipotent  and  effectual  we  admit  the  will 
of  God  to  be  in  the  choice  and  appointment  of  the  means  to 
the  fulfilment  of  his  purposes — still  there  is  a  flaw  in  our 
title  to  eternal  life,  my  brethren,  if  he  through  whom  alone 
we  hope  for  it  and  have  even  now  the  assurance  of  it,  hath  it 
not  in  himself.  Yes,  my  hearers,  if  he  who  died  for  my  sins 
on  Calvary  was  not  God  in  all  his  essential  properties,  cloth- 
ed in  my  mortal  nature,  then  is  there  no  atonement  yet  made 
for  them  adequate  to  their  infinite  demerit  in  the  eye  of  sove- 
reign purity  and  holiness:  I  am  yet  in  ray  sins,  I  am  yet  unre- 
deemed, nor  will  the  hope  I  entertain  equal  the  weight  of  a 
feather  to  counterpoise  their  damning  nature.  But  blessed 
be  God,  my  brethren,  it  is  not  so;  for  "he  that  believeth  hath 
the  witness  in  himself  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life, 
and  this  life  is  in  his  Son — and  tliis  is  his  commandment, 
that  all  men  should  honor  the  Son,  even  as  they  honor  the 
Father." 

To  disown  the  deity  of  the  Saviour,  tlien,  or  to  pervert  the 
testimony  which  God  the  Father  hath  given  of  it  by  God  the 
Holy  Ghost,  or  to  qualify  with  any  shade  of  creatureship 
this  only  foundation  of  Christian  hope,  is  to  deny  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  just  such  a  denial  too,  as  will  render  all 
other  sin  needless  to  draw  from  the  lips  of  the  glorified  Jesus^ 
the  awful  rejection  on  his  part,  "I  never  knew  you."     O  my 
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dear  brethren  and  hearers,  be  upon  your  guard  against  the 
many  vain  talkers  and  deceivers,  who  are  once  more  at  work 
to  overturn  this  sure  foundation  stone  of  the  Catholic  faith; 
arm  yourselves  with  "the  sword  of  the  Spikit,"  and  in  the 
"more  sure  word  of  prophecy,"  behold  him  spoken  of  both  as 
God  and  man,  and,  therefore,  just  such  a  mediator  as  our 
case  needed,  just  such  a  Daysman  betwixt  God  and  us,  as 
might  lay  his  hand  upon  both  in  the  great  controversy  of 
this  world's  rebellion.  Cast  the  anchor  of  your  soul  in  this 
sure-holding  ground,  and  then  let  infidelity  rage,  you  shall 
not  be  moved  away  from  the  hope  of  the  gospel,  you  shall 
not  be  shaken  though  high  and  gifted  men  set  their  seal  to 
the  falsehood;  and  in  a  coming  day,  from  which  I  counsel 
you  never  to  turn  away  your  thoughts,  when  all  the  proud, 
and  all  that  do  wickedly,  shall  be  stubble,  then  shall  the 
"well  done  my  good  and  faithful  servant"  of  thy  Loed  and 
thy  God,  confess  and  own  thee  before  his  Father  and  the  holy 
angels.  O  glorious  and  blessed  hope.  Who  that  feels  it  but 
must  lift  up  his  voice  against  this  damnable  heresy,  which 
wrenches  from  fallen  man  both  time  and  eternity. 

Secoudl}^,  thus  owning  Jesus  Christ  as  the  eternal  and 
only  begotten  Son  of  God,  we  must  witness  this  good  con- 
fession of  him,  by  openly  and  heartily  embracing  the  re- 
ligion he  hath  established  in  the  world,  and  following  the 
holy  example  he  hath  set  us. 

That  this  is  a  reasonable  dlity,  the  dignity  of  his  person, 
the  nature  of  his  office,  and  the  unspeakable  benefits  con- 
ferred on  us  by  and  through  him,  demonstrate,  independently 
of  any  future  consequences,  whether  good  or  bad.  "What, 
then,  let  me  ask,  should  be  the  impressiveness  of  this  duty 
upon  our  hearts,  when  we  read,  as  we  do  in  the  text,  that  an 
open  profession  of  Christ's  religion  before  the  world  is  es- 
sential to  our  reaping  any  benefit,  either  here  or  hereafter, 
by  what  he  hath  done  and  suffered  for  us.  "Whosoever  shall 
confess  or  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  confess  or  deny, 
accordingly,  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  And  is 
it  so,  my  hearers,  that  simple  failure  to  profess  ourselves 
openly  to  be  the  disciples  of  the  crucified  Jesus,  will  pass  us 
to  the  left  hand  on  the  great  day  of  eternity?  That  however 
orderly  and  exemplary  our  lives  may  have  been,  however 


CONFESSION    OF   CHRIST.  203 

free  from  the  great  and  crying  enormities  of  the  openly  pro- 
fane and  ungodly,  that  however  tiie  praise  of  men  may  have 
followed  us,  this  one  neglect  shall  stamp  us  as  deniers  of  God 
and  his  Curist?  Yes,  it  is  so;  as  surely  as  heaven  is  now  re- 
cording the  thoughts  of  every  heart  in  this  congregation,  it  is 
so;  because  the  failure,  however  unimportant  it  may  seem,  is 
direct  rebellion  against  heaven's  King,  and  saying  in  so  many 
words  "we  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us." — It  is 
so,  because  it  is  direct  evidence  that  we  are  ashamed  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ.  It  is  so,  because  it  demonstrates  that  the 
world,  in  some  of  its  delusions,  has  more  hold  upon  our  af- 
fections than  the  honor  of  God,  or  the  eternal  interests  of  our 
immortal  souls.  It  is  so,  because  it  is  in  pointed  disobedience  to 
the  express  command  of  "the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith." 
But  do  the  Scriptures  speak  thus  decidedly  upon  this  point? 
Yes,  verily.  "Wherefore  God,  also,  hath  highly  exalted 
him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name,  that 
at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  Idiee  should  bow,  of  things  in 
heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  and 
that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  "Yet  have  I  set  my  king 
npon  my  holj"  hill  of  Zion."  "Whosoever  shall  be  ashamed 
of  me  and  of  my  words,  of  him  shall  the  Son  of  man  be 
ashamed  when  he  shall  come  in  his  own  glory,  and  in  his 
Father's,  and  of  the  holy  angels'."  "If  any  man  will  be  my 
disciple,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  and 
follow  me."  What,  then,  becomes  of  the  delusion  imder 
which  so  many  labor,  who  in  the  main  are  not  actually  op- 
posed to  the  religion  of  the  gospel,  and  even  cherish  some- 
thing like  hope  towards  God  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
whilst  they  are  unknown  to  any  Ciiristian  profession?  What 
possible  excuse  can  be  made  for  them  in  this  neglect,  when 
the  many  express  texts  of  Scripture  which  bear  upon  the 
point  are  strengthened  and  enforced  by  the  very  nature  of 
the  subject,  and  by  the  positive  declaration  of  our  Lord  him- 
self, that  in  the  mighty  strife  between  light  and  darkness, 
between  sin  and  holiness,  between  heaven  and  hell,  fur  our 
souls,  there  can  be  no  neutrality  permitted,  we  must  of  neces- 
sity take  sides,  and  that  openly,  so  as  to  be  known  as  soldiers 
of  Jksus  Christ,  or  confederates  and  servants  of  the  devil.. 
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"He  that  is  not  for  me  is  against  me,"  saitli  the  Saviour, 
"and  lie  that  gathereth  not  with  me  scattereth  abroad."  Do 
non-professors  hear  this,  and  yet  continue  unconcerned?  Do 
the  wavering  and  double  minded  hear  it,  and  not  burst 
through  the  cobweb  excuses  which  keep  them  in  the  verge 
of  sin  and  death?  Does  the  careless  and  thoughtless  sinner, 
■who  is  openly  fighting  against  God,  hear  it,  without  realizing 
the  inevitable  doom  that  awaits  him?  Will  any  plead  igno- 
rance of  the  conditions  on  which  salvation  is  offered?  Why, 
on  such  an  interest  as  eternity,  the  very  excuse  condemns 
him  who  makes  it.  Will  any  one  say  that  they  choose  and 
prefer  damnation?  No,  not  one.  Yet  they  could  not  take  a 
more  certain  method  to  ensure  it  than  to  "deny  the  Lord 
that  bought  them."  Oh!  what  a  deep  and  desperate  delu- 
sion has  "the  god  of  this  world"  spread  over  "the  minds  of 
them  that  believe  not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of 
Cueist,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine  unto  them." 
Oh!  how  many  amiable  and*  estimable  persons  there  are,  of 
whom  every  thing  that  is  lovely  and  of  good  report  can  be 
witnessed  by  all  who  know  them,  who  are  yet  unknown  to 
the  Lord  Jesus,  as  confessors  of  his  only  saving  name.  Oh! 
what  a  death-doing  mischief  it  is,  that  the  men  of  name 
and  note  among  us,  of  wealth  and  influence,  of  learning  and 
leisure,  think  scorn  of  confessing  the  name  of  Christ,  and 
never  consider  the  deadly  blow  which  their  descending  ex- 
ample inflicts  upon  religion  and  morals,  and  upon  the  peace 
and  order  of  social  life;  nor  yet  of  the  awful  account  they 
have  to  give  in,  in  this  respect,  for  themselves  and  others. 
"O  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  understood  this,  that  they 
would  consider  their  latter  end." 

The  open  and  outward  confession  of  the  name  of  Christ, 
though  in  itself  of  such  importance  as  to  render  useless  what- 
ever else  we  do,  this  being  refused,  yet  is  no  otherwise  ef- 
fectual to  our  salvation,  my  hearers,  than  as  it  binds  us  to 
the  profession  and  practice  of  his  religion.  Whatever  he  hath 
done  and  commanded,  therefore,  that  are  we  to  observe  and 
do;  and  this  not  only  once  or  occasionally,  but  constantly, 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  our  pilgrimage  here.  For  he 
hath  set  us  an  example  that  we  should  follow  his  steps.  Here, 
then,  my  brethren,  the  whole  personal  history  of  Jesus  of 
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Nazareth  is  set  forth  as  the  model  by  which  we  are  to  frame 
and  fashion  the  course  of  our  lives.  Whatever  of  patient, 
prayerful  submission  to  the  will  of  God  was  manifested  by 
him,  must,  in  our  measure  and  degree,  be  exemj)lified  by  us. 
Wiiatever  of  non-conformity  to  the  world,  in  its  vain  and. 
vicious  attractions  to  power  and  pleasure;  whatever  of  self- 
denial,  humility,  meekness,  and  holiness  shone  in  his  conver- 
sation in  the  woi'ld,  must  mark  our  course  through  its  temp- 
tations, provocations,  and  disappointments.  Whatever  of 
mei'cy,  benevolence,  ready  forgiveness  of  injuries,  and  right- 
eousness in  rendering  to  all  their  dues,  was  shown  and  ob- 
served by  him,  must  also  be  shown  and  steadily  followed  after 
1)Y  those  who  would  be  his  disciples  indeed.  As  he  fulfilled 
all  the  public  and  private  duties  enjoined  by  the  Jewish  re- 
ligion, so  must  we  be  fjund  walking  in  all  the  command- 
ments and  ordinances  of  that  which  he  hath  established  in 
his  Church,  not  only  as  trials  of  our  obedience,  but  as  means 
of  his  grace.  That  these  are  required  of  all  who  name  the 
name  of  Christ,  and  hope  for  a  share  in  his  heavenly  king- 
dom, is  clear  beyond  controversy,  as  it  also  is,  that  only 
through  the  power  and  grace  of  our  Redeemer  can  fallen 
creatures  be  furnished  to  fulfil  them.  How,  then,  let  me  ask, 
can  those  who  deny  the  Saviour,  by  refusing  themselves  to 
the  profession  of  his  religion  and  the  participation  of  its  ordi- 
nances, the  utmost  of  whose  acknowledgment  of  him  is  occa- 
sional attendance  on  the  public  worship  he  has  instituted,  in 
whose  families  the  voice  of  prayer  and  praise  is  unknown — 
how  can  such,  I  say,  entertain  the  slightest  hope,  either  of 
grace  to  perform  their  duties,  or  of  mercy  to  obtain  accep- 
tance for  such  poor,  Ijroken  services  as  the  best  of  us  can 
render?  And  yet  talk  with  such  persons  in  a  more  serious 
moment,  and  you  will  find  a  sort  of  careless  unformed  reli- 
ance upon  Christ  and  his  merits,  for  their  future  happiness, 
or  rather  for  their  escape  from  future  miserj';  or  see  them  at 
the  ap]»roach  of  that  hour  when  tliis  world  and  all  its  promises 
is  about  to  fail  them,  and  you  will  find  them  as  busy  and  as 
earnest  in  their  calls  upon  the  Saviour,  as  intent  upon  the 
forlorn  hope  of  a  death-bed  rejientance,  as  eager  to  grasp  at 
l]is  sufificiency  to  save,  as  if  the  name  of  Christ  acted  like  a 
charm,  and  the  mighty  purpose  which  brought  him  from 
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heaven  to  earth,  stretched  him  upon  tlie  cross,  and  consigned 
him  to  death,  could  safely  be  sported  with  by  the  rebels  he 
came  to  redeem.  Oh!  the  deceitfulness  of  sin.  Oh'.theper- 
verseness  of  the  unrenewed  heart.  Oh!  the  deadly  enmit}'- 
-of  the  carnal  mind,  even  against  a  God  of  love  and  salvation. 
Gracious  Lord,  put  forth  thy  Almighty  grace,  and  quicken 
us  all  to  our  duties  and  privileges  as  Christians. 

Thirdly,  our  confession  of  Jksus  Christ  must  be  witnessed 
in  the  face  of  persecution,  tortures,  and  death,  should  we 
thereto  be  called.  "He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more 
than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me — and  he  that  loveth  son  or 
daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me.  Yea,  and  he 
that  hateth  not  his  own  life  also,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple." 
Therefore,  "he  that"  by  denying  me  "findeth  his  life,"  or 
any  other  present  good,  "shall  lose  it — and  he  thatloseth  his 
life,"  or  any  other  present  good,  "for  my  sake,  shall  find  it." 
Hence,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  we  may  learn  to  estimate 
the  vital  importance  of  an  open  profession  and  constant  per- « 
severence  in  the  faith  of  the  gospel.  For  if  the  Christian, 
who,  to  avoid  persecution,  concealed  his  profession,  or  at  the 
stake,  overcome  by  the  terrors  of  a  cruel  death,  and  to  escape 
from  it,  denied  and  renounced  his  Lord  and  Master,  did  by 
persisting  in  such  denial,  blot  his  name  out  of  the  book  of  life, 
how  much  more  shall  the  same  righteous  principle  sweep  into 
perdition  those  who  are  either  afraid  or  ashamed  to  take  upon 
them  tlie  light  and  easy  yoke  which  our  Redeemer  hath  laid 
upon  us.  If,  indeed,  tiie  fires  of  persecution  were  let  loose 
upon  us,  though  there  could  be  no  excuse,  there  would  be 
more  pity  and  compassion  for  those  who  thus  barter  eternity 
for  time.  Bnt  where  neither  loss,  nor  disgrace,  nor  suifering, 
is  to  be  encountered,  how  shall  we  not  rather  receive  greater 
danmatiim.  if  we  continue  to  put  away  from  our  heai'ts  the 
solemn  warning  and  express  condition  of  my  text — "Whoso- 
ever, therefore,  shall  confess  me  before  men,  him  will  I  con- 
fess also  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  But  whoso- 
ever shall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  also  deny  before 
ra}'  Father  which  is  in  heaven  " 

In  this  short  passage  of  Scripture  what  a  wide  range  of 
thought  is  opened  to  us,  my  friends.  Yet  through  whatever 
varieties  of  required  faith  and  commanded  duty  it  may  lead 
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<xur  meditations,  it  ends  in  tliat  awful  close  when  an  assem- 
bled world  shall  stand  before  its  Judge,  and  the  confession  or 
denial  of  us,  by  Jesus  Christ,  be  conclusive  to  each  one  for 
happiness  or  misery  eternal.  And  it  binds  us  down  to  the 
great  master  principle  by  which  our  acceptance  or  rejection 
will  then  be  determined — faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for 
pardon,  life,  and  salvation,  openly  professed,  steadfastly  per- 
sisted in,  and  bearing  fruit  unto  holiness. 

"What  shall  we  say,  then,  to  these  things,  my  iiearers? 
What  is  the  only  improvement  that  we  can  all  make  of  them? 
Why  this — Let  us  no  longer  be  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ!  "Take"  the  Redeemer's  "yoke  upon  you"  as  the 
first  and  indispensable  step  to  the  attainment  of  his  grace, 
for  while  you  refuse  to  come  to  him  it  is  in  vain  to 
expect  any  help  at  his  hand.  "Learn  of  him"  by  reading, 
meditation,  and  prayer;  and  the  teaching  of  his  Holy  Spirit 
shall  guide  you  on  your  way  and  show  you  that  "all  things 
are  ])0ssible  to  him  that  believeth."  He  will  strengthen  you 
to  overcome  the  world  in  the  fear  of  its  scoflf  and  in  the  snare 
of  its  unhallowed  pleasures  and  pursuits.  He  will  lead  you 
through  all  the  wonders  of  a  spiritual  change,  from  faith  to 
faith,  and  from  grace  to  glory,  till  a  "well  done"  from  3'our 
heavenly  Master,  Almighty  Saviour,  and  righteous  Judge, 
shall  crown  3'our  repentance  and  renewed  obedience  with 
eternal  life. 

And  you,  my  professing  brethren,  whose  names  are  writ- 
ten in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life,  while  you  take  to  yourselves 
the  holy  comfort  of  his  promise  in  the  text,  let  it  arm  you 
with  strength  and  engage  you  with  affection  to  walk  worthy 
of  it,  that  being  found  "in  all  the  commandments  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Lord  blameless,  your  light"  may  "so  shine  be- 
fore men"  as  to  "adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in 
all  things." 

Much  depends  upon  your  example,  my  Christian  brethren, 
for  the  praise  or  reproach  of  the  gospel,  for  the  advancement 
of  the  lledeemer's  kingdom,  or  the  growth  of  that  infidel 
spirit  which  threatens  the  downfall  of  all  religion,  in  the 
casting  away  of  the  only  hope  which  heaven  in  its  mercy  has 
vouchsafed  to  fiillen  man,  in  the  Lord  our  righteousness. 
Show  yourselves,  then,  a  living  "epistle"  of  Christ  to  be 
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"read  of  all  men,"  in  life  and  conversation  conformed  to  the 
gospel  of  Chkist,  and  while  you  encourage  yourselves  in  the 
holy  comfort  of  your  "acceptance  in  the  beloved,  rejoice  with 
trembling,"  for  you  are  yet  on  trial,  and  he  who  hath  promised 
to  confess  jovl  before  God  warns  you  "that  not  every  one 
that  saith  to"  him  "Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  his  Father  which  is 
in  heaven."  Of  doing  that  will  our  blessed  Saviour  hath  set 
us  a  most  pure  example.  By  that,  then,  as  your  polar  star, 
steer  your  course  through  the  trials  and  temptations  of  this 
world.  To  that,  as  your  copy,  labor  and  strive  to  bring  both 
your  outward  life  and  inward  spirit,  that  the  mind  which  was 
in  him  being  in  you,  you  may.  rise  with  him  to  the  life  im- 
mortal, and  pass  to  a  full  reward  in  glory  and  blessedness 
for  ever,  through  the  merit  and  righteousness,  the  power  and 
grace,  of  this  Jesus  our  Lord  and  our  God;  to  whom,  with 
God  the  Father,  and  God  the  Holt  Ghost,  three  persons  and 
one  God,  be  universal  glory  and  praise,  world  without  endl 
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John  viii.  24,  last  clause. 
For  if  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  lie,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins. 

It  is  a  strong  confirmation  of  the  external  proofs  we  are 
famished  with  of  the  divine  original  of  Christianity,  that  its 
leading  truths  and  fundamental  doctrin*  should  be  the  full 
and  clear  disclosure  of  those  original,  indelible,  and  univer- 
sal impressions  on  the  heart  of  man,  which  are  independent 
of  the  fortuitous  circumstances  of  country,  complexion,  and 
education.  And  I  have  often  thought,  my  brethren  and 
hearers,  that  when  Christian  navigators,  in  the  lirst  range  of 
discovery,  found  continents  and  islands  peopled  with  beings 
like  themselves,  though  of  a  strange  speech  and  different 
color,  when  they  saw  the  priest,  the  altar,  and  the  victim,  in- 
variably accompanying  their  worship  of  an  unknown  but  ac- 
knowledged Gon,  tliey  must  have  felt  the  deepest  conviction 
of  a  common  origin,  a  common  nature,  a  common  guilt,  and 
common  hope;  they  must  have  seen  revelation  confirmed, 
and  "as  the  new  vine  is  found  in  the  cluster,"  so  w^as  the 
cross  of  Christ,  and  a  propitiation  for  personal  guilt  by  the 
blood  of  another,  shadowed  out  in  their  ignorant  supersti- 
tions, as  the  one  only  hope  of  our  fallen  race. 

And  may  not  we,  my  friends,  by  an  honest  attention  to 
the  frame  of  our  own  spirits,  to  what  passes  within  us,  when 
serious  thought  realizes  the  condition  of  our  being,  the  ac- 
count we  have  each  to  give  in  to  God  for  his  gifts  of  nature 
and  grace,  and  when  conscience  summons  up  in  dread  array 
the  actual  sins  and  shameful  neglects  we  are  guilty  of  to- 
wards our  Maker,  or  when  danger  sur})rises  guilt  into  fear 
and  sinks  the  boldest  among  us  into  dismay  at  the  near  pros- 
pect of  a  death  bed  unprovided  for — may  not  these  and  the 
many  other  intimations  whicli  the  "still,  snuill  voice"  of  God 
now  whispers  to  our  hearts,  prompt  us  all  to  inquire  seriouslj 
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into  our  state,  to  seek  after  the  best  information  we  can  ob- 
tain, and  to  try  what  is  presented  to  us  as  a  message  from 
heaven,  by  its  outward  proofs,  by  the  internal  witness  we  all 
have  in  its  agreement  with  our  previous  impressions,  and  by 
its  fitness  to  relieve  our  most  pressing  wants,  in  the  cheering 
light  it  slieds  over  the  otherwise  dark  and  anxious  anticipa- 
tions of  a  future  being,  and  in  the  fruit  of  its  truth  believed 
iind  its  counsel  followed.  Would  not  this  be  the  part  of  pru- 
dence as  well  as  interest  on  so  momentous  and  imposing  a 
subject?  And  how  can  any  man  be  said  to  have  acted  an 
honest  or  even  a  rational  part  by  his  immortal  soul,  who  has 
not  made  a  sincere  and  persevering  effort,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  gospel,  ^o  secure  its  hope  and  enjoy  its  comfort? 
"If  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  lie,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins," 
says  a  messenger  from  heaven,  accredited  to  our  senses  by 
all  that  can  avouch  the  authority  of  heaven,  and  to  our  hearts 
by  every  impression  which  truth,  duty,  and  interest,  can 
give  to  feeling  and  consciousness.  And  what  do  we,  too 
many  of  us,  but  set  to  work  to  invalidate  the  testimony  rather 
than  examine  the  proofs — to  dispute  the  dignity  of  the  mes- 
senger rather  than  consider  the  message  itself — to  cavil  at 
the  conditions  rather  than  thankfully  to  embrace  a  free  and 
gracious  offer  of  mercy  and  salvation — to  enlist  the  powers 
and  faculties,  not  of  rational  but  of  rebellious  creatures,  and 
the  stores  and  resources,  not  of  wisdom,  but  of  science,  falsely 
so  called — to  obscure  and  resist  the  truth  rather  than  to  pro- 
mote the  present  and  eternal  welfare  of  all  around  us,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift  to  his 
creatures;  while  by  so  doing  we  contribute  to  bring  a  night 
of  darkness  and  despair  over  the  moral  world,  taking  from 
faith  its  foundation,  from  hope  its  comfort,  from  charity  its 
motive,  from  fear  its  sanction,  and  from  righteousness  its  re- 
ward. And  is  this  a  result  to  be  desired,  my  friends?  Are 
the  checks  to  human  depravity  so  plenty  and  so  efficient, 
that  the  pride  and  vanity  of  learning  may  safely  and  inno- 
cently be  allowed  to  sport  itself  with  interests  which  have  no 
other  measure  than  eternity?  Yet  such  is  the  inevitable  re- 
sult if  the  words  of  my  text  rest  upon  any  lower  authority 
for  their  claim  to  your  attention  than  that  of  heaven's  King 
and  this  world's  Judge.     And  I  were  a  betrayer  of  Christ, 
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accountable  as  I  know  that  I  am,  and  speaking  to  tliose  who 
must  meet  me  before  his  judgment  seat,  if  I  proposed  them 
to  you  with  less  than  their  weight,  as  the  words  of  Him  "who 
cannot  lie" — with  less  tlian  their  authority,  as  the  unchange- 
able word  of  the  Most  Higli  God.  As  such,  therefore,  I  shall 
proceed,  in  the  fear  of  God,  to  explain  and  enforce  them. 

"For  if  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in  your 
sins." 

The  structure  of  the  sentence  requires  us  to  consider  the 
words  in  the  same  light  as  those  to  whom  they  were  spoken- 
Prophecy  and  expectation,  grounded  on  the  fultilment  of 
a  remote  promise  made  by  the  Almighty  to  a  fallen  world, 
of  wliich  the  Jewish  nation  were  the  depositories,  and  with 
which  the  whole  frame  and  polity  of  their  state  was  insepa- 
rably interwoven,  led  that  people  to  look  forward  to  the  ad- 
vent of  their  promised  deliverer  with  the  most  intense  interest. 
That  blessings  which  language  labored  to  describe  were  to 
accompany  his  appearance,  they  were  fully  assured;  but  of 
the  particular  nature  and  kind  they  were,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, altogether  ignorant.  Yainly  puffed  up  by  a  fleshly 
mind,  corrupt  in  their  morals  in  proportion  to  their  depart- 
ure from  the  spirit  of  their  religion,  ambitious  of  worldly 
power  and  grandeur,  and  pressed  under  tlie  yoke  of  foreign 
and  Heathen  despotism,  they  overlooked  the  spiritual  appli- 
cation of  their  inspired  writings,  and  from  the  kingly  titles 
and  supreme  dominion  ascribed  therein  to  their  Messiah, 
expected  and  desired  only  a  temporal  deliverance,  and  the 
re-establishment  of  their  ancient  kingdom  in  unchangeable 
supremacy  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world.  Hence, 
when  Jesus  of  iSTazareth  appeared  in  the  lowly  condition  of 
a  servant,  and  opened  up  to  them  the  nature  of  that  kingdom 
which  he  came  to  set  up — when  he  explained  the  spiritual 
extent  of  that  holy  law  which  God  had  given  them,  and,  de- 
nouncing their  sins,  called  upon  them  to  repent  and  believe 
in  him  for  pardon,  grace,  and  everlasting  life — when  he  showed 
the  kind  of  deliverance  he  had  undertaken  to  achieve  for 
them,  and,  instead  of  that  worldly  power  and  grandeur  which 
they  fondly  anticipated,  required  them  to  renounce  their 
proud  and  vain  glorious  expectations,  and  to  follow  him  in 
humility,  self-denial,  and  holiness,  to  a  kingdom  not  of  this 
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"world,  tliey  rejected  him  almost  to  a  man,  and  with  one  voice 
exclaimed,  "We  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us." 
Yea,  when  his  predicted  forernnner,  whom  they  all  acknow- 
ledged to  be  a  prophet,  publicly  proclaimed  him  as  the 
promised  Messiah,  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  "the  Lamb  of  God 
which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world" — when  prophecies 
fulfilled  to  the  very  letter,  and  miracles  wrought  before  their 
eyes,  confounded  every  reasonable  ground  of  opposition  and 
refusal,  their  perverseness  was  sharpened  into  malice,  and 
they  conspired  to  take  away  his  life.  With  this  view  they 
watched  all  his  motions,  laid  snares  for  him  in  his  speech,  and 
when  the  innocence  and  wisdom  of  his  life  defeated  all  their 
attempts,  at  last  bribed  one  of  his  intimate  friends  to  betray 
him  into  their  hands. 

In  one  of  those  attemj)ts  to  ensnare  him,  the  conversation 
of  which  my  text  forms  a  part  occurred,  in  which,  having 
baffled  a  dee})  laid  scheme  to  involve  him  with  the  civil  or 
ecclesiastical  rulers  of  the  country,  he  proceeded  to  set  be- 
fore them  the  dreadful  c(Uisequences  of  continuing  to  reject 
his  person  and  doctrine,  to  warn  them  that  he  was  not  to  re- 
main much  longer  with  them,  and  that  if  this  the  day  of  their 
visitation  was  neglected,  their  ruin  was  irrevocably  decreed. 
"I  am  the  light  of  the  world."  "I  am  from  above,  I  am  not 
of  this  world.  Ye  are  from  beneath."  "If  ye  were  Abraham's 
children  ye  would  do  the  works  of  Abraham."  "Ye  do  the 
works  of  your  father  the  devil,  and  because  I  tell  you  the 
truth  ye  believe  me  not."  "I  go  my  way,  and  whither  I  go 
ye  cannot  come."  "Ye  shall  seek  me,  but  ye  shall  die  in 
your  sins."  "For  if  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  He,  ye  shall 
die  in  your  sins." 

The  words  of  my  text,  therefore,  are  an  epitome  of  the 
gospel,  an  abbreviated  manner  of  setting  forth  that  method  of 
salvation  which  the  mercy  of  God  has  provided  for  sinners, 
through  Jesus  Christ.  And  while  they  briefly  but  forcibly 
declare  both  the  danger  and  the  remedy,  and  enforce  the 
grand  Christian  doctrine  of  salvation  by  grace  through  faith, 
they  bind  down  the  attention  of  every  serious  mind  to  the 
personal  interest  of  the  sinner  in  the  atonement  of  the  cross. 
Ye  are  sinners,  says  our  Lord  to  the  Jews;  and  in  such  sort 
sinners,  that  notwithstanding  your  being  God's  chosen  people 
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— notwithstanding  your  dependence  upon  the  promises  made 
to  your  father  Abraham — notwithstanding  your  eoniidence 
in  the  sacrilices  and  ex2)iations  of  the  law  given  you  by  Moses 
— yet  as  Abraham  saw  my  day,  and  though  afar  oif,  rejoiced 
and  was  glad,  and  by  faith  in  the  promise  only  was  justified 
and  accejited,  and  as  Moses  himself,  and  your  law  with  all 
its  provisions,  were  but  types  of  me,  and  pointed  to  me,  so 
must  you  also,  by  personally  believing  in  or  rejecting  me, 
be  partakers  of  the  promise,  or  be  cut  oft'  from  the  hope  of 
Israel.  "Moses  gave  you  not  that  bread  from  heaven,  but 
my  Father  giveth  you  the  true  bread  from  heaven."  "I  am 
that  bread  of  life."  "I  am  the  living  bread  which  came 
down  from  heaven;  if  any  man  eat  of  this  bread  he  shall  live 
for  ever."  "Yerily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  he  that  believeth 
on  me  hath  everlasting  life." 

In  like  manner  it  is  said  to  each  one  of  us — Ye  are  sinners, 
and  no  otherwise  than  by  faith  in  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God,  can  you  escape  either  from  your  sins  or  the  awful  pen- 
alty denounced  against  them  by  the  unchangeable  law  of  God. 

But  as  with  the  Jews  so  with  us,  my  hearers.  Though  he 
tells  us  the  truth,  and  because  it  is  the  truth,  and  we  feel 
assured  that  it  is  the  truth  by  a  testimony  not  to  be  mista- 
ken, yet  too  often  we  believe  him  not.  That  is,  we  do  not 
act  upon  the  conviction  thence  arising,  as  w^e  usually  do  on  far 
inferior  interests,  from  convictions  which  have  less  certainty. 

For  instance:  were  I  to  ask  this  congregation,  man  by  man 
and  woman  by  woman,  whether  they  did  not  know  and  feel, 
in  other  words,  were  convinced,  that  they  were  sinners,  in 
the  Scripture  sense  of  the  word,  and  as  such  could  have  no 
confidence  in  themselves  to  meet  with  safety,  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God,  would  there  be  any  found  who  could 
honestly  say'  that  they  even  doubted  about  it?  Yet  many  I 
fear  would  have  to  say,  in  the  same  honesty,  that  this  sense 
of  sin  had  never  been  so  attended  to  and  acted  upon  as  to 
drive  them  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  physician  of  souls.  But 
were  I  to  ask  the  same  persons,  whether,  when  laboring  under 
a  bodily  disease  they  thus  act  or  in  managing  a  temporal 
interest  they  thus  hesitate,  and  put  oft'  what  is  needful,  would 
they  not  be  obliged  to  answer  difterently?  Yet  surely  the 
danger  from  a  bodily  disease,  or  the  loss  or  gain  of  a  tempo- 
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ral  interest,  is  neither  so  certain  or  so  great  as  in  tlie  case  af 
the  soul.  'Nov  can  there  reasonably  be  supposed  the  same 
ground  of  reliance  on  the  judgment  of  a  friend,  the  skill  of  a 
physician,  or  on  the  efficacy  of  the  counsel  and  means  which 
they  advise,  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

By  this  analogy,  then,  let  us  be  instructed,  my  friends.  For 
as  surely  as  a  curable  distemper  may  prove  mortal  to  the 
body  when  the  skill  of  the  physician  and  the  means  he  pre- 
scribes are  neglected,  so  will  the  disease  of  sin  prove  fatal  to 
the  soul  unless  arrested  in  its  progress  by  the  grace  of  the 
gospel,  and  deprived  of  its  virulence  by  the  blood  of  Christ. 

"If  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins." 

Tliis  mode  of  expressing  himself,  made  use  of  by  our  Lord, 
called  the  Jews  at  once  to  consider  and  compare  the  circum- 
stances predicted  of  their  Messiah  with  what  was  passing  be- 
fore their  eyes.  And,  had  prejudice  and  prepossession  al- 
lowed them  to  search  those  Scriptures  to  which  he  so  often 
referred  them,  they  must  have  seen  the  fulfilment  of  pro- 
phecy stand  out  in  such  bold  relief  as  to  draw  from  their 
whole  nation  the  acknowledgment  of  Nathaniel — "Rabbi, 
thou  art  the  Son  of  God,  thou  art  the  King  of  Israel." 

That  this  was  a  mode  of  speaking  familiar  to  the  Jews, 
when  their  expected  Messiah  was  the  subject,  wo  learn  from 
different  instances  of  its  use  in  the  Scriptures.  Thus,  when 
Philip,  obeying  the  Saviour's  call,  communicated  the  cir- 
cumstance to  JSTathaniel,  "We  have  found  him,"  says  he,  "of 
whom  Moses  in  the  law  and  the  prophets  did  write,  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  the  son  of  Joseph."  And  when  John  the  Baptist, 
desirous  to  satisfy  his  disciples  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah, 
sent  them  to  him,  his  message  was  expressed  in  the  same  pe- 
culiar mode  of  speaking — '"Art  thou  He  that  should  come, 
or  do  we  look  for  another?"  And  that  it  was  purposely 
fnade  use  of  by  our  Lord  on  this  occasion,  we  have  good  rea- 
son to  infer  from  his  answer  to  John's  message — "Go  and 
show  John  again  those  things  which  ye  do  hear  and  see;  the 
blind  receive  their  sight,  and  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are 
cleansed  and  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  raised  up  and  the 
poor  have  the  gospel  preached  unto  them,"  AVhich  answer, 
as  it  is  a  literal  application  of  the  prophecies  to  the  times  and 
marks  of  the  Messiah,  so  was  it  intended  to  give  to  them  and 
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to  all  other  inquirers,  tliat  substantial  and  convincing  evidence 
which  springs  from  the  coincidence  of  a  deep  and  wonderful 
counsel,  a  declared  purpose,  and  an  exact  fultihnent;  com- 
pared with  which  no  other  proof  possesses  so  complete  a  pow- 
er over  the  understanding,  neither  is  any  other  so  marked 
with  the  impress  of  heaven,  or  so  well  calculated  to  produce 
conviction  in  every  fair  and  unprejudiced  mind.  Hence  it 
was  that  our  Lokd  made  use  of  it  to  confirm  to  his  immediate 
disciples  the  other  proofs  they  had  of  his  person  and  charac- 
ter— "Now  I  tell  you  before  it  come,  that  when  it  is  come  to 
pass  ye  may  believe  that  I  am  he."  And  hence  the  effect 
which  they  have  recorded  that  it  produced  upon  their  faith — 
"When,  therefore,  he  was  risen  from  the  dead,  his  disciples 
remembered  that  he  had  said  this  unto  them,  and  they  be- 
lieved the  Scripture,  and  the  word  which  Jesus  had  said." 
In  which,  let  it  be  observed  and  remembered,  that  it  was  not 
simply  our  Lord's  ability  to  foretell  future  events  which  con- 
iirmed  his  disciples,  but  the  plain  and  evident  connexion  and 
agreement  of  long  recorded  prophecies  with  the  person  and 
character  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  time  of  his  appearing,  and  the 
events  of  his  life  and  death.  Tlie  former  would  have  entitled 
him  to  the  prophetic  character  only,  in  which  he  had  many 
predecessors,  but  the  latter  pointed  him  out  as  the  object 
and  end  of  all  prophetic  inspiration,  the  promised  "seed  of 
the  woman,"  the  "angel  of  the  covenant,"  the  "Shiloh"  unto 
whom  "the  gathering  of  the  people"  should  be,  the  great 
prophet  whom  Moses  told  the  Israelites  God  would  "raise  up 
unto  them  of  their  brethren,  the  Lord  God  of  the  holy  pro- 
phets," the  expected  Messiah  of  the  Jews,  the  appointed  and 
only  Saviour  of  sinners,  "God  manifest  in  the  flesh,"  to  "de- 
stroy the  works  of  the  devil,"  "God  over  all,  blessed  for 
ever."  And,  therefore,  they  not  only  believed  his  word,  but 
they  believed  in  him  as  "he  that  should  come,  their  Lord 
and  their  God." 

"If  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins." 
Tlie  purchase  of  mercy  for  a  ruined  world,  and  the  proper 
propitiation  for  the  sin  which  produced  and  continued  that 
ruin,  can  be  declared  only  by  Him  who  is  the  fountain  of 
mercy,  and  to  whom  the  atonement  was  to  be  made:  man 
has  nothing  to  do  with  it  but  to  accept  or  refuse  it;  and  we 
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may  assume,  mthout  danger  of  contradiction,  that  had  heaven 
been  silent  on  its  high  and  holy  purposes  towards  fallen  man, 
it  never  would  have  entered  into  his  heart  to  conceive  either 
this  or  any  other  mode  of  reconciliation  and  restoration.  It 
is  so  far  above  and  beyond  the  conception  and  reach  of  the 
^'natural  man,"  yea,  it  is  such  "foolishness"  to  him,  even  when 
made  known,  that  we  safely  thus  conclude.  Yet  in  its  great 
outline  it  is  written  in  the  heart  of  every  living,  thinking  be- 
ing, and  we  can  trace  its  presence  through  the  long  hidden, 
and  unconnected  islands  of  the  great  deep,  through  the  lead- 
ing features  of  Heathen  superstition,  through  the  sacrifices 
and  expiations  of  the  Jews,  to  the  fulfilment  of  what  these  all 
shadowed  out  in  "the  offering  up  of  the  body  of  Christ  once 
for  all." 

It  is  on  this  universal  testimony,  that  "without  shedding  of 
blood  there  is  no  remission,"  confirmed  by  the  express  decla- 
ration of  God's  revealed  wdll,  that  we  are  called  on  and  com- 
manded to  believe  in  Christ.  As  he  was  the  true  sin-offer- 
ing, of  which  all  other  sacrifices.  Patriarchal,  Pagan,  or  Jew- 
ish, were  but  types:  as  his  blood  alone  taketh  away  the  sin 
of  the  world  by  washing  out  the  guilt  of  rebellion  against 
God;  so  hath  it  pleased  the  Almighty  Father  to  appoint,  that 
no  otherwise  than  by  faith  in  his  only  begotten  Son  can  sin- 
ful man  look  up  to  him  -with  hope;  that  no  otherwise  than 
through  faith  in  the  merits  of  his  blood  shed  for  us  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  broken  law,  can  either  original  or  actual 
guilt  be  atoned  for,  and  the  sinner  stand  justified  or  account- 
ed righteous  in  the  sight  of  a  holy  God.  And  that  no  other- 
wise than  by  the  power  and  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
in  whom  it  pleased  the  Father  that  all  fulness  should  dwell, 
can  sinful  creatures  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds 
to  that  holiness  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord. 
Hence  it  is  that  faith  in  Christ  is  so  often  put  for  the  whole 
of  religion,  that  we  are  told  that  "without  faith  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  please  God,"  that  "he  that  believeth  not  is  condemned 
already."  For,  until  we  believe  the  message  of  mercy  re- 
vealed by  and  through  Jesus  Christ  in  the  gospel,  the  wit 
of  man  cannot  invent  a  ground  of  hope  or  confidence  towards 
God,  for  that  creature  Avho  is  opposed  to  him  in  all  his 
thoughts  and  in  all  his  ways.     But  in  believing,  all  things 
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are  made  possible;  God  can  be  just  and  tlie  justifier  of  him 
that  believeth  in  Jesus;  the  world,  sin,  death,  and  hell,  can 
be  overcome  by  faith  in  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  and 
heaven  with  all  its  glories  realized  to  him  who  walks  by  faith 
and  not  by  sight;  while  to  the  unbeliever  there  is  nothing 
possible,  because  there  is  no  motive,  neither  is  there  any 
help  promised  or  given.  He  may,  indeed,  and  most  gene- 
rally he  does,  to  tranquilize  the  indwelling  fears  of  his  mis- 
giving conscience,  patch  up  some  motley  system  of  belief  for 
himself,  in  which  he  fashions  a  God  after  his  own  liking,  and 
draws  largely  on  revelation  for  the  mercy  it  holds  out,  with- 
out once  thinking,  that  the  Scripture  cannot  be  broken — that 
revelation  is  a  whole,  and  must  be  taken  altogether  or  not  at 
all;  that  we  can  know  nothing  of  God,  as  a  God  of  mercy, 
but  by  the  revelation  of  Christ  and  his  cross;  and  that  taking 
a  part  of  what  is  revealed,  will  only  condemn  him,  by  prov- 
ing that  he  had  the  whole,  and  thence  makes  God  a  liar,  by 
discrediting  the  testimony  he  hath  therein  given  to  his  only 
begotten  Son. 

"If  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins." 
This  is  the  issue  which  the  gospel  is  furnished  to  make  up 
with  us  all,  my  friends.  If  we  are  not  sinners,  we  need  nei- 
ther its  mercy,  its  atonement,  or  its  grace,  and  the  Bible  is  a 
libel  on  human  nature;  but  if  we  are  sinners,  in  the  true 
meaning  of  the  word,  that  is,  aliens  from  God  by  virtue  of  a 
most  just  sentence  already  pronounced,  enemies  to  his  purity 
and  holiness  in  our  desires  and  our  actions,  without  help  or 
means  in  ourselves  to  renew  our  nature  and  regain  his  favor, 
mercy  on  me!  by  what  name  shall  they  be  called  who  ven- 
ture upon  eternity  in  this  condition  with  the  gospel  sounding 
in  their  ears?  On  such  an  issue,  of  whom  should  we  take 
counsel,  my  hearers?  The  sure  word  of  God,  and  its  coun- 
terpart in  our  own  hearts,  or  the  vain  inventions  and  shallow 
reasonings  of  men  like  ourselves?  Have  we  not  within  us, 
yea,  even  those  w]io  dispute  against  it,  have  we  not  the  wit- 
ness that  we  cannot  answer  even  one  of  a  thousand  of  the  fair 
and  just  claims  of  Him  who  made  and  redeemed  us,  upon 
the  love  and  obedience  of  his  creatures;  have  we  not  without 
us  the  speaking  witness  of  our  ruin,  in  the  frame  of  both  the 
natural  and  moral  world,  disordered,  disjointed,  and  out  of 
[Vol.  2,— *15.] 
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course;  storms  and  tempests,  earthquakes  and  volcanoes,  wars 
and  pestilence,  poverty  and  nakedness,  cold  and  hunger, 
marring  the  beauty  and  breaking  in  upon  the  arrangement 
of  the  natural  world,  and  darkness  and  ignorance,  sorrow  and 
suffering,  disease  and  death,  lording  it  over  the  image  of 
God,  and  over  the  unconscious  creatures  he  hath  made?  And 
did  he  make  them  to  this  end,  brethren?  Is  eitlier  natural 
or  moral  evil  the  creature  of  a  perfectly  pure,  wise,  and  om- 
nipotent Being?  i^o,  my  friends,  Gou  forbid  you  should 
think  it;  what  came  from  his  creating  hands  came  forth 
"very  good."  But  sin  entered  and  the  curse  followed,  wliich 
for  our  sakes  extended  even  to  things  which  cannot  sin; 
"Cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake."  Sad  proof  of  the  ha- 
tred and  abhorrence  with  which  God  regards  sin,  and  speak- 
ing argument  to  us  to  escape  from  its  snare. 

O  my  dear  hearers,  let  us  listen  to  the  faithful  counsel  of 
our  heavenly  Father,  confirmed  as  it  is  by  all  that  we  see 
around  us,  and  by  all  that  we  feel  within  us — above  all,  let 
us  look  to  the  convincing  demonstration  of  his  hatred  of  sin 
and  love  to  poor  sinners,  manifested  in  "laying  upon  his  be- 
loved Son  the  iniquity  of  us  all,"  and  exacting  from  him  the 
penalty  which  all  creation  could  not  pay.  Look  to  that  com- 
passionate Saviour  who  gave  himself  for  us,  the  just  for  the 
nnjust,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God;  who  took  upon  him 
our  nature,  that  he  might  teach  us,  die  for  us,  and  save  us, 
and  rose  again  from  the  dead  that  we  might  have  a  hope  be- 
yond the  grave. 

Hear  him,  this  day,  calling  upon  you — "Come  unto  me, 
all  ye  ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  saved."  Hear  him  reproacii- 
ing  you — "you  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  have 
life;"  and  hear  all  his  invitations  and  reproofs  echoed  back 
upon  your  souls  in  the  solemn  warning — "If  ye  believe  not 
that  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins." 

But  what  is  it  to  die  in  our  sins?  It  is  to  enter  upon  an 
eternal  existence  with  the  curse  of  God  upon  our  souls,  to 
pass  the  intermediate  state  in  a  "certain  fearful  looking  for 
of  judgment,  and  fiery  indignation  which  shall  consume  the 
adversary."  It  is  to  rise  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day, 
with  the  claims  of  the  law  in  full  force  against  us  for  every 
violation  of  its  holy  and  unchangeable  precepts,  without  a 
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filiield  from  its  justice,  a  refuge  from  its  vengeance,  or  a  plea 
for  inercj;  to  appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ  with 
warnings  slighted,  op})ortunities  neglected,  mercies  abused, 
and  love,  bleeding  love,  despised.  It  is  to  be  banished  for 
■ever  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his 
power,  to  dwell  with  unceasing  regret,  unmixed  despair,  and 
<3verlasting  burnings. 

O,  my  poor  fellow  sinners,  be  persuaded  to  think  of  these 
things  now,  as  you  will  surely  think  of  them  then.  Fur,  if 
but  to  hear  of  them  from  the  lips  of  a  minister  of  Chkist,  and 
a  poor  dying  creature  like  yourselves,  makes  your  heart  to 
siidv  witliin  you,  what  will  it  be  when  you  hear  them  from 
the  lips  of  the  Lokd  Jesus  himself,  when  the  thunder  of  hea- 
ven proclaims  the  irrevei'sible  sentence,  "Depart  ye  cursed 
into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  fur  the  devil  aiid  his  angels." 

OhI  the  horror  of  that  moment,  when  unbelief  stands  aghast 
at  the  sound  of  the  last  trumpet — when  the  earth,  heaving 
into  life,  gives  up  its  buried  millions  to  judgment — when  a 
burning  world  and  a  blazing  heaven  proclaim  the  pollution 
"of  sin  by  passing  through  the  purification  of  fire  for  having 
witnessed  it — when  the  gospel  sinner  sees  the  Judge  of  quick 
and  dead  appear  in  his  glory,  with  the  powers  of  heaven  in 
his  train  and  the  marks  of  the  cross  in  his  person — when 
hope  dies  for  ever  and  the  secund  death  seizes  upon  those 
who,  in  their  day  of  grace,  might  have  come,  but  they  would 
not.  And  shall  we  risk  it,  my  friends,  against  truth,  against 
reason,  against  conscience,  against  interest,  against  demon- 
stration— shall  we  risk  it  upun  the  weak  and  beggarly  ele- 
ments of  a  reason  that  would  be  WMser  than  God — upon  the 
authority  of  men  like  ourselves,  who  caimot  give  to  God  a 
ransom  for  their  own  souls  nor  redeem  their  brother  from 
the  grave?  God  forbid!  To  whom,  then,  can  we  go  but  to 
Him  who  has  the  words  of  eternal  life,  who  calls  upon  you 
to  make  your  peace  with  God  by  hearty  repentance  and  true 
faith,  and  this  day  sets  bef  jre  you  the  unchangeable  condi* 
tion  of  gospel  hope  and  gospel  mercy  in  the  words  of  my 
text — "For  if  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in 
vour  sins." 


SERMON   XIX. 

LIFE   AND  IMMORTALITY   BROUGHT  TO   LIGHT   BY   THE   GOSPl'L. 

2  Timothy  i.  10. 

Who  hath  abolished  death,  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  b* 
the  gospel. 

The  particular  exhortations  to  Timothy  to  be  earnest,  stead 
fast,  and  constant,  in  the  profession  and  practice  of  religion, 
and  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a  minister  of  Chrisi 
and  ruler  in  the  Church,  are  grounded  on  the  facts  declared 
in  ray  text;  and  as  those  facts  have  a  proportional  beariui;' 
upon  every  man  who  heai-s  them  proclaimed,  their  applica- 
tion is  universal.  As  death  and  judgment  await  as  well  pri. 
vate  Christians  as  public  teachers  of  religion,  as  well  those 
who  make  no  profession  of  and  have  no  concern  with  religion 
as  those  who  do  and  are  openly  engaged  on  the  Lord's  side, 
all,  without  exception,  are  concerned  to  consider  and  lay  u^ 
heart  the  infinite  consequences  which  follow  from  the  discov- 
eries made  to  us  of  another  state  of  being. 

Mankind,  indeed,  are  universally  under  the  impression  that 
there  is  a  life  after  this  present  one,  and  they  are  also  aware 
in  some  good  degree,  that  its  chief  purpose  will  be  to  reward 
the  good  and  punish  the  wicked;  but  it  is  only  by  the  resiii-- 
rection  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  which  we 
this  day  celebrate,  that  the  full  and  explicit  knowledge  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  that  life,  and  of  the  manner  in  whicli 
it  will  aflfect  us,  is  confirmed  to  our  faith.  Hence  the  doc- 
trine of  a  future  state  is  not  only  the  comprehensive  and  con- 
clusive argument  wliich  the  apostle  makes  use  of  to  enforce 
upon  Timothy  the  private  and  public  observance  of  his  own 
particular  duties,  but  that  also,  which  applies  to  every  othei- 
individual  in  the  world,  according  to  the  measure  which  it 
has  pleased  God  to  deal  out  to  him.  In  this  respect  God 
hath  no  wliere  left  himself  without  witness;  for  the  conclu- 
sions reason  is  able  to  come  to  from  the  impression  of  a  fu- 
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ture  state,  are  all  in  favor  of  that  fear  and  reverence  of  Al- 
tniglity  God  which  leads  to  obedience  of  his  holy  law,  whe- 
ther tliat  be  the  law  written  on  the  heart,  or  the  law  of  love 
and  life  proclaimed  in  the  gospel. 

To  consider  seriously,  then,  the  doctrine  declared  in  nay 
text,  is  to  open  the  door  for  the  claims  of  religion  to  engage 
onr  attention.  For  religion  is  just  what  God.  in  his  wisdom, 
has  been  pleased  to  appoint,  to  prepare  us  for  a  happy  eter- 
nity— is  just  what  is  requisite  to  assimilate  us  otherwise  sinful 
creatures  to  his  pure  and  holy  nature,  that  we  may  be  capable 
of  enjoying  the  glory  and  blessedness  of  his  presence,  and, 
in  a  state  of  endless  being,  reap  those  rich  reward-s  which  his 
loving  mercy  hath  prepared  and  promised  to  all  who  believe 
and  obey  him.  While  to  banisii  from  our  minds  this  awaken- 
ing subject,  to  occupy  our  thoughts  with  present  and  sensible 
thinffs,  is  to  exclude  all  entrance  to  the  fear  of  God  in  our 
hearts,  all  reverence  for  him  in  our  lives.  For,  to  the  man 
who  never  realizes  another  life,  religion,  or  what  is  the  same 
thing,  the  love  and  service  of  God,  can  present  no  obligations. 
In  fact,  there  might  as  well  be  no  God. 

When  this  universal  impression  of  a  future  being  is  con- 
firmed by  express  revelation;  when  the  otherwise  dark  and 
dubious  conjectures  of  our  anxious  minds  ai'e  put  to  rest  and 
cleared  up  by  the  explicit  confirmation  of  the  gospel;  and 
when,  what  all  must  wish  for,  but  none  could  attain  unto, 
has,  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Chuist,  become  the  birth- 
right and  inheritance,  as  it  were,  of  Christian  lands,  it  must 
be  profitable  both  to  those  who  receive  and  those  who  reject 
the  light,  to  examine  and  consider  what  Christianity  teaches 
concerning  a  life  to  come,  and  then  apply  the  instruction  it 
shall  give  us — v/hich  life  to  come  "is  now  made  manifest  by 
the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  abolished 
death;  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  by  the  gospel.'^ 

I.  First,  if  there  is  another  life  after  this,  our  present  life 
must  form  a  part  of  it,  or  be  in  some  way  connected  with  it. 

We  are,  accordingly,  informed  and  assured  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, that  our  present  life  is  a  state  of  reprieve  and  proba- 
tion— that  it  flows  from  God's  free  mercy,  by  the  mediation 
of  Jesus  Christ — that  it  is  intended  to  ascertain  who  are  fit 
objects  of  God's  further  mercy  in  everlasting  salvation,  upon 
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tlie  gracious  conditions  of  the  new  covenant,  or  fit  only  for 
the  everlasting  exercise  of  his  wrath,  as  irreclaimable,  im- 
penitent, unbelieving,  and  disobedient.  The  purpose  of  the 
present  lile,  then,  is  to  prepare  ourselves,  by  victory  over 
sin  and  the  attainment  of  holiness,  for  another  which  is  to 
follow  it;  and  the  duties  which  religion  requires,  and  the 
grace  or  assistance  afforded,  are  in  order  to  enable  us  to  attain 
this  end;  while  the  judgment  we  have  to  meet  is  to  ascertain 
who  have  and  whu  liave  not  made  this  wise  improvement  of 
God's  sparing  mercy. 

Hence,  we  learn  that  every  part  of  our  present  behaviour 
will  be  strictly  and  impartially  iufpiired  into,  and  our  th(jughts 
as  well  as  our  actions  laid  open  before  the  Searcher  of  hearts, 
*'who  will  render  to  evevy  man  according  to  his  deeds;  to 
them  whtj  by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing,  seek  for 
glory,  and  honc^r,  and  immortality,  eternal  life;  but  to  them 
who  are  contentious,  and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey 
unrighteousness,  indignation,  and  wrath,  tribulation  and 
anguish,  upon  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil;  but  glory, 
honor,  and  peace,  to  evei-y  man  that  worketh  good,  without 
respect  of  persons." 

This  is  the  great  and  fundamental  discover}^  of  the  gospel 
on  the  condition  of  our  future  life — that  the  righteous  shall 
be  rewarded  and  the  wicked  punished  everlastingly,  is  the 
express  declaration  of  God's  word,  repeated  in  more  instances 
than  I  have  time  to  quote,  and  varied  under  every  mode  of 
expression  wiiich  can  engage  attention,  excite  hope,  or  alarm 
fear.  .\nd  this,  perhaps,  to  tiie  fuilher  purpose  of  counter- 
acting the  fatal  pro}"»ensity  so  frequent  in  the  Christian  world, 
of  a  careless,  unfounded  trust  for  salvation  in  that  love  and 
mercy  of  God  which  shines  so  bright  in  the  gift  of  Jesds 
Chkist,  without  once  reflecting,  that  this  and  every  other 
instance  of  God's  goodness  is  intended  to  lead  us  to  repent- 
ance, to  faith,  to  holiness,  and  unless  it  produces  this  effect, 
will  only  the  more  deeply  condemn  us — without  once  con- 
sidering, that  mercy,  however  large  and  free,  if  unsought, 
unfound,  here,  cannot  be  obtained  hereafter,  and  that  "with- 
out holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord." 

We  may  certainly  collect,  then,  from  the  Scripture  account 
of  our  future  life,  that  it  will  be  a  state  in  which   men  will 
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reap  the  fruit  of  their  doings  in  the  present  life — in  which 
the  reward  of  their  hands  shall  be  given  them — in  which  "he 
that  soweth  to  the  flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption,  but 
he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  ever- 
lasting." 

II.  Secondly,  if  there  is  another  life  in  connexion  with  this, 
the  means  of  attaining  it  must  be  within  our  reach. 

To  keep  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear,  and  break  it  to  the 
hope,  is  truly  the  character  of  the  "father  of  lies,"  not  of  the 
"Father  of  mercies  and  God  of  all  comfort  and  consolation." 
And  as  God  in  his  mercy  hath  seen  fit  to  reprieve  sinners 
from  eternal  death,  and  to  put  them  once  more  on  trial  for 
eternal  life,  he  who  doeth  all  things  well  must  have  furnished 
them  to  profit  by  this  wonderful  display  of  his  wisdom  and 
love;  and  we  are  bound  to  believe,  whatever  specious  objec- 
tions may  be  brought  against  the  doctrine,  that  every  human 
being  under  the  sound  of  the  gospel,  to  go  no  farther,  though 
I  am  willing  to  include  tiie  race  of  Adam,  is  provided,  by  the 
undertaking  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  escape  that  eternal  death 
from  which  he  is  reprieved,  to  overcome  that  sin  which  en- 
tailed it  upon  him,  to  attain  tliat  holiness  required  by  the 
gospel,  and,  as  its  reward,  that  eternal  life  which  is  yet  the 
free  gift  of  Gou  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  With  this 
view  of  the  subject  agrees  the  whole  tenor  of  revelation. 
"God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  to  himself"  "For 
GoD  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world, 
but  that  the  world  through  him  might  be  saved."  "God  made 
him  who  knew  no  sin,  to  be  sin  for  us,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."  "God  so  loved  the 
world  that  he  gave  liis  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 
Accordingly,  of  Jesus  Christ  and  his  undertaking  for  us,  we 
are  taught  to  believe  that  he  tasted  death  for  every  man;  that 
he  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all;  that  the  atonement  of  his 
deatli  is  as  extensive  as  human  sin;  that  he  is  the  propitiaton 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world;  that  because  he  humbled 
himself  and  became  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the 
cross,  therefore  God  also  jjath  highly  exalted  him,  that  he 
might  be  head  over  all  things  to  his  Church,  in  which  he 
rules  as  a  Son  in  his  own  house;  that  when  he  ascended  up 
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on  bigli,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts  unto  men, 
even  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  abide  continually  with  his  Church, 
to  convince,  convert,  and  save;  that,  having  overcome  death 
and  him  that  had  power  of  it,  and  having  all  things  com- 
mitted unto  him  of  the  Father,  he  proclaims  to  a  lost  world, 
"Come  unto  me  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  saved." 
"Him  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out."  "He 
that  believetli  on  me,  as  the  Scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his 
belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water."  "He  that  believeth  on 
me  hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day." 
Of  the  Holy  Spirit  we  are  taught  to  believe,  that  by  his 
operations  upon  our  hearts,  we  are  enlightened  and  quicken- 
ed from  a  state  of  spiritual  death  to  one  of  life  and  knowledge; 
that  by  his  convincing  power  we  are  brought  to  a  right  sense 
of  the  heinous  nature  of  sin,  and  enabled  to  resolve  against 
it;  that  by  his  sanctifying  grace  we  are  renewed  in  the  spirit 
of  our  minds  to  love  God  and  to  serve  him  in  holiness,  to  be- 
lieve his  word,  to  trust  his  promise,  and  to  embrace  the  offer 
of  his  mercy  in  and  through  Jksus  Christ  as  our  onl]^  hope 
of  eternal  life;  that  in  the  great  work  of  our  salvation,  from 
first  to  last,  it  is  by  the  Holy  Ghost  that  God  works  in  us  to 
will  and  to  do;  and  that  as  it  is  by  him  only  that  we  are  pre- 
pared for  glory,  so  by  him  are  we  raised  from  the  dead   to 
partake  of  it.     Such  is  the  wonderful  provision  of  the  love  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  bring  back  a  world  of  fallen,  sinful 
creatures  to  himself;  and  by  the  gospel  the  gracious  invitation 
is  given  to  all,  the  means  are  offered  to  all,  and  it  is  pro- 
claimed even  to  the  chief  of  sinners — "ask  and  ye  shall  re- 
ceive, seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened 
unto  you."     And  it  is  surely  a  much  more  reasonable  as  well 
as  scriptural  method  of  accounting  for  the  disregard  mani- 
fested for  the  gospel,  to  ascribe  it  to  the  perverseness  of  human 
nature,  to  the  power  of  the  god  of  this  world  in  blinding  the 
minds  of  them  that  will  not  believe,  to  the  love  of  sin,  or  to 
any  cause  rather  than  to  some  secret  reserve  on  the  part  of 
Almighty  God,  at  war  with  the  plain  declarations  of  his  pub- 
lic message  by  his  only  begotten  Son,  however  right  and  just 
such  a  proceeding  may  be  shown  in  the  abstract  to  be,  and 
most  consistent,  in  the  view  of  man's  wisdom,  with  the  claims 
of  his  unlimited  sovereignty.     Nc>,  my  fellow  sinners,  there 
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is  no  bar  to  the  mercy  of  the  gospel  but  yourselves — "the 
Spirit  and  the  bride  say  come,  and  let  him  that  heareth  say 
come,  and  let  him  that  is  athirst  come,  and  whosoever  will 
let  him  come,  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely."  If  you 
are  not  athirst  for  the  water  of  life,  it  is  because  you  Ijave 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  warning  of  God's  word,  to  the  testi- 
mony therein  given  to  your  lost  condition;  it  is  because  you 
stifle  the  convictions  of  your  conscience,-  awakened  by  the 
Holt  Spirit,  and  drive  him  from  you;  it  is  because  you  love 
the  pleasures  of  sin  and  the  vanities  of  the  world  more  than 
your  immortal  souls;  it  is  because  you  will  not  believe  even 
one  who  has  arisen  from  the  dead,  to  reveal  to  you  the  un- 
speakable interests  which  await  you  beyond  the  grave,  and 
are  dependent  for  their  everlasting  ha])piness  or  misery  on 
the  present  short,  fleeting,  and  uncertain  state  oi  being;  it  is 
because  you  receive  not  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it  that  you 
might  be  saved;  it  is  because  you  will  not  come  to  the  light, 
lest  your  deeds  should  be  rei)roved;  and  not  because  God 
either  withholds  his  grace  or  restrains  you  from  profiting  by 
it.  No,  he  this  day  calls  upon  you  to  repent  and  believe  the 
gospel;  he  ofl^ers  you  the  sacrifice  of  his  only  Son  to  atone  for 
your  sins,  the  grace  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  I'cnew  your  hearts, 
the  comfort  of  his  precious  pi-omises  to  strengthen  your  weak 
endeavors,  the  terrors  of  his  avenging  wi-uth  to  alarm  your 
guilty  fears,  a  judgment  revealed  to  determine  your  ever- 
lasting condition,  and  eternity  awaiting  you  to  crown  with 
its  endless  sanctions  the  part  you  shall  now  take.  O  that  his 
light  may  this  day  dawui  upon  your  souls  with  life  and  power, 
that  you  may  be  no  longer  faithless  but  believing,  and  en- 
abled to  choose  that  good  part  which  shall  not  be  taken  from 
you.  For  your  eternal  interest  is  now  depending,  and  de- 
pending upon  yourselves.  The  terms  of  the  gospel,  life  and 
death,  are  set  before  you.  Your  condition  in  the  future  world 
will  be  determined  by  your  behaviour  in  this.  Eternal  life, 
through  the  free  and  undeserved  gift  of  God  through  Jesus 
CuRisT,  can  no  otherwise  be  obtained  by  us  than  by  our  own 
most  earnest  and  unremitting  endeavors  to  become  worthy 
of  it,  by  that  ])ersonal  holiness  which  is  the  crown  of  religion; 
for  he  that  will  be  saved,  njust  work  out  his  own  salvation 
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in  the  fear  of  God,  and  as  God  has  appointed,  now  while  it 
is  called  to-day. 

In  what  is  thus  revealed  to  us  in  the  word  of  God,  of  a 
future  state,  and  of  the  means  provided  for  our  attainment 
of  its  blessedness,  we  find  the  whole  adapted  to  our  weak  and 
infirm  condition,  my  hearers,  yet  so  adapted  as  to  give  no 
encouragement  to  sin,  no  excuse  to  indolence  and  careless- 
ness, no  hope  to  the  fearful  and  unbelieving,  which  is  a  strong 
and  convincing  ai'gument  that  it  is  not  of  man,  neither  by 
man,  but  the  wisdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  love  of  God, 
manifested  to  advance  his  glory  in  the  salvation  of  souls. 
And  a  strong  and  instant  appeal  it  is  to  all  who  hear  the 
jo3'ful  sound  of  the  gospel,  not  to  trifle  with  their  day  of 
grace,  not  to  put  away  from  them  the  warnings  of  God's  word, 
the  convictions  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  the  reason  of  their  own 
minds,  and  the  unspeakable  interests  of  eternity. 

In  what  pertains  to  the  judgment  through  which  we  must 
all  pass  to  tjje  rewards  or  punishments  of  a  future  state,  the 
same  merciful  regard  to  our  circumstances  is  manifested  by 
our  heavenly  Father.     For  we  are  informed, 

III.  Thirdly,  that  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  is 
ordained  of  God  to  be  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead,  so  that 
the  same  person  will  pass  sentence  on  our  sins  who  suffered 
and  died  for  them. 

In  the  consideration  of  what  belongs  to  this  point  of  doe- 
trine,  it  is  hardh'  possible  to  determine  whether  there  is  in 
it  more  of  hope  for  the  penitent  believer  or  of  despair  to  the 
impenitent  sinner. 

Compassed  about  as  we  are  with  infirmity,  my  brethren, 
and  deeply  sensible  how  far  short  we  come  of  what  our  Law- 
giver and  Judge  might  righteouslj'  demand  at  our  hands,  it 
is  a  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  an  ever  to  be  praised,  proof  of 
God's  clemency  and  goodness  towards  us,  that  one  who  was 
in  all  things  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin,  who  in 
the  very  truth  of  our  nature  experienced  its  weakness,  though 
he  rose  superior  to  its  frailty,  and  therefore  knows  how  to 
have  compassion  on  the  ignorant,  and  them  that  are  out  of 
the  way,  tliat  one  who  can  be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our 
infirmities,  should,  in  the  last  resort,  be  constituted  our  Judge. 

To  the  believer  it  is  full  of  hope  and  comfort  that  he  has 
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not  to  meet  a  stranger  in  that  trying  day,  one  to  whom  he  is 
wholly  unknown,  but  one  to  whose  mediation  and  interces- 
sion he  has  often  had  recourse,  of  whose  fulness,  all  spiritual 
grace  and  advancement  has  been  wrought  in  him,  in  whose 
righteousness  alone  he  trusts,  in  whose  all-atoning  blood 
he  has  washed  and  purified  the  polluted  robes  of  his  own 
righteousness,  and  in  whose  promise  he  confides  for  eternal 
life;  while  to  the  impenitent  sinner,  all  that  Jesus  is  to  the 
believer,  is  a  source  of  the  blackest  despair.  That  unbelief 
which  he  cherished  against  the  convictions  of  his  conscience, 
is  now  put  to  flight,  by  seeing  eye  to  eye,  and  face  to  face. 
That  Jesus,  whom  he  derided  as  an  impostor,  or  acknowledged 
only  as  a  man,  now  appears  before  him  with  life  and  death 
eternal  dependent  on  his  almighty  decision.  The  judgment 
is  set  and  the  books  are  opened,  and  the  great  white  throne 
presents  to  an  admiring  universe  that  same  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
who  bore  his  cross  through  Jerusalem  to  Calvary,  who  bore 
our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  who  tasted  death  for  a 
lost  world,  and  rising  triumphant  from  the  grave,  became 
the  author  of  eternal  salvation  to  all  that  obey  him,  exalted 
as  Judge  of  quick  and  dead.  All  this  the  impenitent  gospel 
sinner  then  sees,  in  that  flood  of  uncreated  light  which  sur- 
rounds tlie  throne  of  the  Eternal.  All  this  the  gospel  sinner 
hears  in  the  thunderings,  and  lightnings,  and  voices  which 
proceed  from  the  tlirone  itself.  Wliile  memory  rolls  back 
upon  his  awakened  conscience  invitations  slighted,  warnings 
neglected,  mercies  abused,  and  time  wasted — heaven  defied, 
hell  derided,  and  judgment  dared.  That  world  which  he 
took  for  his  portion  now  rolls  a  smoking  ruin  under  his  feet. 
The  golden  god  of  his  idolatry  is  reduced  to  a  cinder.  The 
pleasures  he  pursued  have  left  only  their  sting  behind  them. 
The  morality  in  which  he  trusted,  touched  by  the  sceptre  of 
«ternal  truth,  evaporates  into  selfishness,  while  naked  and 
■defenceless  he  trem])les  before  his  righteous  Judge.  In  horror 
and  amazement,  a  plea  for  mercy  would  rush  to  his  lips;  but 
the  day  of  mercy  is  past — it  is  the  day  of  judgment!  his  own 
mouth  anticipates  the  sentence  of  the  Judge,  and  he  sinks 
into  that  bottomless  gulf,  "where  the  worm  never  dies,  and 
the  fire  never  shall  be  quenched." 

O  blessed  Lord,  thou  most  worthy  Judge  eternal,  look 
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down  upon  us  in  thy  mercy,  and  give  to  the  truth  of  thy  holy 
and  unchangeable  word  its  life  and  power.  Fasten  an  arrow 
of  conviction  in  the  heart  of  some  poor  sinner  present;  yea, 
LoED,  of  all  wlio  are  present,  that  they  may  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  and  escape  the  terrors  of  thy  great  and  dread- 
ful day,  the  horrors  of  everlasting  despair,  and  the  death  that 
never  dies. 

0  my  dear  brethren,  let  us  keep  ever  before  us  this  awful 
close  of  all  our  hopes  and  fears,  that  it  may  stir  us  up  so  to 
pass  through  things  temporal  that  we  finally  lose  not  the 
things  eternal; — that,  holding  faith  and  a  good  conscience,  we 
may  reap  a  full  reward.  In  that  awful  day,  what  will  the 
world  and  its  vanities  be  worth?  "What  advantage  will  the 
pursuits  of  ambition,  profit,  and  pleasure  then  vield  us? 
Where  will  be  the  gain  of  riches  if  we  are  not  rich  towards 
God,  rich  in  faith,  rich  in  good  works?  Bring  your  worldly 
condition  to  this  blessed  light,  my  brethren,  and  whatever  in 
it  will  not  bear  this  test,  cease  from  it,  and  put  it  away  from 
you.  For  it  is  better  to  enter  into  life  naked  of  every  worldly 
accommodation,  than,  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  to 
awake  in  hell,  being  in  torments. 

1  come,  in  the  last  place,  to  make  a  brief  application  of  the 
instruction  we  may  draw  from  the  text,  and  from  what  has 
been  said  upon  it. 

Have  we,  then,  my  friends,  realized  and  brought  near  to 
us  this  final  close  of  all  that  we  are  engaged  so  busily  and 
earnestly  about?  Have  we  ever  paused  upon  the  awakening 
thought  that  death  and  judgment  await  us,  and  that  we  are 
advancing  towards  them  as  fast  as  the  tide  of  time  can  roll 
us  onward  to  the  fated  moment,  when  the  heavens  being  on 
fire  shall  be  dissolved,  the  earth  also  and  the  works  that  are 
therein  shall  be  burnt  up?  Or  have  we  permitted  it  to  pass 
through  the  mind  as  a  speculation  of  something  distant  and 
future,  which  might  be  put  ofi"  to  a  more  convenient  season? 
Alas!  how  many  thousands  who  yet  cannot  plead  ignorance, 
are  nevertheless  as  every  way  unconcerned  about  this  event 
as  if  they  had  no  interest  whatever  in  the  mighty  determi- 
nation then  to  be  made.  How  many  millions  in  gospel  lands 
have  yet  to  awake  to  the  solemn  truth  contained  in  my  text, 
to  shake  ofi"  the  thorns  and  briers  of  worldly  occupation,  and 
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give  some  share  of  thouslit  and  attention  to  the  interests  of 
eternity.  And  even  in  this  little  assetnbl}^  where  not  a  week 
passes  without  its  honest  warning,  what  a  small  proportion 
have  brought  the  truths  of  religion  to  bear  npon  the  deep 
anxieties  of  a  dying  bed,  upon  tlie  account  which  each  must 
give  of  himself  to  God.  Alas!  how  is  it  in  these  days,  as  it 
was  in  the  days  of  Noah  and  of  Lot.  One  goes  to  his  farm, 
another  to  his  merchandise,  and  a  third  to  his  profession  or 
liis  pleasure,  regardless  of  the  certain  truth,  "that  the  day  of 
the  Lord  so  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night,"  and  of  the  only 
preparation  which  can  enable  a  fallen,  sinful  creature  to 
meet  it  with  composure. 

But,  my  hearers,  if  these  things  are  so,  "what  manner  of 
persons  ought  we  to  be"  who  profess  to  believe  them,  and 
whether  we  believe  them  or  not,  must,  nevertlieless,  meet 
them,  with  this  miserable  addition  to  our  guilt,  that  we  had 
timely  warning  and  effectual  means  to  escape  the  snare? 

If  a  day  is  lixed  and  drawing  nearer  and  nearer,  when 
Christ  will  come  to  take  account  of  his  servants,  how  ear- 
nestly engaged  should  we  be,  "that  we  may  be  found  of  him 
in  peace."  Is  it  the  part  of  prudence  to  be  careless  about  so 
great  an  event?  or  can  any  sacrifice  be  too  great  to  secure  a 
"well  done"  from  our  heavenly  Master?  Reason  says  no, 
revelation  says  no,  heaven  says  no,  hell  says  no.  Will  any 
here  present,  then,  say  yes?  i^o,  not  one  will  speak  out;  and 
yet  in  one  little  hour  how  many  will  declare  by  their  actions, 
which  speak  louder  than  words,  that  they  have  no  relish  for 
lieavenly  things — that  they  prefer  the  pleasures  of  sin,  the 
gain  of  ungodliness,  and  a  portion  in  this  life  with  the  awful 
curse  which  hallows  them  in  the  life  to  come,  to  the  incor- 
ruptible inheritance  of  a  heavenly  kingdom — to  that  fulness 
of  joy  which  beams  from  the  presence  of  God — to  those  end- 
less })leasures  which  are  at  his  right  hand  for  evermore. 

(>  that  I  could  persuade  you  to  give  as  nmch  thought  to 
^'•our  souls  as  you  do  to  your  sins;  to  bestow  as  much  labor 
on  your  eternal,  as  you  waste  u})on  your  temporal  interests — 
as  much  attention  to  be  adorned  with  righteousness  in  your 
lives,  as  with  finery  on  your  ])ersons.  Then  there  nn'ght  be 
some  hope;  but,  alas!  alas!  while  the  present  life  swalloM's  up 
the  care  and  attention  due  to  another,  what  else  can  be  ex- 
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pected  but  tliat  iniquity  should  abound,  tlie  love  of  many 
wax  cold,  and  the  leaden  slumber  of  inlidelity  settle  into  that 
deep  and  death-like  sleep,  from  which  the  voice  of  the  arch- 
angel and  the  trump  of  God  alone  shall  wake  them. 

"Awake,  then,  thou  that  slcepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead, 
and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light."  There  is  yet  one  little 
precious  hour  in  which  to  redeem  the  time  that  is  wasted — 
in  which,  by  repentance  towards  Gou  and  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  thy  ingratitude  may  be  forgotten,  thy  sins  blot- 
ted out,  and  the  renewal  of  the  Holy  Ghost  prepare  thee  to 
reap  the  rich  reward  of  everlasting  life  and  blessedness  iu 
the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  of  God. 

To  the  Christian,  in  like  manner,  the  doctrine  of  a  future 
state  is  full  of  warning  and  encouragement  at  the  same  time. 
It  warns  him  that  this  world  is  not  his  rest,  and  thereby  ena- 
bles him  to  resist  and  to  overcome  the  temptation  of  its  pros- 
perity. It  sets  before  him  a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved, 
and  thereby  engages  him  to  seek  the  best  thhigs,  to  lay  up 
his  treasure  Avhere  neither  disappointment,  or  loss,  or  decay, 
can  ever  come.  In  the  hour  of  adversity,  the  contemplation 
of  an  incorruptible  inheritance  laid  up  in  heaven  for  him, 
encourages  him  to  wait  with  faith  and  patience,  and  to  endure 
as  seeing  Him  who  is  invisible  except  to  the  eye  of  faith. 
And  even  in  the  hour  of  dissolution,  the  assurance  of  a  joy- 
ful resurrection  through  the  merits  of  a  risen  liedeemer, 
cheers  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  with  light  from 
heaven,  and  transmits  him  through  the  darkness  of  the  grave 
to  the  uncreated  light  of  God's  everlasting  presence.  His 
faith  is  built  on  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  his  hope  is  founded 
uii  the  promise  of  his  Lord.  "Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live 
also."  "I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  to  myself."  This 
is  the  anchor  of  his  soul  to  the  Christian,  the  joyful  expecta- 
tion of  which  sup})ort3  him  through  his  pilgrimage,  and 
strengthens  him  to  purify  and  prepare  himself  for  the  "well 
done"  of  his  Saviour  and  his  Judge.  It  is  the  resurrection 
of  Christ,  my  brethren,  which  gives  life  and  power  to  his 
gospel.  We  may  admire  the  holiness  of  his  life — we  may 
mourn  over  the  tragedy  of  his  death — it  is  his  resnrrection 
from  the  dead  which  makes  the  gospel  a  joyful  sound.  Take 
it  away,  or,  what  is  the  same  iu  effect,  let  it  be  disregarded, 
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unapplied,  and  of  what  wortli  is  the  gospel?  Take  it  away, 
and  to  what  purpose  should  we  celebrate  his  death  as  the 
highest  solemnity  of  religion,  or  expect  to  derive  comfort  or 
increase  of  grace  from  a  Saviour  who  himself  continued  the 
victim  of  death,  and  imprisoned  in  the  grave?  "But  now  is 
Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  and  become  the  first  fruits  of 
them  that  slept,"  therefore,  we  draw  near  to  God  with  confi- 
dence through  him  who  is  thus  "the  first  born  of  many  breth- 
ren." His  death  for  us  is  sanctified  as  a  means  of  grace  by 
the  triumph  of  his  resurrection.  The  promises  of  God  to  a 
sinful  world  are  sealed  to  every  believer  in  this  proof  that 
the  great  sin  ofi'ering  is  accepted,  and  assurance  given  to  all 
men  that  they  shall  stand  before  him  as  their  Judge. 

Let  us,  therefore,  my  brethren,  as  partakers  of  this  hope, 
keep  ever  before  us  the  gracious  purpose  of  his  life,  his  death, 
and  his  resurrection,  that,  as  he  came  to  redeem  us  from  all  in- 
iquity, we  may  purify  our  hearts  even  as  he  is  pure;  and 
drawing  near  to  this  commemoration  of  his  passion  and 
death  for  our  sins,  with  a  true  and  lively  faith,  we  may  real- 
ize the  power  of  bis  resurrection,  through  the  renewal  of  our 
spiritual  strength,  and  pass  at  last  to  our  joyful  resurrection, 
through  his  Spirit  dwelling  in  us,  who  "hath  abolished  death, 
and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  by  the  gospel." 

To  whom,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holt  Ghost,  be  all 
honor  and  glory,  world  without  end. 


SERMON   XX. 
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1  John  iv.  10. 

Herein  is  love,  not  that  wc  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his 
Son  to  be  the  j)ropitiation  for  our  sins. 

The  mercies  of  God  to  his  creatures  present  the  most  moving 
appeal  which  can  be  made  to  their  hearts;  thej  speak  a  lan- 
guage whicli  all  can  understand,  however  slow  of  heart  to 
practise  the  lesson  thej  teach.  And  as  they  are  universal  in 
their  distribution,  and  are  over  all  his  works,  they  form  the 
ground-work  of  that  condemnation  or  acquittal,  that  reward  or 
punishment,  which  his  righteous  judgment  shall  determine 
upon  them.  This  is  presented  to  us  in  man}''  shapes  in  the 
Scriptures  of  our  faith,  my  brethren,  and  many  most  affection- 
ate exhortations,  drawn  from  this  source,  are  set  forth  to 
quicken  our  languid  tempers,  and  stir  up  the  best  affections 
€f  our  souls  to  love  and  honor,  to  serve  and  please  our  un- 
wearied Benefactor.  "God  is  love,"  and  all  that  we  can  know 
and  perceive,  all  that  we  enjoy  or  suffer,  whatever  we  possess 
in  time  or  can  hope  for  in  eternity,  is  grounded  on  this  never 
t-o  be  shaken  foundation. 

His  sovereign  power,  indeed,  claims  of  right,  our  entire  duty 
and  obedience,  our  most  unreserved  submission  to  his  holy 
W'ill,  and  the  most  unqualified  disposal  of  our  destiny;  nor  is  it 
in  man,  or  in  any  created  being,  to  measure  arms  with  Jehovah. 
But  though  this  is  imprinted  on  our  hearts,  and  set  forth  in  his 
word,  as  the  unanswerable  argument  for  rational  creatures  to 
learn  the  will  of  God,  and  to  do  it,  yet  in  tlie  benignity  of  his 
pure  and  perfect  nature,  he  rather  applies  to  a  sense  of  benefits 
conferred,  of  compassion  entertained,  of  tavor  and  mercy  pro- 
mised, to  move  our  gratitude  and  win  our  willing  obedience. 

Of  tliis  I  might  cite  many  passages  and  proofs  from  the 
Scriptures,  for  it  is  but  to  open  the  Bible  to  find  them.  Yet 
have  we  a  larger  volume,  my  hearers,  in  which  to  read  this 
[Vol.  2,— *16,J 
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(quickening  truth.  We  have  only  to  open  our  eyes,  and  lo,, 
the  goodness  of  God  surrouiids  us  on  every  side'.  We  have 
but  to  look  back  on  our  past  lives,  and  to  see  and  to  realize, 
each  one  for  himself,  the  long-suffering  patience  and  for- 
bearance of  our  heavenly  Father,  -who  is  "not  willing  that 
any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance," 
and  that  whatever  is  adverse  and  unprosperous  in  our  present 
circumstances,  is  the  fruit  of  our  own  headstrong  passions,  or 
perverse  neglect  of  his  word  and  warning;  and  we  have  only 
to  consider  the  purpose  and  appointment  of  this  day  to  be 
assured  of  the  soul  comforting  truth,  that  that  God  "who  so 
loved  the  world  that  he  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  deliv- 
ered him  up  for  us  all,  will  with  him  also  freely  give  us  all 
things."  These  speaking  proofs  of  God's  love  to  a  world  of 
sinners,  as  they  are  obvious  to  all,  so  do  they  speak  to  all,  of 
those  grateful,  thankful,  and  hearty  returns  of  love  and  obe- 
dience, which  is  the  poor  but  only  acknowledgment  we  can 
pay  for  such  unequalled  goodness,  which  all  true  Christians 
feel  and  render,  and  which  the  apostle  from  whom  my  text 
is  taken  pressed  upon  his  hearers,  with  all  the  persuasiveness 
of  a  heart  wdiich  spake  out  of  the  abundance  wherewith  it 
was  filled. 

But,  my  brethren,  while  the  tender  mercies  of  our  God  are- 
thus  strong  and  imperative  in  the  claim  they  have  upon  us,, 
there  is  one  circumstance  attending  this  display  of  his  love 
and  compassion,  which  should  give  a  still  deeper  sense  of  it 
to  our  souls.  And  that  is,  that  it  was  and  is  wholly  mide- 
served — what  we  had  no  right  to  expect,  neither  could  put  in. 
any  claim  for.  This  it  is  which  gives  its  point  to  the  text,  and. 
sets  forth  "the  kindness  of  God  our  Saviour  toward  man"  in 
all  the  "breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height,  of  his" 
rich,  redeeming  "love."  This  it  is  which  St.  John  presses 
upon  Christians,  as  the  conclusive  argument  for  that  spirit  of 
love  and  fellowship  mnong  themselves,  which  is  the  new  com- 
mandment in  the  religion  of  tlie  gospel,  and  the  proof,  that 
as  disciples  of  Christ  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life. 
"Herein  is  love,"  says  he,  "not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that 
Jie  loved  us  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins." 

In  directing  your  nicditations  to  this  passage  of  Scripture, 
my  brethren,  I  shall  confine  your  attention  to  two  heads  of 
doctrine,  obviously  to  be  drawn,  from  it. 
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The  one,  that  our  salvation,  with  all  that  leads  to  it,  is  of 
mere  grace,  unsought  and  unprocurable  by  us. 

The  other,  that  this  salvation,  thus  wrought  out  and  of- 
fered to  sinners  by  the  gospel,  is  no  otherwise  attainable  than 
in  and  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

These  two  points  will  naturally  lead  to  such  practical  re- 
flections as  will  put  you  in  possession,  I  trust,  of  the  spirit  of 
the  text,  and  prepare  you  with  devout  and  understanding 
hearts  to  entertain  the  meditations  of  the  season,  and,  while 
you  hail  the  advent  of  the  Saviour  with  joyful  hearts,  pass 
forward  in  spirit  to  the  concluding  proof  of  that  love  which 
overcame  death  with  his  own  weapons,  and  opened  the  gate 
of  everlasting  life  to  redeemed  man;  while  they  may  be  made 
effectual  by  God's  good  blessing  to  awaken  consideration  in 
tliose  who,  surrounded  by  the  love  of  God  in  the  mercies  of 
the  gospel,  feel  neither  the  benefits  they  slight,  nor  the  in- 
gratitude they  are  guilty  of. 

I.  First,  that  our  salvation,  with  all  that  leads  to  it,  is  of 
mere  grace,  unsought  and  unprocurable  by  us. 

As  pride  in  some  of  its  detestable  worldngs  was  the  cause 
of  that  transgression  which  separated  man  from  his  Maker, 
and  overspread  this  poor  world  with  sin  in  all  its  varied  but 
destructive  shapes;  so  it  is  to  this  day  the  root  of  all  opjiosi- 
sition  to  and  disregard  of  the  salvation  cf  the  gospel.  As  it 
was  the  ground  work  on  which  the  devil  contrived  that  temp- 
tation which  ended  in  the  ruin  of  our  first  parents,  so  it  is 
the  great  instrument  by  which  he  takes  captive  and  holds  in 
his  snare  the  tens  of  thousands  who,  in  spite  of  warning  and 
conviction,  continue  the  servants  of  sin.  Hence  that  swell- 
ing and  rising  of  the  carnal  mind  against  this  fundamental 
doctrine  of  salvation  by  grace,  and  the  strong  propensity,  even 
in  awakened  man,  to  be  his  own  saviour,  either  in  whole  or 
in  part,  and  by  his  own  merits  to  make  out  a  title  to  the  re- 
ward of  eternal  life.  But  assuredly  pride  was  not  made  for 
man,  either  in  his  upright  or  in  his  fallen  condition;  as  a  crea- 
ture, a  created  being,  he  had  nothing  which  he  had  not  re- 
ceived, nor  could  he  rightfully  withhold  the  inward  affec- 
tions of  his  soul  or  the  outward  service  of  his  body  from  the 
grand  purpose  of  his  creation.  He  ventured,  however,  in  an 
evil  hour,  to  listen  to  the  whispers  of  pride  to  think  himself 
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or  his  adviser  wiser  than  God,  and,  in  the  ambitions  desire 
to  know  more  and  to  stand  liigher  than  belonged  to  his  sta- 
tion, he  stepped  upon  forbidden  ground  and  sunk  into  irre- 
trievable ruin.  Entertaining  in  his  heart  another  image, 
another  desire  than  of  God  himself,  the  original  likeness  in 
which  he  was  made  departed,  and  left  him  the  helpless  vic- 
tim of  sin,  spiritually  dead  and  eternally  condemned.  This 
is  no  ideal  picture,  my  friends,  but  the  simple  truth  of  man's 
condition  from  God's  true  and  faithful  word. 

In  this  state,  what  was  left  to  the  fallen  creature  wherewith 
to  undo  his  sin  and  restore  his  hope?  Could  his  betrayer 
furnish  him  to  regain  the  height  from  whence  he  was  preci- 
pitated? Alas!  he  himself  had  fallen  from  a  still  higher  ele- 
vation. Pride  had  destroyed  the  glory  even  of  the  angelic 
nature,  and  sunk  a  seraph  to  the  bottomless  pit  of  eternal  de- 
spair. "Was  there  aught  within  reach  of  the  sinner  himself 
to  atone  for  his  guilt,  to  make  satisfaction  for  his  oftence? 
Could  ages  of  sulfering  on  the  part  of  the  ofl'ender  compen- 
sate for  his  crime?  Alas!  the  offence  was  infinite,  the  offender 
a  tinite  dying  creature,  every  way  betrayed  and  undone, 
without  help,  and  devoid  even  of  hope.  Whence  came  his 
deliverance?  Blessed  be  the  Father  of  mercies,  that  we  are 
able  to  answer  this  question,  to  trace  to  its  source  both  our 
ruin  and  recovery,  and  in  the  truth  of  his  holy  word,  in  the 
help  of  his  renewing  grace,  to  know  whence  our  salvation 
cometh;  to  know  that  when  there  was  no  eye  to  pity,  no  hand 
to  save,  his  own  right  hand  and  his  holy  arm  hath  gotten 
him  the  victory,  and  wrought  out  salvation  for  us;  that  to  the 
antecedent  original  love  and  compassion  of  God  the  Father 
Almighty,  we  owe  the  whole  work  of  our  redemption.  This 
the  Scriptures  set  forth  to  us  in  a  great  number  of  places  and 
in  much  variety  of  expression,  and  our  Lord  himself  uni- 
formly teaches  this  doctrine — "I  came  not  to  do  mine  own 
will  but  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me:"  "God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  And  the 
gospel  itself,  as  containing  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation,  is 
styled  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.  Indeed,  no  doctrine 
is  more  clearly  taught  throughout  both  the  gospels  and  epis- 
tles than  this,  that  to  the  original  goodness  and  mercy  of  God 
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the  Father,  we  owe  both  the  appointment  and  acceptance  of 
the  sacrifice  of  Christ's  death  as  an  atonement  for  the  sins  of 
the  whole  M-orkl.  "God  commendeth  his  love  towards  us," 
saith  St.  Paul,  "in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners  Christ  died 
for  us;"  and  the  same  apostle  sums  up  the  whole  in  one  short 
sentence — "The  wages  of  sin  is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  is 
eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

If  saved  at  all,  then,  my  friends — that  is,  if  provision  is 
made  for  our  deliverance  from  the  curse  entailed  upon  sin, 
and  means  appointed  to  restore  the  image  of  God  in  our  souls, 
and  bring  us  back  to  that  glorious  and  happy  state  from 
whence  we  are  fallen  and  far  distant — it  must  be  altogether 
of  mere  grace  on  the  part  of  God,  nothing  moving  him  thereto 
but  the  original  inherent  compassion  of  his  natui'e,  and  pity 
for  the  work  of  his  hands,  betrayed  and  ruined  by  the  malice 
of  the  devil.  "Herein  is  love,"  my  brethren,  even  the  love 
of  God;  and  let  us  keep  it  steadily  in  view,  ascribing  to  the 
glorious  Trinit}^,  in  our  salvation,  what  is  clue  to  each  and  to 
all;  for  it  is  an  unworthy  and  improper  notion  of  Almighty 
God,  to  conceive  of  him  as  so  implacable  and  severe  that  he 
was  only  prevailed  on  by  the  interposition  of  Christ  to  have 
mercy  on  fallen  man,  as  a  passionate  man  is  sometimes  made 
to  yield  by  the  entreaties  of  his  friend.  It  is  the  undoubted 
doctrine  of  the  Scriptures,  that  while,  as  the  righteous  gov- 
ernor of  the  universe,  he  was  bound  to  punish  sin,  yet  as  "the 
Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,"  he  contrived,  appointed, 
and  accepted  those  wonderful  means,  by  which,  while  sin 
should  not  go  unpunished,  a  door  of  mercy  and  hope  was 
opened  to  the  sinner.  "Oh!  the  de])th  of  the  riches  both  of 
the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God,  how  unsearchable  are  his 
judgments,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out." 

But  our  salvation,  my  brethren,  is  shown  to  be  yet  more 
strictly  of  mere  grace,  inasmuch  as  it  was  unsought  and  un- 
procurable by  any  means  in  our  reach. 

Here,  my  friends,  we  have  an  opportunity  of  viewing  sin 
in  all  its  malignity,  not  only  in  exposing  us  to  the  loss  of  God's 
favor  and  the  terrors  of  his  wrath,  but  in  hardening  the  heart 
against  them,  and  deadening  the  spiritual  sense  to  the  desire 
to  be  delivered  from  them.  The  sinner  never  prays.  Of  this 
■we  have  a  memorable  instance  in  the  first  transgressors;  nO' 
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symptom  of  contrition,  no  sorrow  of  heart  for  the  offence  they 
have  committed  against  their  Maker  and  Benefactor,  is  man- 
ifested by  either  of  them;  they  knew  and  felt  that  they  were 
guilty,  and  their  guilt  led  them  to  hide  themselves  from  Him 
whose  voice  had  heretofore  been  music  to  their  ears;  no  sup- 
plication for  mercy,  no  prayer  for  pardon,  no  entreaty  for  a 
mitigation  of  their  sentence,  is  heard  from  them,  any  more 
than  from  their  betrayer;  nothing  is  seen  in  them  but  the 
hard  and  sullen  temper  which  disdains  acknowledgment  and 
resents  reproof.  Oh!  how  near  to  the  state  and  temper  of 
devils  does  sin  reduce  its  votaries;  yet,  at  this  very  moment, 
did  the  infinite  compassion  of  God  meet  them  with  the  mer- 
cies of  redemption,  unsought,  unprocurable.  Freely,  and  of 
his  unbounded  goodness  and  love,  did  "the  Father  of  mercies, 
the  God  of  all  comfort  and  consolation,"  while  denouncing 
the  curse  under  which  we  all  labor,  present  liis  only  and  well 
beloved  Son,  to  shield  them  and  us  their  progeny  from  the 
demands  of  the  law,  broken  and  dishonored  by  their  sin,  and 
in  due  time  to  become  that  "seed  of  the  woman"  which 
should  "In'uise  the  head  of  the  serpent;"  and  freely  did  the 
love  of  Christ  move  him  to  undertake  the  mighty  ransom  of 
them,  and  of  the  countless  millions  which  fell  in  them. 

Thus  is  our  salvation,  from  first  to  last,  my  brethren,  of 
the  mere  grace  and  unsought  favor  of  a  merciful  God. 
"Herein  is  love,"  dear  brethren,  "not  that  we  loved  God,  but 
that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for 
our  sins."  O  that  the  hard  hearts  of  the  impenitent  and  un- 
godly may  melt  and  soften  under  this  wonderful  display  of 
God's  hatred  of  their  sins  and  love  for  their  souls.  O  that 
the  proud  and  lofty  despisers  of  the  cross  of  Curist,  may  in 
this  see  on  what  a  sandy  foundation  their  self-righteous  hopes 
are  built,  and,  renouncing  their  own  righteousness,  submit 
themselves  to  "the  righteousness  of  God,  which  is  by  faith  of 
Jesus  Christ,  whom  God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  that  he  might  be  just  and  the  jus- 
tifier  of  all  that  believe  in  this  Kedeemer." 

n.  For  the  salvation  thus  wrought  out  and  offered  to  sin- 
ners by  the  gospel,  is  no  otherwise  attainable  than  through 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

This  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  express  declarations  of 
Scripture,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  thing  itself. 
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Tlie  whole  of  our  salvation  being  founded  on  the  gratuitons 
appointment  of  Almighty  God,  the  means  to  be  used  by  ns  ir 
the  attainment  of  it  must  be  ordered  and  directed  by  the  same 
all-wise  and  gracious  Being.  Inventions  and  contrivances  of 
men  can  have  no  place  in  this  great  work,  and  can  only  tend 
to  defeat  its  efficacy  on  those  who  in  this  manner  add  to  or 
take  away  from  the  "more  sure  word  of  prophecy."  The  object 
in  view  being  two-fold,  not  merely  the  deliverance  of  the  sin- 
ner from  punishment  by  the  substitution  of  an  atonement  suf- 
ficient for  the  expiation  of  his  guilt,  but,  furthermore,  the 
renewal  and  sanctification  of  his  corrupt  and  sinful  nature, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  salvation,  it  must  follow  that 
He  who  made  us,  who  saw  the  full  extent  of  our  undoing,  and 
knew  the  fittest  means  to  counteract  the  apostacy  of  account- 
able creatures,  alone  could  judge  and  appoint  what  was  most 
efiectual  to  this  end,  and  at  the  same  time  most  consonant 
with  his  own  perfections. 

Again,  as  God  was  the  party  offended  by  human  sin,  it 
rested  solely  with  himself  whether  to  accept  any,  or  what  kind 
of  atonement  for  it,  as  also  what  application  to  make  of  the 
altered  condition  of  his  creature.  It  was  net  for  the  sinner  at 
the  time,  neither  is  it  for  him  now,  to  say  by  whom  or  on 
what  conditions  he  will  be  saved.  Plis  part  is  the  deepest 
thankfulness  for  such  an  lanspeakable  gift,  with  the  most 
earnest  and  devoted  diligence  to  walk  worthy  of  it.  Thus  we 
judge  in  things  of  a  temporal  nature,  my  hearers,  and  the 
same  rule  will  equally  apply  to  those  eternal  things  now  under 
consideration.  But  when  to  this  reasoning  we  add  the  clear 
and  unequivocal  declarations  of  God's  revealed  word,  as  re- 
spects both  our  ruin  and  our  remedy,  there  can  be  no  refuge 
but  in  unbelief.  "All  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory 
of  God."  "There  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one."  "Cursed  is 
every  one  that  continueth  not,  in  all  things  written  in  the 
book  of  the  law,  to  do  them."  "As  by  one  man  sin  entered  into 
the  world,  and  death  by  sin^ — so  death  passed  upon  all  men, 
for  that  all  have  sinned."  "Therefore,  as  by  the  ofience  of 
one  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation,  even  so 
by  the  righteousness  of  one  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men 
unto  justification  of  life."  "For  when  we  were  yet  without 
strength,  in  due  time  Christ  died  for  the  ungodly."     "For 
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what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the 
flesh,  God  sending  his  own  Son,  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh, 
and  for  sin,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh."  "For  he  hath  made 
him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made 
the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."  "For  we  see  Jesus,  who 
was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  for  the  suffering  of 
death,  crowned  with  glorj  and  honor,  that  he,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  should  taste  death  for  every  man."  "Wherefore  God 
also  hath  highly  exalted  him  and  given  him  a  name  which  is 
above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and 
things  under  the  earth."  "Neitlier  is  there  salvation  in  any 
other,  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among 
men  whereby  we  must  be  saved,  only  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Nazareth."  Many  more  passages  of  Scripture  of  a 
similar  import  might  be  brought  forward,  my  brethren  and 
hearers,  but  these  I  think  quite  sufficient,  because  whoever 
can  withstand  them  would  just  as  readily  resist  the  whole 
artillery  of  the  word  of  God.  Thus  is  it  shown  you,  my  friends, 
that  our  whole  salvation  is  of  the  mere  grace  of  Almighty  God, 
undeserved,  unsought,  and  unprocurable  by  us,  and  that  no 
otherwise  is  it  attainable  by  us  than  through  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

Many  and  various  are  the  reflections,  my  brethren,  which 
rise  in  the  mind  on  a  near  view  like  this  of  the  state  and 
condition  of  accountable  creatures,  whom  a  few  short  years, 
perhaps  days,  perhaps  hours — who  can  tell? — must  consign  to 
all  the  realities  of  an  eternal  world,  to  the  righteous  judgmeiit 
of  God,  to  heaven  or  to  hell.  There  is  something  deeply  af- 
fecting in  such  a  thought,  and  the  more  so,  when  it  applies 
to  relations  and  friends,  to  neighbors  and  acquaintances,  per- 
sons whom  we  know,  for  whom  we  entertain  a  regard,  but  of 
whom  we  are  obliged  to  know  that  religious  considerations 
form  none,  or  but  a  very  small  part  in  tlieir  estimate  of  hap- 
piness. Can  it  be  because  they  do  not  believe  there  is  such 
a  thing  as  a  future  state?  This  is  next  to  impossible;  and  if 
you  ask  them  they  will  tell  you  they  have  no  doubt  of  it.  Is 
it  because  they  reject  the  revelation  God  hath  made  to  us? 
They  say  no — both  by  speech  and  otherwise,  for  not  one  of 
them  but  what  hopes  for  the  mercy  of  God  upon  his  soul;  and 
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otlierwise  than  by  revelation  we  can  none  of  us  know  any 
thing  of  mercy  with  God.  To  what,  then,  must  we  attribute 
this  almost  universal  disregard  of  the  things  that  are  most 
surely  believed  among  us?  Alas!  my  brethren,  to  what  but 
that  love  of  sin,  in  some  of  its  deceitful  shapes,  which  is 
stronger  than  all  those  cords  of  love  wherewith  God  daily  and 
liourly  draws  them  to  himself — more  powerful  than  the  com- 
passionate intreaties  of  Cjikist,  the  lively  admonitions  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  reason  and  conviction  of  their  own  minds — 
yea,  more  alluring  than  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  hardly  re- 
strained by  the  torments  of  hell.  This  is  the  cause  why  such 
multitudes  of  (jld  and  young,  of  high  and  low,  of  rich  and 
poor,  of  bond  and  free,  even  with  the  gospel  of  salvation  in 
their  hands,  prefer  j^^  portion  in  this  life,  and  live  without  God 
in  the  world.  The  aged,  too  often,  it  is  to  be  feai'ed,  have 
trifled  with  their  day  of  grace  until  it  has  passed  away  from 
them,  never  to  return.  In  the  middle  stage  of  life,  when  all 
the  faculties  are  in  perfection,  and  accountability  at  its  height, 
when  experience  might  teach  some  wisdom,  yet  then  it  is  that 
the  God  of  this  world  is  most  devoutly  worshipped.  One 
goes  to  his  farm  and  another  to  his  merchandise,  one  chases 
aml)ition  and  another  pursues  pleasure,  regardless  of  the 
steady  though  silent  approach  of  that  hour  when  it  shall  be 
said  unto  each,  ''Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul  shall  be  re- 
quired of  thee,  then  whose  shall  those  things  be"  which  thou 
hast  provided. 

In  early  life,  when  this  fleeting  scene  spreads  all  its  en- 
chantments, when  passion  warms  and  hope  flatters,  when  rea- 
son yields,  and  prudence  is  yet  remote,  it  is  but  an  unwelcome 
office  to  hint  at  the  then  far  off  things  of  eternity;  indeed  it 
is  too  comm(?nly  an  useless  one.  Yet  then  is  the  time:  ere 
the  heart  is  hardened,  and  shame  deadened,  and  the  con- 
science seared  in  the  crooked  and  cruel  paths  of  dissipated, 
sinful  pleasure.  0  for  a  warning  voice  to  reach  the  hearts 
of  the  thousands  of  young  and  comparatively  innocent  crea- 
tures who  are  now  on  the  turning  point  of  life  and  death 
eternal.  0  for  a  warning  voice  to  reach  the  hearts  of  fathers 
and  mothers,  Christians  as  well  as  others,  in  behalf  of  the 
rising  generation.  But,  alas!  so  many  fathers  and  mothers 
look  only  at  this  world,  that  they  encourage  what  they  ought 
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to  check,  and  vitiate  the  minds  while  they  deck  the  bodies 
■of  their  offspring  in  all  the  meretricious  ornaments  of  allur- 
ing fashion;  so  that  even  Christian  parents  are  constrained  to 
do  like  their  neighbors,  and  thus  "evil  communications  cor- 
rupt good  manners."  O  that  the  young  persons  and  their 
parents  who  are  now  present  would  let  me  strip  the  mask 
from  this  hydra  of  fashion  and  folly,  that  they  may  see  the 
diseases  and  death  both  of  body  and  soul  that  lurk  beneath 
it — that  they  would  let  me  show  them  the  thorn  beneath  the 
rose,  ere  it  enter  into  their  flesh  and  rankle  and  fester  into  a 
wounded  spirit — that  they  would  let  me  discover  the  serpent 
beneath  the  flower,  ere  it  sting  them  to  madness.  0  that  they 
would  hear  the  voice  of  one  who  has  tried  it  in  all  its  depths, 
yea,  drank  it  to  the  dregs,  and  only  by  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus,  has  been  saved  from  total  shipwreck  of  body 
and  soul  in  hell.  O  if  there  is  truth  in  God,  if  there  is  warn- 
ing in  his  word,  if  there  is  wisdom  in  experience,  now  let  it 
take  effect,  and  this  deadly  evil  be  put  away  from  us,  my 
brethren.  Say  not  with  Lot,  "Is  it  not  a  little  one?"  Alas! 
know  ye  not  that  even  in  this  sense,  "a  little  one  shall  be- 
come a  thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong  nation?"  For  the 
beginning  of  sin,  as  well  as  of  strife,  is  like  the  letting  out  of 
waters,  no  one  can  say  where  it  shall  stop. 

But  to  return.  That  God,  who  has  no  need  of  the  sinful 
man — who  could,  with  the  most  perfect  ease,  have  called  a 
new  race  of  beings  into  existence,  should,  nevertheless,  prefer 
that  method  of  his  mercy  which  revelation  makes  known  to 
us,  to  promote  his  own  glory  and  the  final  good  of  his  crea- 
tures, must  ever  be  a  subject  of  the  deepest  admiration  and 
thankfulness,  and  should  teach  us  that  it  is  not  to  be  trifled 
with.  We  may  be  very  sure,  my  hearers,  that  as  the  gift  of 
■Jesus  Christ  is  the  highest  proof  God  could  give  of  his  love 
towards  us,  either  to  reject  or  to  neglect  it  must  be  the  height 
of  contempt,  ingratitude,  and  rebellion,  and  can  never  go  un- 
punished. We  may,  and,  alas!  we  do,  too  many  of  us,  flatter 
ourselves,  that,  after  all,  God  will  not  be  so  severe  as  to  carry 
his  threaten ings  into  full  efiect;  that,  some  how  or  another, 
the  great  mass  of  irreligious  people  who  are  not  openly  pro- 
fligate and  abandoned,  will  escape  the  damnation  of  hell. 
I3ut  what  is  this,  my  friends,  but  one  of  those  many  deceits 
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of  the  devil,  operating  upon  our  love  of  sin,  with  which  he 
labors  to  ensnare  souls?  what  is  it  but  making  Ciikist  the  min- 
ister of  sin,  and  religion  a  pious  fraud?  But  we  are  sure  that 
God  cannot  and  will  not  deceive.  We  are  sure  that  there  is 
no  deception  in  the  hatred  his  pure  and  holy  nature  bears 
towards  sin  in  all  its  shapes.  The  miseries  of  the  present  life, 
the  cross  of  Christ,  and  the  pains  of  hell,  bear  witness  to  its 
malignity;  and  had  it  been  possible  that  God  should  in- 
tend to  deceive  us  for  our  good  by  heightening  the  descrip- 
tion of  its  destructive  nature,  this  might  have  been  done 
without  the  humiliation,  sufferings,  and  death,  of  his  only 
Son.  What  a  desperate  game,  then,  must  it  be  to  risk  our 
immortal  souls  on  so  flimsy  a  delusion!  What  an  awful 
proof  of  the  corruption  of  all  our  faculties  by  the  poison  of 
sin,  that,  against  light  and  knowledge,  against  warning  and 
conviction,  unmoved  by  hope,  unawed  by  fear,  in  defiance 
of  God's  threatened  wrath,  in  despite  of  his  offered  love,  in 
contempt  of  means  and  mercies,  we  continue  in  sin,  slight 
the  only  Saviour,  and  will  not  come  to  him  that  we  may  have 
life!  Oh!  what  a  spectacle  does  the  world  called  Christian 
present — God's  holy  word  laid  aside,  unbelief  and  impiety 
increasing,  the  ordinances  of  religion  made  light  of,  the  cross 
of  Christ  slighted,  sin  and  folly  triumphant,  and  the  children 
of  God  to  be  sought  for  here  and  there,  like  gleaning  grapes 
in  a  vineyard! 

And  now,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  as  God  hath  laid  help 
for  us  upon  one  who  is  mighty  and  able  to  save,  as  without 
him  we  can  do  nothing  acceptable  to  God,  or  available  for 
the  salvation  of  our  souls,  let  us  "consider  the  Apostle  and 
High  Priest  of  our  profession,  Christ  Jesus,"  in  what  he 
hath,  by  the  will  of  God,  done  for  us. 

lie  hath  removed  the  barrier  raised  by  human  sin  betwixt 
God  and  our  souls,  and  placed  mankind  in  a  new  relation  to 
their  Maker,  becoming  a  second  Adam  or  representative  of 
the  human  race.  In  this  sense  it  is  that  "the  Lord  hath  laid 
on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,"  and  "that  he,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  tasted  death  for  every  man,"  having  borne  in  his  own 
body  the  curse  of  the  law.  To  Christians,  in  particular,  that 
is,  to  baptized  believers,  he  hath  opened  a  new  and  living 
way  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  through  faith  in  his  blood. 


244  SALVATION  THROUGH  GEACE. 

He  hath  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  covenant  of  works  for 
them,  and  procured  a  new  and  more  gracious  covenant,  by 
which  repentance  and  renewed  obedience  is  accepted  through 
him  instead  of  sinless  perfection.  He  hath  fully  declared 
and  made  known  the  will  of  God,  for  the  direction  of  their 
lives,  and  left  them  the  example  of  his  own  life  as  the  ex- 
planation of  it.  He  hath  sent  forth  the  Holy  Spikit  to  be  a 
perpetual  guide  and  comfort  to  his  Church,  in  working  out 
their  salvation.  He  hath  laid  down  his  life  upon  the  cross 
for  their  forfeited  lives,  and  poured  out  his  blood  as  an  atone- 
ment to  God,  for  all  sins  repented  of  and  forsaken.  He  was 
buried  and  rose  again  the  third  day,  thereby  giving  assurance 
unto  all  men,  that  the  sacrifice  was  accepted,  and  that  they 
also  shall  rise  again  from  the  dead.  He  hath  thus  brought 
that  life  and  immortality  to  light,  through  the  gospel,  in 
which  every  man  shall  be  happy  or  miserable  for  ever,  ac- 
cording to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  on  the  deeds  done 
in  the  body.  And  he  hath  ascended  into  hpaven,  where,  as 
the  head  of  all  principality  and  power,  he  rules  and  governs 
his  Church  as  a  son  in  his  own  house,  watching  over  his 
people,  supplying  their  wants,  and  rendering  their  prayers 
and  praises  acceptable  to  God,  through  his  prevailing  inter- 
cessions for  them. 

All  this  he  hath  done  for  ns,  my  hearers.  This  he  hath 
done  and  sufi^ered,  that  he  might  bring  ns  to  God.  Of  his 
death,  as  the  price  of  all,  he  hath  commanded  us  to  continue 
a  perpetual  memorial,  until  he  come  again  to  receive  us  to 
himself.  That  memorial  is  now  before  you.  The  mighty 
benefits  it  i-epresents,  you  are  partakers  of,  through  grace. 
Let  us  then  draw  near  with  true  hearts,  in  full  assuiance  of 
faith,  that  "if  when  we  were  enemies  we  were  reconciled  to 
God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  much  more  being  reconciled  we 
shall  be  saved  by  his  life."  And  let  it  be  ever  in  our  hearts, 
dear  brethren,  that  "herein  is  love"  indeed,  "not  tliat  we 
loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the 
propitiation  for  our  sins." 


SERMON  XXI. 

NEGLECT   OF   THE   GOSPEL. 


Hebrews  ii.  3,  4. 

How  shall  we  escape,  if  w«  neglect  so  great  salvation;  which  at  the  first 
began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that 
heard  him;  G(ji)  also  bearing  them  witness,  both  with  signs  and  wonders,  and 
with  divers  miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  his  own  will? 

The  consideration  of  tlie  question  put  in  the  text  instructs 
us,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  how  very  inexcusable  all  men 
are  who  neglect  the  salvation  offered  in  the  gospel,  either  by 
rejecting  it  through  unbelief,  when  proposed  to  them,  or  by 
living  unworthily  of  it  after  they  have  professed  to  embrace 
it.  There  are  many  considerations  which  greatly  aggravate 
the  fault  of  such  persons  as  contemptuously  neglect  the  pro- 
posal of  a  favor,  which  it  is  both  their  duty  and  their  highest 
interest  to  accept;  and  many  circumstances  make  them  more 
and  more  inexcusable,  and  justly  to  deserve  the  severest 
punishment  for  their  ingratitude  and  contempt.  Now  as  we 
regulate  our  judgments  according  to  this  principle,  in  the 
common  affairs  of  this  life,  it  is  but  just  that  it  should  be  ex- 
tended to  the  higher  and  more  important  concerns  of  the  life 
that  is  to  come;  and  it  is  to  this  point,  to  the  equity  of  the 
case,  that  St.  Paul  directs  our  attention.  And  to  gain  your 
attention,  my  friends,  and  to  engage  you  in  behalf  of  your 
best  interests,  to  rouse  you,  if  possible,  from  the  heartless 
torpor  of  indifference  to  the  mercies  of  redemption,  and  awa- 
ken you  to  the  worth  of  your  souls,  I  will  endeavor  to  point 
out  from  the  text  itself,  what  commanding  considerations  are 
set  at  naught,  and  what  clear  and  convincing  proofs  are 
withstood,  by  all  who  neglect  the  gospel. 

"How  shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great,salvation; 
which  at  the  first  began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lobd,  and  was 
confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him;  God  also  bearing 
them  witness  both  with  signs  and  wonders,  and  with  divers 


246  NEGLECT   OF  THE  GOSPEI>. 

miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  liis  oavh 
will?" 

In  these  words  are  contained, 

I.  First  the  intrinsic  goodness  and  excellency  of  the  thing 
itself,  which  is  rejected. 

A  slight  acquaintance  with  the  gospel  of  Christ  is  suf- 
ficient to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  every  man  some  idea  of 
its  importance;  and  as  this  should  naturally  incline  those  who 
possess  this  advantage  to  search  deeper  into  its  high  discove- 
ries, the  neglect  of  this  duty  is  generally  attended  with  a  cor- 
responding carelessness,  either  as  to  its  promises  or  its  threat- 
enings,  and  a  deeper  engagement  with  present  things.  For  it 
is  when  viewed  in  its  whole  extent,  in  its  divine  origin,  its 
gracious  purpose  and  effectual  means — it  is  when  considered 
in  its  application  to  the  condition  of  man — that  we  discern 
what  the  gospel  really  is^  and  learn  that  it  is  truly  a  great 
salvation. 

It  is  a  salvation  from  sin  and  misery,  from  tlie  power  and 
tyranny  of  the  devil,  and  from  the  punishment  of  eternal 
death.  Sin,  in  its  own  nature,  independent  of  its  being  an 
obstinate  disobedience  to  the  revealed  will  of  God,  is  in  itself 
every  way  unreasonable  and  inexcusable;  because  it  is  oppo- 
site to  the  light  of  reason,  the  dictates  of  natural  conscience,, 
and  the  agreeing  opinion  of  all  wise  and  good  men;  because 
it  is  contrary  to  every  idea  we  can  form  of  the  perfections  of 
God,  destructive  to  the  public  welfare  of  mankind,  to  the 
health  of  our  own  bodies,  to  the  peace  of  our  own  minds,  and 
to  the  order,  quiet,  and  comfort  of  society.  The  love  and 
practice  of  sin  is  the  subjecting  our  reason  to  vile  affections^ 
to  inordinate  and  brutish  appetites,  to  inflamed  and  ungov- 
erned  passions,  than  which  there  cannot  be  a  more  abject 
state  of  slavery  imagined  for  a  rational  being.  To  speak  after 
the  maimer  of  men,  how  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  man  to 
see  and  approve  what  is  good,  and  yet  not  be  able  to  prevail 
with  ourselves  to  practise  it;  to  be  sensible  of  the  destructive 
consequences  of  sin,  and  yet,  through  the  strength  of  evil 
habits,  to  continue  under  the  power  and  dominion  of  it;  to 
feel  ourselves  deprived  of  our  present  happiness,  and  of  our 
best  hopes  of  what  is  to  come;  to  travel  through  life  loaded 
with  and  conscious  of  guilt,  to  lie  down  in  death  overwhelmed 
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■with  remorse  and  despair,  which  every  impenitent  sinner 
must  do,  and  yet  to  continue  to  clicrisli  such  vicious  disposi- 
tions and  practices,  as  are  the  only  causes  of  all  this  misery,, 
is  evidently  the  most  dreadful  condition  that  can  be. 

Now  to  have  a  way  proposed  to  us,  my  hearers,  of  being 
delivered  from  this  body  of  sin  into  the  glorious  liberty  of 
the  children  of  God,  of  breaking  the  chain  which  binds  every 
fallen  creature  to  this  body  of  death — to  have  a  method  laid 
before  us  of  being  rescued  from  guilt  and  fear  in  life,  from 
horror  and  despair  in  death,  and  from  everlasting  burnings 
in  eternity,  and  to  be  put  into  a  way  of  securing  a  quiet  con- 
science, the  peace  of  God  through  life,  hope  and  composure 
in  death,  and  eternal  life  in  mansions  of  glory  for  ever  and 
ever — this  is  the  ofi'er  of  a  great  salvation.  And  evident  it 
must  be  to  the  equity  of  our  own  minds,  that  whoever  shall 
neglect  this  offer  is  absolutely  inexcusable,  and  justly  de- 
serves to  fall  into  that  misery  from  wliich  he  would  not  ac- 
cept deliverance.  Were  there,  indeed,  any  other  way  to  ac- 
complish this  work,  had  we  a  choice  in  the  means  of  deliv- 
erance from  the  power  and  the  punishment  of  sin,  the  case- 
were  different;  but  as  this  is  not  so,  as  salvation  is  altogether 
of  grace,  as  there  is  no  other  name  or  means  under  heaven, 
given  unto  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved,  only  the  name 
of  Jesus  Chkist  of  ISTazareth,  and  the  means  revealed  in  the 
gospel,  the  guilt  and  folly  of  neglecting  it  is  hereby  infinitely 
increased,  because  it  is  treating  God's  offered  mercy  and  fa- 
vor with  contempt,  and  adding  ingratitude  to  rebellion  against 
his  revealed  will,  and  is  therefore  worthy  of  the  severest  pun- 
ishment.    For 

II.  Secondly,  the  further  consideration  that  the  gospel  is- 
an  express  and  positive  revelation  of  the  will  of  God,  is  a  very 
high  aggravation  of  the  sin  of  neglecting  so  great  salvation. 

He  that,  on  the  information  of  the  gospel,  desires  not  to  be- 
delivered  from  the  dominion  of  sin,  and  acquires  no  thirst 
after  a  life  of  righteousness,  for  tliat  very  reason,  does  not  de- 
serve to  be  saved  from  the  punishment  of  sin,  and  is,  in  his 
very  nature,  unqualified  for  the  rewards  of  holiness.  But 
when  to  this  preference  of  sin  there  is  added,  moreover,  a 
direct  contempt  of  God,  the  reasonableness  of  leaving  such 
person  to  himself,  and  of  finally  punishing  him  for  his  sin,  is 
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increased  into  a  necessity,  because  God  must  and  will  main- 
tain the  honor  of  his  supreme  dominion,  and  vindicate  upon 
all  such  despisers  the  insult  oft'ered  to  the  purity  and  holiness 
of  his  divine  attributes.  When  Gou,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
mercy  and  love,  has  declared  unto  men  his  will  b}''  an  im- 
mediate revelation;  when  he  has  given  "his  only  begotten 
Sou,  that  whosoever  belie veth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life;"  when  he  has  offered  pardon  to  sinners 
upon  their  sincere  repentance,  vouchsafed  them  tJie  assistance 
of  his  Holy  Spiurr,  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  this  and  every 
other  duty  enjoined  upon  them,  and  promised  them  eternal 
life  as  the  reward  of  their  faith  and  obedience;  Avhen,  more- 
over, the  wrath  of  God  is,  by  the  gospel,  most  expressly  re- 
vealed from  heaven  ao-ainst  all  uno-odliness  and  unrio-hteous- 
ness  of  men;  after  all  this,  to  continue  still  to  despise  so  great 
salvation — what  is  it  but  with  a  high  hand  to  exalt  ourselves 
against  God — an  avowed  despising  and  contemning  his  au- 
thority— an  actual  daring  of  his  vengeance,  and  saying,  in  so 
many  words,  "we  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us?" 
And  is  this  the  language  of  all  present  who  have  not  em- 
braced the  gospel,  who  have  not  said  to  the  world  by  their  pro- 
fessed subjection  to  its  holy  requirements,  that  they  are  on 
the  Lord's  side,  or  who  are  walking  unworthy  of  such  pro- 
fession? Yes,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  thus  heaven  inter- 
prets the  language  of  your  actions,  of  your  course  and  con- 
versation in  the  world.  "Whatever  you  may  think,  whatever 
you  may  intend  hereafter,  if  you  are  now  unknown  to  the 
gospel,  by  an  open  confession  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be- 
fore men,  you  are  unknown  to  God  in  any  saving  sense,  and 
unentitled  to  the  hope  of  the  gospel;  you  are  neglecters  of 
this  great  salvation,  purchased  at  so  high  a  price,  so  freely 
ofi'ered  to  you,  so  earnestly  pressed  upon  you,  and  pregnant 
with  such  infinite  consequences.  For  on  this  mighty  inter- 
est no  neutrality  can  be  permitted. — "He  that  is  not  for  me 
is  against  me,"  saith  the  Lord.  And  this  is  confirmed  to  us 
by  a  variety  of  considerations.  For,  if  sinning  barely  against 
the  law  of  nature,  the  law  written  in  the  heart,  was  sufficient 
to  consign  sinners  to  this  sort  of  unavoidable  destruction,  well 
may  we  ask,  "How  shall  we  escape  if  we"  continue  to  "neg- 
lect this  great  salvation,"  and  to  sin  against  the  law  of  nature 
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and  revelation  united.  "As  many  as  liave  sinned  without 
law,  shall  also  perish  without  law,  and  as  many  as  have 
einned  in  the  law,  shall  be  judged  by  the  law."  If  the  ser- 
vant that  knew  not  his  Lord's  will,  who  had  no  expresa  rev- 
elation of  the  will  of  God,  was  nevertheless  to  be  beaten  with 
fitripes,  because  he  did  things  in  themselves  worthy  of  stripes, 
how  much  more  severely  must  they  expect  to  be  punished, 
who  do  the  same  things  in  direct  opposition  to  the  express 
will  and  known  command  of  God?  Are  there  any  present, 
then,  who  know  this  and  yet  neglect  the  gospel?  "How  shall" 
tiiey  "escape?"  Are  there  any  present  who  know  not  the 
conditio)is  uf  the  gospel?  God  forbid!  But  lest  there  should 
be  such  a  one,  and  to  refresh  your  memories,  hear  them  now 
— "Repent  and  believe  the  gospel;"  "repent  and  be  converted 
every  one  of  you,  that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  out;"  "except 
ye  repent  je  shall  all  likewise  perish,"  for  God  "now  com- 
mandeth  all  men  every  where  to  repent,  because  he  hath  ap- 
pointed a  day  in  the  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  right- 
eousness, by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained:"  "We  must 
all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  that  every  one 
2nay  receive  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  whe- 
ther they  be  good  or  whether  they  be  evil," 

If,  therefore,  after  that  the  clearest  light  is  come  into  the 
world,  and  none  under  the  gospel  can  plead  ignorance  of  his 
duty,  men  will  still  "neglect  this  great  salvation,"  there  be- 
ing no  excuse  left,  no  alleviation  of  their  condemnation  is  to 
be  expected.     They  must  perish  for  ever. 

III.  Thirdly,  the  dignity  and  excellency  of  the  person  by 
and  through  whom  this  salvation  is  proposed  to  us,  is  a  fur- 
ther aggravation  of  the  sin  of  rejecting  it.  "It  first  began  to 
be  spoken  by  the  Lord." 

The  dignity  of  the  person  by  whose  interposition  any  favor 
is  procured,  and  by  whom  it  is  transmitted,  shows  both  the 
greatness  and  importance  of  the  thing  itself,  and  the  love  and 
condescension  of  the  original  author  of  it;  and  the  neglecting 
it  in  this  case,  implies  not  only  folly,  contempt,  and  rebellion, 
but,  moreover,  the  greatest  obstinacy  also,  which  no  authority 
can  prevail  over,  together  with  the  basest  ingratitude,  v.-hich 
no  kindness  can  overcome.  And  surely,  my  friends  and 
hearers,  whoever  is  guilty  of  this  complicated  opposition  to 
.    [Vol.  2,— *17.] 
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God,  all  of  which  is  implied  in  the  neglect  of  this  great  sal- 
vation, must  be  confessed  to  deserve  most  justly  the  severest 
of  jjunishments.  This  is  what  our  Saviour  compelled  the 
Jews  to  acknowledge,  and  made  them  condemn  themselves 
for  it  with  their  own  mouths,  in  the  parable  of  the  house- 
holder who,  having  planted  a  vineyard  and  let  it  out  to  hus- 
bandmen, first  sent  his  servants  to  receive  the  fruits  of  ity 
and  when  the  husbandmen  had  resisted  and  slain  the  ser- 
vants, he  afterwards  sent  his  own  son  to  them,  saying,  "Surely 
they  will  reverence  my  son;"  but  him  also  they  resisted  and 
slew — whereupon,  when  our  Saviour  appealed  to  the  Phari- 
sees themselves  to  judge  what  it  was  fit  for  the  lord  of  the 
vineyard  to  do  unto  those  husbandmen,  they  immediately 
replied,  "He  will  miserably  destroy  those  wicked  men,  and 
let  out  his  vineyard  to  other  husbandmen,  who  shall  render 
him  the  fruits  in  their  seasons."  Unwarily,  thus,  they  passed 
a  just  sentence  against  themselves,  that  for  rejecting  the  gos- 
pel preached  by  Christ  himself,  they  deserved  a  severer  con- 
demnation than  their  fathers,  who  had  before  rejected  the 
preaching  and  admonitions  of  the  prophets. 

And  may  not  a  similar  condemnation  be,  in  like  manner, 
drawn  from  the  mouth  of  every  soul  under  the  gospel  who- 
neglects  this  great  salvation?  Is  it  not,  in  fact,  a  refusal,  by 
such,  of  the  fruits  of  the  vineyard  to  the  great  Householder, 
through  his  only  Son?  And  is  not  this  the  very  application 
St.  Paul  points  us  to  when  he  says,  "now  all  these  things 
happened  mito  them  for  ensamples,  and  they  are  written  for 
our  admonition  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come." 
Christians  are  now  the  Lord's  vineyard,  gospel  lands  are  his 
inheritance,  and  if  any  of  us  refuse  tlie  fruits  in  their  season, 
we  bring  ourselves  into  the  same  condemnation,  and  must 
perish  in  the  same  miserable  destruction. 

The  argument  in  favor  of  the  gospel,  from  the  superior 
dignity  of  the  Eevealer,  is  frequently  applied  by  the  apostle 
in  this  epistle.  In  the  words  immediately  before  my  text,  he 
uses  it  to  enforce  the  duty  of  embracing  the  gospel.  "If  the 
word  spoken  by  angels  was  steadfast,"  saith  he,  "and  every 
transgression  and  disobedience  received  a  just  recompense  of 
reward,  how  shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation, 
which  at  the  fii'&t  began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord."    In  the 
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tenth  chapter  he  presses  the  same  argument  upon  their  at- 
tention in  tliese  words — "He  that  despised  Moses'  Law,  died 
without  mercy:  of  how  much  sorer  punishment,  suppose  ye, 
shall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  had  trodden  under  foot  the 
Son  of  God?"  And  enforces  it  in  the  twelfth  chapter  by  a 
very  solemn  exhortation — "See  that  ye  refuse  not  Ilim  that 
speaketh;  for  if  tbey  escaped  not  who  refused  Him  that  spake 
on  earth,  much  more  shall  not  we  escape  if  we  turn  away 
from  him  that  speaketh  from  heaven." 

Lastly,  the  strength  and  clearness  of  the  evidence,  and  the 
number  and  greatness  of  the  proofs,  made  use  of  to  assure 
men  of  the  truth  and  certainty  of  the  gospel,  is  the  highest 
aggravation  of  the  guilt  of  those  who  neglect  or  disobey  it. 

"The  gospel  began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  af- 
terwards confirmed  to  us  b}''  them  that  heard  him.  God 
also  bearing  them  witness  both  with  signs  and  wonders,  and 
with  divers  miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Holt  Ghost,  according 
to  his  own  will." 

The  stronger  the  evidence  of  any  truth  be,  the  more  inex- 
cusable is  the  opi^osition  made  to  it.  And  the  highest  ag- 
gravation of  this  crime  is,  to  continue  to  oj)pose  a  truth  after 
the  best  and  greatest  evidence  has  been  given  of  it  that  the 
nature  of  the  thing  was  capable  of.  In  such  a  case,  opposi- 
tion can  proceed  from  nothing  but  either  wilful  obstinacy  and 
perverseuess,  or  the  love  of  sin  in  some  of  its  many  shapes. 

Now  this  is  plainly  the  case  of  those  who  reject  the  gospel 
after  the  undeniable  evidences  which  have  been  given  of  its 
truth.  Their  rejecting  it  cannot  proceed  from  want  of  sulB- 
cient  conviction,  but  only  from  a  love  of  vice,  and  a  resolu- 
tion not  to  be  reformed,  which  is  a  height  of  wickedness  from 
which  the  hope,  even,  of  excuse  is  cut  off,  and  which,  the 
only  remedy  being  rejected,  there  is  no  means  of  amending. 
When  clear  liglit  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  still  con- 
tinue their  works  of  darkness,  then  it  becomes  evident  that 
their  wickedness  does  not  proceed  from  ignorance  and  want 
of  instruction,  but  from  choice.  "They  love  darkness  rather 
than  light,"  and  stand  in  open  defiance  of  God  and  his  su- 
preme authority.  This  is  what  our  Saviour  says  of  the  Jews, 
"If  I  had  not  come  and  spoken  unto  them  they  had  not  had 
sin,  but  now  they  have  no  cloak  for  their  sin.    If  I  had  not 
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done  among  them  the  works  which  no  other  man  did,  they 
had  not  had  sin;  but  now  they  have  both  seen  and  hated  both 
me  and  my  Father."  This  is  the  reason  of  his  declaring  to 
the  cities  of  Judea  "that  it  should  be  more  tolerable  for  So- 
dom and  Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgment  than  for  them;" 
because,  "if  the  mighty  works  tiiat  were  done  in  tiiem  had 
been  done  in  Sodom,  it  would  have  repented  in  sackcloth 
and  ashes,"  This  is  the  reason  of  his  declaring  to  those  Pha- 
risees who  blasphemed  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  they  should 
never  have  forgiveness,  neither  in  this  world  nor  in  that 
which  is  to  come;  because  they  resisted  the  last  and  greatest 
means  that  God  would  ever  make  use  of  to  bring  them  to  re- 
pentance; and  not  only  resisted  it,  but  reviled  it  also.  They 
saw  with  their  own  eyes  the  clearest  and  strongest  proofs  of 
the  truth  of  the  gospel  that  could  possibly  be  given,  and  yet 
they  not  only  withstood  the  evidence  of  those  mighty  works, 
but  ascribed  them,  moreover,  to  the  agency  of  the  devil. 
Tlieir  crime  was  singular  and  unexampled,  and  their  con- 
demnation was  likewise  singular.  But  all  others,  also,  who 
reject  the  gospel,  are,  in  proportion  to  the  greatness  of  the 
evidence  they  resist,  and  according  to  the  degree  of  their 
obstinacy  and  wickedness  in  so  doing,  in  like  manner  inex- 
cusable, and  despisers  of  Him  that  speaketh  from  heaven. 

Upon  these  commanding,  just,  and  reasonable  grounds, 
rests  the  claim  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  ready  and  hearty 
reception  from  all  mankind,  and  when  in  addition  to  this,  it 
is  their  highest  interest  to  embrace  it  joyfully  and  thankful- 
ly, to  seek  its  grace,  and  to  occupy  themselves  diligently  in 
finding  the  pearl  of  great  price,  there  cannot  be  the  slightest 
excuse  for  indifference,  even,  to  its  lively  hope.  Thousands, 
however,  live  in  the  midst  of  its  light,  its  privileges,  its 
blessings — thousands  look  to  it  in  some  degree  for  hope  as  to 
hereafter,  who  are  yet  perfect  strangers  to  any  act  or  endea- 
vor on  their  part,  to  obtain  its  grace,  and  experience  its  trans- 
forming power.     How,  then,  shall  they  escape? 

It  is  but  seldom,  my  friends,  that  we  hear  of  an  open  and 
acknowledged  rejecter  of  the  gospel;  but  we  have  in  abun- 
dance the  unhappy  experience  of  a  carelessness  and  neglect 
of  its  exhortations,  encouragement,  and  commands,  which 
amount  to  the  same  thing  in  fact,  and  must  prove  the  same 
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in  tlie  event  to  those  who  continue  thus.  How  sliall  they 
who  are  thus  careless  and  indifferent  as  to  God  and  their  own 
souls — how  shall  thej  escape?  "Would  to  God  that  those  now 
before  me  in  this  little  assembly,  who  have  no  interest  in  the 
gospel  by  any  personal  submission  to  the  law  of  Cukist;  who 
have  never,  by  any  one  act  of  their  lives,  unfurled  the  ban- 
ner of  the  cross  over  them,  and  said  to  the  world,  I  am  on 
the  Lord's  side;  who  have  no  claim  on  the  mercy  of  God,  be- 
yond baptismal  engagements,  which  they  have  repeatedly 
trodden  under  foot;  who  know  nothing  of  repentance  and 
contrition  for  their  accumulated  sin  in  this  respect,  beyond 
the  feeble  intention  of  future  amendment;  who  are  engaged 
with  the  world,  or  fluttering  down  the  stream  of  sin  and  van- 
ity, of  thoughtlessness  and  unconcern — would  to  God  they 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  ask  their  souls  this  question,  while 
there  is  yet,  through  the  goodness  of  God,  time,  opportunity, 
and  means  to  escape.  For  what  is  thy  life,  my  fellow  sin- 
ner? A  certainty  or  an  uncertainty?  And  what  would  be 
your  condition,  neglecters  of  this  great  salvation,  should  God 
this  night  require  your  souls?  How  would  you  appear?  What 
could  you  answer?  Oh!  it  will  be  a  heart-sinking  sound  to 
hear  the  Lokd  Jesus  Christ  say,  "I  never  knew  you."  And 
as  God  is  true,  it  must  and  will  be  said  to  every  soul  under 
the  gospel  who  denies  the  Lord  that  bought  him,  by  refusing 
himself  to  the  profession  and  practice  of  his  religion.  '"Who- 
soever shall  confess  me  before  men  him  will  I  also  confess 
before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  but  whosoever  shall 
deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  also  deny  before  my  Father 
which  is  in  heaven."  Why  stand  ye  then  here  all  the  day  idle? 
Hath  no  man  hired  you?  God  is  my  witness  that  I  have  of- 
fered you  the  work  and  the  wages  of  the  gospel,  but  the 
world  has  the  greater  attraction,  and  what  can  the  world  do 
for  your  souls  but  sink  them  into  deeper,  and  deeper,  and 
deeper  perdition?  What  can  it  plead  for  you  in  the  day  of  ac- 
count, when  the  reward  of  your  hands  shall  be  given  you,  when 
you  shall  eat  the  fruit  of  your  doings  forever?  Has  the  world 
any  atonement  for  sin,  any  intercession  for  sinners,  to  present 
unto  God  in  your  l)ehalf?  If  it  has  not,  and  you  feel  at  this 
moment  that  it  will  not  answer  in  that  awful  day,  O  be  per- 
suaded to  carry  your  thoughts  onward  till  you  learn  where 
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only  mercy  is,  where  it  may  be  sought  and  can  be  found  even 
now — and  then  ask  yourselves,  under  the  solemn  certainty 
of  death  and  judgment,  "How  shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect 
so  great  salvation?" 

'Now,  to  Him  who  loved  us  and  gave  his  only  begotten  Son 
to  die  for  us,  to  Him  who  redeemed  us  to  God  and  washed 
us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,  and  to  Him  who  sanctifi- 
eth  all  the  elect  people  of  God — to  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  be  glory,  and  praise,  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


SERMON   XXII. 


THE   WAENINGS   OF   CONSCIENCE  NOT   TO   BE  NEGLECTED. 


Acts  xxiv.  25. 

And  as  he  reasoned  of  righteousness,  temperance,  and  judgment  to  come, 
Felix  trembled,  and  answered,  Go  thy  way  for  this  time;  when  I  have  a  coe- 
venient  season,  I  will  call  for  thee. 

"WJiatever  the  state  of  our  thoughts  may  be  in  regard  to 
religion,  or  whatever  tlie  practice  of  our  lives  as  respects  the 
great  and  universal  standard  of  moral  justice,  there  is  in 
everj  man  a  sense  of  retribution  and  accountability  to  the 
Supreme  and  invisible  Governor  of  the  Universe,  which 
meets  the  sinful  propensities  of  our  fallen  nature  with  so 
pointed  a  reproof,  as  to  render  men  inexcusable  in  the  neg- 
lect of  so  faithful  a  monitor. 

Whether  the  power  of  this  principle,  which  we  call  natu- 
ral conscience,  be  in  itself  sufficient  to  guide  men  to  that 
moral  rectitude  which  is  their  first  duty  towards  each  other, 
may  admit  of  much  difference  of  opinion.  This  much,  how- 
ever, we  are  warranted  in  saying,  from  the  highest  authority, 
that  to  the  mass  of  mankind,  in  every  age  of  the  world,  it  is 
the  standard  by  wiiich  the  righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
will  regulate  his  dealings  in  the  great  day  of  eternity — "For 
those  who  have  not  the  law  are  a  law  unto  themselves,  which 
show  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts;  their  con- 
science also  bearing  witness,  and  their  thoughts  the  mean 
while  accusing  or  else  excusing  one  another."  Upon  this 
principle  the  apostle  lays  it  down  as  the  undoubted  doctrine 
of  revelation,  that  "as  many  as  have  sinned  without  law  shall 
also  perish  without  law,  and  as  many  as  have  sinned  in  the 
law  shall  be  judged  by  the  law." 

However,  therefore,  we  may  be  dispof.ad  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  power  of  natural  conscience,  and  to  consider  it, 
as  some  do,  as. sufficient  of  itself,  without  the  help  of  revela- 
tion, to  bring  men  to  that  state  of  moral  perfection  which  is 
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required  of  them  by  tlieir  Maker,  and  is  essential  to  their 
peace  and  happiness  both  here  and  hereafter,  yet  in  this  we 
must  all  agree,  that  such  is  the  depravity  and  perverseness 
of  human  nature,  that  something  more  powerful  than  the 
mere  conscience  of  right  and  wrong — something  more  quick- 
ening than  the  mere  knowledge  of  a  judgment  to  come,  is 
essential  to  give  to  conscience  and  revelation   united  their 
proper  effect.     Of  this  our  own  experience  might  satisfy  us^ 
ray  brethren.     "We  are  not  only  furnished,  in  common  with 
the  Heathen,  with  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  our  hearts^ 
but  with  the  full  and  clear  discovery  of  God's  pure  and  per- 
fect law.     We  have  not  only,  in  common  with  the  great  body 
of  mankind,  a  confused  apprehension  of  a  future  judgment^ 
but  the  explicit  knowledge  of  the  rewards  and  punishments 
of  eternity.     We  have  not  only  the  inward  motions  and 
checks  of  natural  conscience  and  enlightened  reason,  but  the 
convincing  power  of  God's  Holy  Spikit  speaking  within  us. 
And  yet  what  multitudes,  like  Felix,  yea,  even  more  har- 
dened than  that  poor  Heathen — for  we  read  that  he  trembled 
under  the  convincing  power  of  St.  Paul's  reasoning — what 
thousands  in  this  Christian  land  hear  continually  of  death 
and  judgment,  of  heaven  and  hell,  without  being  moved  at 
all,  except,  perhaps,  to  scoff  at  them  either  by  speech  or  con- 
duct, oftentimes  by  both;  while,  of  the  few  who  occasionally 
manifest  some  symptoms  of  concern,  the  Roman  governor  is 
a  faithful  copy,  in  that  procrastinating  temper  which  risks 
doing  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace,  by  putting  off  till  to- 
morrow the  convictions  of  to-day. 

To  sliow  you  the  great  and  increasing  danger  of  thus  tri- 
fling with  your  most  serious  concern,  I  shall  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  apostle,  and  reason  with  you,  in  the 

FiEST  place,  of  "righteousness,  temperance,  and  judgment 
to  come."     I  shall 

Next  endeavor  to  point  out  the  guilt  and  folly  of  neglect- 
ing the  warnings  of  your  conscience,  and  the  impressions 
made  on  your  minds  by  the  word  of  God,  whether  preached 
or  read;  and,  ti)en, 

Conclude  with  an  application  of  the  whole. 

"And  as  he  reasoned  of  righteousness,  temperance,  and 
judgment  to  come,  Felix  trembled,  and  answered,  Go  thy 
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way  for  tliis  time;  when  I  have  a  convenient  season  I  will 
call  for  thee." 

I.  That  what  I  may  have  to  say  on  the  first  head  may  be 
the  more  impressive,  I  shall  preface  it  by  an  explanation  of 
the  points  which  the  apostle  pressed  upon  Felix,  to-wit: 
"righteousness,  temperance,  and  a  judgment  to  come."  These 
are  alike  essential,  though  in  different  degrees,  to  the  Heathen, 
to  the  infidel,  and  to  the  believer.  To  the  first,  they  are  the 
law  written  in  the  heart;  to  the  second,  they  are  the  substi- 
tute for  revealed  religion;  and  to  the  third,  they  are  the  prac- 
tical eft'ect  of  the  grace  of  God  upon  the  renewed  creature. 

By  righteousness,  as  here  used  by  the  apostle,  we  j;re  to 
understand  justice,  the  rendering  to  all  men  their  just  claims 
upon  us,  and  this  not  only  in  a  pecuniary  sense,  but  in  that 
extent  which  is  demanded  by  a  common  origin,  a  common 
nature,  a  mutual  dependence  on  each  other  for  whatever  can 
contribute  to  the  advancement  of  general  or  particular  hap- 
piness, and  by  a  common  end. 

By  temperance,  which  would  have  been  better  expressed 
by  the  word  continence,  is  meant  the  rule  and  mastery  of  our 
natural  lusts,  passions,  and  appetites,  so  that  they  are  re- 
strained from  hurting  either  ourselves  or  others. 

By  a  judgment  to  come,  is  to  be  understood,  that  account 
which  every  one  of  us  shall  give  to  God  for  the  use  of  a 
rational  nature,  for  the  light  of  revealed  truth,  and  for  the 
mercies  of  redemption  by  Jesus  Christ. 

Come,  then,  my  hearers,  especially  those  wlio  are  as  yet  in 
opposition  to  the  gospel,  let  us  reason  together  of  these  things. 
In  this  short  abstract  of  what  the  Lord  our  God  requires  of 
US,  of  what  the  gospel  proposes,  and  is  provided  to  work  in 
us  by  the  transforming  power  of  grace,  what  is  there  to  which 
any  of  you  should  be  opposed?  Are  you,  indeed,  enemies  to 
integrity  and  fair  dealing  among  men,  to  peace  and  order  in 
society,  to  quiet  and  repose  in  the  world?  Are  you  desirous 
that  the  beastly  passions  of  our  nature  should  be  set  free 
from  the  restraints  of  law  and  conscience,  and  lewdness  and 
incontinence  be  allowed  to  revel  in  unrestrained  debauchery? 
Are  you  willing  that  those  checks  to  the  commission  of  se- 
cure and  secret  wickedness,  which  the  apprehensions  of  fu- 
turity alone  supply,  should  be  removed  from  the  consciences 


268  THE   WARNINGS   OF    CONSCIENCE 

of  wicked  men?  No,  you  will  say  God  forbid  that  in  any  of 
these  respects  the  salutary  influence  of  law  and  religion  on 
the  welfare  of  the  world  should  be  done  away.  Why,  then, 
let  me  ask,  has  not  that  religion,  whose  object  and  aim  it  is 
to  enforce  and  enlarge  all  the  relative  duties  of  life,  to  in- 
crease the  sum  of  human  happiness  in  time  and  to  perpetu- 
ate it  in  eternity,  your  decided  countenance  and  support? 
Can  any  one  of  you — can  the  collected  ingenuity  of  all  put 
together,  render  a  reason  of  any  kind  (for  I  will  not  call  for  a 
satisfactory  one)  of  your  neglect  of  religion? 

But  let  me  reason  with  you  further.  Are  you  not  aware 
that  all  temporal  blessings,  that  security  of  life  and  property, 
that  the  endearing  relations  of  family  and  kindred,  with  all 
that  sweetens  the  pilgrimage  of  this  world  to  us  poor,  perish- 
ing creatures,  depend  for  their  whole  value  on  the  sanctions 
of  religion?  For,  however  wisely  human  laws  may  be  con- 
trived, however  severely  their  penalties  may  be  enforced,  it 
is  nevertheless  to  men's  natural  apprehensions  of  hereafter 
that  they  owe  their  chief  power.  The  sanctity  of  an  oath, 
on  which  the  life,  the  projjerty,  the  character,  peace,  and 
comfort  of  every  man  more  or  less  depend,  derives  its  whole 
importance  from  this,  that  "verily  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth 
in  the  earth."  And  the  penalty  of  death,  the  highest  which 
human  laws  can  inflict,  derives  its  chief  terror  from  the  ap- 
prehension in  the  criminal  of  what  awaits  him  after  death. 
Hence  it  follows,  undeniably,  that  all  neglect  or  contempt  of 
religion  is  a  public  offence,  inasmuch  as  it  sajjs  the  founda- 
tions of  social  order,  and  tends  directly  to  the  downfall  of  all 
that  is  venerable  and  desirable  in  life;  and  every  individual 
is  just  so  far  concerned  in  the  prevalence  and  advancement 
of  religion  among  mankind,  as  he  is  interested  for  life  and 
property,  for  public  peace  and  private  repose. 

Thus  might  I  continue  to  reason  with  you,  my  friends,  and 
unanswerably  too,  even  from  temporal  considerations.  What, 
then,  ought  to  be  the  effect,  when  we  extend  our  reasonings 
to  those  which  are  eternal;  when  we  consider  the  awful  per- 
fections of  Almighty  God,  the  astonishing  discoveries  made 
to  us  by  revelation,  the  wonderful  method  of  our  redemption 
by  his  only  Son  becoming  a  sacrifice  for  oursins,  with  all  the 
means  provided  for  the  renewal  and  sanctification  of  sinful 
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creatures — and  tliat  it  is  our  iinspeakahle  privilege  to  be 
called  to  the  knowledge  of  this  grace,  and  to  the  hope  of 
eternal  life  through  sanctification  of  the  SpmiT  and  belief  of 
the  truth?  Where  can  the  shadow  of  a  reason  be  found  for 
indifference  to  such  a  lively  hope,  much  more  for  contempt 
and  opposition  to  what  reason,  revelation,  and  conscience, 
unite  in  pressing  upon  us  as  our  first  duty,  our  highest  and 
best  interest?  Let  me  reason  witli  you  a  little  further,  my 
friends.  "Would  the  profession  and  practice  of  religion  make 
you  less  valuable  members  of  society? — worse  men,  worse 
citizens,  worse  husbands  and  wives,  worse  parents  and  chil- 
dren, worse  relations  and  friends?  You  cannot  think  so. 
"Would  they  interfere  with  your  progress  and  advancement 
in  the  present  life?  In  no  shape  whatever,  unless,  indeed, 
that  advancement  dej)ended  on  unrighteous  gain,  or  was 
sought  for  the  sake  of  intemperate  enjoyment;  for  religion  re- 
quires us  to  deny  ourselves  of  nothing  but  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts.  Is  it  any  hardship,  is  it,  indeed,  grievous  to 
you,  to  be  true  in  your  sayings,  just  in  j^our  dealings,  merci- 
ful and  compassionate  to  your  fellow  creatures,  to  do  unto  all 
men  as  ye  would  they  should  do  unto  you?  Yet  this  is  the 
law  and  the  prophets.  Is  there  any  thing  disgraceful  or  dis- 
honorable in  acknowledging  your  dependence  upon  your 
heavenly  Father,  in  j)raising  him  for  the  abundance  of  his 
mercy  and  goodness,  in  worshipping  his  glorious  majesty,  in 
reverencing  his  boundless  power  and  might,  and  in  setting 
your  hearts  to  obey  his  rigliteous  laws?  Yet  to  fear  God  and 
keep  his  commandments  is  tlie  whole  duty  of  man.  Is  there 
any  thing  discouraging  in  the  hope  of  eternal  life?  Yet  tkis 
is  assured  to  tlie  believer,  and  to  the  believer  only,  in  the 
gospel  of  Christ.  Oh,  my  hearers,  what  shall  we  say  to 
these  tilings?  "\Yhat  is  this  world,  and  all  its  perishing  vanities, 
to  heaven  and  immortal  glorj-?  What  will  it  profit  you  in 
the  end,  if,  for  a  portion  of  time,  you  give  your  souls  in  ex- 
change? Thus  3'ou  see  that  the  reasonableness  of  religion  is 
the  great  reproach  of  those  who  neglect  it;  for  "what  doth 
the  Lord  thy  God  require  of  thee,  O  man,  but  to  do  justly, 
to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God?"  And 
thus  might  I  continue  to  reason  with  you,  my  hearers,  from 
the  nature  of  right  and  wrong,  from  the  conscience  of  your 
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own  minds,  and  from  the  agreement  of  both  with  God's  re- 
vealed word.  But  as  sufficient  has  been  said  to  satisfy  all  who 
are  not  hardened  against  truth  and  reason,  I  shall  pass  on  to  the 

II.  Next  head  of  my  discourse,  in  which  I  proposed  to  point 
out  to  you  the  guilt  and  folly  of  neglecting  the  warnings  of 
your  conscience,  and  the  impressions  made  on  your  minds  by 
the  M'ord  of  God,  whether  preached  or  read. 

As  it  hath  pleased  God  to  remove  the  disability  of  our  fal- 
len condition,  so  as  to  make  us  capable  of  religion,  and  this 
in  a  manner  consistent  with  his  glorious  perfections  and  our 
qualifications  as  intelligent,  moral  creatures,  it  follows  that 
we  liave  a  part  to  perform  in  working  out  our  own  salvation. 
To  understand  what  that  part  is,  should,  therefore,  be  our  first 
duty,  and  to  perform  it  when  known,  our  most  earnest  endea- 
vor. For  the  one,  we  must  go  to  revelation,  to  the  word 
which  God  in  these  last  days  hath  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son; 
for  tlie  other,  we  must  apply  ourselves  to  the  use  of  those 
means  by  which  God  works  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of 
his  good  pleasure.  Now  these  means  are,  first,  that  clear  dis- 
covery of  his  will  concerning  us,  made  in  the  Scriptures  of 
our  fixith;  next,  the  reason  and  conscience  of  our  own  minds; 
and,  lastly,  the  help  and  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  by  whose 
enlightening,  sanctifying  influences  the  two  first  become  pro- 
fitable to  our  eternal  salvation;  and  the  constant,  unvarying 
agreement  of  these  three  is  a  powerful  proof  that  they  are 
alike  divine  in  their  origin.  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  guilt 
of  neglecting,  opposing,  and  stifling  the  warnings  of  the  mon- 
itor within  us,  and  of  the  impressions  made  upon  our  minds 
by»the  word  of  God,  is  precisely  the  guilt  of  rejecting  the 
counsel  of  God  against  our  own  souls,  perversely  setting  our- 
selves in  opposition  to  his  known  will,  slighting  his  promises, 
defj'ing  his  threatenings,  and  daring  his  vengeance.  And 
tiie  folly  of  acting  thus  in  a  matter  of  such  unspeakable  im- 
portance as  the  loss  or  salvation  of  our  immortal  souls,  is 
manifested  by  the  following  particulars: — 

First,  all  the  liel])s  and  advantages  we  enjoy  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  religion  in  our  souls,  are  none  of  them  of  our 
own  procuring,  l)ut  the  free  gift  of  God's  mercy  to  undeserv- 
ing creatures;  therefore,  they  are  not  at  our  command  to  come 
and  go  at  our  bidding.     "We  are  saved  by  grace." 
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Secondly,  we  are  threatened  with  tlie  loss  of  thera  if  slight- 
ed or  abused — "From  him  tiiat  hath  not  shall  be  taken  away 
even  that  which  he  hath." 

"Thirdly,  if  deprived  of  thera,  all  spiritual  attainment  is  at 
an  end — "Without  me,"  says  our  Lord,  "ye  can  do  nothing." 

If  to  these  we  add,  that  it  is  the  very  nature  of  sin  persisted 
in,  to  harden  the  heart,  and  render  men  callous  to  reproof 
and  admonition;  that  all  habits  are  strengthened  by  indul- 
gence; that  our  repentance  and  reformation  must  be  comple- 
ted in  the  short  and  uncertain  period  of  the  present  life;  we 
cannot  but  see  that  carelessness  ana  neglect,  thoughtlessness 
and  delay,  in  such  a  case,  is  not  merely  folly,  but  the  frantic 
madness  of  despising  our  own  mercies  and  provoking  God  to 
take  them  from  us.  And  so  great  is  our  danger  in  this  re- 
spect, that  we  are,  above  all  other  things,  cautioned  against 
grieving,  quenching,  and  doing  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace. 
"He  that  being  often  reproved  hardeneth  himself,  shall  sud- 
denly be  destroyed  and  that  without  remedy,"  "For  this 
cause  God  shall  send  them  strong  delusion,  that  they  should 
believe  a  lie,  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who  believe  not 
the  truth  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness."  And  yet  in 
defiance  of  dangei*,  in  despite  of  warnings,  what  multitudes 
set  aside  the  invitations  of  the  gospel,  the  reason  of  their  own 
minds,  the  voice  of  conscience,  and  the  affectionate  reproofs 
and  admonitions  of  God's  Holy  Spirit.  What  numbers,  like  the 
poor  Heathen  mentioned  in  the  text,  say  to  the  united  testimony 
of  God  and  nature,  "Go  thy  way  for  this  time;  when  I  have  a 
convenient  season  I  will  call  for  thee."  What  an  epitome  of 
human  natui'e  is  this  Roman  governor!  How  exactly  may 
every  procrastinating,  delaying  sinner  behold  his  own  case 
in  this  particular  trait  of  the  character  of  Felix.  How  strik- 
ingly is  the  power  of  conscience  set  before  us  in  the  alarm 
which  this  cruel  and  rapacious,  this  unjust  and  incontinent 
Heathen  experienced  while  St.  Paul  reasoned  with  him  of 
the  consequences  which  must  follow  from  the  righteous  judg- 
ment of  God;  and  yet  he  had  nothing  but  the  light  of  nature 
and  the  witness  of  his  own  spirit  to  testify  of  the  reasonable- 
ness, truth,  and  certainty  of  the  apostle's  argument.  If,  then, 
the  amount  of  all  that  the  religion  of  the  gospel  requires  of 
us  is  thus  found  written  in  our  hearts  by  the  linger  of  God — 
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if  the  natural  apprehensions  of  what  his  infinite  justice,  pu- 
rity, and  holiness  demand  from  reasonable  creatures  are  thus 
suthcient  to  alarm  the  guilty  and  show  the  sinner  tlie  folly 
of  his  ways,  what  power  of  language  can  express  the  mad- 
ness of  those  who,  to  this  universal  testimony,  have  the  clear 
and  express  declaration  of  the  wrath  of  God  revealed  from 
heaven  against  all  unrighteousness  of  men — the  explicit 
knowledge  that  God  hath  appointed  a  day,  in  the  which  he 
will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness — the  awful  assurance 
that  eternal  happiness  or  everlasting  misery  will  follow  that 
judgment,  according  as  we  have  done  good  or  evil— with  the 
blessed  promise  of  the  Holy  Spikit  to  make  effectual  the  na- 
tural powers  and  faculties  wherewith  God  hath  endowed 
them?  Beloved,  says  the  apostle,  if  our  hearts  condemn  us 
— if  the  natural  reason  and  conscience  of  our  own  minds  bear 
witness  against  us,  God  is  greater  than  our  hearts  and  know- 
eth  all  things;  he  sees  the  secret  springs  and  motives  of  all 
our  conduct;  he,  therefore,  sees  deeper  into  our  guilt,  and 
must  surely  condemn  us. 

Thus,  my  hearers,  we  are  left  without  excuse  every  way. 
Even  the  plea  of  ignorance  is  taken  from  us;  and  deep  must 
be  the  damnation  of  those  who  continue  to  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  tlie  warnings  of  conscience  and  the  counsel  of  God  by  his 
word  and  Spieit. 

The  application  of  what  we  have  said  is  both  general  and 
particular. 

As  we  must  all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  CnmsT, 
and  shall  receive  "according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body," 
the  consequences  of  that  day  should  be  uppermost  in  our 
thoughts  and  foremost  in  our  endeavors;  and  as  it  hath  pleased 
God  to  favor  us  with  the  rule  which  shall  guide  his  righteous 
judgment,  the  award  of  that  tribunal  ought  to  be  the  test  by 
which  to  try  the  worth  of  our  worldly  condition.  WJiatever 
our  state  in  this  life  may  be,  whetlier  high  or  low,  rich  or 
poor,  bond  or  free,  the  duties  belonging  to  it  form  tlie  second 
great  branch  of  tlie  whole  duty  of  man,  and  are  all  comj^re- 
liended  under  the  two  heads  of  justice  and  temperance.  In 
the  observance  of  the  one,  Ave  render  to  all  their  dues;  by 
the  other,  we  are  restrained  from  whatever  may  i>rove  hurt- 
ful cither  to  ourselves  or  to  others.    And  these  points,  we  arc 


NOT   TO   BE   NEGLECTED.  26S 

informed  by  our  Lord,  in  tlie  gospel,  will  be  tlie  subject  mat- 
ter of  his  righteous  judgment.  Hence  we  learn,  my  hearers, 
that  tlie  great  practical  purpose  of  Christ's  religion  is,  the 
restraint  of  our  sinful,  hurtful  passions,  and  the  improvement 
of  our  moral  natures  to  tlie  attainment  of  all  goodness,  right- 
eousness, and  truth.  For  he  that  in  these  things  serveth 
Christ  is  acceptable  to  God  and  approved  of  men. 

By  this  rule,  then,  let  us  try  ourselves  and  prove  our  re- 
ligion; learning,  by  the  example  of  Felix,  that  there  can  be 
no  sure  and  lasting  peace  to  the  unjust  and  incontinent — that, 
sooner  or  later,  our  sins  will  find  us  out — that,  however  se- 
curely or  secretly  committed,  however  we  may  be  able  to 
stifle  the  voice  of  conscience,  yet  a  day  is  coming  when  they 
will  be  openly  exjiosed  before  an  assembled  universe.  If  a 
poor  Heathen  was  constrained  to  tremble  at  the  prospect  of 
God's  righteous  judgment  ou  the  injustice  and  lewdness  of 
his  life,  what  alarms  should  seize  their  consciences,  who, 
under  the  light  of  the  gospel,  perhaps  with  the  profession  of 
it  in  their  mouths,  not  only  do  such  things,  but  have  pleasure 
in  them  that  do  them.  By  the  circumstances  which  belong 
to  this  passage  of  Scripture,  we  are  instructed,  that  however 
profitable  the  practice  of  fraud  and  iniquity  may  be — how- 
ever high  the  chase  of  ambition  may  exalt  us — ^however 
gratifying  the  indulgence  of  our  sensual  passions  may  be,  yet 
a  weight  is  suspended  to  such  practices  which  acts  with  ac- 
cumulating power  in  sinking  such  as  follow  the  lusts  of  the 
flesh  to  the  lowest  grade  of  infamy.  Reason  and  revelation 
alike  condemn  the  unjust  and  sensual  person;  and  the  ad- 
monition of  God's  Holy  Spirit  is  responded  to  by  the  ver- 
dict of  conscience,  in  that  state  of  tremor  and  alarm  w^ith 
which  ft  sense  of  guilt,  the  fear  of  discovery  even  among 
their  fellow  creatures,  with  the  more  terrible  ai:>prehension& 
of  a  future  judgment,  haunt  the  fears  of  wicked  men.  From 
this  ])reponderating  weight  there  is  no  escape  but  by  the  sur- 
render of  every  hope  which  can  cheer  the  valley  and  shadow 
of  death  by  prospects  beyond  the  grave.  The  voice  of  con- 
science may,  indeed,  be  silenced  by  custom  in  sin,  but  it  is 
not,  therefore,  dead.  Awake  it  will,  most  commonly  even 
in  this  life,  as  we  see  exemplified  in  the  case  before  us;  but 
if  not  here,  yet  surely  hereafter,  when  a  certain  fearful  look- 
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ing  for  of  judgment  and  fiery  indignation  sliall  consume  the 
adversary,  not  only  of  God  and  liis  fellow  creatures,  but  of 
liis  own  soul. 

The  particular  application  of  the  subject,  is  to  the  most 
universal  sin  of  which  mankind  is  guilty.  Some  excel  in  one 
species  of  wickedness  and  some  in  another;  but  in  slighting 
and  stifling  the  secret  voice  of  conscience,  in  rejecting  the 
admonition  of  God's  holy  word,  in  opposing  the  convictions 
of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  where  is  the  person  who  is  not,  in  some 
good  degree,  guilty  before  God,  and  at  this  moment  conscious 
of  having  repeatedly  said,  if  not  in  words,  yet  in  conduct, 
"Go  thy  w^ay  for  this  time;  when  I  have  a  convenient  season 
I  will  call  for  thee." 

My  fellow  sinner,  who  art  thus  treasuring  up  wrath  against 
the  day  of  wrath  and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God,  let  the  example  of  poor  Felix,  and  what  little  I  have 
been  enabled  to  say  upon  it,  be  a  warning  to  thee  for  the 
time  to  come.     I  know  thy  mind  is  now  busy,  and  a  contest 
is  going  on  within  thee,  the  flesh  lusting  against  the  Spikit, 
and  the  Spikit  against  the  flesh — the  pride  of  thy  unhumbled 
heart  against  the  guilt  and  folly  of  persisting  in  rebellion 
against  God  and  nature,  against  the  reason  of  thy  own  mind, 
the  convictions  of  thy  conscience,  and  the  religion  of  the  gos- 
pel.    Oh!  let  me  now  throw  my  mite  into  the  scale  of  thy, 
salvation,  and,  in  the  impressive  words  of  my  Redeemer,  ask 
thee,  "What  will  it  profit  thee  to  gain  the  whole  world  and 
lose  thy  own  soul?"  What  will  the  gains  of  injustice,  the  en- 
joyments of  sinful  pleasure,  the  praise  of  men,  or  the  ap- 
plause of  scofiers  and  mockers  at  religion,  do  for  thee  in  that 
day  when  God  shall  judge  the  secrets  of  men  according  to 
the  gospel  of  Ciikist?     0  let  not  the  secret  workiugls  of  thy 
heart  this  day,  then,  rise  in  judgment  against  thee,  and  another 
putting  off  to  a  more  convenient  season  the  many  calls  and 
invitations  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  shut  thee  up,  perhaps,  in 
judicial  blindness  and  hardness  of  heart.  Make  not  a  preach- 
ed gospel  the  savor  of  death  to  thy  soul,  by  rejecting  the 
truth  which  is  according  to  godliness,  but  surrender  thyself 
to  that  word  which  now  whispers,  "This  is  the  way,  walk 
ye  in  it." 

My  christian  brethren,  let  us,  too,  take  warning. by  the  ad- 
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monition  given  us  in  the  case  of  Felix.  Let  us  make  con- 
science of  what  wo  lu'ofess.  Remember,  that  unto  whom 
much  is  given,  of  the  same  shall  much  be  required.  That  not 
every  one  that  saith  to  Christ,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  That  to  all  workers  of  iniquity,  to 
all  unchaste  and  unclean  persons,  no  matter  how  loud  and 
zealous  they  may  be  in  a  profession  of  religion,  he  will  say, 
"I  know  you  not,  depart  from  me,  ye  cursed."  Remember 
that  the  agreement  of  practice  with  profession  constitutes  the 
beauty  of  holiness;  that  we  are  bound  to  exercise  ourselves 
continually  to  have  a  conscience  void  of  offence  towards  God 
and  towards  men.  Therefore,  my  brethren,  "If  ye  know 
these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them."  An  approving 
conscience  is  the  witness  of  God  within  us.  Watch,  there- 
fore, for  that  testimony;  and  when,  in  the  many  trials  of  the 
present  life,  temptation  may  get  the  better  of  you,  listen  to 
the  reproof  conscience  shall  then  bring  with  a  ready  mind, 
follow  the  direction  it  shall  give,  and  let  instant  repentance 
and  reparation  be  the  convenient  season  to  call  for  that  help 
which  God  is  ever  ready  to  give  to  those  who  tremble  at  his 
word.  Thus  shall  the  kingdom  of  God  be  set  up  in  your 
hearts,  and  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost, 
give  you  a  foretaste  of  that  blessedness  which  awaits  the 
faithful  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 


[Vol.  2,— *18.] 


SERMON  XXIII. 

A  WARNING   TO   UNBELIEVEKS, 

John  iii.  18,  middle  clause.  * 

But  he  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already. 

The  gi-eat  purpose  of  revelation  is,  to  discover  to  us  mor- 
tals, those  things  which  our  senses  can  by  no  means  compass, 
or  of  which  we  at  best  can  have  but  a  feeble  and  obscure 
perception.  Though  the  visible  things  of  God,  the  wonders 
of  the  material  world,  hourly  declare  his  eternal  power  and 
godhead,  and  present  him  to  us  in  all  the  splendor  of  his  in- 
communicable attributes;  though  the  daily  and  hourly  mer- 
cies of  his  providence  might  teach  us  that  lesson  of  love,  grati- 
tude, and  thankfulness,  which  protection,  support,  and  sup-, 
ply  should  bring  home  to  our  hearts;  yet  our  own  experience, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  great  record  of  human  depravity,  might 
instruct  us  that  more  is  needed  than  the  outward  natural 
knowledge  of  God,  to  contribute  to  our  present  or  future 
comfort.  The  things  that  may  be  known  of  God,  from  the 
contemplation  of  his  works,  though  grand  and  impressive, 
are,  nevertheless,  oppressive  and  overcoming  to  our  feeble 
and  depraved  faculties.  So  infinite  is  the  distance  between 
the  glorious  Creator,  and  the  poor,  finite,  perishing  creature, 
that  it  appears  presumptuous  in  the  extreme  to  venture  upon 
such  lofty  meditations.  Yet  from  the  very  constitution  of  our 
nature  we  are  drawn  to  such  contemplations.  Whenever  our 
nobler  faculties  are  disengaged  from  the  immediate  contact 
of  sensible  things,  the  spirit  within  us  seeks  her  kindred 
skies,  and  the  active  mind  labors  to  draw  aside  the  veil  which 
shrouds  the  Eternal  from  our  view.  But,  alas!  my  friends, 
all  is  darkness  and  conjecture  to  our  limited  powers;  and 
what  is  worse,  all  is  overwhelming  and  comtbrtless  to  our  la- 
boring, anxious  minds:  clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about 
him,  so  that  man  cannot  search  out  the  Almighty  to  perfec- 
tion.    "What  he  can  attain  to,  independent  of  revelation,  fills 
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him  with  wonder,  amazement,  and  fear;  so  that  he  is  ready 
now,  as  on  tlie  first  transgression,  to  hide  himself  from  God — 
to  make  his  escape  from  Him,  in  whom  he  hves,  and  moves, 
and  has  his  being,  by  whose  power  he  is  protected  and  pre- 
served, by  whose  mercy  he  is  spared,  by  whose  bounty  his 
wants  are  supplied,  and  by  whose  compassionate  love  all  his 
disability,  ignorance,  poverty,  weakness,  and  sinfulness,  is 
provided  for  atid  removed. 

Could  this  be  so,  my  hearers,  were  every  thing  between 
God  and  our  souls  at  ]3eace  and  in  harmony?     Could  the  con- 
templation of  the  only  wise,  infinitely  good,  and  most  merci- 
ful God,  fill  our  hearts  with  fear  and  dismay,  were  we  not 
conscious  of  such  a  separation  between  him  and  us  as  can  be 
removed  by  no  human  power?     Could  our  natural  notions  of 
tl^at  great  and  good  Being  who  governs  the  universe  be  pain- 
ful and  oppressive,  were  it  not  that  we  feel  that  we  are,  every 
way,  in  every  imagination  and  thought  of  our  hearts,  and  in 
the  whole  practice  of  our  lives,  opposed  to  his  righteous  gov- 
ernment, and  unworthy  of  his  regard?     Impossible,  my  bre- 
thren; there  must  be  a  cause  for  every  eflect,  and  the  same 
argument  which  is  conclusive  for  the  being  of  God,  is  equally 
strong  in  its  application  to  the  existence  of  sin,  as  the  fatal 
cause  of  that  enmity  and  oj^position  to  him,  which  is  mani- 
fested in  the  natural  man.     If,  with  the  volume  of  nature 
spread  out  before  us,  we  can  perceive  nothing  of  God  but 
what  binds  us  up  in  sullen  subjection  to  his  infinite  power — 
if  his  eternal  godhead,  abstract  from  what  is  revealed,  fur- 
nishes no  channel  of  help,  no  comfort  of  hope,  no  ofier  of 
mercy,  to  such  creatures  as  we  are,  what  do  we  not  owe,  my 
friends,  to  that  revelation  which  so  richly  supplies  our  seve- 
rest want,  and  so  freely  provides  for  our  highest  comfort,  in 
the  knowledge  of  God  reconciling  the  world  to  himself  by 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  discoveries  made  to  us  of  our  origi- 
nal, present,  and  future  condition?    Here,  and  here  only,  can 
our  anxious  fears  and  restless  conjectures  find  repose.     And, 
however  impiety  may  rave,  or  infidelity  muster  up  her  shat- 
tered arguments  and  powerless  objections — however  the  cares 
of  this  life,  and  the  deceitfulness  of  riches,  and  the  lusts  of 
other  things  may,  and,  alas!  do,  defeat  the  gracious  purpose 
of  God  in  the  revelation  of  his  ^on,  yet,  in  the  closing  scene 
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of  tliis  life's  pilgrimage,  when  the  hopes  and  fears  of  time 
give  place  to  those  of  eternity,  the  nnited  testimony  of  saint 
and  sinner  bears  witness  to  that  recorded  truth  b}^  which  the 
everlasting  condition  of  each  shall  be  determined;  then  it  is, 
when  ti'cmbling  on  the  verge  of  a  new  being,  tliat  those  who, 
in  the  day  of  health  and  strength,  in  the  pursuit  of  profit  and 
pleasure,  care  for  none  of  these  things,  and  harden  their 
hearts  against  the  truth,  show  that  there  is  a  witness  for  rev- 
elation which  no  sophistry  can  defeat. 

To  that  revelation,  then,  let  me  now  direct  3^our  most  ear- 
nest attention,  as  the  only  source  from  whence  you  can  de- 
rive any  useful  knowledge  of  yourselves,  any  comfortable 
knowledge  of  God,  or  any  hope  that  is  worth  depending  upon; 
and,  in  going  along  with  me  in  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
mentous discover}^  made  in  the  words  of  my  text,  prepare 
yourselves  to  settle  the  most  awful  inquiry  which  can  occupy 
the  tlioughts  of  accountable  beings,  to-wit:  whether  you  are 
believers,  in  the  Scripture  sense  of  the  word,  or  whether  you 
are  yet  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  in  the  bonds  of  iniquity. 

"For  he  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already." 

To  assist  what  I  can  in  this  very  important  inquiry,  in  the 

FiiiST  place,  I  shall  show  you  the  ground  on  which  our 
Lord  asserts  the  fact  declared  i,n  the  words  of  the  text — that 
every  unbeliever  is  condemned  already. 

Skcondly,  I  shall  point  out  to  yon  the  method  which  God 
hath  been  pleased  to  provide  and  appoint  for  the  removal  of 
this  condenmation.     In  the 

Tniui)  place,  I  shall  show  you  what  is  meant  by  believing 
in  Curist;  and,  then. 

Conclude  with  an  application  of  the  subject  to  the  differ- 
ent descriptions  of  those  who  are  now  in  the  presence  of  God 
for  life  or  for  death. 

I.  First,  the  ground  on  which  our  Lord  asserts  the  fact, 
declared  in  the  words  of  the  text,  that  every  unbeliever  is  con- 
demned already,  tluit  is,  is  under  a  sentence  of  eternal  death. 

Before  I  come  directly  to  the  point,  I  wish  to  premise  that 
the  words  of  my  text  are  a  ])art  of  tliat  remarkable  discourse 
which  our  blessed  Lord  held  with  Nicodemus.  The  inquiry 
of  the  Jewish  Rabbi  was  prompted  by  an  anxious  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  his  soul.     Though  a  member  of  the  Jewish 
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Sanhedrim,  and  from  what  we  learn  of  him  in  holy  writ,  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Old  Testament  Church,  yet  the  fame 
of  our  Saviour's  miracles,  and  the  nature  of  his  doctrine,  led 
him  to  such  a  consideration  of  all  that  Moses  and  the  prophets 
had  spoken,  that  he  saw  there  was  yet  in  reserve  a  fulfilment 
of  the  mercy  promised  to  the  fathers,  which  embraced  still 
clearer  discoveries  of  that  great  purpose  of  God,  which  was 
obscurely  shadowed  out  in  the  sacrifices  and  expiations  of 
the  ceremonial  law.  The  fulness  of  time,  too,  was  come,  in 
which  He  who  was  the  desire  of  all  nations  should  be  mani- 
fested to  Israel.  From  all  these  circumstances  he  was  moved, 
I  doubt  not,  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  desire  that  interview 
with  Jesus  of  Nazareth  which  St.  John  has  recorded,  from 
which  he  received  the  great  outline  of  the  gospel,  and  from 
which  we  derive,  in  express  words,  those  fundamental  doc- 
trines which,  however  they  may  be  contained  in  and  inferred 
from  other  passages  of  the  Scriptures,  yet  had  this  part  of 
the  gospel  never  come  down  to  us,  would  have  been,  more 
than  they  now  are,  the  objects  of  dispute  and  contention  in 
the  Christian  world.  Hardly,  my  hearers,  do  we  believe 
what  God  hath  spoken  to  us  by  his  Son,  of  the  truth  of  which 
we  have  an  internal  witness — eagerly  do  we  catch  at  any 
supposed  ambiguity  in  the  great  rule  of  our  religious  duties, 
and  most  willingly  would  we  pare  down  the  law  of  righteous- 
ness to  our  sinful  standard.  What,  then,  would  have  been 
our  darkness  had  these  first  principles  been  wrapt  up  in  that 
mystery  which  would  have  opened  to  the  most  persevering 
and  anxious  research,  and  to  that  alone,  the  foundation  of 
our  hope,  the  rule  of  our  conduct.  Mark  here,  my  brethren, 
the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  Him,  who,  seeing  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end,  and  knowing  what  is  in  man,  hath  so  di- 
rected the  revelation  of  his  will  that  he  that  runs  may  read, 
that  he  that  hears  may  understand,  that  he  that  understands 
may  apply — so  that  he  that  thus  hath  may  have  more  abun- 
dance, while  he  that  thus  hath  not  shall  be  deprived  of  that 
which  he  seemeth  to  have,  that  every  mouth  may  be  stopped 
before  God,  and  our  final  condeumation  proceed  from  our 
own  lips.  "O  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of  the  wisdom 
and  knowledge  of  God;  liow  unsearchable  are  his  judgments, 
and  his  ways  past  finding  out." 
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These  reflections,  my  hearers,  are  drawn  from  me,  not  only 
from  the  circumstances  attending  the  words  which  make  the 
subject  matter  of  my  discourse,  but  because  they  .strike  at 
the  root  of  that  carelessness  and  neglect  of  the  Scriptures 
•which  is  the  true  cause  of  the  unbelief  and  impiety  which 
abound  among  us,  at  that  presumptuous  enlargement  and 
contraction  of  God's  true  and  faithful  word,  which  shall  make 
it  fit  our  depraved  standard,  and  give  countenance  to  a  hope 
which  is  like  the  spider's  web  or  the  chafi'  which  the  win<] 
scattGreth  abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

But,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  this  vain  and  delusive,  un- 
founded and  inconsiderate  hope,  in  the  sweeping  exercise  of 
which  so  many  take  shelter  while  they  are  perfect  strangers 
to  the  only  foundation,  is  rooted  out  by  the  words  of  my 
text,  which  contain  a  doctrine  of  all  others  the  most  abhor- 
rent to  the  nominal  superficial  believer  in  the  Christian  reli- 
gioiL  They  aifirm,  in  terms  which  admit  of  no  subterfuge 
or  qualification,  the  fallen,  ruined  condition  of  the  human 
race — the  total  separation  from  God,  and  absolute  condem- 
nation to  death,  temporal  and  eternal,  which  original  sin 
drew  upon  Adam  and  all  his  posterity,  and  as  a  clear  conse- 
<|uence,  the  utter  incapacity  of  man  to  retrieve  himself  from 
this  body  of  death — the  corruption  of  all  his  faculties — ^the 
destruction  of  all  his  vain  and  self-righteous  hopes.  Tliis  is 
the  fact  which  our  Lord  afiirms  so  strongly  in  the  words  of 
my  text;  and  the  ground  or  reason  on  which  the  assertion  is 
jnade,  is  this: — 

When  it  pleased  God  to  call  into  existence  a  race  of  be- 
ings, made  only  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  and  endued 
•with  all  the  faculties  correspondent  to  their  place  in  the  scale 
of  creation,  he  placed  them  under  the  direction  of  a  law, 
pure,  holy,  and  perfect,  a  transcript  of  the  divine  perfec- 
tions. In  obedience  to  this  law  for  a  season — (according  to 
the  universal  impressions  of  all  divines,  though  no  where  in 
the  word  of  Ood  so  far  as  I  know  it,  is  the  limit  defined;  ne- 
vertheless, from  the  circumstances  it  is  faii-ly  infeiTed) — in 
obedience  to  this  law  for  a  season,  I  say,  a  deathless  life  and 
immortal  glory  were  attainable,  Avhile  the  awful  alternative 
of  endless  death  and  eternal  misery  were  fairly  threatened 
as  the  consequence  of  disobedience.    "This  do,  and  thou  shalt 
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live" — this  transgress,  and  thou  shalt  die,  was  the  fair  and 
declared  condition  upon  which  man,  thoroughly  furnished 
for  his  trial,  stood  for  immortality.  But  he  transgressed  and 
fell,  he  disobeyed  and  incurred  the  curse — "In  the  day  thou 
eatest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die."  Die  he  did,  my  breth- 
ren, to  all  spiritual  and  heavenly  purposes;  the  image  of  Goi> 
in  his  soul  was  extinguished,  the  empire  of  death  over  his 
body  was  established,  and  an  impassable  barrier  between 
heaven  and  earth  was  built  up  by  human  sin,  which  no  hu- 
man righteousness  could  take  away.  But  he  fell  not  alone — 
the  curse  of  the  law  was  not  exhausted  on  the  transgressor, 
nor  the  appetite  of  death  satisfied  with  one  sacrifice — with 
him  his  posterity  were  subjected  to  all  the  penalties  conse- 
quent on  his  sin,  "For  as  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  sin,  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  in 
that  all  have  sinned."  But  let  no  man  say  there  is  unright- 
eousness with  God,  in  thus  "visiting  the  sins  of  the  father  upon 
the  children,"  For,  as  we  who  are  his  posterity  would  have 
shared  all  the  advantages  of  his  triumph  had  he  stood,  the 
justice  of  God  stands  clear  of  all  imputation  in  our  suffering 
under  the  consequences  of  his  disgrace,  even  though  we  have 
"not  sinned  after  the  similitude  of  Adam's  transgression." 

Such,  my  hearers,  is  the  ground  or  reason  of  that  univer- 
sal condemnation  asserted  in  the  text.  For  disobedience  to 
this  pure  and  holy  law,  in  the  progenitor  and  representative 
of  the  human  race,  the  sentence  of  the  law  hath  gone  forth 
against  all  mankind;  and  they  are  unalterably  bound  by  the 
infinite  truth,  purity,  holiness,  and  justice  of  Almighty  God, 
to  the  performance  or  the  penalty.  This  is  the  true  state  of 
every  soul  born  into  this  present  evil  world.  The  rigorous 
demands  of  the  law  must  be  complied  with,  the  offended 
justice  of  God  must  be  satisfied,  while  our  fallen  condition 
has  rendered  either  impossible.  Shut  up  and  concluded  un- 
der sin,  independent  of  our  own  personal  transgressions 
against  God,  well  may  we  join  the  apostle  Paul,  in  his  deep 
experience  of  the  boundless  extent  of  our  depravity  and  ruin, 
and  exclaim  with  him,  O  wretched  creatures  that  we  are! 
who  shall  deliver  us  from  the  body  of  this  death?  Delivered 
we  must  be,  my  hearers,  or  perish  eternally;  and,  thanks  be 
to  God,  through  our  Lokd  Jesus  Christ  this  deliverance  is 
freely  offered  in  the  gospel  to  every  child  of  Adam. 
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11.  Of  the  metliod  of  tliis  deliverance  I  am  now,  in  the 
second  place,  to  speak. 

It  is  a  remark  I  have  somewhere  met  with,  that  man's  ex- 
tremity is  God's  opportunity'.  And  while  tliis  is  verified  in 
the  constant  experience  of  his  providence,  it  is  most  power- 
fully brought  home  to  the  heart  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
riches  of  his  grace,  in  the  redemption  of  the  world  by  his  only 
begotten  Son. 

Sunk  in  all  the  misery  and  helplessness  of  sin;  justly  cast 
off  from  the  favor  of  God;  pursued  by  the  curse  of  the  broken 
law;  exposed  to  the  vengeance  which  infinite  justice  demand- 
ed, whither  could  the  fallen  sinner  flee?  Heaven  was  barred 
against  him;  the  earth  was  cursed  for  his  sake;  hell  was  moved 
from  beneath  to  receive  him;  no-mercy  could  be  found  in  the 
law  itself;  future  obedience,  had  it  been  possible,  could  avail 
nothing  to  cancel  the  debt  already  contracted — "Thus,  by  the 
offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condem- 
nation." In  this  extremity',  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  had 
compassion  on  the  work  of  his  hands,  and,  by  his  only  be- 
gotten Son,  provided  for  our  recovery.  To  remove  the  con- 
demnation  under  which  we  labored,  consistent  with  the 
dignity  and  holiness  of  Jehovah,  no  other  mode  remained, 
than  by  rendering  to  offended  justice  the  satisfaction  required 
by  the  broken  law,  and  to  the  law  itself,  the  obedience  de- 
manded by  the  purity  and  holiness  of  its  precepts.  This  was 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  our  ransom — the  purchase  of  that 
mercy,  which,  by  the  gospel,  is  freely  offered  to  us.  As  we 
fell  in  a  representative,  so  in  a  representative  are  we  saved. 
The  Lord  Jesus,  by  the  will  of  God,  became  the  representa- 
tive of  fallen  man,  undertook  in  our  stead  to  fulfil  the  de- 
mands of  the  law,  and  atone  for  our  sins.  Hence  the  deep 
mystery  of  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  that,  in  the 
very  truth  of  that  nature  in  which  it  was  broken,  the  right- 
eousness of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled.  That  he  who,  as  God, 
could  not  suffer,  might,  in  the  pain  and  agony  of  the  cross, 
taste  death  for  every  man,  and  expiate  the  guilt  of  human 
sin.  By  this  great  and  gracious  undertaking  of  our  blessed 
LoKD,  the  relation  in  which  man  stood  to  his  Creator  was 
changed.  By  the  personal  obedience  of  Jesus  as  our  repre- 
sentative, the  law  was  fulfilled  and  honored.  By  the  personal 
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sufferings  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  our  stead,  full  satisfaction 
was  made  to  the  Divine  justice,  and  a  door  of  mercy  opened, 
so  that  God  could  be  "just,  and  the  justifier  of  him  that  be- 
lieved in  Jesus."  The  demands  of  the  law  being  fully  satis- 
fied ''by  the  righteousness  of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon  all 
men  to  justification  of  life."  This  great,  glorious,  and  gra- 
cious undertaking,  my  brethren,  is  the  foundation  of  the  gos- 
pel; and  the  gospel  itself  is  a  communication  from  heaven, 
declaring  the  glad  tidings  to  sinful  mortals,  for  the  obedience 
of  faith;  that  is,  that  they  might  believe,  obey,  and  be  saved. 
In  this  message  of  grace,  God  reveals  himself,  by  his  Son, 
reconciled  to  his  creatures;  and,  in  the  freeness  and  fulness 
of  his  mercy,  discharges  them  from  the  law  or  covenant  of 
works,  and  proposes  a  new  and  more  gracious  covenant,  ac- 
cording to  which,  the  reward  of  eternal  life  is  promised  to 
the  renewed  obedience  of  penitent  sinners,  through  faith 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  "Him  hath  God  exalted  a  prince 
and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  unto  Israel,  and  remission 
of  sins."  To  him  is  committed  the  management  and  direc- 
tion of  that  Church  which  he  bought  with  his  own  blood;  :'n 
him  is  laid  up  for  us  sinners,  fulness  of  grace  to  sanctify  and 
save;  and  to  him  is  transferred  and  made  over,  the  right  to 
judge  his  people,  to  acquit  and  condemn  them,  according  to 
the  merciful  and  gracious  terms  of  the  gospel.  So  that  every 
way,  "there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among 
men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved,"  save  only  "the  name  of 
Jrsus  Christ  of  Nazareth." 

Thus  we  see,  my  brethren,  the  wonderful  method  which 
the  wisdom  of  God  hath  provided  and  appointed  for  our  de- 
liverance from  the  curse  of  the  law,  to  remove  the  condem- 
nation which  sin  had  brought  upon  the  world,  and  make 
room  for  the  exercise  of  mercy;  and  this  in  a  way  consistent 
with  all  his  perfections — so  that  "mercy  and  truth  are  met 
together,  righteousness  and  peace  have  kissed  each  other." 
And  thus  we  see  the  ground  of  the  grand  doctrine  of  our  re- 
ligion, salvation  by  grace  through  faith,  not  of  works,  lest 
any  man  should  boast.  "We  were  gone  for  ever,  my  hearers, 
every  way  lost  and  undone,  condemned  by  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God,  and  delivered  over  to  the  awful  conse- 
quences of  sin  and  rebellion. 
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To  relieve  or  deliver  from  this  condition,  there  was  no  help 
in  man — no  atonement  in  his  power  to  make.  Therefore,  if 
saved  at  all,  it  must  be  by  an  act  of  grace  or  favor  on  the 
part  of  God;  and  the  method,  together  with  the  means,  must 
be  altogether  of  his  appointment.  But  of  what  use  to  us  if 
not  made  known?  ''IIuw  shall  we  call  on  Eim  in  whom  we 
have  not  believed,  and  how  shall  we  believe  on  Him  of  whom 
we  have  not  heard,  and  how  shall  we  hear  w^ithout  a  preach- 
er," without  a  revelation  from  God?  Ponder  these  things,  ye 
who  carelessly  neglect  the  word  of  God  and  the  means  of 
grace.  Commune  with  your  own  hearts,  and  see  what  you 
can  do,  or  what  you  can  hope  for,  without  this  help  from 
heaven;  and  be  no  longer  faithless  but  believing — no  longer 
reject  the  counsel  of  God  against  your  own  souls,  but  submit 
yourselves  to  the  righteousness  of  God,  which,  by  the  gospel, 
is  now  manifested  without  the  law,  even  that  righteousness 
which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Chkist.  "For  he  that  believeth 
not  is  condemned  already." 

I  come  now,  in  the 

III.  Third  place,  to  show  you  what  is  meant  by  believing 
in  Christ. 

And,  first,  it  is  to  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed  to  us 
in  the  Scriptures — a  hearty,  humble  assent  to  the  truth  of  our 
own  condition  as  therein  made  known  to  us.  This  it  is  which 
must  prepare  the  way  for  our  recovery  from  the  power  of  sin 
and  Satan,  and  turn  our  views  to  God;  for  nothing  but  a 
knowledge  of  our  disease  can  bring  us  to  seek  a  remedy 
against  it.  All  that  we  can  perceive  witli  our  outward  senses 
speaks  to  us  of  a  Power  supreme  and  invisible,  by  whom  all 
things  are  created  and  upheld,  and  "in  whom  we  live,  and 
move,  and  have  our  being."  Our  relation  to  that  Being,  and 
the  purpose  we  are  to  answer  in  the  infinite  scale  of  his  works, 
must  ever  be  a  subject  of  anxious  thought  and  inquiry  to  a 
reasonable  creature.  But  whence  shall  we  derive  this  know- 
ledge unless  from  the  source  of  all  wisdom,  and  goodness,  and 
truth?  "Surely  there  is  a  vein  for  the  silver,  and  a  place  for 
gold  where  they  find  it."  Natural  things,  those  which  are 
outward  and  the  objects  of  our  senses,  we  are  capable,  in 
some  good  degree,  of  comprehending;  but  all  beyond  is  dark- 
ness, doubt,  and  conjecture.     "Where,  then,  shall  wisdom  be 


276  A   "WARNING   TO    UNBELIEVERS. 

found,  and  where  is  the  place  of  understanding?  Man  knoweth 
not  the  price  thereof,  neither  is  it  found  in  the  land  of  the 
living."  Whence,  then,  but  by  revelation  can  we  compass  it? 
For  '"God  alone  understandeth  the  way  thereof,  and  knoweth 
the  place  thereof."  To  him,  then,  alone  must  we  look,  and 
from  him  alone  can  we  receive  what  is  so  needful  to  our  pre- 
sent comfort,  so  encouraging  to  our  futui-e  hopes.  For  all 
that  our  internal  senses,  the  active  power  of  our  souls  in  the 
exercise  of  our  rational  faculties,  can  bring  us  to,  is,  the  de- 
plorable darkness  and  ignorance  under  which  we  labor  re- 
specting spiritual  things,  so  that  the  word  which  God  hath 
revealed  to  us  by  his  Son  is  no  less  the  subject  matter  of  faith 
than  the  o'jject  of  desire  to  every  considerate,  well  disposed 
mind.  Hence  we  see,  my  hearers,  that  neglect  or  rejection 
of  revelation  is  a  bar  to  all  progress  or  advancement  in  the 
way  of  salvation,  inasmuch  as  it  is  equally  a  contempt  of  our 
own  wants  and  of  God's  mercj' — of  the  reason  of  our  own 
minds  and  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jksus.  And  hence  it  is, 
that  so  man}^  are  delivered  over  to  strong  delusion,  that  they 
should  believe  a  lie,  in  some  invention  of  man  or  deceit  of 
the  devil,  to  the  ruin  of  their  souls — ''Who  believed  not  the 
truth,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness."  O  that  those 
who  ai-e  brave  enough  thus  to  risk  their  immortal  souls  in 
neglecting  this  great  salvation,  would  but  consider  their  folly 
in  thinking  themselves  wiser  than  God,  and  better  able  to 
understand  his  will  and  purpose,  in  the  salvation  of  sinners, 
than  that  Word  which  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us, 
and  hath  plainly  showed  unto  us  the  way  of  salvation. 

Secondly,  it  is  so  to  believe  the  testimony  God  hath  given  of 
his  Son  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  as  to  rely  on  him  for  life 
and  salvation.  This  includes  in  it,  my  brethren,  a  reception 
of  Jesus  as  the  light  and  life  of  men — as  the  word  and  wis- 
dom of  God,  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth — the  great  atonement  for  our  lives  in  the  sacrifice 
of  the  cross — the  assurance  of  our  hope  in  the  triumph  of  his 
resurrection — the  dependence  of  his  people  for  every  supply 
of  spiritual  grace — the  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man 
— the  gi'eat  Intercessor  through  whom  the  inlirniity  of  our 
prayers  and  the  unworthiness  of  our  best  services  find  ac- 
ceptance with  God — the  Revealer  of  his  will  to  us  creatures 
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— Lord  of  all  things — Jndge  of  all  men — God  manifest  in 
the  flesh  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  With  these  com- 
manding claims  on  our  attention,  the  gospel  invites  us  to 
come  to  him — to  receive  hiin  as  the  Lord  our  Righteousness, 
and  to  commit  our  souls,  bodies,  and  spirits,  to  his  lore, 
faithfulness,  and  power,  for  eternal  life.  It  includes,  also,  a 
renunciation  of  all  merit  vr  deserving  on  our  part,  from  any 
righteousness  of  our  own;  all  proud,  lofty  endeavor  of  our- 
selves to  please  God,  and  by  our  works  to  purchase  salvation. 
This  is  tiie  hard  saying  which  few  are  able  to  hear — this  is 
the  great  stumbling  block  to  the  pride  of  our  ftillen  nature; 
but  it  is  the  very  entrance  to  salvation  by  grace  through  faith. 
For  if  righteousness  come  by  the  law — if  we  as  fallen  crea- 
tures can  answer  the  demands  of  the  law,  then  is  Christ  dead 
in  vain.  By  thus  going  about  to  establish  our  own  righteous- 
ness, we  rebel  against  that  righteousness  of  God's  appoint- 
ment which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.  "For  he  is  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth  and 
speaketh  on  this  wise."  That  "if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy 
mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that 
Gon  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved." 

Lastly,  it  is  heartily  and  steadily  to  obey  the  commands  of 
Christ  delivered  to  us  in  the  gospel. 

This  is  the  crown  of  the  whole,  the  only  evidence  we  can 
have  that  we  possess  the  faith  of  God's  elect,  the  saving  faith 
of  the  gospel,  which  unites  us  to  our  living  Head  as  branches 
to  the  vine,  and  derives  from  him  that  living  power  which 
overcomes  the  world;  that  spiritual  help  by  which  holiness 
is  begun,  maintained,  and  pterfected  in  the  present  life,  ma- 
king us  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light.  Any 
other  notion  of  faith,  my  hearers,  is  false  and  unscriptural — 
any  other  definition  of  it  than  as  a  principle  of  love  and  obe- 
dience, is  sure  to  cast  those  who  entertain  it  into  all  the  dan- 
ger and  difficulty  of  antinomiafU  delusion  or  Pharisaical  pre- 
sumption. Bare  abstract  believing  can  save  no  man.  "It 
is  dead,"  says  St.  James,  "being  alone;"  which  is  fully 
confirmed  by  John  the  Baptist's  declaration — "He  that  be- 
lieveth on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life,  but  he  that  believeth 
not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
on  him;"  that  is,  "he  is  condemned  already,  because  he  hath 
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not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God," 
BO  as  to  keep  liis  commandments. 

It  remains  to  apply  what  has  been  said. 

It  appears,  then,  my  hearers,  that  we  stand  in  the  situation 
of  condemned  criminals  reprieved  by  the  mercy  of  the  jndge; 
that  the  present  life  is  to  determine  whether  the  original  sen- 
tence shall  be  executed  upon  us  or  not.  This  in  itself  is 
more  than  sufficient  to  stir  up  every  exertion  we  are  capable 
of,  to  escape  the  condemnation  we  labor  under.  But  when, 
in  addition  to  this,  we  consider  that  the  compassion  of  God 
and  love  of  Chkist  hath  provided,  not  only  for  our  escape 
from  a  most  just  sentence,  but  for  our  attainment  of  the 
original  glory  and  blessedness  from  which  sin  had  shut  us 
out,  what  limit  should  there  be  to  the  grateful  love  with 
which  we  should  hear  and  receive  the  glad  tidings  of  mercy 
revealed  in  the  gospel — to  that  willing  obedience  we  should 
render  to  what  is  required  of  us? 

Let  m.e  ask  you,  then — and  O  that  God  would  help  you  to 
the  true  answer — are  you  believers  or  not  in  the  name  of  the 
only  begotten  Son  of  God?  On  the  answer  you  can  make  to 
this  important  question  depends  all  that  can  be  dear  to  you 
in  time  and  in  eternity.  Therefore,  let  me  exhort  you,  by 
the  worth  of  your  immortal  souls,  not  to  trifle  with  this 
solemn  inquiry.  Many,  it  is  to  be  feared,  have  built  up  for 
themselves  some  unhallowed  hope  in  which  they  speak  peace 
to  themselves  while  there  is  no  peace.  Careless  of  God's 
revealed  word,  ignorant  of  the  true  condition  of  human  na- 
ture, and  of  the  terms  of  salvation  through  faith  in  a  cruci- 
fied Saviour,  they  run,  blinded  by  their  own  folly  and  pre- 
sumption, headlong  to  destruction.  To  such,  let  the  solemn 
warning  of  my  text  be  a  word  in  season  this  day.  Against 
the  condemnation  therein  proclaimed  there  is  but  one  refuge, 
in  a  hearty  submission  to  God's  appointed  method  of  deliver- 
ance by  faith  in  that  Jesus  wiio  died,  the  just  for  the  unjust, 
that  he  might  bring  us  to  God.  Let  those  who  consent  in  gen- 
eral to  the  truth  of  revelation,  but  go  no  deeper  into  it  tlian  to 
skim  from  the  surface  a  vague  and  indeterminate  trust  in 
God's  mercy,  learn  from  hence,  that  that  mercy  has  a  rule, 
and  that  no  otherwise  can  it  be  applied  to  their  souls  than 
by  a  real,  living,  and  effectual  reception  of  the  truth,  to  the 
renewal  and  sanctification  of  the  life. 
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To  those  who  trust  in  the  morality  of  their  lives — who  flatter 
themselves  that  they  do  no  harm — that  they  are,  upon  the 
whole,  better  than  others,  and  proudly  trust  in  tlieir  own 
righteousness,  renouncing  it  only  in  words — ^let  the  words  of 
my  text  give  a  juster  view  of  themselves,  and  show  them 
that  in  the  Lord  Jesus  only  have  we  righteousness  and 
strength.  That  until  we  are  interested  in  him  by  the  faith  of 
the  operation  of  God,  we  are  condemned  and  helpless  aliens 
from  God,  and  without  a  hope  of  his  mercy.  And  let  the 
whole  tribe  of  careless,  thoughtless,  prayerless,  world-hunting, 
pleasure-loving  creatures,  see  here  their  true  condition.  Con- 
demned already,  and  wasting  the  precious  moments  of  their 
reprieve  in  "treasuring  up  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath." 
O  that  God  would  now  be  pleased  to  touch  your  hearts,  to 
show  you  your  danger,  and  to  sanctify  his  true  and  faithful 
word  to  awaken  you  from  the  sleep  of  death,  before  everlast- 
ing ruin  seize  upon  your  souls.    Amen. 
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Let  us,  therefore,  fear,  lest  a  promise  being  left  us  of  entering  into  his 
rest,  any  of  you  should  seem  to  come  short  of  it. 

"AVliatsoever  things  were  written  aforetime,  were  written 
for  our  learning,"  says  the  apostle;  the  volume  of  inspiration, 
therefore,  contains  all  that  is  wanted  by  us  for  "instruction 
in  righteousness."  And  in  this  collection  of  the  experience 
of  the  people  of  God  in  past  ages,  we  see  as  in  a  glass,  my 
brethren,  the  contest  of  our  fallen  nature  with  divine  grace, 
and  are  admonished,  both  by  the  failure  and  success  of  those 
who  have  gone  before  us,  to  take  heed  to  ourselves,  and  to 
increase  our  "diligence,"  in  making  "our  calling  and  election 
sure."  But  more  particularly,  in  the  dealings  of  God  Avith 
the  children  of  Israel,  his  chosen  people,  is  the  Christian 
Church  admonished  to  take  heed,  lest  there  be  in  any  of  its 
members  "an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the 
living  God,"  either  by  perverting  the  doctrines  or  by  depart- 
ing from  the  precepts  of  the  gospel.  For,  says  the  same 
apostle,  "all  these  things  happened  unto  them  for  ensamples; 
and  they  are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the 
ends  of  the  world  are  come." 

Very  frequent,  therefore,  are  the  allusions  made  in  the  New 
Testament  to  the  fate  and  fortunes  of  the  Jewish  people;  and 
in  this  epistle,  addressed  expressly  to  persons  of  that  nation, 
who  had  embraced  Christianity,  does  their  countryman,  St. 
Paul,  "a  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews"  and  "an  Apostie  of  Jesus 
Christ,"  point  out  the  close  connexion  of  the  two  dispensa- 
tions, and  establish  the  superior  dignity  and  importance  of 
the  gospel,  both  in  its  helps  and  in  its  prnmises.  In  the 
chapter  immediately  preceding  that  from  which  my  text  is 
taken,  having  drawn  a  comparison  between  tlie  promises 
made  through  Moses  to  the  Israelites,  as  the  peculiar  people 
{Vol.  2,— *19,] 
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of  God,  of  a  temporal  inlieritance,  and  of  a  peaceful  and  hon- 
orable rest  in  the  laud  of  Canaan,  on  condition  of  their  obe- 
dience to  the  divine  commands;  and  the  assurances  which.! 
Cheist  gives  in  the  gospel,  to  his  faithful  followers,^f  an 
eternal. inheritance  and  gh^rions  rest  in  the  heavenly  Canaan;, 
— and  having  shown  that  the  Israelites,  by  their  unbelief  and 
rebellion  against  God,  had  forfeited  the  promised  rest,  and 
were  condemned  to  wander  as  outcasts,  and  to  die  in  the 
wilderness;  he  draws  from  this  very  noted  circumstance  in. 
the  history  of  that  people,  not  only  here,  but  in  many  other 
passages  of  his  writings,  a  warning  to  Christians,  lest  they 
also,  "after  the  same  example  of  unbelief,"  should  forfeit  the 
heavenly  rest  and  inheritance  promised  to  them  as  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  Hence  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  exhortation  in  my  text.  Let  us  Christians,- 
also,  fear,  lest  we  forfeit  the  high  privileges  and  unspeakable 
blessings  promised  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  a  like' 
disobedience  and  rebellion  against  the  Captain  of  our  salvation.. 

God  has  indeed  called  us,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  to  a 
glorious  hoj)e  of  everlasting  life  and  happiness,  through  our 
blessed  Kedeemer.  He  has  given  us  all  reasonable  certainty 
and  assurance,  that  we  shall  in  due  time  be  made  partakers 
of  it;  but  there  are  conditions  required  on  our  part,  both  to 
qualify  us  for  and  to  entitle  us  to  this  happiness.  And  if,  as 
did  the  Israelites,  we  fail  to  fulfil  them,  we  shall,  like  them, 
hud  our  expectations  cut  off,  and  a  far  sorer  punishment  in- 
curred, in  proportion  as  the  high  discoveries  of  the  gospel 
exceed  the  shadows  of  the  legal  dispensation. 

Tliat  we  may  come  short  of  it,  as  they  did,  is  not  only  pos- 
sible, but  greatly  to  be  feared,  for  two  reasons.  One  is,  that 
we  are  men  of  like  passions  with  those  who  have  gone  before 
us — of  the  same  fallen  naturo,  and  exposed  to  the  same  temp- 
tations. The  other  is,  that  failui'e,  as  well  as  success,  is  in- 
separable from  a  state  of  trial,  such  as  the  present  life. 

That  we  may  succeed,  is  not  only  possible,  but  the  higliest 
assurance  is  given,  that  success  is  attainable  if  we  strive  for 
it.  First,  from  the  invitations  of  the  gosj)el.  For  God  can- 
not mock  and  delude  his  creatures  with  offers  of  an  impossi- 
ble attainment.  And  secondly,- from  the  effectual  provision 
made  tliier.efor,  by  the  operation  and  assistance  of  divine  grace. 
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That  God  lias  left  us  "a  promise  of  entering  into  liis  rest," 
and  graciously  provided  the  means  whereby  it  may  be  at- 
tained, is  the  only  ground  on  which  exertion  and  endeavor 
can  be  put  fortli  l)y  rational  beings,  under  a  state  of  proba- 
tion. Break  in  upon  this  principle  by  any  modification  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  you  at  once  render  religion, 
or  the  love  and  service  of  God  with  accountability,  impossi- 
])\c  to  man,  as  a  moral  being.  Whatever  our  blessed  Saviour 
did  or  suffered  whilst  he  was  upon  earth,  or  has  commanded 
us  to  do  or  to  sufi'er  after  his  example;  all  the  precepts,  all 
the  promises,  all  the  threatenings,  all  the  discoveries  of  the 
gospel,  are  but  one  continued  argument  to  convince  men  of 
this  truth,  and  to  engage  them  to  act  upon  it.  If  there  be  no 
such  thing  as  another  life  after  this,  in  which  we  shall  receive 
the  everlasting  reward  of  faith  and  obedience,  or  suffer  the 
eternal  jDunishment  of  sin  and  unbelief,  then  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  religion  is  an  illusion.  "Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to- 
morrow we  die."  But  if  there  be  another  life,  then  does  re- 
ligion stand  forth  as  the  one  thing  needful,  atid  call  upon  all 
to  whom  the  knoAvledge  of  this  great  salvation  is  vouchsafed, 
to  ask  themselves,  "What  shall  the  end  be  of  those  who  know 
not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ?" 
"Let  us,  therefore,  fear,  lest  a  promise  being  left  us  Of  enter- 
ing into  his  rest,  any  of  you  should  seem  to  come  short  of  it." 

In  discoursing  on  these  words,  I  shall,  in  the 

First  place,  endeavor  to  show  you  the  greatness  and  the 
certainty  of  the  reward  promised  hereafter  to  the  righteous. 

Secondly,  what  good  reason  the  apostle  had  to  exhort 
Christians  to  fear  lest  they  should  forfeit  it. 

Thirdly,  I  shall  conclude  with  an  application  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

I.  First,  I  am  to  show  the  greatness  and  the  certainty  of 
the  reward  promised  hereafter  to  the  righteous. 

This,  though  a  subject  never  to  be  fully  apprehended  by 
us  until  we  come  to  the  enjoyment  of  it,  is,  nevertheless,  very 
necessary  and  profitable  to  be  frequently  in  our  thoughts, 
my  brethren,  in  order  to  animate  and  encourage  us  to  "hold 
fast  the  beginning  of  our  confidence  steadfast  unto  the  end." 
The  person  who  seldom  meditates  upon  heaven,  and  upon 
the  reward  laid  uj)  for  the  righteous,  will  soon  cease  to  strive 
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for  the  crown  of  gloiy,  and  soon  be  taken  captive  by  the 
world  and  its  delights.  The  affections  cannot  long  remain 
unoccupied,  and  if  no  pains  are  taken  to  direct  them  to  better 
things,  they  will  fix  themselves  according  to  the  corrupt  and 
perverted  bias  which  sin  has  produced  in  all  our  inclinations. 
It  is  not,  indeed,  for  me  to  speak  as  with  knowledge  of  those 
excellent  and  glorious  things  M'hich  are,  as  yet,  the  objects 
not  of  sense  but  of  faith.  Even  St.  Paul  himself,  though 
caught  up  into  paradise,  and  admitted  to  the  nearest  contem- 
plation of  them — to  what  no  mortal  man  but  himself  ever 
enjoyed — yet  all  that  inspiration  enabled  him  to  say  on  this 
■Qnutterable  subject  was,  to  declare,  that  "eye  had  not  seen, 
nor  ear  heard,  neither  had  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man 
to  conceive  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him."  But  notwithstanding  this  is  so,  yet — as  in 
speaking  of  God  himself,  though  we  cannot  fully  comprehend 
the  divine  nature,  yet  by  putting  together  the  highest  ideas 
we  can  form  of  his  infinite  perfections  as  revealed  to  us  in 
the  Scriptures,  we  can  raise  in  our  souls  some  suitable  though 
faint  apprehensions  of  the  glory  and  excellency  of  the  divine 
character — so  here  also,  it  has  pleased  our  good  and  gracious 
God  to  give  us  such  general  descriptions  of  the  everlasting 
rest  as*may  suflice  to  warm  our  hearts  with  longing  desires 
for  it,  and  to  quicken  our  endeavors  to  diligence  and  perse- 
verence  in  the  attainment  of  it.  And  this  he  has  done,  as 
most  suitable  to  our  clouded  and  limited  faculties,  chiefly  by 
the  contrast  of  our  j^resent  condition. 

Here  we  live  in  a  vale  of  misery  surrounded  by  sin  and 
sorrow,  and  only  measuring  the  good  by  its  exemption  from 
evil.  From  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  life  is  one  unceasing 
eftbrt  to  fence  oft'  the  miseries  which  our  own  sinful  propen- 
sities bring  upon  us,  or  which  are  occasioned  by  the  wicked- 
ness of  others,  while  disease  and  suft'ering  in  ourselves  or  in 
those  nearest  to  our  aftections  break  in  upon  our  partial  en- 
joyments, and  death,  either  near  at  hand  or  in  the  distance, 
marks  the  sjnn  of  earthly  good  with  such  a  transitory  charac- 
ter as  thoughtlessness  alone  can  esteem.  But  in  heaven,  as 
the  word  of  God  teaches  us,  there  will  be  a  perfect  deliver- 
ance from  all  trouble.  No  pains  or  diseases,  no  weakness  or 
infirmity,  shall  afi'ect  our  incorruptible  bodies;  no  lusts  or 
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passions,  no  irregular  or  inordinate  desires,  shall  discompose 
our  souls.  For  sin,  the  cause  of  all  our  present  misery,  shall 
he  shut  out  for  ever  from  the  abodes  of  the  righteous,  and 
with  it  whatever  can  possibly  defeat,  or  even  interrupt,  the 
pure  and  unmixed  felicity  which  flows  from  the  presence  of 
God. 

Here  we  live,  my  brethren,  in  a  continual  warfare  with 
our  spiritual  enemies.  Temptations  surround  and  assault  ub 
on  every  side;  "the  flesh  lusting  against  the  spirit,  and  the 
spirit  against  the  flesh,"  so  that  it  is  a  continual  struggle  be- 
tween our  desires  and  our  duty.  But  heaven  is  a  place  as 
innocent  as  it  is  glorious.  There  no  temptation  will  draw  us 
from  our  duty,  or  render  it  painful  in  the  performance,  but 
it  will  be  the  eager  bent  and  desire  of  our  souls  to  perform 
the  pure  and  perfect  will  of  Gon.  There  it  will  be  not  only 
our  employment  but  our  delight,  unceasingly  to  adore  and 
worship  the  infinite  perfections  of  our  God  and  Saviour,  con- 
tinually manifested  to  our  ravished  view — to  praise  and  mag- 
nify his  holy  name  for  the  redemption  of  our  souls  from  ev- 
erlasting death,  and  for  conferring  upon  us  such  a  state  of 
happiness  and  glory. 

Here  we  live  in  the  continual  expectation,  that  death  will 
soon,  and  we  know  not  how  soon,  put  an  end  to  the  enjoy- 
ments this  world  can  bestow.  But  in  heaven  no  such  ap- 
prehension shall  be  known.  In  the  heavenly  rest  there  shall 
be  no  more  death,  no  change  or  decay,  no  end  or  abatement 
of  bliss  for  ever  and  ever. 

Oh!  what  heartfelt  thanksgivings  to  God  and  the  Lamb, 
what  loud  hosannas  of  praise,  will  spring  from  the  lips  of  the 
redeemed,  when  faith  shall  be  lost  in  sight,  and  hope  swal- 
lowed up  in  enjoyment;  when  eye  to  eye,  and  face  to  face, 
my  brethren,  we  behold  that  Jesus  who  laid  down  his  life  for 
our  souls,  and  bought  with  his  own  most  precious  blood  this 
rich  inheritance  of  endless  glory  for  us,  lost  and  ruined  sin- 
ners! Oh!  what  joy  and  gladness  when  long  separated  friends 
meet  to  part  no  more — when  the  remembrance  of  past  sor- 
rows will  increase  the  sense  of  present  bliss,  and  inflame 
every  heart  and  inspire  every  tongue  to  ascribe  "to  Him 
that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb,  blessing,  and 
glory,  and  honor,  and  power  for  ever!"     Oh!  what  a  glorious 
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meeting,  my  dear  brethren,  when  we  come  "to  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  to  the 
general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first-born  which  are 
written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  the 
spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  mediator 
of  the  new  covenant" — when  from  the  church  militant  we 
become  members  of  the  church  triumphant,  and,  receiving 
the  end  of  our  faith,  even  the  salvation  of  our  souls,  find  all 
that  we  now  "see  as  through  a  glass  darkly,"  realized,  and 
exceeding  the  utmost  stretch  of  imagination.  Who  is  not 
atliirst  for  such  pure,  and  glorious,  and  lasting  enjoyments? 
Who  is  not  willing  to  exchange  the  fleeting,  unsatisfying 
vanities  of  the  world  for  the  rest  that  remaineth  to  the  peo- 
ple of  God?  O  ye  deluded,  sin-deceived  souls,  who,  for  a 
portion  in  this  life,  barter  away  your  birthriglit;  who,  for  the 
perishing  riches,  honors,  and  pleasures  of  the  world,  make 
light  of  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ;  awake,  and  con- 
sider your  ways — ask  yourselves  about  eternity,  about  death 
and  judgment,  about  heaven  and  hell — inquire  what  your 
present  pursuits  are  doing  for  your  souls,  and  where  you 
would  take  your  rest  M^ere  God  this  night  to  require  them  of 
you — think  of  the  worm  that  never  dies,  of  the  lire  that  never 
shall  be  quenched.  Contrast  these  with  the  fulness  of  joy 
which  the  presence  of  God  sheds  over  the  mansions  of  rest 
and  blessedness,  and  ask  your  souls  what  wnll  it  profit  to  gain 
this  world  and  all  it  has  to  bestow,  if  in  exchange  heaven 
must  be  surrendered? 

And  let  those  who,  by  their  Christian  profession,  say  plain- 
ly that  they  seek  a  better  country,  treasure  up  in  their  hearts 
the  greatness  and  the  certainty  of  their  reward,  as  the  great 
preservative  against  coming  short  of  it.  "Set  your  affections 
on  things  above,"  my  brethren,  and  let  the  frequent  contem- 
plation strengthen  you  to  put  down  those  M'orldly  lusts  which 
war  against  the  soul,  and  animate  you  to  watch  and  pray,  to 
wrestle  and  strive,  to  do,  and  even  to  suffer,  according  to  the 
will  of  God,  that  you  may  reap  a  full  reward.  Let  not  the 
'baubles  of  the  world  despoil  you  of  your  heavenlj^  crown. 

But  a  little  while,  and  He  that  shall  come,  will  come  to 
gather  you  to  himself.  But  a  little  while,  and  the  strife  and 
turmoil  of  this  sinful  world  will  be  over,  and  rest  and  peace, 
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irepose  and  safety,  endless,  undisturbed,  and  increasing,  be 
;Tour  rich  reward.  Tiiis  is  the  rest,  however  faintly  I  have 
described  it,  of  which  my  text  speaks,  which  is  provided  foT 
the  people  of  God,  and  of  which  wc  shall  be  made  partakers 
if  we  live  here  answerably  to  such  glorious  expectations.  But 
dt  may  be  forfeited,  my  text  tells  h«.  In  various  ways  we 
may  come  short  of  it,  and  this  the  apostle  urges  as  a  ground 
•of  caution  to  Christians.  "Let  ue,  therefore,  fear,  lest  a  pro- 
mise being  left  us  of  entering  into  his  rest,  any  of  you  should 
seem  to  come  short  of  it."     I  will,  therefore, 

II.  Secondly,  endeavor  to  show,  what  good  reason  the  apos- 
tle had  to  exhort  Christians  to  fear,  lest  they  sliould  forfeit  it. 

If  our  first  parents,  in  tlie  integrity  of  their  moral  powers, 
■declined  Irom  God,  and,  by  yielding  to  temptation,  forfeited 
the  happy  condition  in  which  they  were  placed  by  their  Cre- 
ator, what  have  not  we,  their  corrupt  and  sinful  progeny, 
with  broken  powers  and  perverted  wills,  to  fear — lest  we  also 
fail,  in  the  trial  granted  us  by  the  divine  compassion,  to  re- 
gain the  inheritance  forfeited  by  sin — lest  we  also  abuse  the 
grace  given  us  in  our  Redeemer,  Christ  Jesus,  and  come 
short  of  our  high  calling  of  God  in  him! 

If  the  Israelites,  under  a  dispensation  of  religion  which 
presented  its  proofs  and  its  sanctions  to  their  senses,  gave 
way  to  unbelief — if  the  miraculous  food  and  drink  which  fol- 
lowed them  in  all  their  wanderings  in  the  wilderness,  and 
•hourly  reminded  them  of  that  God,  whose  voice  they  heard 
and  whose  presence  was  manifested  in  the  mount  that  burned 
with  fire,  proved  unequal  to  restrain  the  corrupt  propensities 
of  a  sinful  nature  in  them,  with  good  'reason  is  the  Christian, 
under  a  dispensation  whose  sanctions  ;fire  discerned  by  faith 
only,  exhorted  "to  work  out  his  salvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling," and  to  be  diligent  and  watchful,  ^est  through  care- 
lessness or  neglect,  through  love  of  the  world,  or  the  j^reva- 
lence  of  any  other  corruption,  hetorfieit  the  heavenly  rest. 

If  the  promises  of  God  were  absolute  and  unconditional, 
and  religious  attainment  independent  on  any  exertions  of  our 
own,  all  fear  of  the  event  would  be  iKeless,  and  all  exhorta- 
tion to  caution  and  watchfulness  would  be  superfluous.  But 
when  this  is  not  the  case,  when  the  whole  tenor  of  Scripture 
•as  well  as  the  reason  of  the  thing  demonstrates,  that  thepr«h 
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raises  of  God  to  his  people  are  all  conditional,  tliat  there  are 
duties  to  be  pei'tbrmed  on  their  part  in  order  to  obtain  the 
reward  promised  on  God's  part,  tiiey  cannot  be  too  frequently 
or  too  earnestly  exhorted  to  bear  continually  in  mind,  that 
"we  are  made  pai'takers  of  Christ  if  we  hold  fast  the  begin- 
nino;  of  our  confidence  steadfast  unto  the  end" — that  "he  that 
endureth  to  the  end  the  same  shall  be  saved,"  and  that  Goi> 
declares,  "if  any  man  draw  back,  my  soul  shall  have  no  plea- 
sure in  him." 

God  has  plainly  set  before  us  the  terms  of  our  salvation — 
what  we  are  to  believe,  and  what  we  are  to  do,  if  we  hope  to 
attain  it.  Should  not  we,  therefore,  my  hearers,  who  are  born 
and  raised  under  the  light  and  privileges  of  the  gospel,  be 
very  careful  not  to  come  short  of  the  high  reward  therein 
offered  us,  by  suffering  any  present  interests  or  temptations 
to  draw  us  aside  from  our  duty?  Yet  we  see  thousands  in 
this  Christian  land  acting  as  carelessly  respecting  eternity  as 
if  its  happy  attainment  depended  on  the  neglect  of  religious 
duty.  Surely,  then,  there  is  not  only  good  but  great  reason 
to  exhort  such  persons  to  consider,  how  vain  the  hope  must 
be  of  the  favor  of  God  and  eternal  life,  if  they  persist  in  a 
course  of  sin  and  disregard  of  the  gospel.  No  one  can  pos- 
sibly have  any  pretensions  to  sincerity  who  professes  to  be- 
lieve the  gospel,  and  yet  openly  neglects  the  appointments 
of  religion.  There  is  something  in  the  very  sound  of  an 
eternal  reward  or  punishment — believed  in — that  forbids  the 
desperate  risk;  and  yet  there  are  multitudes  who,  because 
they  are  friendly  to  religion  as  it  is  called,  flatter  themselves 
with  the  hope  of  acceptance  through  the  merits  of  the  Saviour, 
and  expect  to  gain  the  eternal  reward  without  the  self-denials 
and  surrenders  of  religion,  Now  what  is  to  withstand  this 
delusion  but  the  exhortations  derived  from  the  revealed 
danger,  that  we  may  "fail  of  the  grace  of  God,"  that  we  must 
sow  if  we  expect  to  reap,  that  we  must  labor  and  strive  if  we 
would  gain  a  crown  of  life,  and  that  we  must  openly  confess 
Christ  before  the  world  if  we  hope  to  be  owned  by  him  be- 
fore his  Father  and  the  holy  angels  in  the  great  day  of  account. 

If  men  can  be  saved  without  the  sacraments  of  religion, 
where  opportunity  is  had  for  their  reception,  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  account  for  theii'  being  so  very  solemnly  enacted. 
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and  80  ver}^  reverently  esteemed,  and  profitably  used,  by  all 
truly  pions  persons.  Yet  there  are  mnltitudes  of  these  friends 
to  religion,  who  come  to  their  death-bed  with  their  bajitismal 
vows  broken,  their  repentance  unacknowledged,  and  their 
faith  iinprofessed  over  the  broken  body  and  shed  blood  of 
Jesus  Ciirist,  "evidently  set  forth  crucified"  among  or  before 
them,  in  the  Holy  Communion,  as  the  appointed  memorial 
of  his  death.  And  is  there  no  danger  that  such  should  come 
short  of  the  rest  he  hath  jjui'chased  for  them?  no  good  reason 
why  such  should  be  warned  and  exhorted,  lest  they  be  found 
in  the  number  to  whom  Christ  will  say,  "I  never  knew  you." 
AlasI  my  dear  hearers,  trifle  not  thus  with  your  souls;  waste 
nut  your  day  of  grace  in  vain  and  unfounded  expectations, 
but  learn  to  fear  that  you  may  fail,  that  thus  you  may  be 
stirred  up  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate,  and  to  walk  in  the 
narrow  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life.  And  even  among  pro- 
fessors of  religion — among  those  who  confess  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  before  men,  as  their  only  hope  of  the  heavenly  rest, 
is  it  needful  and  profitable  to  remind  them  that  if  they  "would 
enter  into  life,  they  must  keep  the  commandments,"  they 
must  "stir  up  the  gift  of  God  that  is  in  them,"  and  return 
their  Lord's  goods — his  heavenly  grace,  and  providential 
condition  in  the  world — with  increase,  otherwise  they  will 
come  short  of  their  higli  calling,  and  take  their  portion  with 
the  unprofitable  servant.  My  dear  bretliren,  the  world  is 
against  you,  your  own  hearts  are  against  you,  the  enemy  of 
God  and  man  is  against  you!  Is  there  not,  then,  good  reason 
to  fear  these  potent  adversaries  so  as  to  increase  your  caution 
and  watchfulness,  lest  they  betray  you  in  some  snare  and  en- 
tangle you  in  their  deceits,  and  thus  prevail  against  your 
hope,  by  blinding  j'ou  against  the  danger  of  coming  short  of 
it?  St.  Paul  thought  it  very  necessary  to  give  this  caution, 
even  to  primitive  Christians;  and  experience  must  surely 
teach  us,  that  it  is  yet  "a  word  in  season."  And  it  will  be  a 
word  in  season  to  all  who  so  learn  from  it  to  distrust  them- 
selves, as  to-xleave  closer  and  closer  to  their  great  and  ef- 
fectual defence  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  in  obedience 
to  his  holy  commandments,  and  blessed  example,  so  "pass 
the  time  of  tlieir  sojourning  here  in  fear,"  as  to  increase  their 
diligence  and  earnestness,  "that  when  their  Lord  cometh  he 
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rmay  find  them  ready,  witli  their  loins  girded  about  and  their 
lights  burning." 

Thus  have  I  sliowed  you,  my  bretliren  and  hearers,  what 
.good  reason  the  apostle  had  to  exhort  Christians  to  fear,  lest 
ithey  should  forfeit  the  heavenly  rest.  And  the  application  I 
wish  to  make  of  what  has  been  said,  is,  to  increase  the  care 
and  diligence  of  professors  of  religion,  in  working  out  their 
•eternal  salvation;  to  strengthen  and  encourage  the  feeble  and 
•the  timid  to  stay  themselves  uiX)n  the  living  God;  and  to 
lawaken  the  careless  of  every  description,  from  the  dreadful 
delusion  of  meeting  with  unasked  mercy,  and  of  obtaining 
unsought  salvation. 

My  professing  brethren,  we  stand  on  trial,  from  first  to  last, 
iis  believers  in  Christ;  and  can  no  otherwise  secure  the  crown 
•of  life  and  gloij^  than  by  "giving  all  diligence  to  make  our 
^calling  and  election  sure."  As  accountable  beings  we  have 
•each  of  us  his  own  part  to  perform,  his  particular  talent  to 
improve.  As  iallen,  sinful  creatures,  our  sufliciency  for  all 
spiritual  attainment  is  of  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  "We  ai'e  saved  by  grace."  And  because  of  this 
sufficiency  conferred  upon  all  mankind,  it  is,  that  we  are 
capable  of  religion,  and  shall  be  rewarded  or  punished  ever- 
lastingly, according  to  our  conduct  in  the  present  life.  On 
this,  there  is  no  discretion  to  any.  "He  tihat  believeth  not  is 
condemned  already,"  and  he  that  believeth  sball  be  judged 
by  the  word  spoken  unto  him  in  the  gospel.  As  believers, 
the  word  of  God  is  your  only  standard;  by  that  you  must 
measure  your  hope,  and  try  the  foundatioM  on  which  it  is 
built;  by  that  you  must  examine  your  life,  iiud  determine  its 
■conformit}'  to  the  divine  pattern  in  the  mao  Christ  Jesus. 
Short  of  this,  your  hope  cannot  be  such  as  will  stand  the  trial 
of  the  great  day. 

Now,  in  this  standard,  the  pnzQ  and  the  forfeit  are  plainly 
«et  before  you;  the  road  you  liave  to  travel  clearly  marked 
out;  the  dangers  and  the  difficulties  you  have  to  encounter 
.are  distinctly  set  forth;  the  help  you  may  look  for  is  openly 
proclaimed;  and  to  quicken  your  diligence,  God  hath  warned 
you  that  such  is  the  woful  corruption  of  your  nature,  that  you 
i!.uay,  nevertheless,  miss  "the  prize  of  your  high  calling,"  and 
^'cojiie  short"  of  the  Jjeavenly  "rest."     What  becomes  us, 
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then,  my  brethren,  under  sucli  circumstances,  but  that  fear, 
and  care,  and  jealousy  of  ourselves,  which  shall  produce  a 
more  unreserved  surrender  of  heart  and  life  to  the  power  and 
grace  of  our  ever  merciful  Redeemer?  "Without  llira  we 
can  do  nothing,"  but  in  his  name  and  strength  "all  things  are 
possible"  to  the  believer.  Keep  continually  before  you,  there- 
fore, your  reward  and  your  duty,  your  danger  and  your  help, 
and,  with  St.  Paul,  do  this  one  thing — "Forgetting  the  things 
that  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  the  things  that  are 
before,  press  toward  the  mark;  counting  all  things  but  loss, 
that  you  .may  win  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him,"  and  receive 
the  joyful  salutation  of  "well  done  good  and  faithful  servant, 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Loed." 

And  let  the  feeble  and  the  timid  believer,  who  is  conscious 
of  the  power  of  his  corruptions,  derive  courage  to  contend 
against  them,  from  the  promises  of  God.  "He  hath  laid  help" 
for  you,  my  brethren,  "on  one  who  is  mighty"  and  able  to 
save;  upon  one  who  will  not  break  the  bruised  reed  nor 
quench  the  smoking  flax;  who  laid  down  his  life  for  your 
souls,  that,  by  this  proof  of  unbounded  love,  he  might  draw 
all  men  to  God. 

"He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up 
for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely  give  us  all 
things.  Wherefore  lift  up  the  hands  which  hang  down,  and 
the  feeble  knees;  being  persuaded  of  this  one  thing,  that  he 
who  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you  will  carry  it  on  unto  the 
day  of  Christ." 

A  knowledge  of  your  weakness,  my  brethren,  is  the  best 
security  against  presumption,  and  the  strongest  argument  for 
watchfulness  and  increased  earnestness  in  prayer.  Let  dis- 
trust of  yourselves,  then,  bring  you  nearer  to  God  for  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need;  and  his  strength  shall  be  made  per- 
fect in  your  weakness,  and  the  work  of  faith  be  fulfilled  with 
power. 

Lastly,  let  the  fear  here  gpoken  of,  from  the  awful  possi- 
bility, yea,  from  the  plain  and  obvious  danger,  that  men  ma}' 
^'receive  the  grace  of  God  in  vain,"  and  even  Christians, 
God's  peculiar  people,  "come  short"  of  the  reward  promised 
to  faith  and  obedience,  be  a  word  in  season  to  all  M'ho  have 
hitherto  been  careless  and  unconcerned  about  their  souls,  "if 
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the  rigbteous  scarcely  be  saved,  where  shall  the  ungodly  and 
the  sinner  appear?"  This  is  a  question  which  all  who  hear 
me  can  answer  and  apply  to  themselves.  God  grant  that  it 
may  awaken  them  to  the  danger  of  delay,  on  so  momentous 
an  interest  as  their  eternal  condition.  "Fools,"  it  is  said, 
"make  a  mock  at  sin;"  but  what  name  must  those  deserre 
who  make  a  mock  at  salvation,  and  spurn  from  their  regard 
an  everlasting  inheritance  of  heavenly  glory!  Merciful  God! 
rend  the  veil  from  their  hearts,  by  the  convincing  power  of 
thy  Holt  Spirit.  Let  not  thy  word  return  unto  thee  empty, 
but  bless  th}'  truth,  that  it  may  be  fruitful  to  thy  praise,  in 
hearts  awakened  to  thy  fear,  and  encouraged  to  cleave  to  thy 
grace  in  working  out  their  everlasting  salvation. 


SERMON   XXV. 
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Matthew  vii.  21, 

Not  every  one  that  saitli  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the  •will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

The  discoveries  of  the  gospel  are  of  a  very  awful  and  inter- 
esting character,  my  brethren,  and  very  closely  allied  to  tlie 
original  and  better  impressions  of  our  own  hearts.  There  is 
no  one,  I  presume,  who  has  not  at  some  time,  perhaps  very 
frequently,  found  his  thoughts  drawn  out  to  a  future  state  of 
being,  and  his  mind  engaged,  however  transiently,  on  his 
own  jjersonal  condition  in  another  world.  And  whoever  has 
attended  to  his  own  experience,  even  thus  far,  must  have 
some  perception  of  the  great  uncertainty  of  all  conclusions  of 
a  future  state,  derived  from  the  resources  of  human  wisdom; 
and  be  also  aware  of  the  strong  propensity  in  human  nature 
to  swerve  from  the  express  declarations  of  the  divine  word, 
and  bring  down  the  standard  of  salvation  to  the  convenience 
or  the  caprice  of  its  own  corrupt  inclinations. 

To  be  furnished,  then,  against  all  doubt  and  uncertainty  on 
so  near  a  concern  as  our  everlasting  existence,  ought  surely 
to  be  considered  a  great  blessing,  and  a  ground  of  the  deepest 
thankfulness,  by  every  rational  being;  and  should  form  the 
only  foundation  of  their  hope,  and  of  their  duties  under  those 
hopes.  But  while  this  will  no  doubt  be  admitted  by  all  who 
hear  me,  I  fear  it  must  also  be  admitted,  thst^  this  heaven- 
granted  help  to  our  severest  necessity,  has  not  been  thus 
generally  applied;  that  very  few,  comparatively  speaking, 
have  so  brought  their  personal  condition  to  this  standard,  as 
to  have  formed  their  expectations  for  hereafter  solely  upon 
what  it  makes  known  to  all  as  the  fixed  and  uncliangeable 
determination  of  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe  in  dispensing  the 
rewards  and  the  punishments  of  eternity. 

It  is  a  near  and  an  inevitable  interest,  my  dear  friends,  to 
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wliicli  God  calls  jour  attention,  and  for  which  he  hath  made 
such  wonderfnl  provision,  tliat  it  may  be  glorious  to  liini  and 
happj  to  jou.  But  it  can  be  so  no  otherwise  tlian  in  con- 
formity with  those  great  principles  of  his  moral  govern  menty 
revealed  in  his  wordy  which  shall  exhibit  him  to  the  universe 
of  men  and  angels,  "glorious  in  holiness  and  excellent  in 
mercy;"  long  suflering  and  gracious  to  a  race  of  sinners,  j-et 
inexorable  against  sin  persisted  in,  against  the  honor  of  hiS' 
law,  and  the  manifestation  of  his  love.  God  cannot  save 
sinners,  who  die  such.  Salvation  must  be  wrought  out  in  the 
present  life,  by  a  death  unto  sin  and  new  birth  unto  right- 
eousness; and  fruits  meet  for  repentance  and  faith  must  man- 
ifest the  reality  of  those  evangelical  graces  in  our  conversa- 
tion in  this  world,  if  we  hope  for  their  reward  in  another  state 
of  being.  This  is  the  clear  and  reasonable  doctrine  of  the 
religion  which  the  Son  of  God  taught  in  person,  and  which 
the  Holy  Ghost  hath  recorded  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  for 
our  learning. 

Yet  clear  and  reasonable  as  it  is,  what  multitudes  in  the- 
present  day,  as  at  the  beginning,  venture  to  overlook  or  to 
disregard  this  authority,  and  to  risk  eternity,  either  with  nO' 
preparation,  or  with  a  false  or  hypocritical  one.  "Many  will 
say  to  me  in  that  day.  Lord!  Lokd!"  Many  will  be  ready 
and  desirous  to  acknowledge  Christ  the  Judge,  who  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  confess  the  crucified  Jesus  before 
the  world.  "Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  day — Lord,  we 
have  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  presence,  and  thou  hast  taught 
in  our  streets."  Many  will  be  desirous  to  claim  an  alliance- 
with  the  King  of  heaven  upon  the  unimproved  privileges  of 
Christian  birth,  or  the  mere  profession  of  an  unfruitful  faith. 
"Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  day — Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not 
prophesied  ii:j»thy  name,  and  in  thy  name  have  cast  out  dev- 
ils, and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works?"  Many 
who  call  themselves  his  ministers,  will  be  confident  of  being 
recognized  by  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  in  the  day  of 
judgment,  upon  false  pretences  to,,  and  corrupt  departure 
from,  his  pure  and  undefiled  religion  as  it  was  taught  and 
practised  by  his  blessed  apostles.  But  my  text  tells  us  it 
will  be  in  vain.  The  description  is  sadly  prophetic,  mj 
brethren,  of  the  awful  consequences  of  those  corruptions  and 
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divisions  which  deform  and  impede  tlie  gospel.  And  my  text" 
is  the  warning  which  now  addresses  itself  to  me  and  to  yoUj. 
lest  that  day  come  upon  us  with  a  false  profession  and  an; 
unfounded  hope,  unprovided  to  abide  its  trial  and  escape  its- 
doom.  But  it  is  not  only  the  warning,  it  is  the  direction 
also,  to  shun  the  danger,  and  escape  the  rain,  which  it  de- 
nounces alike  against  the  careless  and  tlie  presumptuous. 

"Not  every  on©  that  saith  unto  me,  Lord,.  Lokd,  shall  en- 
ter into  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of 
my  Father,  which  is  in  heaven." 

In  discoui'sing  on  which  words,  I  shall  endeavor  to  explain,, 
in  the 

FiKST  place,  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the  words, 
"Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord." 

Secondly,  what  is  meant  by  our  Saviour's  expression  of 
men's  "entering  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

Thirdly,  I  shall  inquire  what  qualification  must  be  pos- 
sessed by  those  who  shall  be  admitted  to  enter  in;  and,  then^ 
Conclude  with  an  application  of  the  subject. 
I,  First,  I  am  to  explain  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the 
words,  "Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me,.  Lord,  Lord." 
,    As  the  words  of  my  text  were  spoken  at  the  close  of  that 
divine  summary  of  Christian  doctrine  and  practice,  contained 
in  our  Saviour's  Sermon  on  the  mount,  they  evidently  refer 
us,  as  well  as  those  to  whom  they  were  spoken,  to  the  trial 
and  proof  of  all  religious  condition,  in  the  standard  of  the 
gospel.     They  are,  therefore,  addressed  to  all  those  to  whom 
the  gospel  is  offered,  and  to  whom,  thereby,  life  and  immor- 
tality arc  brought  to  light;  but  more  particularly  to  those  who 
in  any  manner  rely  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Chiiist  for  acceptance 
with  God.    The  whole  text  is  prospective  ia  its  bearing,  and 
points  us  forward  to  that  day  when  "God  will  judge  the  se- 
crets  of  men  by  Jesus'  Christ,  according  to  the  gosj)el;"  and 
the  supreme  importance  of  an  interest  in  him  will  be  so  man- 
ifest, that  every  semblance,  even,  of  a  knowledge  of  him  or 
of  his  religion,  will  be  resorted  to,  as  a  refuge  against  despair. 
By  calling  our  Saviour  Lord,  we  acknowledge  him  to  be 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  which  should  come  into  the 
world,  thereby  admitting  his  authority  as  a  divine  teacher, 
and.  owning  the  truth  and  obligation  of  his  religion.     But  as 
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tliis  acknowledgment  of  Christ  necessarily  includes  obser- 
vance of  Lis  institutions  and  examj)le,  the  words  under  con- 
sideration are  an  enforcement  of  this  obligation  upon  all  who 
thus  acknowledge  him  as  Lord,  with  a  plain  declaration  im- 
plied, that  otherwise  it  will  profit  them  nothing.  "Why  call 
ye  me  Lord,  and  do  not  the  things  which  I  say?"  These 
words  in  the  text,  therefore,  are  equivalent  to  the  declaration 
— Not  every  one  wlio  is  born  in  a  Christian  land,  and  re- 
ceived into  the  visible  Church  by  baptism — not  every  one 
who  makes  an  external  profession  of  religion — not  every 
nominal  or  pretended  believer  in  Christianity — shall  thereby 
be  entitled  to  the  rewards  of  my  kingdom.  These,  indeed,  are 
all  required  of  those  who  call  me  Lord,  and  are  profitable,  as 
means  to  an  end;  but  without  the  end  they  are  but  as  leaves 
on  the  fig  tree.  The  belief  of  religious  truth,  if  it  goes  no 
further — if  it  produces  no  fruits,  no  corresponding  efiects 
upon  the  life,  is  a  barren,  useless  thing;  it  is  dead,  being 
alone.  This,  therefore,  says  our  Lord,  will  be  no  recom- 
mendation to  my  favor;  to  complete  the  Christian  character, 
and  fit  3'ou  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints,  more  substantial 
proofs  of  faith  and  holiness  are  required  than  the  mere  acci- 
dental advantages  of  birth  and  education,  or  the  mere  profes- 
sion of  religion.  This  may  easily  exist,  and  even  be  found 
prominent,  in  the  midst  of  inordinate  affections,  unsubdued 
lusts,  unhumbled  pride,  and  unholy  lives.  But  into  my 
kingdom,  no  unclean  tiling  can  enter;  neither  whatsoever 
worketh  abomination  or  loveth  a  lie. 

These  are  the  words  to  be  imderstood  and  applied  by  all 
under  the  gospel:  a  conclusion  which  is  confirmed  by  the  very 
purpose  of  religion,  independently  of  any  special  declaration, 
and,  tlierefore,  to  be  the  more  seriously  considered  in  every 
investigation  of  spiritual  condition.  Yet,  as  our  blessed  Re- 
deemer knew  the  prevailing  propensity  of  our  fallen  nature 
to  put  words  for  things,  and  to  substitute  form  for  substance; 
as  he  also  knew  with  what  unwearied  assiduity  the  great 
enemy  of  God  and  man  would  work  for  the  corruption  of  the 
truth,  and,  even  through  the  semblance  of  religion,  seduce 
multitudes  from  the  simplicity  and  certainty  of  the  gospel; 
therefore  did  he  warn  them  beforehand,  that  nothing  short  of 
the  genuine  fruit  of  the  gospel,  obtained  through  the  opera- 
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tion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  heart,  and  manifested  in 
the  present  life  by  a  holy  conversation  in  the  world,  would 
secure  his  acknowledgment  of  them  as  his  true  disciples,  in 
the  great  day  of  eternfty.  "J^ot  every  one  that  saith  unto 
me,  LoKD,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

n.  Secondl}',  I  am  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  our  Sa- 
viour's expression  of  men's  "entering  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

The  M'ords  "kingdom  of  heaven,"  and  "kingdom  of  God," 
are  used  in  Scripture  to  express,  sometimes  the  visible  Church 
or  communion  of  saints  upon  earth,  and  sometimes  the  king- 
dom of  glory  in  a  future  state.  In  the  present  connexion 
there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  which  of  these  our  Lord  refers 
in  the  text.  By  entering  into  this  kingdom,  then,  we  must 
understand  the  being  adjudged  worthy  of  a  reward  of  eternal 
life,  and  as  this  necessarily  leads  the  thoughts  to  realize  the 
trial  we  have  to  undergo  at  the  tribunal  of  Christ,  it  serves 
to  im})ress  more  powerfully  upon  the  heart  the  necessity  of 
that  circumspection  and  earnestness,  that  diligence  and  faith- 
fulness, in  all  our  duties,  without  wliich  there  can  be  no  good 
hope  of  being  permitted  to  enter  in. 

Few  things,  my  brethren,  are  better  calculated  to  beget  a 
false  estimate  of  religious  condition,  than  to  entertain  in  the 
imagination  expectations  of  a  future  happiness  without  a  dis- 
tinct reference  to  a  future  judgment.     When  the  mind  is  ex- 
cited with  high  wrought  descriptions  of  the  glories  of  hea- 
ven, or  with  high  wrought  imaginations  of  what  awaits  the 
righteous  in  the  kingdom  of  God — when  the  practice  prevails 
of  dwelling  upon  this  subject  almost  exclusively  either  in 
public  or  in  private,  and  professors  of  religion  are  snatched, 
as  it  were,  from  death  to  glory,  overlooking  the  awful  trial 
which  must  precede  it — the  sober  duties  of  the  gospel  are 
forgotten,  and  no  relish  is  entertained  for  any  thing  in  reli- 
gion, unless  as  it  is  calculated  to  uphold  the  delusion  of  a 
mind  whose  judgment  is  mastered  by  its  feelings,  and  thereby 
incapacitated,  certainly  for  the  time,  most  probably  at  all 
times,  for  the  reasonable  service  of  redeemed  beings  to  God 
and  to  each  other.     Therefore,  as  our  entrance  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  will  depend  altogether  on  the  judgment  to  be 
passed  by  a  heart-searching  God  on  the  deeds  done  in  the 

[Vol.  li,— *20.] 
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bod  J,  the  constant'  recollection  of  this  truth  is  the  gi-eat  pre- 
servative against  the  danger  of  an  extravagant  and  unfounded 
hope,  derived  from  feelings  casually  excited. 

It  is  this  thought,  my  brethren  and*  hearers,  which  brings 
the  conduct,  the  actions,  and  motives  of  the  man,  rather  than 
his  language  and  his  feelings,  under  examination.  It  is  this 
thought  which  solemnizes  the  high  expectation  of  a  heavenly 
inheritance,  and  causes  its  entertainer  to  feel  jealous  lest  he 
deceive  himself;  and  which  temj^ers  the  rejoicing,  even  of 
the  righteous,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear.  And  it  is  thi& 
thought  which,  by  habitually  connecting  the  reward  with  the 
duties  to  which  it  is  promised,  presents  at  once  the  most  pow- 
erful motives  to  perform  them,  and  the  highest  assurance  of 
being  counted  worthy  to  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem.  "Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me, 
LoKD,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he 
that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

III.  Thirdly,  I  am  to  inquire  what  qualiiications  must  be 
possessed  by  those  who  shall  be  admitted  to  enter  in. 

Our  Saviour's  declaration  in  the  text  is  the  full  and  satis- 
factory answer  to  this  all-important  incpiiry,  my  brethren — • 
He  that  doeth  the  will  of  God  as  revealed  in  his  word.  This 
answer,  however  short,  comprehends  all  that  wisdom  can 
teach  or  life  can  practice,  and  is  the  sole  condition  on  which 
the  hope  of  eternal  life  can  safely  be  entertained. 

There  can  be  no  question,  then,  either  as  to  the  duty  or  as 
to  the  necessity  of  acquainting  ourselves  with  that  will,  and 
of  following  exactly  what  it  prescribes;  bringing  our  religious 
profession,  our  conduct  as  Christians,  and  our  hope  towards 
God,  to  the  appointments,  declarations,  and  example  of  his 
revealed  word,  as  the  only  and  the  infallible  standard  of  his 
holy  will. 

Now,  though  this  is  certainly  within  the  comjDass  of  the 
ability  which  God  giveth,  and  in  itself  easy — or  he  would 
not  require  it  of  all  who  are  favored  with  the  gospel — never- 
theless, such  is  the  situation  of  the  Christian  world  through 
corruption  of  doctrine  and  division  of  order,  that  the  truth  is 
obscured  and  difficulty  greatly  increased  in  ascertaining  what 
that  will  of  God  is,  which  must  be  followed  and  obeyed  in 
order  to  salvation.    Yet  as  this  unhappy  state  of  things  can- 
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not  absolve  from  the  obligation  to  inquire  diligently  what 
his  Avill  is,  it  should  surely  operate  to  increase  the  caution 
with  which  modern  systems  of  divine  truth  are  received  and 
relied  upon  as  the  will  of  God;  and  this  the  rather,  not  only 
because  we  are  warned  against  it  in  the  word  itself,  but  be- 
cause, in  the  whole  extent  of  that  word,  there  is  not  so  much 
as  a  hint  that  sincerity  in  error  will  render  a  mistaken  view 
of  the  will  of  God,  and  the  erroneous  conduct  consequent 
thereon,  acceptable  to  him  and  available  to  salvation.  What- 
ever, therefore,  may  be  reasoned  by  men  on  this  ground,  is 
a  gratuitous  assumption  of  what  God  hath  not  revealed,  and 
we  juay  boldly  say,  could  not  reveal  without  thereby  vacat- 
ing the  whole  purpose  of  the  Bible  as  the  infallible  standard 
of  his  holy  will  to  fallen  siunei's.  "Many  shall  come  in  my 
name,  saying,  I  am  Curist,  and  shall  deceive  many,  but  go 
ve  not  after  them:  for  there  shall  arise  false  Christs  and  false 
prophets,  and  shall  show  great  signs  and  wonders,  insomuch 
that  if  it  were  possible  they  shall  deceive  the  very  elect.  Be- 
hold I  have  told  you  before." 

The  great  pur})0se  of  the  gospel,  and  the  declared  will  of 
God,  being  the  saiictihcation  of  corrupt  and  sinful  creatures, 
in  order  to  lit  them  for  future  happiness,  this  qualification 
must  be  obtained,  or  there  can  be  no  just  hope  of  accej^tance 
with  God.  But  as  no  man  can  sanctify  himself,  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  word,  as  no  fallen  sinner  can  change  his  own 
heart,  and  renew  the  image  of  God  in  his  own  soul  or  in  the 
soul  of  another,  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  all  men  should  have 
recourse  to  the  means  of  grace  provided  for  this  end,  in  and 
through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  that  would  be  saved, 
therefore,  in  the  great  day  of  eternity,  must,  in  the  present 
life,  receive  and  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  he  is 
offered  to  sinners  in  the  gospel.  He  must  repent  and  for- 
sake his  sins,  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  baptismal 
covenant  in  and  by  which  he  is  made  a  member  of  Christ,  a 
child  of  God,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  and 
as  in  this  new  relation  to  God  all  the  helps  and  privileges  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  are  conferred  upon  him,  he  is  required, 
and  does  therein  engage,  to  lead  a  new  life,  following  the 
commandments  of  God.  In  which,  if  he  persevere  to  the 
end,  growing  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  and 
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Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  liis  title  to  the  heavenly  reward  is  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Judge,  he  is  owned  as  a  good  and  faith- 
ful servant,  and  enters  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord. 

But  in  point  of  fact,  few  or  none  do  in  this  wise  fulfil  their 
baptismal  engagement;  for  the  privileges  therein  conferred 
are  forfeited  by  personal  sin.  Yet  where  men  might  justly 
have  been  left  without  remedy,  God,  even  the  most  merciful 
God,  who  knows  whereof  we  are  made,  how  frail  and  corrupt 
sin  hath  made  us,  and  what  powerful  temptations  are  pre- 
sented by  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  hath  fitted  this 
dispensation  of  his  mercy  and  grace  to  our  fallen  and  infirm 
condition;  and  in  the  grant  of  repentance  and  renewed  obe- 
dience to  all  who  have  thus  sinned,  provides  for  their  con- 
version and  restoration  to  his  favor,  through  the  prevailing 
intercession  of  his  only  begotten  Sou;  and  through  faith  in 
him,  accepts  them  as  righteous,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  hopes  of  his  adopted  children.  But  the  penitent 
thus  restored  must  continue  faithful,  otherwise  he  incurs  the 
awful  risk  of  abandonment  by  the  Spirit  of  grace,  being  de- 
livered over  to  the  mastery  of  his  own  corruptions  without 
restraint,  and  of  being  consigned  to  destruction  as  utterly 
incorrigible. 

The  cjualifications  for  eternal  life,  then,  are  repentance  to- 
wards God  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  professed  by 
embracing  the  gospel,  and  evidenced  by  the  fruits  of  faith 
in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness  of  life;  persisted  in  to 
the  end  as  a  faithful  member  of  Christ's  mystical  body,  the 
Churcli  which  he  bought  with  his  own  l)lood,  and  for  which 
he  gave  himself  that  he  might  cleanse  it  from  all  pollution, 
and  present  it  to  God  a  glorious  Church,  purified  from  the 
defilement  of  sin,  and  renewed  in  holiness.     This  purpose  the 
faithful  Christian  has  ever  before  him;  he  looks  to  the  end — ■ 
to  the  account  he  has  to  give  in,  to  the  Judge  who  shall  as- 
sign his  everlasting  condition.    These  quicken  and  strengthen 
him  "to  crucify  the  flesh  with  the  aftections  and  lusts"  of  a 
fallen,  corrupt  nature;  to  "put  ofi'  the  body  of  the  sins  of  the 
flcsli;"  "to  cleanse  himself  from  all  filthiness  of  the  flesh  and 
spirit,  perfecting  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God;"  and  "to  press 
toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in 
CuRisT  Jesus."     Great  and  manifest  imperfection,  yea  even 
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sin,  cleaves  to  liis  best  services;  lie  feels  that  they  are  nothing 
wortli  in  the  eye  of  unspotted  purity  and  holiness,  that  he  is 
in  liimself  an  unprofitable  servant.  But  he  looks  unto  Jesus, 
to  the  promises  of  God  in  him,  to  the  merit  of  his  righteous- 
ness, and  to  the  atoning  virtue  of  his  blood.  Faith  ])resent8 
these  continually  to  God,  and  hope  looks  forward  with  hum- 
ble confidence  to  the  reward  of  grace  in  the  "well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant,"  with  which  liis  Lord  and  his  Judge  shall 
confess  him  before  his  Father  and  the  holy  angels.  "Not 
every  one  that  saitli  unto  me.  Loud,  Lord,  shall  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father  whicli  is  in  heaven." 

The  application  of  this  awful  subject,  and  of  what  I  have 
said  upon  it,  brings  home  to  our  consideration,  my  brethren 
and  hearers,  tlie  true  design  and  purpose  of  the  religion  of 
the  gospel,  in  preparing  sinful  creatures  for  everlasting  hap- 
l)iness  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  by  the  renewal  and  sanctifica- 
tion  of  their  corrupt  natures  in  the  present  life.  This  alone, 
if  duly  considered,  might  give  an  importance  to  time,  dis- 
tinct from  every  worldly  consideration;  and  "teach  us  so  to 
numl)er  our  days  as  to  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom" — 
might  rescue  this  precious  talent  from  the  sinful  vanities  and 
idohitrous  pursuits  of  the  world,  and  devote  it  to  the  higher 
interests  of  our  eternal  state.  How,  then,  let  us  ask  our- 
selves, are  we  prepared  for  the  awful  solemnity  represented 
in  my  text?  ^ly  dear  liearers,  "we  must  all  stand  before  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ;"  from  this  there  is  no  escape  for 
any;  and  we  know  not  how  soon  death  may  seal  us  u[»  to  the 
judgment  of  that  day,  and  put  repentance  and  hope  for  ever 
l^eyoiid  our  reach.  Shall  any,  then,  continue  to  trifle  with 
this  tremendous  uncertainty,  and,  in  the  wantonness  of  defi- 
ance, provoke  God  to  surrender  them  to  impenitence?  God 
forbid!  Rather  let  it  quicken  us  all,  according  to  our  seve- 
ral conditions,  to  "search  and  try  our  waj's,"  and  bring  our 
hope,  whatever  it  may  be,  to  the  standard  of  God's  revealed 
will;  for  this  it  is  which  alone  can  correct  error  and  give  as- 
surance to  truth,  and  by  which  we  all  shall  be  judged. 

Let  professors  of  religion,  especially,  bring  their  hope  to 
this  standard;  not  in  part  only,  but  in  the  whole  of  its  foun- 
dation and  superstructure.     Let  them  open  their  Bibles,  and 
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then  trace,  step  by  step,  their  conformity  with  the  will  and 
command  of  Almighty  God.  Let  them  open  tlieir  hearts,  and 
there  search  for  the  sanctifying  presence  of  the  Holt  Spirit. 
Let  them  inspect  their  lives,  and,  from  the  fruit  thence  yield- 
ed, judge  whether  the  tree  is  made  good.  To  them,  in  par- 
ticular, is  the  warning  of  my  text  addressed.  They  are  the 
persons  who  call  Christ  Lord;  and  he  therein  afl'ectionately 
cautions  them  against  the  shame  and  ruin  of  being  by  him 
disowned  before  God. 

And  let  those  who  have  hitherto  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
counsel  of  God,  who  have  smothered  the  voice  of  conscience, 
and  stifled  the  convictions  of  the  Holt  Spirit  in  their  hearts; 
who  are  yet  surrounded  with  the  goodness  of  God,  and  cer- 
tified by  the  gospel,  that  "He  hath  not  appointed  them  to 
wrath,  but  to  obtain  salvation  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;" 
who  must  also  be  judged  by  the  word  spoken  unto  them — 
Let  them  awake  to  the  warning  of  my  text,  and  ask  them- 
selves what  preparation  is  made  for  the  day  of  the  Lord,  by 
doing  the  will  of  God?  O  let  them  bring  the  levity  and 
thoughtlessness  in  which  their  day  of  life  and  grace  is  fast 
vanishing  away,  to  the  judgment  then  to  pass  upon  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body,  and  ask  themselves — Is  this  wliat  God  re- 
quires of  me  that  I  may  be  saved?  Think  a  moment,  my 
fellow  sinners,  of  what  God  luith  done  for  your  salvation,  and 
of  what  you  have  done  in  return  for  his  love.  Think  of  the 
awful  hour  when  you  must  give  account  of  yourselves,  to 
Him  who  made  and  redeemed  you,  for  the  improvement  of 
this  and  all  his  other  mercies.  And,  O  think,  what  horror 
and  despair  will  seize  upon  you  above  all  others,  when  that 
merciful  Saviour  who  poured  out  his  life  to  save  you  from 
hell,  shall  be  compelled  to  disown  you;  when  your  then  ear- 
nest Lord,  Lord,  shall  meet  no  answer  from  infinite  love,  but 
"Depart  from  me,  I  never  knew  you!"  O  try  to  realize  this 
awful  moment,  till  your  sins  become  hateful  and  burden- 
some, and  the  cross  of  Christ  your  only  refuge  from  the 
wrath  of  that  day.  Now  it  is  given  unto  you  by  tlie  long- 
sufiering  mercy  of  God  to  cry  eflectually,  "Lord,  I  come  to 
thee,  thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life;"  "Lord,  I  believe, 
help  thou  mine  unbelief;"  "Lord,  save  or  I  perish!"  And  now 
it  is  given  to  Christ  to  say  to  you,  "Him  that  cometh  unto 
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me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out;''  "Son,  thy  sins  be  forgiven 
thee,  go  and  sin  no  more,  lest  a  worse  thing  befall  thee." 
But  then,  all  this,  now  so  freely  offered  you  in  Christ  Jesus, 
will  be  done  away,  xis  your  Judge,  Christ  will  know  no- 
thing but  your  works  and  your  Avords — the  temper  of  your 
souls,  and  the  fruit  of  your  doings;  and  according  to  the  re- 
cord of  your  life  must  the  everlasting  sentence  be  passed. 

O  that  a  gracious  God  may  impress  these  solemn  truths 
upon  all  your  hearts,  and  bring  your  lives  under  their  blessed 
influence.  0  that  he  would  write  in  all  our  hearts  the  unal- 
terable appointment  of  his  wisdom,  in  bringing  sinners  to 
salvation  by  the  cross  of  Christ;  that  if  we  would  be  happy 
liereafter  we  must  become  holy  here:  that  if  we  would  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  we  must  do  the  will  of  God  upon 
earth,  as  revealed  to  us  in  the  gospel  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ 
<iur  Lord. 


SERMOK   XXYI. 


THE  DUTY  OF  PROFESSORS  OF  RELIGION. 


Titus  iii.  8. 

This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  these  things  I  will  that  thou  affirm  constantly, 
that  they  which  have  believed  in  Goi>  might  be  careful  to  maintain  good 
"works. 

Could  any  reasonable  doubt  be  entertained  of  the  obliga- 
tion Christians  are  under  to  adorn  their  profession  by  a  walk 
and  conversation  in   the  world   conformed  to  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  the  strong  terms  in  which  the  apostle  here  presses 
upon  Titus  the  duty  of  insisting  upcm  this  point  in  his  public 
preaching,  migiit  serve  to  correct  it,  and  to  warn  all  profess- 
ing Christians,  that  religion  without  the  practice  of  its  duties 
is  no  other  than  the  building  on  the  sand,  which  will  be  swept 
away  in  the  day  of  trial,  and  confound  the  expectations  of  its 
deluded  entertainer.     At  the  first  view  of  the  subject,  it 
would  seem  next  to  impossible  that  rational  beings  could  so 
overlook  the  great  purpose  and  design  of  religion  as  to  satisfy 
themselves,  or  to  imagine  its  Divine  Author  can  be  satisfied, 
with  an  empty  profession  of  faith.     Yet  the  Scriptures  them- 
selves and  our  own  experience  concur  in  proving,  that  it  is 
not  only  a  possible,  but  a  very  frequent  delusion,  to  substi- 
tute tiie  form  for  the  power  of  godliness.     It  is  the  bent  and 
bias  of  our  fallen  nature,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  to  decline 
from  the  strait  and  narrow  way  of  holiness — to  pare  down  the 
duties  of  religion  to  the  standard  of  our  own  interest  and  con- 
venience— to  search  for  excuses  to  uphold  some  conformity 
with  the  world,  and  by  making  Christ  the  minister  of  sin,  to 
make  void,  as  to  ourselves,  the  gracious  purpose  of  his  merci- 
ful undertaking  for  a  world  of  sinners.     This  the  apostle  well 
knew,  and,  therefore,  charged  Titus  in  such  strong  tei-ms  to 
press  upon  his  hearers  the  necessity  of  a  holy  life,  in  order  to 
reap  any  benefit  from  a  right  faith.     "This  is  a  faithful  say- 
ing;" that  is,  it  is  not  only  true,  but  a  truth  of  such  leading- 
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importance  as  to  pervade  the  whole  structure  of  Christianity, 
and  to  give  to  the  hope  derived  from  the  gospel  the  character 
of  "sure  and  certain,"  or  of  false  and  unfounded;  therefore, 
says  he,  "I  will  that  thou  affirm  this  constantly,"  St.  Paul 
had  also  experienced  how  prone  men  are  to  corrupt  the  car- 
dinal doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  without  works.  He 
knew  how  readily  the  cori'upt  heart  and  clouded  understand- 
ing of  a  ftillen  race  would  seize  upon  an  abstract  point  in  a 
system  of  religion,  and  build  upon  it  the  fatal  delusions  of 
antinomian  error.  He,  therefore,  enjoins  it  upon  Titus  to 
guard  against  this  evil,  and  in  the  exercise  of  his  public  min- 
istry to  enforce  upon  all  believers  the  obligation  of  good 
works,  not  only  as  a  distinct  doctrine  of  the  religion  he  was 
commissioned  to  teach,  but  as  the  only  evidence  of  a  true 
and  saving  faith. 

The  union  of  a  right  faith  and  a  holy  life,  therefore,  being 
the  only  ground  of  a  good  hope  to  the  believer,  and  in  order 
to  impress  upon  those  who  make  a  profession  of  religion  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  all  such  good  works  as  God  hath 
jDrepared  for  them  to  walk  in,  in  discoursing  upon  these 
words  I  will,  in  the 

First  jjlace,  explain  in  what  sense  the  words  "they  which 
have  believed  in  God"  are  to  be  understood  and  applied. 

Secondly,  I  will  consider  the  nature  and  kind  of  the  "good 
works"  by  tliem  to  be  maintained. 

Thirdly,  I  shall  point  out  the  obligations  which  are  neces- 
saril}^  undertaken  by  all  who  make  a  profession  of  religion; 
and,  then. 

Conclude  with  some  practical  observations. 

"This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  these  things  I  will  that  thou 
affirm  constantly,  that  they  which  have  believed  in  God  might 
be  careful  to  maintain  good  works." 

I.  First.  I  am  to  explain  in  what  manner  the  words  "they 
whicli  have  believed  in  God"  are  to  be  understood  and  applied. 

It  must  be  evident,  I  think,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  that 
to  any  just  and  practical  application  of  divine  truth,  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly necessary  that  the  terms  and  figures  made  use  of 
in  Scripture  to  describe  the  effects  produced  by  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gos})el  under  an  extraordinary  and  miraculous  dis- 
pensation of  religion,  should  be  carefully  accommodated  to 
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the  very  diftereiit  circumstances  of  tlie  same  religion,  and  of 
the  persons  to  whom  it  is  preaclied,  wlien  miraculous  attes- 
tation is  withdrawn. 

This  accommodation,  however,  ought  only  to  be  applied  to 
the  manner  in  wliich  a  particular  doctrine,  or  its  eti'ects,  are 
exhibited  by  the  inspired  writers,  and  never  to  the  doctrine 
itself  or  to  the  effect,  as  universally  necessary.  Tims,  the 
doctrine  of  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spmrr  in  the  conversion 
of  sinners  and  of  the  witness  of  the  Spirit  in  believers,  as  ex- 
hibited in  the  Scriptui'es  under  an  extraordinary  dispensation 
of  the  IIoLY  GnofeT,  to  be  ])ractically  useful,  must  be  accom- 
modated to  the  circumstances  of  a  dispensation  in  which  only 
his  ordinary  operations  are  to  be  looked  for  and  obtained; 
while  the  doctrines  themselves  are  to  be  enforced  as  ecpially 
indispensable  now  as  at  the  beginning.  For  sinners  must 
yet  be  converted  or  perish,  and  tliere  is  no  power  which  can 
change  the  heart  and  communicate  spiritual  life  but  God  the 
Holt  Ghost. 

But,  however  obvious  this  accommodation  must  be,  and 
even  essential  to  tlie  just  exhibition  and  practical  apjjlication 
of  revealed  truth  under  the  present  state  of  the  gospel,  there 
is  one  particular  in  religious  condition  to  which  no  difference, 
either  of  state  or  dispensation,  admits  of  any  accommodation. 
Eoth  Heathen  and  Christian  men  must  believe  the  gospel  if 
they  would  be  considered  as  believing  in  God. 

The  gospel  is  his  inessage  to  mankind  by  his  onl}^  begotten 
Son.  It  is  his  testimony  in  the  world  to  and  of  his  only  be- 
gotten Son,  as  the  sole  medium  of  his  mercy  and  favor  to 
men,  and  it  is  by  him  "commanded  to  be  preached  among 
all  nations  for  the  obedience  of  faith."  Whosoever,  therefore, 
receiveth  not  the  gospel,  believeth  not  God;  and  the  Scri])ture 
declares  of  every  such  person,  in  its  severest  language,  that 
"he  hath  made  God  a  liar,  because  he  believeth  not  the  I'e- 
cord  that  God  gave  of  his  Son." 

The  expression  in  my  text,  then,  "the\'  which  have  believed 
in  God,"  being  the  designation  given  by  St.  Paul  to  those 
who,  from  among  the  Heathen,  turned  to  the  Lord  by  em- 
bracing the  conditions  of  the  gospel,  must  be  understood  and 
applied  by  us  exclusively  to  those  persons  who,  in  like  man- 
ner, by  a  public  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  by  an  open 
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union  with  his  visible  Church,  do  show  to  the  world  that  they 
liave  so  believed  in  God,  as  he  by  his  holy  word  requires  them 
to  believe.  This  was  the  evidence  given  by  the  first  converts 
to  the  religion  of  the  gospel.  This  was  the  only  distinction 
between  being  of  the  world  and  being  of  God,  known  to  the 
apostles  of  Christ.  There  was  then  no  middle  or  neutral 
ground,  like  the  abstract,  naked  belief  of  so  many  in  these 
days;  but  every  believer  was  openly  professed,  was  in  full 
communion  with  the  Church,  and  was,  therefore,  only  ac- 
counted a  believer  because  he  thus  "continued  steadfast  in 
the  apostles'  doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of  bread, 
and  in  prayers."  Therefore,  tlie  same  evidence  must  now 
determine  whether  we  are  of  tlie  number  which  have  be- 
lieved in  God,  or  of  those  who  falsify  the  testimony  he  hath 
given  by  his  only  begotten  Son,  as  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

II.  Secondly,  I  am  to  consider  the  nature  and  kind  of  good 
works  by  them  to  be  maintained. 

It  is  a  maxim  of  Christ's  religion  that  "no  man  liveth  to 
himself;"  and  though  this  is  primarily  to  be  taken,  as  the 
apostle  teaches,  of  the  account  we  have  to  give  in  to  God, 
as  our  Lord  and  master,  it  is  also  true  of  the  mutual  depen- 
dence on  each  other,  in  which  men  are  placed  in  the  present 
life,  and  of  the  consequent  effects  which  the  conduct  of  one 
may  produce  upon  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  many. 
Hence,  as  religion  is  the  substitute  which  the  wisdom  of  God 
hath  devised,  to  supply  the  place  of  that  original  rectitude 
which  the  entertainment  of  sin  expelled  from  the  heart  of 
man,  the  good  works  to  be  maintained  by  those  which  have 
believed  in  God,  or  who  profess  to  be  regulated  by  the  laws 
of  his  religion,  must  be  of  such  nature  and  kind  as  are  both 
pleasing  to  God,  by  being  directly  religious,  and  profitable 
also  to  men,  because  contributing  to  the  peace,  comfort,  and 
welfare  of  the  world. 

"They  wliich  have  believed  in  God,"  therefore,  will  be 
careful  to  maintain  the  good  work  of  cultivating  the  spirit  of 
his  religion  in  their  hearts,  by  tlie  study  of  his  holy  word,  by 
meditating  upon  his  glorious  perfections,  and  by  tlie  frequent 
exercise  of  prayer.  These  are  means  which  his  wisdom  hath 
devised  and  directed,  to  correct  and  transform  the  corruption 
of  our  hearts,  to  renew  liis  image  in  our  souls,  ajid  prepare 
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US  for  the  glory  and  liappiness  of  his  heavenly  kingdom;  and 
they  are  etfectual  to  this  end,  through  his  promised  blessing 
on  their  use.  For  what  better  safe-guard  against  those  "evil 
thoughts  which  assault  and  hurt  the  soul,"  than  to  keep  the 
heart  occupied  with  meditations  of  God?  What  safer  preven- 
tive against  the  entertainment  of  sin,  tlian  the  recollection 
and  sobriety  of  mind  which  the  exercise  of  private  prayer 
calls  for?  And  what  so  eftectual  to  promote  growth  in  grace, 
as  thus  to  cherish  the  Divine  Spirit  with  habitual  devotion? 
For  tiius  runs  the  promise,  "to  him  that  hath  shall  be  given, 
and  he  shall  have  more  abundance." 

"They  which  have  believed  in  Ctod,"  will  likewise  be  care- 
ful to  maintain  the  good  work  of  the  public  worship  of  God, 
by  their  personal  presence  in  the  house  of  the  Lord;  that 
they  may  join  with  their  brethren  in  those  holy  exercises  by 
■which  God  is  glorified,  the  Church  edified,  and  faith  increased. 
"I  was  glad  when   they  said  unto  me  let  iis  go  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord,"  is  the  language  in  which  David  expressed 
his  delight  in  the  public  duties  of  religion;   and  a  portion  of 
the  same  spirit  fills  the  heart  of  the  devout  Christian.  When 
the  holy  day  comes  round  and  invites  him  to  the  high  privi- 
lege of  its  sacred  appointments,  he  is  not  of  the  number  of 
those  who,  for  some  slight  obstruction  or  trifling  inconveni- 
ence to  himself,  "forsake  the  assembling  of  themselves  toge- 
ther" with  their  brethren.     Particularly  when  the  great  sa- 
crifice for  sin  is  commemorated,  is  his   soul  alive  to  the 
mighty  benefits  procured  for  us  by  the  same,  and  his  spirit 
drawn  out  to  be  made  one  with  E[im  "who  loved  us  and  gave 
himself  for  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood." 
Thus,  in  the  exercise  of  public  and  private  devotion,  and 
in  the  use  of  the  sacrament  of  Christ's  body  and  blood  as  a 
means  of  grace  to  the  soul,  "they  which  have  believed  in 
God"  are  careful  to  maintain  all  such  good  works  as  he  hath 
prepared  for  them  to  walk  in,  that  they  may  thereby  main- 
tain that  good  work  which  God  hath  begun  in  their  hearts  by 
his  Holy  Spirit,  and  reap  that  bright  reward  which  he  hath 
promised  to  their  faith  and  obedience  in  his  holy  word. 

"They  which  have  believed  in  God"  will  also  be  careful  to 
maintain  such  good  works  as  are  profitable  to  men,  not  only 
by  avoiding  all  actions  directly  injurious  to  others,  but  by 
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the  performance  of  all  such  within  their  ability  as  are  either 
useful,  beneficial,  or  consolatory,  to  their  brethren,  their 
friends,  and  neighbors,  and  all  others  in  reach  of  their  good 
offices. 

The  Christian,  then,  will  be  a  man  of  integrity.     And, 
First,  he  will  be  just  to  himself;  he  will  follow  no  calling 
or  occupation  which  puts  in  danger  the  care  of  his  soul.    He 
will  be  just  to  his  family,  with  industry  and  care  providing 
for  their  needful  support  and  advancement  in  life.     As  he 
Lath  covenanted  for  them  with  God  and  before  men,  he  will 
honestly  perform  the  promise  and  vow  he  hath  publicly  un- 
dertaken.    He  will,  therefore,  "train  them  up  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lokd,"  carefully  instilling  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion  and  virtue,  and  diligently  watching  against 
and  correcting  the  buddings  of  sin,  both  in  temper  and  con- 
duct.    As  his  children  have  renounced  the  world  through 
him  as  their  surety,  he  will  neither  lead  them  into  its  vanities 
by  his  example,  nor  expose  them  to  its  dissipations  by  his  in- 
dulgence.    From  his  instructions  they  will  early  learn  that 
the  world  which  surrounds  them  "lieth  in  wickedness,"  alien- 
ated from  God;  that  its  pleasures  and  its  profits  are  the  snares 
in  which  souls  are  taken  captive  by  the  ruler  of  its  darkness, 
and  that  their  safety  consists  in  keeping  away  from  the  blan- 
dishment of   its  temptations;    by  his  prudence,  active  em- 
ployment will  leave  no  vacancy  for  its  follies  to  fill  up,  and 
with  the  promised  blessing  of  God  on  these  faithful  endeavors, 
their  ears  will  be  ojjen  to  receive  instruction,  and  their  hearts 
to  retain  wisdom. 

Secondly,  the  Christian  will  be  just  to  all  men.  Whatever 
Lis  calling  may  be,  diligence,  truth,  and  uprightness  will  pre- 
side over  all  his  conduct.  His  treasure  not  being  on  earth, 
the  frauds  and  extortions  by  which  "they  that  will  be  rich 
fall  into  a  snare;"  and  the  maxims  of  gain,  which  the  con- 
venient morality  of  the  world  sanctions,  present  no  tempta- 
tion to  him  to  violate  the  higher  law  by  which  his  life  is 
governed.  The  Christian,  the  believer  in  God,  looks  habitu- 
ally to  the  end,  he  realizes  the  continual  inspection  of  an  all 
seeing  eye;  and  bearing  ever  in  mind  the  impressive  question, 
"What  is  a  man  profited  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and 
lose  his  own  soul?" — he  finds  it  a  shield  and  a  buckler  against 
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every  inducement  to  unrighteous  gain,  and  over  engagement 
with  the  things  whicli  perish. 

Thirdly,  the  Christian  will  be  merciful  to  all  men. 

As  the  object  and  the  subject  of  the  highest  mercy  in  his 
own  person,  the  constant  sense  of  this,  under  which  he  lives,, 
2^rompts  his  heart  to  feel  and  to  manifest  benevolence,  com- 
passion, and  kindness  to  every  creature  of  God.  Being  him- 
self forgiven  his  ten  thousand  talents,  he  retains  not  the 
hundred-pence  offences  of  his  fellow  servants;  but,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  forgiveness,  walks  at  liberty  from  the  slavery  of 
fixlse  honor,  and  the  galling  chains  of  pride,  hatred,  and  re- 
venge. Particularly  with  the  unfortunate  and  the  afflicted 
does  he  feel  himself  drawn  out  to  sympathize,  and  moved  to 
contribute  to  their  relief.  But  if  he  can  do  nothing  more,  he 
"weeps  with  those  who  weep,"  and  tries  to  soften  and  as- 
suage the  distress  he  cannot  remove,  by  sharing  in  their 
crrief.  Because  "charitv  seeketli  not  her  own,"  the  Christian 
pushes  not  his  rights  to  extremity,  the  bitter  tear  of  the 
widow  and  the  fatherless  is  not  made  to  flow  more  grievously 
through  his  exactions.  Having  learnt  what  that  meaneth, 
"I  will  have  mercy  and  not  sacrifice,"  no  ruin  is  accomplished 
under  his  hand;  and,  where  the  hardness  of  the  world  brings 
it  to  pass,  he  commits  the  case  to  Him  who  judgeth  right- 
eously, and  "whose  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works." 

Fourthly,  the  Christian  will  be  liberal  to  all  men. 

His  compassion  will  not  be  allowed  to  evaporate  in  the 
mere  expression  of  pity,  but  will  show  itself  by  such  fruits 
of  active  benevolence  as  the  blessing  of  God  has  put  at  his 
disposal.  And,  if  he  is  a  Christian  indeed,  the  luxury  of  this 
duty  will  not  be  denied  hiin  for  want  of  means.  Something 
will  be  reserved,  even  from  his  own  accommodation,  if  no 
otherwise  to  be  had,  wherewith  to  relieve  the  indigent,  to 
assist  the  destitute,  above  all — because  comprehending  all 
charities  in  one — above  all.  to  set  forward  the  grand  remedy 
for  the  miseries  of  this  life,  in  the  advancement  of  the  pure 
and  undefiled  religion  of  the  gospel.  This  is  near  the  heart 
of  the  true  Christian,  both  as  promoting  the  glory  of  God  and 
insuring  the  good  of  men  not  only  now  but  for  ever.  And 
did  professing  Christians  but  feel  and  understand  as  they 
should  do  their  duty  in  this  respect;  did  they  sacrifice  less 
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to  custom  and  more  to  principle;  did  they  but  estimate  the 
souls  that  are  perishing  all  around  them  for  lack  of  know- 
ledge; did  they  reflect  on  the  rich  interest  which  would  be 
retributed  to  their  own  souls  in  thus  carino;  fur  the  souls  of 
others,  they  would  surely  turn  what  is  wasted  on  the  vanities 
of  the  world  into  this  channel,  and  make  glad  the  city  of  God 
with  their  liberality,  whilst  they  also  "laid  up  for  themselves 
a  good  foundation  against  the  time  to  come,"  in  the  "city 
which  hath  foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God." 
But  these  very  things  the  true  Christian  provides  for,  by  re- 
pressing inordinate  desires,  by  interdicting  extravagant  ex- 
penditure, and  by  putting  forth  diligence  and  industry  in  his 
occupation.  These  are  means  which  God  has  put  in  the  reach 
of  all  Christians,  and  has  warned  them  to  "make  to  them- 
selves friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness;"  for  on  this 
will  depend  their  being  counted  worthy  of  the  true  riciies. 

Such,  my  brethren,  are  the  "good  works"  which  Titus  was 
commanded  to  affirm  constantly,  that  they  which  have  be- 
lieved in  God  should  be  "careful  to  maintain."  And  surely 
the  religion  whose  true  purpose  and  genuine  fruit  it  is  to 
promote  the  glory  of  God  by  doing  good  to  our  fellow  crea- 
tures, from  a  principle  of  love  and  obedience  to  him,  must 
commend  itself  not  only  to  Christians,  but  to  all  who  can  feel 
for  human  misery  or  desire  human  happiness. 

III.  Thirdly,  I  am  to  point  out  the  obligations  which  are 
necessarily  undertaken  by  all  who  make  a  profession  of 
religion. 

A  profession  of  religion,  properly  understood,  means  the 
declared  intention  to  devote  the  life  to  the  service  of  God,  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  given  in  the  gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  And  whether  this  be  done  from  the  conviction 
of  the  understanding  that  it  is  the  primary  dutj^  of  every 
accountable  being,  to  whom  the  offer  of  the  gospel  is  made, 
forthwith  to  embrace  it,  or  from  any  series  of  impressions  and 
effects  i)reviously  produced,  makes  no  difference  as  to  the 
obligations  undertaken. 

The  first  obligation  undertaken  by  those  who  make  a  pro- 
fession of  religion  is,  to  forsake  and  abandon  all  known  sin,  that 
is,  all  acts,  habits,  and  pursuits  forbidden  by  the  law  of  God. 

The  great  object  of  religion  being  the  defeat  and  destruc- 
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tion  of  sin,  and  the  high  purpose  wlierefore  Christ  came  in 
the  flesh  being  to  "put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself," 
those  who  profess  to  believe  in  God  are  bound  by  the  high- 
est considerations  to  watch  against  every  temptation  to  sin, 
and  to  resist  its  commission,  whatever  may  be  the  conse- 
quence. As  sin  is  in  positive  opposition  to  every  perfection 
of  the  divine  nature,  and  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the 
present  and  future  happiness  of  moral  beings,  and  the  whole 
purpose  of  the  present  life  being  the  extinguishment  of  its 
love  in  our  hearts,  and  of  its  practice  in  our  lives,  the  religion 
through  which  all  this  is  to  be  effected  cannot  pernnt  the 
entertainment  of  sin  in  those  who  profess  to  be  governed  by 
its  holy  laws.  "They  which  have  believed  in  God,"  there- 
fore, do  by  their  profession  undertake  to  renounce  all  the  sin- 
ful acts,  habits,  and  pursuits  of  their  former  lives,  with  what- 
ever directly,  or  by  discoverable  consequence,  involves  the 
commission  of  sin. 

In  the  next  place,  those  who  make  a  profession  of  religion 
do  undertake  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in  this 
j^resent  world. 

The  purpose  of  religion  being  to  prepare  sinners  for  hea- 
venly happiness  and  eternal  glory,  it  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  this  end,  not  only  that  the  love  of  sin  should  be  rooted 
out,  but  that  they  should  acquire  those  opposite  tempers  and 
dispositions  of  soul  which  form  the  character  of  holiness.  God 
being  essentially  holy,  all  who  aspire  to  the  enjoyment  of  his 
everlasting  presence  must  also  become  holy.  And  this  holi- 
ness being  to  be  obtained  in  the  use  of  means  by  him  pre- 
scribed, it  is  to  the  use  of  those  means  that  professors  of  reli' 
gion  bind  themselves,  and  it  is  in  the  use  of  those  means  that 
they  do  actually  become  holy  and  heavenly  minded  persons. 
God,  indeed,  can  confer  holiness  by  an  instantaneous  trans- 
formation  of  the  soul;  but  it  is  not  thus  that  he  deals  with 
moral  beings.  He  gives  them  the  means  of  becoming  holy, 
and  assists  them  by  his  Spirit  in  the  faithful  use  of  them;  but 
he  requires  them,  and  for  this  very  reason,  to  work  out  their 
own  salvation,  by  leading  sober,  righteous,  and  godly  lives, 
as  becometh  their  profession  of  faith  in  his  holy  word. 

To  live  soberly,  is  to  maintain  that  recollected,  serious  de- 
portment, which  so  high  an  interest  as  heavenly  happiness, 
[Vol.  2,— *21.] 
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committed  to  so  corrupt  and  feeble  a  creature  as  the  Cbri's- 
tian  knows  and  feels  himself  to  be,  ought  to  produce.  The 
thought  of  how  much  is  at  stake,  of  the  means  by  which  it 
has  been  made  possible  to  be  saved,  of  the  awful  consequen- 
ces of  failure,  as  thej  must  be  frequent  in  the  mind  of  the 
Christian,  so  must  they  necessarily  beget  that  habit  of  watch- 
fulness and  circumspection  which  constitutes  sobriety  of  life. 
This  duty,  however,  is  not  confined  to  the  general  or  prevail- 
ing deportment  of  the  external  conduct;  it  applies  also  to  the 
regulation  of  the  appetites,  passions,  and  affections  of  the 
soul.  These  are  all  disordered  and  out  of  rule  by  the  infec- 
tion of  sin,  and  are  to  be  restrained  and  governed,  mortified 
and  subdued,  to  the  control  and  direction  of  God's  holy  law. 
They  are  also  to  be  renewed  and  elevated  to  the  high  pur^ 
pose  for  which  they  were  originally  given,  by  being  directed 
to  God,  accustomed  to  submit  to  his  holy  will,  encouraged  to 
trust  in  his  faithful  promises,  and  exalted  to  hope  for  his 
eternal  presence  as  the  full  satisfaction  of  their  capacity  for 
enjoyment. 

This  is  an  arduous  task,  my  brethren;  but  it  is  what  every 
professor  of  religion  has  undertaken  and  must  accomplish,  if 
he  would  gain  "the  prize  of  his  high  calling."  But  he  is  not 
called  to  it  in  his  own  w^eakness,  but  in  the  strength  of  the 
living  God,  who  exhorts  him  to  live  soberly,  to  watch  dili- 
gently, and  to  strive  faithfully,  because  "it  is  God  which 
worketh  in  him  both  to  will  and  to  do."  A  sufficient  mea- 
sure of  divine  grace  is  bestowed  upon  every  man,  to  enable 
him  to  believe  and  come  to  God,  and  upon  every  true  be- 
liever, suflScient  to  all  required  duty;  and  in  the  power  of 
this  grace  all  things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth. 

To  live  soberly,  requires  from  the  Christian  professor  a 
distinct  separation  from  the  deportment  of  the  world  in  all 
those  thiugs  which  mark  its  ungodliness.  The  world,  my 
brethren,  is  imholy,  and  Christians  are  called  to  come  out  of 
it.  Its  pomps  and  its  vanities,  its  lusts  and  its  pleasures,  are 
inconsistent  with  all  sobriety  of  mind.  Even  its  more  inno- 
cent pleasures  and  amusements  can  seldom  be  partaken  of 
without  the  painful  retrospect  of  mercies  misapplied,  without 
the  sad  experience  that  the  soul  is  less  inclined  to  hold  its 
accustomed  intercourse  with  God,  or  less  lively  in  its  ad- 
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dresses  to  a  throne  of  grace.  Yet  the  sobriety  of  Christian 
deportment  is  neither  inconsistent  with  or  opposed  to  cheer- 
fulness and  enjoyment.  Christian  society  has  its  pleasures 
as  well  as  the  society  of  the  world,  with  this  marked  advan- 
tage, that  those  who  are  qualified  to  enjoy  them  are  not  only 
made  happy  for  the  time,  but  better  and  happier  for  the  time 
to  come.  And  Avhen  this  can  be  said  for  the  social  parties 
of  the  world,  those  who  have  undertaken  to  live  soberly,  as 
professors  of  religion,  may,  without  danger  or  offence,  be 
found  among  them;  but  not  till  then. 

To  live  righteously,  is  to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  they 
should  do  unto  us.  This  is  the  rule  given  by  our  Saviour  to 
his  disciples,  as  comprehending  the  three  great  principles  of 
morality — truth,  justice,  and  charity.  And  it  is  called  the 
golden  rule,  not  only  because  of  its  intrinsic  and  comprehen- 
sive wisdom,  as  the  foundation  of  moral  obligation  among 
men,  but  because  it  makes  our  own  wants  and  desires  the 
measure  of  our  charity  and  benevolence  to  others. 

As  no  man  can  possibly  wish  to  be  deceived,  defrauded, 
or  defamed,  every  man  is  bound,  by  tiiat  very  circumstance, 
to  perform  all  the  offices  of  truth  and  justice  towards  other 
men,  doing  no  injury  to  any,  in  his  person,  character,  or  es- 
tate. And  as  every  man,  when  in  distress,  must  wish  to  be 
relieved,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  suffering,  he  is  there- 
by bound  to  afford  relief  and  assistance '  to  others,  in  the 
same  manner,  to  the  extent  of  his  ability. 

This  obligation  every  professor  of  religion  specially  under- 
takes, and  on  his  fulfilment  of  it  depends  the  worth  of  his 
profession,  both  here  and  hereafter.  As  human  laws  cannot 
enforce  the  duties  of  benevolence,  the  divine  law  enacts  them 
as  a  branch  of  moral  righteousness,  and  hath  exjjressly  de- 
clared that  "the  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God." 

To  live  godl}^,  is  to  add  to  sobriety  of  deportment  and 
righteousness  of  life  the  governing  principle  of  the  reverence 
and  love  nf  Almighty  God.  Acting  from  motives  derived 
from  him,  and  ending  in  him;  referring  continually  to  his 
holy  will;  depending  wholly  on  his  heavenly  grace  for  direc- 
tion and  support;  hoping  for  and  relying  on  his  jiromised 
mercy,  solely  through  the  merits  and  death  of  the  Lokd  Je- 
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sus  Christ,  and  manifesting  this  principle  by  a  professed 
subjection  to  the  gospel,  by  the  regular  and  hearty  perform- 
ance of  all  the  public  and  private  duties  of  religion,  and  by 
bringing  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  all  goodness,  and 
righteousness,  and  truth,  in  the  life; — this  is  the  holiness  to 
which  Christians  are  called,  which  they  profess  to  desire  and 
to  seek  for,  and  "without  which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord." 
Such  are  the  good  works  which  Titus,  and  all  other  minis- 
ters of  Christ  after  him,  w-as  directed  to  affirm  constantly, 
that  "they  which  have  believed  in  God"  should  be  careful  to 
maintain.  And,  in  tiie  explanation  and  enforcement  of  the 
text  which  I  have  laid  before  you,  "ye  see  your  calling,"  my 
brethren,  and  you  learn  the  obligations  you  have  come  under 
as  professors  of  religion.  You  learn  also,  the  unspeakable 
consequences  which  depend  on  the  faithful  performance  of 
them.  As  communicants,  those  obligations  have  lately  again 
been  renewed,  and  I  conceived  it  my  duty  to  recall  your  at- 
tention to  them. 

Make  them,  then,  the  subject  of  your  most  serious  consid- 
eration, and  bring  them  to  bear  faithfully  on  your  spiritual 
condition.     Apply  them  particularly  to  two  points  in  it.  The 
one,  the  state  of  your  heart  in  its  private  exercises  and  aspi- 
rations after  God.     Are  you  in  this  faithful  to  yourselves, 
cherishing  the  seed  of  divine  grace  in  your  hearts,  by  fre- 
quent prayer,  and  meditation  in  the  divine  word?    Are  you 
thankful,  drawai  out  in  praise  for  the  divine  mercies?     Are 
you  watchful,  awake  to  the  stirrings  of  sin  in  your  hearts, 
and  diligent  to  resist  and  drive  away  the  temptation?    The 
other  point  is,  your  compliance  with  customs  and  practices 
of  the  world  which  cannot  be  reconciled  with  a  fervent  spirit 
of  piety,  and  with  that  separation  from  its  vanities  to  which 
you  are  pledged.     Do  you  comply  with  them?     Do  you  com- 
ply from  choice,  or  from  constr:iint  of  some  kind?     Do  you 
derive   satisfaction   or   mortification    from  the  compliance? 
These  inquiries  will  enable  you  to  "prove  your  own  selves," 
and  form  a  good  ground  of  confidence  and  hope,  or  will  call 
for  penitence  and  amended  life.    And  great  thanks  be  to 
God,  his  ear  is  ever  open  to  the  cry  of  the  penitent,  and  his 
hand  ready  to  send  him  deliverance. 

The  great  danger  of  the  present  times  consists  in  a  general 
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propensity  to  lower  the  standard  of  religious  duty  and  at- 
tainment, and  to  spread  out  the  hope  of  the  gospel  so  widely 
as  to  cover  much  in  Christian  conduct  and  in  Ciiristiau  con- 
dition, that  neither  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  will 
warrant.  This  renders  it  the  more  necessary  that  those  who 
make  a  profession  of  religion  should  increase  their  watchful- 
ness over  themselves,  and  over  their  brethren;  lest  this  ruin- 
ous deceit  find  countenance  and  support  through  their  inad- 
vertent compliance  in  things  not  directh^  sinful,  perhaps,  in 
themselves,  yet  evidently  the  occasion  of  much  sin  and  erro- 
neous opinion  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  certainly  incon- 
sistent with  the  duties,  and  obligations,  and  attainments,  of 
tliose  who  profess  to  have  believed  in  God  on  the  faith  of  his 
revealed  word.  The  Church  of  Christ  is  compared  to  a  city 
set  on  an  hill,  and  the  members  thereof  to  tlie  light  which 
makes  it  discoverable  amidst  the  darkness  of  the  world.  But 
if  this  light  itself  become  darkness,  by  the  members  gradu- 
ally conforming  to  the  ways  and  practices  of  the  world,  this 
purpose  is  defeated;  and  Christians,  by  putting  out  the  light, 
become  the  destroyers  of  their  own  hope.  Therefore,  my 
Christian  brethren,  as  "ye  are  the  body  of  Christ  and  mem- 
bers in  particular,  let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that 
they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven." 
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2  Peter  iii.  14. 

'Wherefore,  beloved,  seeing  ye  look  for  such  things,  be  diligent  that  ye 
tnay  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  spot,  and  blameless. 

Were  I  called  upon  to  say  what  I  considered  most  condu- 
cive to  the  formation  of  the  religious  character,  I  would  un- 
hesitatingly name  serious  consideration.  And  I  think  I  am 
warranted  in  this  from  the  actual  condition  of  mankind,  from 
the  nature  of  religion,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  commu- 
nications of  the  gospel  are  made  to  us. 

From  the  nature  of  man,  fallen  and  depraved,  he  is  chiefly 
attracted  by  present  and  sensible  things.  Their  power  and 
influence  over  him  are  very  great,  not  only  because  of  their 
subserviency  to  his  present  comfort  and  enjoyment,  but  be- 
cause of  his  natural  darkness,  and  ignorance  of  higher  and 
still  more  lasting  enjoyments.  Yet  is  there  upon  the  mind 
of  this  fallen  and  perverted  creature  a  fjiiut  and  obscure,  yet 
anxious  and  uneasy,  perception  of  things  which  are  not  the 
objects  of  sense;  in  which,  nevertheless,  he  is  deeply  inter- 
ested. Serious  consideration,  therefore,  is  the  onlv  thiny 
which  can  enable  him  to  form  some  just  estimate  of  what  he 
is  most  attracted  by,  and  to  give  a  clearer  and  more  imj)res- 
sive  character  to  those  anxious  interests  which  lie  beyond 
the  boundary  of  sense. 

From  the  nat;ure  of  religion  also,  serious  consideration  must 
enter  into  any  safe  or  profltablc  examination  of  its  importance 
to  our  present  as  well  as  future  welfare.  For  religion  is  a 
science,  even  the  science  of  eternal  life,  upon  conditions  de- 
clared by  Almighty  God,  and  proposed  to  our  attainment. 
Without  serious  consideration,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  under- 
stood; and,  if  not  nnderstood,  will  never  be  desired  and  fol- 
lowed as  the  one  thing  needful.  Eeligion,  moreover,  is  a 
reasonable  service  required  from  man  by  his  Creator,     It 
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must,  therefore,  be  studied  and  treasured  up  in  its  informa- 
tion, its  doctrines,  its  precepts,  and  its  sanctions;  and,  though 
spiritual  in  its  nature,  it  is  made  so  to  us,  that  is,  we  imbibe 
its  spirit,  through  the  instrumentality  of  means  also  proposed 
to  be  considered  and  applied  by  us. 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  communications  of  the  gos- 
pel are  made  to  us,  moreover,  the  necessity  as  well  as  ad- 
vantage of  serious  consideration  must  be  still  more  evident. 
For  the  gospel  is  in  the  nature  of  a  proclamation  or  public 
message  from  a  potentate  to  liis  subjects;  and,  as  it  embraces 
a  great  variety  of  matter  as  well  as  condition,  and  includes 
time  that  is  past  and  time  that  is  to  come,  as  well  as  that  now 
present,  very  careful  attention  is  necessary  to  apprehend  its 
connexion  and  bearing  upon  our  individual  interests. 

Having  also  this  public  message  recorded  for  our  instruc- 
tion, in  such  wise  as  to  be  equally  authoritative  with  an  au- 
dible delivery  of  its  contents,  the  duty  of  acquainting  our- 
selves with  it  is  enforced  by  the  readiness  wherewith  we 
may  apply  ourselves  to  this  source  of  saving  knoM-ledge  in 
divine  things. 

If  serious  consideration,  then,  is  thus  necessary  and  profit- 
able to  our  entrance  upon  religion  at  all,  it  is  equally  so  to 
our  continuance  in  it  with  increase  and  advantage.  As  in  all 
other  sciences,  we  delight  in  them  more  as  we  become  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  them,  so  it  is  in  an  especial  manner  with 
the  science  of  religion.  Its  instruction  is  more  deep,  its  dis- 
coveries more  sublime,  its  results  more  certain:  all  its  know- 
ledge leads  to  a  practical  result,  and  a  present  rewai'd,  with 
this  high  distinction  over  all  the  rest,  that  this  reward  shall 
be  increased  and  perj^etuated  in  eternity. 

Ttiat  this  serious  consideration  was  recommended  by  our 
Lord  and  by  his  apostles,  we  learn  tVom  many  passages  in 
the  gospels  and  epistles;  and  that  it  was  practised  by  the 
primitive  Christians,  and  particularly  by  those  to  whom  St. 
Peter  wrote  this  epistle,  we  learn  from  the  context.  From 
this  it  would  appear,  that  meditations  upon  a  future  life,  and 
upon  the  awful  events  of  death  and  judgment,  as  preparatory 
to  it,  and  bearing  upon  its  condition  for  happiness  or  misery 
eternal,  were  the  awakening  and  quickening  considerations 
upon  which  their  faith  was  fruitful  in  righteousness  and  true 
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lioliness.  Looking  for  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth,  ac- 
cording to  the  promise  of  (tod,  wherein  righteousness  only 
shoukl  dwell,  they  were  anxious  to  secure  a  place  in  that 
kingdom;  and  tlie  apostle's  exhortation  in  my  text  is  founded 
upon  this  principle,  and  calculated  to  encourage  them  to 
keep  their  minds  tixed  upon  these  realities  as  alone  compe- 
tent to  counteract  and  overcome  the  deceits  of  sin  and  the 
ensnaring  influence  of  temporal  things.  "AVherefore,  belov- 
ed, seeing  ye  look  for  such  things,  be  diligent  that  ye  may 
be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  spot,  and  blameless." 

And  do  not  the  same  things  await  us,  my  hearers?  And 
do  not  some  of  us  at  least  say  in  words,  that  we  look  for 
them?  To  deepen  the  impression,  then,  upon  all  our  hearts, 
let  us, 

FiKST,  inquire  into  the  jnirticular  events  which  occupy  the 
thoughts  of  the  people  of  God,  that  is,  of  all  true  Christians. 
Six'oNDLY,  into  the  effect  of  such  necessary  though  often- 
times alarming  and  painful  meditations;  and,  then, 
Conclude,  with  a  practical  application  of  the  subject. 
I.  First,  to  inquire  into  the  particular  events  which  occu- 
py the  thoughts  of  all  true  Christians. 

First,  then,  they  are  looking  for  death;  they  expect  it;  they 
know  it  must  come.  In  this  they  differ  from  the  people  of 
the  world.  Both,  to  be  sure,  are  equally  certain  of  death, 
but  one  entertains  it  as  a  certainty  which  is  to  be  desired; 
the  other,  which  is  to  be  feared.  Both,  indeed,  feel  and  own 
the  natural  reluctance  to  part  with  life,  and  even  with  its 
miseries;  but  in  the  one,  the  reluctance  is  overcome,  even  in 
the  most  timid,  by  the  power  of  faith  in  the  promises  of  God, 
certified  and  sealed  in  the  resurrection  of  Cheist;  while  in 
the  other  it  is  increased  by  these  very  considerations,  deep- 
ening the  certainty  of  the  awful  consequences  which  will 
follow  after  death.  However  a  man  may  live  in  unbelief, 
and  bid  defiance  to  all  the  sanctions  of  religion  and  the  dic- 
tates of  reason,  he  cannot  die  an  infidel.  In  that  hour  of 
truth  and  reality,  there  is  no  sporting  with  eternity,  it  has 
him  by  the  hand,  nor  can  all  the  sophisms  of  infidelity  re- 
move its  never  ending  grasp. 

Bv  looking  to  this  appointed  end  the  Christian  becomes 
familiar  with  it.     Often  does  he,  in  thought,  bring  it  all  be- 
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fore  liim,  and  acts  over  his  death  as  a  scene  through  which 
he  must  pass;  often  is  it  so  realized  in  the  deep  abstraction 
of  his  spirit,  as  hardly  to  he  distinguished  from  the  reality, 
until  the  mind  reacts  and  returns  him  once  more  to  the 
shadows  of  time — for  such,  indeed,  they  are,  and  never  more 
truly  considered  as  such  than  when  coming  back  from  such 
a  contemplation.  I  know  not,  my  brethren,  that  this  was 
exactly  St.  Paul's  meaning  when  he  said  to  the  Corinthians, 
''I  protest  b}''  your  rejoicing  which  I  have  in  Ciikist  Jesus 
our  Lord,  I  die  daily."  But  every  true  Christian  must,  more 
or  less,  have  met  the  hour  of  his  death  in  those  solemn  med- 
itations which  bring  near  the  end  of  his  faith  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  hope  of  immortality. 

Being  thus  familiar  with  it,  he  prepares  for  it  as  for  a  ne- 
cessary journey — he  lays  in  those  supplies,  and  provides  those 
accommodations,  which  will  enable  liim  to  pass  through  its 
dark  valley  with  liglit  and  safety.  His  lamp  lighted  up  at 
the  promises  of  God's  faithful  word,  shows  him  his  Redeem- 
er's footsteps,  and  guides  him  through  its  gloomy  shadow  to 
the  bright  uncreated  light  of  his  Father's  presence.  "The 
LoKD  is  his  shepherd,  and  is  with  him;  therefore,  he  fears  no 
evil." 

In  the  serious  contemplation  of  death,  the  Christian  learns 
the  true  estinuitc  of  temporal  things.  lie,  therefore,  holds 
them  as  accommodations  of  God's  goodness  to  our  present 
condition,  and  is  thankful  for  his  share  of  them.  As  they 
are  to  be  accounted  for  as  his  Master's  goods,  he  strives  to 
be  faithful  in  the  management  and  diligent  in  the  improve- 
ment of  them.  He,  therefore,  "so  uses  the  woi'ld  as  not 
abusing  it;"  neither  wasting  it  in  reveling  and  dissipation, 
nor  hoarding  in  anxious  distrust  or  idolatrous  love,  but  ac- 
cording to  ability  and  op})ortunity  he  gives  his  Lord's  money 
to  the  exchangers  in  the  persons  of  the  necessitous  and  suf- 
fering, "thus  laying  up  a  good  foundation  against  the  time 
to  come,  that  he  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  life." 

Above  all,  in  the  certainty  of  the  event  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  time,  seriously  considered,  the  Christian  learns 
that  he  "has  here  no  continuing  city."  He  therefore,  con- 
eiders  himself  as  a  stranger  and  a  pilgrim  upon  earth,  and  is 
liastening  liis  return  to  another  and  a  better  country.     His 
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thonglits  are  at  Jiis  home,  with  its  loved  society,  its  unspeak- 
able eujuyinents,  its  everlasting  reward.  In  all  that  God 
hath  done  for  him  and  wrought  in  him  here,  he  hath  a  fore- 
taste of  the  greater  and  Letter  things  which  shall  be  conferred 
on  him  there.  In  the  love  of  God  in  Cukist  Jesus  he  reali- 
zes the  pledge  of  all  needed  mercy.  In  the  cross  of  Chkist, 
he  sees  justice  satisfied,  sin  atoned  for,  and  God  reconciled. 
In  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  he  sees  death  vanquished  and 
"life  and  immortality  brought  to  light."  Thus  delivered 
from  the  bondage  created  by  the  fear  of  death,  he  meets  his 
last  enemy  without  dismay,  and  asks  him,  "O  death!  where 
is  thy  sting?     O  grave!  where  is  thy  victory?" 

Secondly,  as  the  Christian  is  looking  for  death,  it  is  be- 
cause this  is  to  him  the  commencement  of  another  life.  He 
is,  therefore,  looking  for  what  must  follow  it,  which  St.  Peter 
here  calls  "the  coming  of  the  day  of  God." 

This  is  the  day  which  shall  finally  determine  the  everlast- 
ing condition  of  men  and  angels  for  happiness  or  misery.  It 
is,  therefore,  called  the  "day  of  God" — "the  great  and  terri- 
ble day  of  the  Lord" — "the  day  of  God's  vengeance;"  because 
on  that  day  the  Almighty  will  vindicate  the  equity  of  all  his 
ways  and  dealings  Avith  his  creatures — because  he  will  then 
"convince  the  ungodly  of  all  their  ungodly  deeds  which  they 
have  ungodly  connnitted,"  and  of  all  their  hard  speeches 
which  ungodly  sinners  have  spoken  against  him;  and  because 
on  that  day  he  will  execute  his  righteous  vengeance  in  the 
perdition  of  ungodly  men. 

It  is  also  called  the  last  day,  because  it  will  be  the  last  in 
which  time  will  be  measured  by  the  revolution  of  the  hea- 
venly bodies.  As  the  evening  and  the  morning  Avere  the 
first  day  at  the  creation,  so,  in  like  manner,  will  the  evening 
and  the  niorniug  of  this  day  be  the  last  at  the  close  of  this 
world,  and  will  usher  in  eternity.  Then  shall  the  sun  set  in 
darkness  and  the  moon  withdraw  her  light,  the  stars  shall 
fall  from  heaven,  and  the  heavens  themselves  being  on  fire 
shall  be  dissolved. 

It  is,  moreover,  called  the  day  of  judgment,  because  "God 
will  then  judge  the  world  in  righteousness  by  that  Man  whom 
he  hath  ordained,  whereof  he  hath  given  assurance  to  all 
men  in  that  he  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead." 
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To  this  day  the  Christian  knows  that  he  must  come;  it  is, 
therefore,  much  in  his  thoughts.  The  awful  business  then  to 
be  transacted,  the  infinite  consequences  then  to  follow,  enter 
into  his  constant  meditations.  They  are,  indeed,  solemn  and 
heart-sinking  subjects;  but  to  the  believer,  the  awe  belonging 
to  them  is  mixed  up  with  a  good  hope,  a  joyful  assurance, 
yea,  in  some,  with  a  longing  desire  to  come  to  it.  "I  know 
in  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  persuaded  that  he  is  able 
to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto  him  against  that 
day."  The  power  and  grace  of  his  Redeemer  enable  the 
Christian  to  contemplate  even  the  terrors  of  the  Lokd  in  that 
day,  without  sinking  under  them.  His  power  is  almighty, 
his  love  is  stronger  than  death,  "and  he  is  able  to  save  to  the 
uttermost  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him." 

Thirdly,  as  death  and  judgment  enter  much  into  the  medi- 
tations of  the  Christian,  they  necessarily  lead  him  to  the  last 
particular  to  which  he  looks,  and  that  is,  "the  rest  which  re- 
maineth  for  the  people  of  God." 

This  is  that  recompense  of  reward  to  which  he  is  taught  to 
look,  in  expectation  of  whicii  he  is  encouraged  to  persevere, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  there  will  be  no  limit.  Im- 
agination, indeed,  cannot  measure  it,  nor  language  express 
it,  yet  it  is  securely  laid  up  for  those  who  seek  it;  it  is  rest 
with  God — it  is  "a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens."  It  is  "a  crown  of  glory  which  the  Lord,  the 
righteous  Judge,  shall  give  to  all  them  that  love  his  appear- 
ing." It  is  "an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that 
fadeth  not  away." 

11.  Secondly,  let  us  inquire  into  the  eflPect  of  such  neces- 
sary, though  oftentimes  alarming  and  painful,  meditations. 

I  know  of  nothing,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  so  over- 
whelming to  tiie  mind  of  man,  as  the  first  discovery  made  to 
the  sinner  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  he  is  exposed,  tiirough 
death,  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God.  There  is  a  quality 
in  this  perception  of  divine  things  which  cannot  be  described; 
it  must  be  felt,  and  all  who  have  experienced  it,  and  now 
hear  me,  know  that  it  is  so.  But  it  does  not  follow,  as  some 
very  injuriously  assert,  that  none  have  good  ground  to  trust 
to,  in  their  conversion  to  God,  but  such  as  have  been  extra- 
ordinarily awakened  and  turned  round  from  sin;  and  I  am 
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inclined  to  think  that  great  injury  has  been  done  to  the  cause 
of  religion  by  this  erroneous  view  of  the  doctrine  of  conver- 
sion, because  its  tendency  has  been  to  cause  men  rather  to 
look  for  the  extraordinary  than  to  use  diligently  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace  to  this  end.  Now  these  ordinary  means  are 
the  serious  consideration,  and  the  faithful  application,  of  what 
God  hath  revealed  for  our  information,  and  commanded  for 
our  observance.  And  we  have  but  to  ask  ourselves,  my 
friends,  what  we  might  reasonably  expect  from  the  discove- 
ries of  revelation  honestly  considered,  to  form  some  estimate 
of  the  great  injury  arising  from  this  neglect.  Let  us  but  ask 
ourselves,  my  brethren,  to  what  end  God  hath  spoken,  unless 
to  infurm  his  creatures?  To  what  end  hath  he  commanded, 
unless  to  require  our  obedience?  And  why  are  means  pro- 
vided, but  that  we  should  use  them?  On  any  other  principle, 
the  great  superstructure  of  revelation  is  a  nullity. 

With  this  fixed  in  the  mind,  we  may  form  some  judgment 
of  the  effect  which  M'ould  be  produced  on  the  conscience  of 
an   out-breaking  sinner,  by  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
consequences  of  death  and  judgment  to  himself,  as  set  forth 
in  the  word  of  God.     Can  he  entertain  such  meditations 
seriously,  and  yet  retain  his  sins?     Can  he  view  himself  as 
hourly  exposed  to  eternal  death,  without  alarm,  without  some 
attempt  to  escape  from  horrors  which  cannot  be  uttered? 
Can  he  see  such  a  rich  provision  made  for  his  recovery,  par- 
don, and  salvation,  as  the  gospel  is  filled  with,  and  not  be 
drawn  to  make  an  efibrt  to  attain  it?     I  hardly  can  think  it. 
We  are  none  of  us  so  hardy  as  to  prefer,  seriously,  perdition 
to  salvation.     I  know  there  are  thousands  who  have  heard 
all  these  things,  and  are  yet  unaffected  by  them;  but  I  also 
know  that  they  have  never  formed  the  subject-matter  of  one 
hour's  serious  meditation,  never  have  yet  been  formed  into 
prayer,  and  therefore  it  is,  that  they  are  without  eff'ect.   The 
word  of  God  has  not  lost  its  quality  of  being  "quick  and 
po\\erful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword."    The 
means  of  grace  have  not  lost  their  efficacy,  nor  has  God  with- 
drawn his  promise  to  bless  them  in  the  use.     But  men  have 
found  out  the  fashion  of  doing  without  them,  and  vainly  ex- 
pect to  obtain  the  end  without  the  means.     But  until  they 
obtain  a  crop  without  waiting  and  working  for  it,  the  expec- 
tation is  equally  vain  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
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As,  therefore,  it  must  be  evident  that  the  effect  would  be 
favorable  to  all  descrijjtions  of  men,  did  the}''  but  allow  their 
thoughts  to  dwell  with  seriousness  on  the  high  interests  of 
eternity,  as  revealed  in  the  M^ord  of  God,  I  would  press  ui^on 
all  who  have  hitherto  been  negligent  in  this  behalf,  to  ask 
themselves  where  it  must  end,  and  to  reflect  how  every  way 
inexcusable  it  is,  in  a  rational  being,  to  risk  the  sanctions  of 
the  gospel  upon  any  other  ground  than  a  sincere  and  perse- 
vering effort  to  obtain  its  grace  and  secure  its  hope.  Where 
this  endeavor  has  been  made  and  failed,  then  may  its  efficacy 
be  doubted,  and  its  use  superseded;  but  not  till  then.  In 
other  words,  when  God  is  found  forgetful  of  his  promise  to 
the  striving  soul,  then  may  men  be  excused  for  turning  away 
from  the  awakening  truths  of  death  and  judgment,  and  for 
the  neglect  of  those  means  of  grace  which  are  provided  to 
give  us  the  victory  over  death  and  a  crown  of  eternal  life. 

Essential,  my  brethren,  as  the  entertainment  of  these  solemn 
truths  is  to  our  entrance  upon  religion  at  all;  to  our  continu- 
ance in  the  strait  and  narrow  way  they  are  indispensable. 

To  counteract  the  ensnaring  influence  of  the  world  and  its 
deceits,  encountering  us  at  every  stage  and  step  of  our  jour- 
ney, the  faith  of  eternal  things  is  alone  competent.  "This  is 
the  victory  which  overcometh  the  world,  even  our  ftiith." 
But  faith  will  flag,  will  falter,  will  die  away  if  not  kept  in 
continual  exercise.  "Forgetting  the  things  that  are  behind, 
and  reaching  forth  unto  the  things  which  are  before,  I  press 
towards  the  mark,"  says  St.  Paul.  In  like  manner  let  every 
Christian  keep  constantly  before  him  the  things  which  are 
not  seen — which  are  above,  where  Chkist  ever  liveth  at  the 
right  hand  of  God.  The  same  are  the  only  effectual  means 
to  obtain  the  victory  over  ourselves  and  all  other  enemies. 
To  be  looking  for  the  day  of  God;  to  step  out  of  the  body,  as 
it  were,  and  contemplate  a  burning  world  and  blazing  hea- 
vens; to  see  a  new  creation  come  forward,  at  the  command 
of  God,  in  which  nothing  sinful  or  unclean  shall  have  place; 
to  behold  a  lake  of  fire,  in  which  all  wickedness  shall  be  con- 
fined in  darkness  and  misery  for  ever,  and  to  realize,  that  in 
one  or  the  other  of  these  must  be  his  portion,  quickens  the 
Christian  to  make  his  calling  and  election  sure.  Tlius  the 
saints  of  old  exercised  themselves,  my  brethren,     "Where- 
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fore,  beloved,  seeing  ye  also  look  for  such  things,  be  diligent, 
that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  spot,  and 
blameless." 

I  will  now  conclude  with  some  practical  reflections,  as  an 
application  of  the  subject. 

And  is  it  so,  my  dear  hearers,  that  in  the  midst  of  life  we 
are  in  death,  that  death  consigns  us  to  judgment,  and  judg- 
ment to  heaven  or  to  hell  for  ever?  Are  we  all  certain  that 
a  few  years  more  will  be  the  utmost  extent  of  the  longest 
life  among  us,  and  are  we  all  uncertain  whether  the  next 
day,  or  even  hour,  may  not  close  our  account,  and  transmit 
us  to  the  judgment?  Are  there  no  instances  of  sudden  death 
in  our  memories,  or  have  we  an  exemption  from  such  a  call? 
Can  each  of  us  call  to  mind  some  relation,  friend,  or  neigh- 
bor, who  not  long  since  was  with  us,  but  is  now  in  the  world 
of  spirits?  JIow,  then,  ought  such  considerations  to  affect  us. 
O  look  forward  to  that  hour,  and  think,  would  you  nut  wish 
to  be  ready?  "Would  you  then  wish  to  look  back  on  a  life 
spent  in  vice  and  dissipation,  in  neglect  of  God  and  your 
soul?  Would  you  then  desire  to  find  God  not  reconciled, 
your  sins  unpardoned,  no  Saviour  sought  unto?  Yet  what 
but  this  can  be  expected  by  all  who  neglect  the  gospel?  "O 
that  you  were  wise,  that  you  understood  this,  that  you  would 
consider  your  latter  end!" 

Again,  the  day  of  God  is  drawing  nearer  and  nearer,  when 
the  voice  of  the  archangel  and  the  trump  of  God  shall  call 
the  dust  of  the  earth  to  judgment.  And  must  we  all  be  there 
before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  dear  friends,  young  and 
old,  rich  and  poor,  bond  and  free,  with  no  distinction  but 
from  our  lives?  Yes,  we  must  all  meet  there,  and  receive 
according  to  the  deeds  done  in  this  body.  How,  then,  would 
we  wish  to  be  found  of  him  in  tljat  day?  In  peace  or  at  war? 
O  remember,  my  dear  hearers,  that  there  is  no  neutral  ground 
there:  if  we  are  not  at  peace  with  Gon,  and  that  peace  ratir 
fied  here  on  earth,  we  are  at  war,  and  must  be  treated  as 
enemies.  And  remember  that  no  sinner  ever  found  peace 
with  God  but  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  accepted  as  he 
is  offered  in  the  gospel,  and  received  by  faith.  And  where 
would  you  wish  to  be  placed  on  that  awful  day?  on  the  right 
hand  or  on  the  left?     With  what  sentence  to  be  greeted  by 
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your  Judge?  "Depart  from  me  je  cursed,"  or,  "Come  ye  bless- 
ed?" Yet  we  shall  all  hear  these  mighty  words,  and  feel  the 
effect  of  them  for  ever.  No  repentance  will  then  avail;  no 
prayer  will  then  he  heard.  "Now  is  the  accepted  time,  now 
is  the  day  of  salvation."  "To-day,  then,  if  you  will  hear  his 
voice,  harden  not  your  hearts."  Listen  to  the  truth  that  would 
save  you.  Flee  to  the  mercy  that  is  not  yet  shut  against 
your  prayers.  Entertain  the  solemn  meditations  of  eternity, 
and  learn  that  you  are  immortal,  through  mortality. 

Lastly,  a  blessed,  joyful,  and  glorious  eternity  with  God  in 
heaven,  or  a  cursed,  despairing,  and  everlasting  perdition 
with  devils  and  damned  spirits  in  the  torments  of  hell,  await 
us  all.  What  say  we,  then,  to  these  things,  my  hearers? 
Have  you  a  choice,  a  preference,  and  what  is  it?  Have  you 
asked  yourselves  the  question?  Have  you  considered  it? 
Have  you  counted  up  what  it  is  to  be  happy  or  miserable 
for  ever?  Or  have  you  postponed  it,  as  something  at  a  great 
distance,  and  that  does  not  concern  you  in  the  days  while 
you  can  indulge  in  the  propensities  of  the  flesh,  in  the  vani- 
ties of  the  world?  "Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youth, 
and  walk  in  the  sight  of  thine  eyes,  and  desires  of  thine  heart. 
But  know,  that  for  all  these  things  God  will  call  thee  into 
judgment."  Or  have  you  settled  it  upon  the  inlidel  princi- 
ple, that  God  is  too  merciful  to  punish  men  forever?  Lideed, 
and  how  know  you  that?  See  you  no  punishment,  no  misery 
here,  none  that  endures  throughout  the  period  of  human  life, 
and,  therefore,  may  just  as  reasonably  endure  through  another 
and  an  eternal  existence?  Oh!  at  what  a  tremendous  risk 
will  men  try  to  be  wise  above  what  is  written,  and  harden 
their  hearts  against  the  awful  events  of  death,  judgment, 
eternity,  the  wrath  of  God  omnipotent,  the  irreversible  sen- 
tence, the  bottomless  i)it,  the  lake  of  fire,  the  miseries  of  the 
damned!  O,  my  dear  hearers,  let  God  be  true,  and  every 
man  a  liar  who  would  gainsay  his  word,  his  faithful,  warning 
word,  which  declares — whatever  the  wicked  may  say  and 
liope  to  the  contrary' — that  impenitent  siimers  shall  have 
"their  portion  where  the  worm  never  dies,  and  the  lire  never 
shall  be  quenched." 

Seeing,  then,  my  Christian  brethren,  that  v:e  look  for  such 
things,  that  they  are  most  surely  believed  by  us,  "What  man- 
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mer  of  pei'sons  ought  "\ve  to  be  in  all  lioly  conversation  and 
godliness?"  How  ought  our  deportment  in  the  world  to  indi- 
cate that  we  are  not  of  the  world?  Alas!  alas!  because  the 
love  of  many  waxes  cold,  iniquity  abounds!  Let  these  so- 
lemn truths,  then,  bring  us  back  to  what  we  should  be.  Let 
us  dwell  upon  them,  and  realize  them,  and  act  for  our  eter- 
nal interests  with  at  least  as  much  zeal  and  industry  as  we 
do  for  our  eaithly  accommodations,  prohts  and  pleasures. 
Let  not  the  name  of  God  be  profaned  through  our  lukewarm- 
iiess,  coldness,  and  deadncss  in  our  religious  profession.  The 
veriest  sinner  in  the  world  knows  how  we  ought  to  be  affect- 
ed, and  to  walk  in  life,  under  the  professed  belief  of  the  gos- 
])el.  "When,  therefore,  he  sees  professing  Christians,  under 
the  declared  expectation  of  heaven  or  hell,  according  to  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body,  walking  according  to  the  course  of 
this  world,  he  is  not  only  fortified  in  unbelief,  but  filled  with 
contempt  for  religion.  Let  this  reproach,  then,  be  put  away 
from  us,  my  brethren.  "Yet  a  little  while  and  he  that  shall 
come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry."  Let  us,  then,  prepare 
to  meet  our  God,  that  when  he  shall  appear,  we  may  be  foimd 
of  him  in  peace,  without  spot,  and  blameless. 


[Vol.  2,— *22.] 


SERMOISr   XXYIII. 


TUE  LOVE  OF  THE  AVOKLD  INCOMPATIBLE  WITII  THE  LOVE  OF  GOD. 


1  John  ii.  15. 

Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world.  If  any 
man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him. 

Amidst  the  various  temptations  wliicli  surround  us,  my 
brethren,  some  are  more  immediate  and  more  powerful  than 
otliers,  not  only  in  themselves,  but  also  in  the  depraved  af- 
fections of  our  corrupt  hearts.  Of  those  temptations,  that 
which  in  Scripture  language  is  called  the  world,  appears  to 
possess  the  greatest  as  well  as  the  most  general  influence  over 
mankind.  Hence  the  frequency  and  earnestness  with  which 
the  counsel  and  warning  of  God's  most  holy  word  is  directed 
to  this  point;  and  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  undue 
preference  of,  and  over  engagement  with,  its  business  or  its 
l)leasures,  is  exhibited  under  the  strikiug  contrast  of  things 
which,  from  their  very  nature,  must  perish  and  come  to  ah 
end,  and  of  things  equally,  indeed  more  certainly,  attainable 
by  us,  which  shall  endure  and  continue  for  ever. 

Among  those  warnings  ray  text  holds  a  very  consj^icuous 
place.  And  as  it  presents  to  our  consideration  the  solemn 
obligation  to  renounce  and  overcome  the  world,  and  to  sepa- 
rate themselves  from  its  unhallowed  pursuits,  which  all  bap- 
tized persons  have  come  under,  and  all  professing  Christians 
have  repeatedly  renewed,  and  we  are  this  day  once  more  to 
renew  in  the  most  solemn  manner  in  the  sacrament  of  the 
death  of  Christ,  I  trust  it  will  be  a  profitable  imjjrovement 
of  the  occasion,  to  lay  before  you  such  a  plain  but  necessarily 
brief  exposition  of  this  unpalatable  but  vital  subject,  as  shall, 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  fasten  upon  the  consciences  of  pro- 
fessing Christians  their  indisj)ensable  duty,  and  awaken  un- 
l)elievers  to  the  dangerous  and  unprofitable  nature  of  those 
]>ursuits  whose  certain  and  declared  end  is  irretrievable  per- 
dition. 

With  this  view,  I  shall, 
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FmsT,  inquire  what  is  to  be  understood  by  tbe  word  world, 
as  here  used. 

Secois'dly,  I  will  endeavor  to  point  out  wliat  kind  of  con- 
duct exhibits  that  "love  of  the  world,"  and  of  "the  things  that 
are  in  it,"  which  my  text  declares  to  be  incompatible  with 
sincerity  of  religious  profession,  here  expressed  by  "the  love 
of  the  Father." 

Thirdly,  I  will  conclude  with  some  considerations  calcu- 
lated to  enforce  the  exhortation  of  my  text  upon  the  commu- 
nicants of  the  Church. 

"Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the 
world.  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is 
not  in  him." 

I.  First,  I  am  to  inquire  what  is  to  be  understood  by  the 
word  world,  as  here  used. 

That  the  word  world  is  applied  in  various  senses  in  the 
Scriptures,  must  be  evident  to  all  who  have  any  acquaintance 
with  the  contents  of  the  sacred  volume.     Sometimes  it  signi- 
fies the  frame  of  the  material  world,  or  visible  creation,  as  in 
the  24th  Psalm — "The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness 
thereof;  the  world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein."  Sometimes 
it  is  used  to  denote  the  race  of  mankind  in  general,  as  in  the 
3d  chapter  of  St.  John's  Gospel — "God  so  loved  the  world" 
as  to  send  his  Son  to  save  it.     Li  other  instances,  the  Avicked 
and  ungodly  are  called  the  woi'ld,  as  in  our  Lord's  discourse 
with  his  twelve  disciples  before  his  Passion,  in  the  15tli  chap- 
ter of  the  same  Gospel — "If  ye  were  of  the  w^orld,  the  world 
would  lovQ  his  own;  but  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but 
I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  ha- 
teth  you."     In  other  places  it  is  ap])lied  to  the  pursuits  and 
occupations  of  men  in  the  present  life,  whether  innocent  or 
criminal,  but  chiefly  the  latter,  as  in  the  words  of  my  text — 
"Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the 
world,"  and  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans — '"Be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world." 

The  proper  meaning  of  the  word  in  any  particular  place, 
therefore,  must  be  determined  by  the  context;  and  applying 
tliis  rule  to  the  word  world,  as  used  in  the  text,  and  in  the 
chapter  from  which  the  text  is  taken,  it  is  plain  that  Chris- 
tians arc  exhorted  against  allowing  their  desires  and  aflec- 


INCOMPATIBLE   Wmi  THE   LOVE   OF   GOD.  333 

tions  to  l^ecomc  entangled,  and  their  exertions  over-engaged, 
\vitli  the  things  that  are  in  the  workl.  And  wliat  those  things 
are  M-hich  are  tlius  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  soul,  the 
inspired  apostle  enumerates  under  the  threefold  description 
of  "the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of 
life." 

The  practical  meaning  of  the  word  world,  then,  as  here 
used,  must  be  understood  of  those  visible  and  sensible  things 
which  form,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  the  objects  of  our  de- 
sire and  pursuit,  and  the  subjects  of  our  trial  and  probation. 
Many  of  these  are  indis])ensable  to  our  subsistence,  as  the 
necessary  occupations  and  business  of  the  present  life,  where- 
by alone  those  blessings  and  comforts,  which  the  entrance  of 
sin  into  the  world  banished  from  the  spontaneous  produc- 
tions of  the  earth,  are  to  be  obtained.  Some  are  objects  of 
ilcsire,  and  stimulate  to  industry  by  the  gratification  and  en- 
joyment which  they  yield  or  serve  to  procure.  Others  are 
rendered  necessary  by  the  condition  of  the  world — as  the 
honors  and  emoluments  of  those  offices  of  power  and  trust 
Avheruby  civil  government  is  conducted.  And  all  of  them 
are  in  themselves  good,  as  serving  to  maintain  the  state  of 
the  world;  perfectly  consistent  with  the  religious  duties  of 
redeemed  sinners  in  their  engagement  with  them,  yet  capa- 
l)le  of  being  perverted,  and  of  becouiing  the  fruitful  occasion 
of  sin  and  condemnation,  by  the  abuse. 

In  the  combined  influence  of  these  indispensable,  desira- 
ble, and  necessary  things,  we  learn,  my  brethren,  what  that 
world  is,  against  the  love  of  which  we  are  so  earnestly  warned, 
and  exhorted.  And  as  they  are  objects  of  desire  and  attain- 
ment to  all,  they  form  a  just  measure  of  moral  condition  in 
the  sight  of  God — according  to  the  preference  given  to  them, 
to  the  means  used  to  obtain  them,  and  to  the  application 
made  of  them  when  obtained. 

n.  Secondly,  I  am  to  point  out  what  kind  of  conduct  ex- 
hibits that  love  of  the  world  and  of  the  things  that  ai'e  in  it, 
which  my  text  declares  to  be  incompatible  with  sincerity  of 
religious  profession  here,  expressed  by  "the  love  of  the  Fa- 
ther." 

If  we  bear  in  mind,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  to  what  de- 
scription of  persons  this  and  the  other  epistles  of  the  apostles 
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of  Christ  were  addressed,  it  will  present  two  points  of  dis- 
crimination in  moral  condition,  of  very  awakeniiig  interest 
to  the  two  classes  into  which  the  world  called  Christian  is 
divided,  and  very  helpful  to  a  right  nnderstanding  and  safe 
application  of  this  part  of  my  subject,  and  of  the  contents  of 
the  epistles  generally. 

Now  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  epistles 
were  addressed  exclusively  to  believers  in  Christ,  whose 
faith  in  him  was  publicly  professed;  who  wei'e  taken  into 
union  with  Christ  by  the  sacrament  of  baptism;  constituted 
thereby  members  of  his  body,  the  Churcli;  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  of  the  household  of  faith,  in  the  sacrament  of  his 
death,  in  the  sanctifying  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
in  the  precious  promises  of  Almighty  God,  made  to  them  in 
Christ.  This  being  undeniably  the  case,  the  two  points  of 
discrimination  in  moral  condition  presented  to  our  consider- 
ation, are  tlie  following: 

First,  that  none  were  considered  in  union  with  Christ,  and 
entitled  to  the  promises  of  the  gospel,  but  those  only  who 
were  in  open  communion  with  the  visible  Church,  and  with 
the  apostles  as  the  representatives  of  Christ  upon  eai'th — 
there  not  being  a  sin^'le  instance  in  the  whole  New  Testa- 
ment,  of  any  who  were  accounted  and  acknowledged  as  be- 
lievers in  Christ,  after  the  day  of  Pentecost,  but  such  only  as 
followed  up  their  baptismal  profession  by  continuing  "stead- 
fast in  the  apostles'  doctrine  and  fellowsliip,  and  in  breaking 
of  bread,  and  in  prayers." 

Secondly,  the  exhortations  to  watchfulness  against  sin  in 
general,  and  against  particular  temptations  to  sin,  and  the 
warnings  so  frequently  repeated,  that  the  promises  and  privi- 
leges of  the  gospel  would  all  be  forfeited  by  remissness  in 
their  duty,  and  disregard  of  the  obligations  entered  into  at 
their  baptism — being  addressed  exclusively  to  Christians,  is 
conclusive  testimony  against  all  absolute  and  unconditional 
doctrine  in  the  religion  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
strongest  conceivable  argument  that  Christians,  as  such, 
should  "give  all  diligence  to  make  their  calling  and  election 
sure,  lest  they  fail  of  the  grace  of  God." 

The  inquiry,  then,  being  into  a  particular  course  of  con- 
duct, by  a  particular  class  of  persons,  under  special  and  de- 
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clared  obligations,  it  will  be  the  more  easy  for  me  to  point 
out,  and  for  you  to  apprehend,  whereby  is  exhibited  that 
'love  of  the  world  and  of  the  things  that  are  in  it,  which  is  in- 
compatible with  the  profession  of  a  Christian.  And,  as  our 
engagement  with  the  world  is  comprehended  under  the  two 
beads  of  its  business  and  its  pleasures,  I  shall  confine  myself 
to  them,  as  presenting  the  most  profitable,  because  the  most 
'necessary,  application  of  my  text. 

First,  then,  as  respects  our  worldly  business. 

Christians,  having  the  same  wants  with  other  men,  are 
-obliged  to  resort  to  some  active  means  to  supply  them.  In- 
deed, the  first  penalt}--  imj^osed  upon  man  after  he  became 
mortal,  was  labor — "In  tlie  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat 
bread,  until  thou  return  unto  the  ground."  And  in  some  M'av, 
though  in  very  various  manners  and  degrees,  all  have  to  sub- 
mit to  this  universal  law.  But  if  the  necessary  business  of 
life  is  pursued  by  the  believer  with  the  same  views  and  to  the 
same  ends  as  by  the  unbeliever;  if  he  give  way  to  the  temp- 
tations of  gain,  or  of  ambition,  or  of  voluptuousness,  and  suf- 
fer his  affections  to  become  bound  down  to  the  things  that 
are  in  the  world,  however  lawful  in  themselves;  if  they  are 
sought  after  for  their  own  sake,  or  relied  upon  with  unlial- 
lowed  dependence;  above  all,  if  his  worldly  business  is  al- 
lowed to  interfere  with  or  to  supersede  the  care  of  his  soul,  as 
he  differs  in  nothing  but  the  name  and  mere  outward  profes- 
sion from  the  men  of  the  world,  who  have  their  portion  in 
this  life — he  is  classed  with  them  by  that  righteous  Judo-e 
who  searcheth  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men,  and  deter- 
mines the  moral  condition  of  his  creatures,  not  by  their  pro- 
fessions, but  by  tlie  motives  and  ends  which  actuate  and 
govern  their  conduct. 

To  fallen  beings,  whose  hearts  are  corrupt,  whose  affec- 
tions are  estranged  from  God.  in  whom  flesh  and  sense  pre- 
dominate, who  by  faith  only  can  pass  beyond  the  boundarv 
of  tlie  present  life,  and  who  can  arrive  at  faith  and  hope  to- 
wards God  no  otherwise  than  by  the  preventing  grace  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  danger  is  imminent,  that  in  the  pursuits 
•and  occupations  of  time,  eternity  should  be  overlooked.  Hence 
the  deep  interest  manifested  by  our  Lokd  himself,  and  bv  his 
•iaspired  apostles,  that  all  wlio  profess  and  call  themselves 
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Christians,  should  be  constantly  on  their  guard  against  the 
seducing  influence  of  temporal  condition  in  the  temptations- 
presented  by  the  necessary  business  of  life,  and  by  the  still 
more  insidious  and  encroaching  operation  of  the  riches,  hon- 
ors, and  pleasures  of  the  world;  and  hence  the  plain,  earnest, 
and  repeated  warnings  in  the  word  of  God,  against  the  dan- 
ger, both  direct  and  indirect,  arising  from  this  cause. 

As  "a  man's  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the 
things  which  he  possesseth,"  our  blessed  Loed  thence  derives 
the  various  cautions  which  are  recorded  for  our  learning: — ■ 
"Take  heed,  and  beware  of  covetousness;"  "Take  heed  to 
yourselves,  lest  at  any  time  your  hearts  be  overcharged  with 
surfeiting,  and  drunkenness,  and  cares  of  this  life;"  "What 
is  a  man  profited  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose 
his  own  soul?"  "How  hardly  shall  they  that  have  riches  en- 
ter into  the  kingdom  of  God!  It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  God."  "And  I  say  unto  you,  make  to  your- 
selves friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness;  for,  if  ye 
have  not  been  faithful  in  the  unrighteous  mammon,  who  will 
commit  to  your  trust  the  true  riches?" 

St.  Paul's  testimony  to  the  danger,  to  Christians,  from  the 
temptations  incident  to  the  business  of  the  world,  is  equally 
clear  and  direct,  "Tlie  love  of  money,"  says  he,  "is  the  root 
of  all  evil."  "They  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  temptation  and 
a  snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts  which  drown 
men  in  destruction  and  perdition."  Hence,  this  apostle 
classes  covetousness  with  idolatry,  and  includes  it  among 
those  sins  which  exclude  men  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
"For  this  ye  know,"  says  he,  writing  to  the  Ephesians,  "that 
no  whoremonger,  nor  unclean  pei'son,  nor  covetous  man^  who- 
is  an  idolater^  hath  any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ 
and  of  God."  To  the  operation  of  tliis  inordinate  appetite, 
likewise,  he  ascribes  the  difficulties  and  obscurities  charged 
against  the  gospel  by  those  who  for  this  cause  rejected  it. 
"If  our  gospel  be  hid,"  says  he,  that  is,  hard  to  understand,, 
"it  is  hid  through  the  things  which  perish,"  that  is,  the  pro- 
fits and  the  pleasures  of  the  world,  whereby,  that  is,  by  the 
influence  of  which,  "the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the 
minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glori- 
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ous  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  sliould  sliine 
unto  them."  And  hence  his  exhortations  to  the  Churches 
under  his  care — "So  to  use  this  world  as  not  abusing  it."  "To 
be  content  with  such  things  as  they  have."  "To  set  their 
affections  on  things  above,  and  uot  on  things  on  the  earth;'^ 
and,  as  including  all,  "not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world." 

St.  James,  also,  sets  forth  the  obstructions  thrown  in  the 
way  of  religious  attainment,  by  over-engagement  with  the 
things  that  are  iu  the  world,  in  very  strong  language.  "Ye 
lust  and  have  not;  ye  have  not,  because  ye  ask  not;  ye  ask 
and  receive  not,  because  ye  ask  amiss,  that  ye  may  consume 
it  upon  your  lusts.  Ye  adulterers  and  adulteresses,  know  ye 
not  that  the  friendship  of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God? 
Wliosoever,  therefore,  will  be  the  friend  of  the  world  is  the 
enemy  of  God."  And,  in  the  same  earnest  manner,  he  de- 
nounces the  ruinous  consequences  of  "riches  kept  by  the 
ownei'S  thereof  to  their  hurt.  Go  to  now,  ye  rich  men,  weep 
and  howl  for  your  miseries  that  shall  come  upon  you;  your 
riches  are  corrupted,  your  gold  and  silver  is  cankered,  and 
the  rust  of  them  shall  be  a  witness  against  you,  and  shall  eat 
your  flesli  as  it  were  fire." 

And  St.  John  confirms  the  whole  by  declaring,  as  in  the 
words  of  my  text,  tiiat  over-engagement  with  the  business  of 
the  world,  however  lawful  and  necessary  the  business  may 
be,  is  such  evidence  of  a  preference  of  the  world,  as  ranks  its 
unhappy  object  as  the  enemy  of  God — "If  any  man  love  the 
world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him." 

Such  is  the  clear  and  convincing  testimony  of  divine  truth, 
my  brethren,  to  the  danger  arising  from  our  necessary  con- 
nexion with  the  business  of  tlie  world.  The  principle  is  plain 
and  obvious  to  .every  apprehension,  and  there  can  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  every  man's  so  applying  it  to  his  own  conduct,  in 
connexion  with  the  motives  which  prompt  and  govern  that 
conduct,  as  readily  to  determine  whether  he  is  in  such  wise 
a  lover  of  the  world,  as  that  the  love  of  the  Father  cannot  be 
the  real  temper  of  his  soul.  And  should  any  be  disposed  to 
think  it  a  hard  saying,  and  to  repine  at  so  severe  a  probation, 
let  such  reflect  seriously  on  the  nature  of  moral  conduct,  on 
the  requisites  to  a  state  of  trial,  on  the  objects  to  be  attained 
by  the  self-denial  and  watchfulness  to  be  exercised,  and  on 
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the  means  bestowed  by  a  gracious  God  to  ensure  victory 
to  the  faithful  soldier  of  the  cross  in  this  warfare;  and  all 
such  sinful  repining  must  be  banished  from  the  thoughts,  as 
alike  dishonorable  to  OoD  and  injurious  to  ourfielves.  But, 
more  than  this.  When  it  is  considered  that  what  Christians 
are  warned  against  is  excess  in  the  desire,  and  abuse  in  the 
application,  of  the  things  that  are  in  the  world,  whatever 
would  oppose  itself  to  the  equitj'  of  his  dealing  with  us  in 
this  trial  of  our  faith  and  obedience,  must  stand  condemned 
as  no  less  unreasonable  than  sinful;  and  the  conclusion  be 
universally  admitted,  that  it  is  only  by  the  most  inexcusable 
neglect  of  the  warnings  of  God's  word,  of  the  solemn  obliga- 
tions of  the  baptismal  covenant,  and  of  the  appointed  means 
of  grace,  that  the  world  prevails  against  so  many  immortal 
and  redeemed  souls,  and  robs  them  of  tiieir  salvation,  under 
the  delusive  promises  of  its  most  uncertain  and  most  surely 
perishing  reward. 

Secondly,  as  respects  our  worldly  enjoyments. 

Labor  and  toil,  success  and  disappointment,  suffering  and 
death,  fill  up  the  chequered  scene  of  this  world's  pilgrimage, 
"Great  travail  is  created  for  every  man,  and  an  heavy  yoke 
is  on  the  sons  of  Adam  from  the  day  that  they  go  out  of  their 
mother's  womb,  till  the  day  that  they  return  to  the  mother 
of  all  things."*  Yet  while  this  truth  will  be  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged by  all,  it  would  betray  a  most  ungrateful  and  un- 
thankful spirit  to  overlook  the  many  sources  of  comfort  and 
enjoyment  which  the  love  of  Gou  hath  reserved  to  his  crea- 
tures, out  of  the  wreck  of  that  unmixed  happiness  in  which 
they  were  originally  placed  by  their  Creator.  And  were 
men  but  as  wise  to  discern,  and  as  willing  to  be  instructed, 
wherein  their  true  happiness  consists,  as  the}'  are  eager  to 
pursue  pleasure,  and  careless  to  consider  the  quality  of  the 
delight,  the  moral  condition  of  the  world  would  speedily 
change  sides,  and  the  balance  preponderate  in  favor  of  enjoy- 
ment. For,  "God  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy,"  and 
mercifully  superadds  those  warnings  and  cautions  which  ren- 
der enjoyment  rational,  sure,  and  lasting. 

Man,  then,  is  the  artificer  of  his  own  misery,  and  strange 

*  Eccles.  xl.  1. 
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as  it  may  appear,  he  becomes  such  chiefly  in  the  pureuit  of 
his  happiness.  But,  as  it  is  the  liappiness  of  a  fallen  nature 
wliich  he  pursues,  the  fruit  of  his  labor  is  disappointment. 
The  deluding  phantom  still  flits  before  him,  still  escapes  his 
eager  grasp;  till  exhausted  passions  and  decayed  powers 
yield  to- that  mortal  stroke  which  writes  "vanity  and  vexation 
of  s[)irit"  upon  every  pursuit  unconnected  with  eternity. 

Of  the  things  that  are  in  the  world  which  may  be  classed 
under  the  head  of  enjoyments,  the  same  is  true  as  of  the 
business  of  the  world.  It  is  by  the  quality  of  its  nature,  the 
degree  of  desire  and  pursuit,  and  the  extent  of  its  indulgence, 
that  the  character  of  enjoyment,  and  the  evidence  thereby 
given  of  moral  condition,  is  determined.  "Lovers  of  plea- 
sure more  than  lovers  of  Gou" — however  lawful  and  innocent 
in  themselves  those  pleasures  may  be — give  thereby  as  direct 
evidence  of  the  idolatry  of  the  heart,  of  its  preference  of  the 
creature  to  the  Creator,  as  is  furnished  by  the  lovers  of  all 
evil.  And  as  the  Searcher  of  hearts  will  be  guided  by  this 
rule  in  the  judgment  of  eternity,  it  forms  the  standard  to 
which  the  Christian  must  bring  his  condition,  and  by  which 
he  must  determine  the  allowable  or  forbidden,  the  profitable 
or  injurious,  character  of  his  worldly  enjoyments. 

The  pleasures  of  the  world  which  affect  most  directly  our 
religious  condition,  may  properly  be  reduced  to  these  two; 
the  gratifications  of  sense,  and  the  gratifications  of  vanity. 
The  former  of  these  will  include  the  appetites  and  passions  of 
the  body;  the  latter,  the  appetites  and  passions  of  the  mind. 

First,  then,  of  the  appetites  and  passions  of  the  body,  it 
must  be  evident  that  the  abuse  only  can  be  criminal.  They 
are  necessary  parts  of  the  frame  of  our  being,  and  must  be 
sup])lied  in  their  various  wants  if  we  would  continue  to  exist. 
Hence  inordinate  desire  and  intemperate  indulgence  mark 
that  preference  of  carnal  delights  which  is  utterly  incompat- 
ible with  any  serious  sense  of  religious  obligation;  and,  as  it 
tends  directly  to  destroy  the  body,  to  debase  the  faculties  of 
the  soul,  to  efface  the  image  of  God  stamped  upon  those  fa- 
culties, and  to  degrade  a  rational  being  to  the  level  of  the 
beasts  that  perish,  is  abhorred  of  God. 

Against  this  strong  propensity  and  ever-present  tempta- 
tion, our  blessed  Lokd  directed  his  warning  when  he  said  to 
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his  disciples,  "Take  heed  lest  at  any  time  your  hearts  be 
overcharged  with  surfeiting  and  drunkenness:"  and  the  ex- 
isting state  of  society  demonstrates,  how  thoroughly  sensual 
indulgence  blocks  up  the  avenue  to  spiritual  attainment. 
Against  this  danger,  the  Christian  has  to  arm  himself  with 
the  greater  care,  in  proportion  as  the  morality  of  the  world 
Las  approximated  to  the  standard  of  the  gospel,  and  the  gross- 
ness  and  licentiousness  of  vice  has  been  banished  from  the 
decency  of  civilized  manners.  And  it  is  a  point  of  Christian 
obligation,  which  requires  to  be  the  more  strongly  enforced, 
because  of  the  prevailing  propensity  to  measure  and  compare 
our  moral  condition  rather  with  that  of  those  around  us,  than 
with  the  requirements  of  the  gospel;  and  if  free  from  the  pro- 
fligate debauchery  of  the  dissolute,  to  cherish  a  pharisaical 
righteousness,  and  thank  God  "that  we  are  not  as  other  men. 
are." 

But,  my  brethren,  vice  changes  not  its  character  with  its 
dress.  However  decent  in  its  exterior,  however  I'efined  in 
its  habiliments,  it  is  still  the  dark  and  deformed  thing  which 
is  at  enmity  with  God,  and  excludes  from  his  favor.  Where 
the  heart  is  set  upon  self-indulgence — whether  it  be  the  lust 
of  the  flesh,  or  the  lust  of  the  mind,  with  whatever  decency, 
or  secrecy,  or  profession  of  piety  it  may  be  covered — it  is 
impressed  with  that  preference  of  regard  which  my  text  de- 
clares incompatible  with  the  love  of  God. 

In  the  external  similarity  of  moral  condition  and  conduct 
which  Christian  lands  exhibit,  it  would  be  both  tedious  and 
difficult  so  to  illustrate  the  general  principle  by  particular 
examples  as  to  meet  the  variety  of  cases  to  which  it  applies. 
The  Christian,  however,  tlie  believer  in  God  and  in  Jesus 
Chkist  our  LoKD,  is  furnished  with  eflectual  means  in  the 
knowledge  of  his  own  heart,  and  in  the  counsel  and  example 
of  the  divine  word,  to  determine  the  governing  principle  of 
his  life;  and  he  is  bound  by  the  worth  of  his  soul  to  apply 
them  faithfully.  If  the  love  of  the  Father  rules  his  heart, 
the  apostolic  precept,  "whether  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatso- 
ever ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God,"  will  preside  over  the 
gratifications  he  allows  to  the  appetites  and  passions  of  his 
mortal  nature,  and  will  increase  their  enjoyment  by  heartfelt 
thankfulness  for  the  bounty  which  supplies  the  use,  and  for 
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the  heavenly  grace  which  restrains  from  the  abuse,  of  the 
divine  mercies.  But  where  tlie  love  of  the  world  in  its  sen- 
sual gratifications  prevails  or  predominates,  and  in  propor- 
tion to  the  degree,  there  the  sense  of  God  as  supreme,  of  de- 
pendence upon  him,  and  of  thankfulness  to  him  for  his  good 
creatures,  is  either  "not  in  all  the  thoughts,"  or  the  mere 
transient  scintillation  of  better  principle,  dying  away  under 
the  suffocating  influence  of  those  "fleshl}'  lusts  which  war 
against  the  soul."  And  even  where  doubt  may  be  enter- 
tained as  to  the  governing  principle  of  the  conduct,  where 
fears  may  exist  that  the  love  of  worldly  pleasure  is  stronger 
in  the  heart  than  the  love  of  God,  let  the  Christian,  let  the 
person  who  would  be  a  Christian,  keep  in  mind,  that  self-de- 
nial is  the  strait  and  narrow  way  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and 
that  by  thus  taking  up  the  cross  he  becomes  that  disciple  of 
Chkist,  for  whom  there  is  treasure  laid  up  in  heaven. 

Secondly,  the  gratilications  of  vanity. 

Under  this  denomination  a  class  of  vices  is  included  equal- 
ly destructive  of  and  inconsistent  with  the  religious  principle 
in  the  heart,  and  as  clearly  denoting  its  alienation  from  God, 
as  the  grosser  sins  of  sensual  indulgence.  Of  this,  however, 
it  appears  hard  to  convince  men,  notwithstanding  the  testi- 
mony of  Scripture  and  reason  to  the  fact,  and  of  observation 
and  experience  to  the  eflect.  Hence  it  is  the  more  necessary 
to  point  out  their  danger  in  this  respect  to  professors  of  reli- 
gion— a  danger  greatly  increased  by  the  growing  disregard 
of  those  wise  and  reasonable  distinctions  in  external  deport- 
ment, which  mark  the  separation  of  the  Christian  from  the 
world  during  the  rest  of  the  week  as  well  as  on  the  Lord's  day. 

The  vicious  and  sinful  indulgences  which  come  under  this 
head,  are  such  as  are  connected  with  and  derived  from  what 
St.  John  denominates  "the  pride  of  life."  And  as  this  is  to 
be  understood  of  the  ostentatious  display  of  worldly  power 
and  riches,  it  will  include  all  those  extravagances  over  which 
the  fashion  of  the  world  bears  rule,  with  a  domination  more 
extensive  and  with  an  observance  more  unreserved,  than  the 
holy  and  lite-giving  word  of  God  receives  from  the  creatures 
of  his  power  and  the  objects  of  his  mercy. 

But,  what,  my  dear  brethren,  has  the  Christian  to  do  with 
any  of  these  things^     What  has  the  person  who  has  felt  and 
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confessed  himself  to  be  a  fallen  and  depraved  creature,  a 
ruined  and  condemned  sinner,  a  stranger  and  a  pilgrim  on  the 
eartli,  who  professes  to  look  for  another  and  a  better  country, 
even  an  heavenly — what  has  such  a  one  to  do  with  the  pride 
of  life  in  any  of  its  shapes?  Is  it  for  him  to  glory  in  his  riches 
or  personal  consequence,  and  by  an  ostentatious  display  in 
his  domestic  establishment,  to  bring  in  question  the  sincerity 
of  his  public  profession  of  religion?  Surely  pride  was  not 
made  for  such  a  one,  or  the  blessing  of  God  bestowed  on  his 
industry  to  be  lavished  on  any  of  its  destructive  temptations. 
Alas!  my  brethren,  how  loudly  will  the  sufferings  of  the  af- 
flicted members  of  Christ,  the  viciousness  of  the  ignorant 
and  the  idle,  and  the  meagre  support  bestowed  upon  that  gos- 
jjel  which  they  profess  to  believe,  cry  out  against  the  oiferers 
of  such  idolatrous  sacrifices  to  the  pride  of  life,  in  the  great 
day  of  eternity!  And  how  sorely  will  many,  who  profess  and 
call  themselves  Christians,  then  lament  the  unjustifiable  sur- 
renders thus  made  to  the  pride  and  vanity  of  a  corrupt  heart, 
deluded  with  the  form  of  godliness,  shaking  hands  with  tlie 
world,  and  crying,  Lord,  Lord,  v/ithout  doing  the  things 
which  he  says. 

In  like  manner,  what  has  the  Christian,  the  person  who 
professes  to  entertain  a  godly  sorrow  for  the  sinfulness  of  his 
nature,  with  an  humble  hope  of  mercy  through  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ — what  has  such  a  person  to  do  with  any  of 
those  extravagances  of  dress  and  ornament  which  mark  so 
cleai-ly  the  sinful  vanity  of  personal  decoration?  Do  not 
Christians  know  that  excess  of  apparel  is  expressly  forbidden 
them,  not  orjy  as  unseemly  for  persons  professing  godliness, 
but  as  an  abuse  of  means  to  be  otherwise  applied?  Do  they 
not  know  that  it  igijactually  glorying  in  their  shame,  a  being 
vain  of  their  ruin?  For  what  is  clothing  of  any  kind  but  a 
defect  occasioned  by  sin^  in  this  way  replaced  by  the  divine 
mercy?  Alas!  for  the  ])recious  time  and  bountiful  means 
wasted  on  this  unworthy  vanity,  for  the  self  idolatry  it 
prompts,  for  the  exclusion  of  all  serious  thought  it  produces, 
aud  for  the  crime  it  occasions,  in  order  to  compass  its  indul- 
gence! Alas!  for  the  retributiun  to  be  awarded  when  the 
hungry,  and  the  naked,  and  the  houseless,  shall  claim  from 
the  common  Father  of  all  their  share  of  this  wasted  super- 
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fliiity,  and  he  shall  demand  it  at  their  hands  to  whom  his  provi- 
dence committed  it  as  a  talent  to  be  improved  to  his  glory! 

Hearken,  my  dear  brethren,  "There  was  a  certain  rich 
man,  which  was  clothed  in  }>urple  and  fine  linen  and  fared 
sumptuously  every  day:  and  there  was  a  certain  beggar  named 
Lazarus,  which  was  laid  at  his  gate  fuli  of  sores,  and  desiring, 
to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs  which  fell  from  the  rich  man's 
table.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  beggar  died  and  wa& 
carried  by  the  angels  into  Abraham's  bosom:  the  rich  man, 
also  died  and  was  buried;  and  in  hell  he  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
being  in  torment,  and  seeth  Abraham  afar  off,  and  Lazarus 
in  his  bosom.  And  he  cried  and  said^  Father  Abraham, 
have  mercy  on  me;  and  send  Lazarus,  that  he  may  dip  the 
tip  of  his  finger  in  water,  and  cool  my  tongue;  for  I  am  tor- 
mented in  this  flame.  But  Abraham  said,  Son,  remember 
that  thou  in  thy  life  time  receivedst  thy  good  things,  and 
likewise  La,zarus  evil  things,  but  now  he  is  comforted  and 
thou  art  tormented" — and  learn  from  this  impressive  parable 
what  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this  world  end  in,  and  "be 
no  longer  faithless,  but  believing." 

And  what  can  more  deeply  condemn  the  vain  amusements- 
of  the  world  than  the  incitement  they  present,  and  the  op- 
2)ortunity  they  furnish,  for  the  sinful  indulgence  of  these 
vicious  gratifications.  Without  a  theatre  for  their  display, 
the  wasteful  extravagance  of  entertainment,  and  unscriptural 
excess  of  adornment,  would  come  to  an  end.  Deprive  the 
theatres,  and  ball  rooms,  and  other  debaucheries  of  the  worlds 
o-f  the  cauntenance  of  Christian  parents  and  their  families^ 
they  will  soon  be  abandoned  by  the  more  orderly  and  moral 
of  the  non-professing  part  of  the  community,  and  finally  by 
all  but  the  dissolute  and  the  profligate. 

Do  not  Christians,  then,  owe  this  much  to  the  consistency 
of  their  profession?  Yes,  they  owe  it  to  the  safety  of  their  own 
flouls — to  the  souls  of  those  for  whom  they  have  covenanted 
"with  God,  and  to  good  example  in  the  world.  Besides,  did 
Christians  but  reflect  what  causes  and  occasions  of  sin  are 
furnished  by  all  those  sources  of  dissipation,  in  the  sight  of 
that  pure  and  holy  Being  who  condemns  the  idolatry  of  the 
heart,  and  the  adultery  of  the  eye,  equally  with  the  actual 
commission  of  the  sin,  surely  none,  who  regard  even  the  name 
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of  Christian,  could  again  be  prevailed  on  to  enter  tlie  temple 
of  vanity — to  sacrifice  to  the  Moloch  of  the  world's  idolatry 
and  sensualit}^  the  sober  joy  and  holy  hope  which  cheers  the 
heart,  animates  the  life,  and  makes  peaceful  the  death  of  the 
humble  believer,  wlio  by  faith  "overcomes  the  world,"  "and 
lays  hold  on  eternal  life." 

III.  Thirdly,  and  to  conclude:  the  considerations  which  are 
calculated  to  enforce  the  exhortation  of  my  text  upon  the 
communicants  of  the  Church,  are,  the  quality  of  the  things 
themselves,  their  connexion  with  our  spiritual  condition,  and 
the  personal  undertaking  of  every  professor  of  religion. 

The  quality  of  worldly  engagements  and  worldly  delights 
is,  necessarily,  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  religion;  and  the  very 
name  implies  as  much.  Were  they  not  "of  the  world,"  in 
the  bad  sense  of  these  words;  were  they  neutral  even,  in  re- 
gard to  moral  effect — as  too  many  wish  to  think  them — and 
not  intrinsically  opposed  to  the  sobriety  and  watchfulness  of 
a  momentary  existence  connected  with  eternal  retribution, 
so  much  pains  never  would  have  been  taken  by  the  wisdom 
of  God,  as  we  see  is  taken  to  warn  mankind  at  large,  and 
Christians  in  particular,  against  their  dangerous  effects.  This 
consideration  is  of  itself  sufficient,  my  brethren,  to  enforce 
the  self-denials  to  which  communicants  are  pledged,  and  on 
which  their  salvation  so  absolutely  depends. 

When  we  add  to  this  the  connexion  of  "the  things  that  are  in 
the  world,"  with  our  spiritual  condition,  another  consideration 
of  deep  interest  to  the  Christian,  and  well  calculated  to  fortify 
the  soul  against  their  ensnaring  effects,  is  presented  to  our 
notice. 

For,  however  valued,  however  followed,  however  dearly 
purchased,  by  the  thousands  who  give  their  souls  in  exchange, 
they  are  in  themselves  of  no  real  worth  to  the  most  pressing 
want  of  a  fallen  sinner.  They  cannot  give  to  God  a  ransom 
for  their  owners,  nor  redeem  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave. 
Before  sin  entered  into  the  world  they  found  no  jDlace  in  it,  and 
when  sin  shall  be  confined  in  the  lake  of  fire  they  will  be 
shut  out  from  the  blessed  abode  of  the  righteous.  The  happi- 
ness of  heaven  will  have  no  connexion  with  those  perishing 
gratifications  which  sin  hath  entailed  on  our  mortal  nature. 

This  consideration,  therefore,  ought  to  fortify  the  believer 
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against  the  seducing  influence  of  their  deceitful  promises.  In 
the  present  life  tliey  are,  to  tlie  Christian,  the  trial  of  his 
faith  and  love;  and  his  everlasting  freedom  from  all  their  dis- 
quieting temptations  depends  on  his  overcoming  them  now. 
In  the  present  life  they  form  the  test  of  his  spiritual  condition 
to  the  believer.  As  his  desires  determine  to  the  world  or  to 
God,  60  is  he  earthly  and  sensual,  or  heavenly  minded  and 
spiritual.  The  communicant,  therefore,  who  conforms  to  the 
world  in  the  pursuits  and  indulgences  of  its  idolatry,  or  who 
mingles  with  the  giddy  followers  of  its  time-wasting,  tliought- 
excluding,  soul-ensnaring  dissipations,  does  thereby  give  most 
unhappy  proof  that  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and  not  the  Spikit 
of  CuRiST,  bears  rule  in  his  heart,  and,  consequently,  that 
*'the  love  of  the  Father  is  nut  in  him," 

Above  all,  the  personal  undertaking  of  every  professor  of 
religion  being  the  renunciation  of  the  world  in  all  those  things 
which  mark  so  clearly  its  alienation  from  God,  this  consider- 
ation should  give  force  to  all  the  others,  and  combine  them 
into  one  commanding  restraint  of  every  inordinate  and  sinful 
desire  of  the  honors  and  pleasures  of  the  world.  To  the 
communicants  of  the  Church,  in  particular,  this  consideration 
should  be  of  the  utmost  weight.  For  they  have  not  only  by 
implication  and  as  a  consequence  of  their  profession,  re- 
nounced the  world,  but  specifically  at  their  baptism,  and 
again  in  their  confirmation,  have  renounced  "the  vain  pomp 
and  glory  of  the  world,  with  all  covetous  desires  of  the  same," 
as  fully  as  they  have  renounced  "the  devil  and  all  his  works," 
This  obligation  they  solemnly  renew  over  the  broken  body 
and  shed  blood  of  their  Saviour  in  the  sacrament  of  his  death, 
the  highest  and  the  holiest  of  all  conceivable  engagements. 
And  may  God  grant  that  those  who  are  this  day  to  give  this 
solemn  pledge  of  amended  life,  may  gladly  "sufter  the  word 
of  exhortation,"  and  so  "discern  the  Lord's  body,"  as  to  put 
away  from  themselves  and  their  families  whatever  can  bring 
reproach  on  the  name  of  Cukist — scandal  on  his  Church — 
and  ruin  on  tlieir  own  souls, 

Now,  to  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  ascribed  the  glory  and  praise  due  to  the  only  liv- 
ing and  true  God,  by  all  creatures,  now  and  for  ever  more. 
Amen. 

[Vol.  2,— *23.] 


SERMON   XXIX, 

RELIGIOUS  EXAMINATION. 


2  Corinthians  xiii.  5. 
Examine  yourselves,  -ffhether  ye  be  in  the  faith;  prove  your  own  selves. 

ISTeed  I  saj  to  you,  mj  brethren  and  hearers,  that  among 
those  subjects  of  thought  and  reflection  which  occupy  the 
anxieties  of  the  present  life,  the  consideration  of  our  place  in 
the  divine  favor,  and  of  the  ground  on  which  it  is  entertained, 
is  unspeakably  the  most  important? — Surely  this  is  not  need- 
ed by  any  now  before  me.  Yet  it  is  equally  sure,  I  appre- 
liend,  that  there  are  many  present,  by  whom  neither  time  or 
thought  is  given  to  this  great  interest,  and  to  whom  it  must 
be  profitable  to  be  reminded  of  the  one  thing  needful,  and 
to  be  counselled  and  exhorted,  that  amid  the  business  and 
the  pleasures  of  the  world,  time  should  be  taken  to  consider 
the  worth  of  eternit}^,  and  to  prove  your  expectations  of  its 
endless  and  unchangeable  sanction,  by  the  unerring  standard 
of  God's  most  holy  and  most  merciful  revelation  to  his  crea- 
tures. Were  it  so,  indeed,  that  we  could  not  err,  and  err 
fatally,  too,  in  our  religious  belief  and  practice,  no  occasion 
could  have  been  found  for  the  apostle  to  press  this  duty  upon 
his  converts,  nor  would  it  be  necessary  to  repeat  the  exhor- 
tation continually  to  Christian  people.  But,  as  the  daDger 
was  imminent  in  the  beginniug  of  Christianity,  as  experience 
proves  that  it  has  not  lessened  in  the  progress  of  the  gospel, 
as  corruptions  have  multiplied,  and  indifference  has  increased, 
so  has  it  become  a  more  iini)erious  duty  for  Christians  to  in- 
stitute this  examination  and  proof  of  their  religious  condi- 
tion, and  according  to  the  result  to  estimate  their  hoj^e  for 
hereafter. 

To  deceive  ourselves  on  this  subject,  is  to  be  undone  for 
ever,  my  hearers;  and  with  ^ch  an  alternative  at  stake,  ai^ 
with  such  effectual  means  to  determine  the  point,  the  ecpiity 
of  our  own  hearts  must  decide,  that  indifference,  even,  to  the 
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event,  deserves  to  be  thus  undone.  Let  us,  tlien,  consider 
this  momentous  subject  with  the  seriousness  and  attention  it 
ought  surely  to  command  from  every  accountable  being;  and 
as  the  word  of  God  shall  warrant,  be  warned  to  repent  and 
amend  our  ways,  or  encouraged  to  hope  and  persevere  unto 
the  end.  To  assist  you  herein,  I  shall  point  out  what  it  is 
that  we  are  to  examine  ourselves  concerning — how  we  are  to 
make  this  exsfmination,  and  how  to  come  at  the  proof  or 
assurance  that  we  are  "in  the  faith." 

"Examine  yourselves,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith;  prove 
your  own  selves." 

I.  First,  what  it  is  that  we  are  to  examine  ourselves  con- 
cerning. 

The  words,  "in  the  faith,"  refer  us,  undoubtedly,  to  some- 
thing definite  and  determined  as  the  body  of  religious  doc- 
trine and  practice  delivered  to  and  received  by  all  who  pro- 
fess to  embrace  the  gospel.  This  body  of  doctrine,  accord- 
ingly, is  called  in  Scripture,  "the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,"  "the  form  of  sound  words,"  received  from  the  apos- 
tles of  Christ,  and  "the  doctrine  which  is  according  to  god- 
liness." The  point  to  be  examined  into,  therefore,  is  whe- 
ther we  believe  the  doctrines  and  practise  the  duties  of  the 
Christian  religion  as  taught  and  delivered  to  the  saints,  or 
associated  members  of  tlie  Church  of  Christ,  by  his  apostles. 
The  inquiry  is  not  whether  we  are  believers,  in  the  sense  of 
acknowledging  the  truth  of  the  facts  and  doctrines  of  revela- 
tion; but  whether  the  knowledge  of  those  facts  and  doctrines 
has  brought  us  to  Christ  for  the  promises  of  God,  made  to 
the  world  through  him.  Nothing  less  than  this  will  answer 
the  strength  and  peculiarity  of  the  expression,  "in  the  faith," 
which  can  have  no  other  safe  or  reasonable  meaning  than 
this — of  being  truly  and  vitally  united  to  the  faith,  in  a 
thankful  reception  of  the  gos]>el,  and  of  living,  or  walking 
by  faith,  in  conformity  with  the  example  and  commands  of 
the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith. 

This  is  certified  to  us  both  by  the  reason  of  the  thing  and 
by  the  use  frequently  made  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  word  in, 
tf  denote  condition  or  influei^^.  Tims,  when  St.  Paul  ex- 
presses his  wish  "to  be  found  in  Christ,"  the  meaning  is, 
that  he  may  be  a  partaker  of  the  salvation  procured  by  his 
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undertaking  for  sinners;  and  when  St.  John  tells  lis  that  he 
was  "in  the  spirit"  at  a  particular  time,  the  meaning  is,  that 
he  was  then  under  the  special  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  in  like  manner  of  the  word  as  used  in  my  text. 

Much  of  the  true  meaning  and  importance  of  the  text,  and 
consequently  of  the  duty  therein  exhorted  to,  depends,  also, 
upon  the  word  tlie^  as  connected  with  the  yiovdi  faith.  "The 
faitli"  docs  not  mean  a  faith,  or  some  faith,  or  a  part  of  the 
faith,  but  is  definite  and  precise,  and  directs  and  limits  the 
inquiry  to  a  known  and  speciiied  subject.  In  confirmation 
of  this,  religion  is  never  spoken  of  in  the  Scriptures  as  mul- 
tiform, that  is,  consistent  with  variety  or  variation  of  belief 
and  ol)edience,  but  as  a  harmonious  and  agreeing  sj^stem  of 
faith  and  lioliuess,  devised  by  the  divine  wisdom  for  the  ben- 
efit of  fallen  sinners,  and,  as  such,  unchangeable.  "There  is 
one  faith,"  says  the  inspired  word;  just  as  there  is  one  body, 
or  Church,  to  which  this  one  faith  is  delivered,  and  in  which 
it  must  be  professed;  one  Lokd,  or  head  of  that  body,  and  one 
Spirit  given  to  abide  with  the  body  for  the  union  and  life  of 
all  its  true  members.  This  is  the  faith  which  we  are  to  ex- 
amine ourselves  whether  we  are  in;  that  is,  whether  we  truly 
believe,  profess,  and  practise  the  religion  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  as  taught  by  his  apostles,  recorded  in  the  Scriptures 
of  our  faith,  and  received  and  followed  by  the  primitive 
Church.  This  is  the  duty  to  which  we  are  exhorted  in  the 
text,  and  we  are  therefore  exhorted  to  it  because  by  this 
means  only  can  \ve  determine,  satisfactorily,  what  our  reli- 
gious condition  really  is,  and  what  our  dependence  for  here- 
after is  actually  worth. 

Let  us,  then,  inquire, 

11.  Secondly,  how  we  are  to  make  this  examination. 

Religion,  or  being  "in  the  faith,"  is  not  our  birthright,  my 
hearers.  K o  man  is  born  a  believer.  Yet,  where  the  gosiJel 
Las  shed  its  happy  light,  all  are  brought  into  being  with  the 
means  of  becoming  Christians — and  hence  the  peculiar  ex- 
pression of  being  "born  again,"  used  to  denote  the  spiritual 
change  which  must  be  wrought  in  every  practical  sinner 
who  would  be  and  who  is  a  Christian  indeed.  Religion,  then, 
being  a  personal  attainment,  is  to  be  examined  into,  and  tried 
and  determined  by  its  proper  evidences,  in  the  same  manner 
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as  any  other  attainable  personal  qualification.  If  we  possess 
it,  we  miist  surely  be  able  to  sliow  by  what  means  we  ob- 
tained it;  and  by  bringing  our  religious  condition,  and  the 
means  made  use  of  in  its  attainment,  to  the  standard  given 
in  the  Scriptures,  we  can  be  certified  and  assured  as  to  the 
highest  and  most  anxious  concern  which  can  engage  our  at- 
tention. To  the  Scriptures,  then,  let  us  bring  this  examina- 
tion, and  let  each  determine  his  own  case  by  its  agreement 
or  disagreement  therewith, . 

The  persons  spoken  of  in  Scripture  as  being  "in  the  faith," 
are  described  as  having  been  brought  by  the  preaching  of 
the  word  to  a  just  sense  of  their  lost  and  undone  condition, 
as  sinners  both  by  nature  and  practice — as  having  truly  re- 
pented of  and  forsaken  their  former  sinful  courses — as  hav- 
ing thankfully  embraced  the  mercy  oftered  them,  through 
the  atonement  of  the  cross — as  being  baptized  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus'  Christ,  and  of  their 
dedicating  themselves  to  his  service — and,  as  living  answer- 
able to  his  laws  and  example  in  all  holiness  and  righteous- 
ness of  life  and  conversation — "Continuing  steadfast  in  the 
apostles'  doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of  -bread 
and  in  prayers;"  as  it  is  briefly  expressed  of  the  first  Chris- 
tians in  the  Scriptures,  to  denote  their  union  and  constancy 
in  the  faith. 

Now,  as  there  is  but  one  faith,  and  one  strait  and  narrow 
way  to  enter  into  life,  all  that  they  were  then,  must  be  found 
in  us  now,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  if  we  would  entertain  a 
good  hope  of  the  same  reward  which  animated  them,  to 
which  they  waded  through  flames  and  blood,  and  to  which 
we  are  more  mercifully  called  without  a  privation  or  a  suf- 
fering to  encounter.  Oh!  how  sliould  it  deepen  our  thank- 
fulness, that  Christ's  yoke  is  indeed  made  easy  and  his  bur- 
den light  to  us,  compared  witli  wliat  it  was  to  them;  and 
how  shoidd  we  fear  to  separate  from  this  holy  fellowship,  and 
strive  to  improve  our  distinguishing  mercies,  and  walk  wor- 
thy of  his  goodness  "who  hath  caused  tlie  lines  to  fall  unto 
■UB  in  pleasant  places,  and  hath  given  us  a  goodly  heritage." 

To  be  "in  the  faitli,"  then,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
Scripture,  it  is  requisite  that  believers  in  the  truth  of  revela- 
tion should  be  regenerated  in  baptism  and  spiritually  renewed 
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l)y  the  Holt  Ghost;  that  they  should  cease  from  sin,  ear- 
nestly repenting  of  it,  as  the  cause  of  God's  wrath  and  the 
ruin  of  their  souls,  and  be  converted  from  the  love  and  prac- 
tice of  its  wickedness;  that  they  should  openly  embrace  the 
gospel  as  the  truth  of  God  for  their  salvation;  that  tliey  should 
believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only  begotten  Son 
of  God,  their  only  Saviour  and  their  Judge — that  they  should 
confess  him  before  men  as  the  Lord  their  righteousness,  walk- 
ing in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  his  holy 
laws,  in  the  spirit  of  love  towards  each  other,  and  of  peace 
and  good  will  towards  all  mankind.  This  is  the  standard  to 
which  to  bring  this  all-important  examination  of  ourselves; 
for  only  as  our  lives  are  in  agreement  with  what  the  Scrip- 
tures plainly  teach,  can  there  be  any  rational  hope  of  the 
mercy  therein  revealed  and  of  the  blessings  therein  promised. 

ni.  Thirdly,  I  am  to  point  out  to  you  how  to  come  at  the 
proof  or  assurance  that  we  are  "in  the  faith." 

"Prove  your  own  selves,"  says  the  apostle. 

As  religion  is  not  an  abstract  speculation  of  the  mind,  but 
a  living,  active  principle  of  faith  and  holiness,  the  proof  that 
it  presides  over  and  rules  the  life,  must  always  be  derived 
from  its  visible  effects.  As  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit,  so 
is  the  Christian  known  by  his  conversation  in  the  world.  This 
is  a  divine  maxim,  and  consequently  a  safe  one;  yet  it  re- 
quires to  be  guarded  against  in  the  abuse  which  may  be  and 
is  made  of  it,  to  the  entire  unsettling  of  those  distinctive 
marks  which  the  Scriptures  instruct  us  to  build  our  assurance 
upon.  Because  the  proof  of  our  spiritual  state  being  derived 
from  the  two-fold  testimony  of  external  condition  and  inter- 
nal consciousness,  it  is  from  the  agreement  of  both  these,  and 
not  of  either  singly,  with  the  word  of  God,  that  Scriptural 
assurance  is  to  be  entertained.  Li  the  nature  of  things,  ex- 
ternal condition  must  be  the  ground  of,  or  rather  must  pre- 
cede, internal  consciousness;  that  is,  we  must  first  be  con- 
formed to  what  the  gospel  requires  of  outward  observance, 
before  we  can  be  rightly  entitled  to  the  comfort  and  assu- 
a-ance  which  the  gosi)el  promises  to  believers.  This  is  so 
very  plain  and  undeniable,  that  it  is  wonderful  and  greatly 
sbo  be  lamented  it  should  be  overlooked  or  disregarded  by 
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numbers  who,  I  doubt  not,  are  truly  desirous  to  honor  God 
in  their  lives. 

Again:  As  every  efiect  flows  from  its  particular  caiase,  as 
well  in  spiritual  as  in  natural  things,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Christian  to  be  as  careful  of  the  commanded  means  as  he  i& 
solicitous  of  the  promised  end;  all  the  external  appointments 
of  religion,  therefore,  (the  Church,  the  ministry,  the  word, 
and  the  sacraments,)  being  from  God,  are,  as  such,  to  be  rev- 
erenced and  observed  by  us.  And  as  they  are  his  means  to 
the  production  of  an  end  in  us  and  for  our  benefit,  we  can 
have  no  Scriptural  ground  to  expect  the  end  separate  from 
the  means.  It  is  not  suflicient,  then,  my  brethren  and  hear- 
ers, to  look  to  the  conversation  alone  in  order  to  prove  our 
spiritual  state.  Our  title  to  those  promises  of  divine  assist- 
ance on  which  all  spiritual  attainment  by  us  does  wliolly  de- 
pend, must  first  be  proved  by  its  agreement  with  the  re- 
quirements of  Scripture,  and  the  conversation  or  life  also 
agreeing  therewith,  and  not  otherwise.  We  may,  then,  joy- 
fully and  securely  take  to  ourselves  all  the  comfort  which 
the  witness  of  the  Spikit  of  God  with  our  spirits,  that  we  are 
the  children  of  God,  can  give. 

Once  more:  From -the  nature  of  religion  as  a  moral  attain- 
ment and  a  reasonable  service,  the  satisfaction  and  enjoyment 
we  are  entitled  to  look  for  under  its  influence  must  always 
be  subsequent  to  its  duties — must  flow  from  them,  and  be 
proportioned  to  the  faithfulness  with  which  they  are  per- 
formed. Christian  joy  and  rejoicing,  therefore,  is  not  the 
impulse  of  mere  feeling  stirred  into  occasional  excitement, 
but  it  is  the  rational  approval  of  the  heart,  filled  with  hope 
from  the  consciousness  of  duty  performed  through  love  to 
God.  This  was  St.  Paul's  ground  of  rejoicing;  and  no  Chris- 
tian, I  should  think,  need  want  a  better  or  a  diflferent  one — 
"Our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  conscience,"  says 
he,  "that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity  we  have  had  our 
conversation  in  the  world."  And  St,  John  teaches,  that  "if 
our  heart  condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  towards 
God."  And  in  like  manner  of  assurance  that  we  are  "in  the 
faith,"  that  is,  are  true  believers  and  sincere  Christians.  This 
must  always  be  derived  from  its  proper  proofs — carefully 
guarding  against  any  assumption  of  condition  which  has  not 
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the  joint  warrant  of  the  word  of  God  and  of  our  own  con- 
science, as  the  instrument  by  whicli  tlie  Holy  Spirit  applies 
that  M'ord  to  our  ediiicatiou  and  comfort. 

Having  thus  explained  tlie  text,  and  in  such  wise,  I  trust, 
that  all  i>resent  are  competent  to  apply  it  to  their  own  per- 
sonal condition  as  probationers  for  eternity,  I  proceed  now 
to  enforce  this  duty  by  the  considerations  proper  to  its  su- 
preme importance. 

It  is  very  reasonable  to  suppose,  I  think,  that  the  same 
Scriptures  which  have  proposed  to  us  religion  as  our  duty, 
and  happiness  as  its  end  and  reward,  have  also  taught  us 
how  to  judge  and  determine,  satisfactorily,  when  we  are  in 
the  way  that  leads  to  the  truth  of  the  one  and  the  certainty 
of  the  other. 

If  this  is  so,  must  it  not  be  the  most  wilful  rejection  of 
light  and  knowledge,  to  rest  our  religious  condition,  and  by 
certain  consequence,  our  eternal  state,  on  a  foundation  which 
we  have  not  examined  by  the  standard  of  God's  holy  word? 
And  yet  this  is  the  case  with  all  who  are  careless  and  uncon- 
cerned on  the  subject  of  religion.  For  it  is  not  that  such 
persons  do  reject  God  and  his  word — the  Lord  Jesus  Cheist 
and  his  salvation.  No — and  I  appeal  to  their  hearts  at  this 
moment  that  they  do  not.  But  they  permit  the  god  of  this 
world  to  delude  them  with  hopes  of  mercy  through  Christ, 
or  with  intentions  of  future  repentance,  and  are  gradually 
becoming  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin.  ISTow, 
what  is  there  in  the  reach  of  man  to  withstand  this  delusion, 
but  serious  examination?  And  surely  if  any  thing  can 
prompt  them  to  engage  in  it,  it  must  be  the  consideration, 
that  only  as  we  are  united  to  Christ  by  a  living  faith,  and 
continue  therein,  is  there  hope  towards  God  for  a  fallen  sinner. 

Again:  As  we  are  intelligent  beings  and  free  agents,  God 
is  declared  in  Scripture  to  deal  with  us  as  such.  Religion, 
then,  is  concerned  with  our  reason  and  our  wills,  with  our 
hopes  and  our  fears.  Hence,  the  doctrines  revealed  in  the 
gospel,  the  system  of  its  duties,  the  inducements  to  practise 
them,  and  the  sanctions  of  its  commands,  are  all  addressed 
to  those  faculties  and  affections. 

But  if  we  permit  our  reason  to  be  blinded  by  conclusions, 
unsupported  by  the  word  of  God,  and  our  affections  to  be 
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-exclusively  engaged  with  tlie  world  and  its  occupations,  all 
-I'eligious  attainment  is  forcibly  excluded,  and  the  very  facul- 
ties which  God  hath  given  for  the  noblest  purposes  are 
squandered  upon  pursuits  which  have  no  permanency — ■ 
which  cannot  satisfy  the  soul  or  give  relief  in  the  day  of 
trouble  and  anguish — which  cannot  quiet  the  conscience, 
make  our  peace  with  God,  or  still  the  fears  and  allay  the 
terrors  of  a  dying  bed.  Yet  the  consideration  that  this  awaits 
us  all,  might  strip  the  mask  from  these  vanities  and  restore 
an  immortal  being  to  the  true  purpose  of  his  creation  and 
redemption — to  his  true  happiness — to  his  God.  And  what 
more  likely  to  effect  this  than  the  serious  examination  of  the 
conditions  on  which  God  hath  suspended  the  rewards  and 
the  punishments  of  eternity? 

Once  more:  Every  man,  in  proportion  to  his  understand- 
ing, perceives  that  he  is  bound  by  his  very  nature  to  acknow- 
ledge and  obey  the  laws  of  God;  and  if  a  blessing  is  promised 
to  such  obedience,  the  same  understanding  which  enables 
him  to  apprehend  the  condition  and  the  promise,  shows  him, 
also,  on  an  examination  of  his  conduct,  what  expectation  he 
has  of  attaining  the  promised  blessing.  No  man,  therefore, 
under  the  light  of  the  gospel,  can  plead  any  other  than  a 
wilful,  and,  as  such,  an  inexcusable,  ignorance.  The  dignity 
of  the  author  of  our  salvation,  the  unspeakable  worth  of  eter- 
nity, and  the  reason  of  your  own  minds,  my  dear  hearers, 
all  unite  in  pressing  upon  your  hearts  the  exhortation  of  my 
text. 

Let  not,  then,  that  evil  spirit  which  has  gone  forth  into  the 
world,  and  instilled  the  ruinous  delusion  into  the  hearts  of 
men,  that  the  precious  benehts  of  the  death  of  Cheist  may 
be  obtained  without  conforming  to  the  requirements  of  the 
gospel,  make  vain  this  exhortation  to  you.  But  take  your 
Bibles  and  your  lives  into  solemn  retirement,  and  there  ex- 
amine what  your  hope  now  is,  whereon  it  is  founded,  and 
what  it  will  be  in  the  day  of  death  and  judgment  if  you  con- 
tinue as  you  are — unconverted — impenitent — unholy,  "Ex- 
;amine  yourselves,"  then,  "whether  ye  be  in  the  faith." .  Seize 
the  precious  moments  of  God's  sparing  mercy,  to  repent  and 
turn  from  the  error  of  your  ways.  Come  to  that  merciful 
Saviour  who  stands  ready  to  receive  the  true  penitent;  and, 
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in  newness  of  life,  wait  upon  God  in  luimble  prayer,  for  the 
blessing  of  liis  love  shed  abroad  in  your  heart  by  the  IIoly 
Ghost,  and  for  the  hope  that  maketh  not  ashamed,  because 
full  of  immortality. 

Upon  you,  my  Christian  brethren,  I  must  also  press  the 
exhortation  of  my  text.  You  are  "in  the  faith,"  indeed,  by 
an  open  profession  of  religion,  and  have  not,  I  trust,  to  "lay 
again  the  foundation  of  repentance  from  dead  works  and  of 
faith  towards  God."  But  for  you  it  is  safe,  while  to  me  it  is 
not  grievous,  to  remind  you,  that  the  more  diligent  and  faith- 
ful you  are  in  examining  yourselves,  the  more  will  your  light 
eliiue  and  your  religious  comforts  increase-  The  world  is  an 
encroaching  thing,  my  dear  brethren,  and  demands  continual 
watchfulness  to  withstand  the  blandishment  of  its  tempta- 
tions. Our  own  hearts  are  treacherous,  and  we  have  great 
cause  to  fear  lest  we  decline  into  the  cold  formality  of  heart- 
less habit,  the  living  death  of  religion  without  power,  with- 
out the  felt  influence  of  the  love  of  Christ  constraining  us.to 
^ive  him  all  our  praise,  all  our  duty,  as  our  God  and  Saviour. 
To  avoid  this  too  ready  and  too  common  evil,  frequent  and 
faithful  self-examination  whether  our  lives  are  answerable  to 
our  holy  profession,  and  that  to  the  revealed  directions  of  the 
word  of  God,  is  the  best  safe-guard.  It  compels  the  Chris- 
tian to  keep  a  record,  as  it  were,  of  his  very  thoughts,  and 
thus  enables  him  to  bring  to  the  mercy  seat  for  pardon  and 
grace,  his  failures  in  duty,  his  sinful  inclinations,  his  evil 
tempers — his  weaknesses  of  every  kind — before  they  strength- 
en into  habit. 

To  retire  frequently  witli  God  to  commune  with  our  own 
heart,  begets  a  holy  watchfulness  against  sin,  a  lively  desire 
for  growth  in  grace,  and  increases  strength  by  the  frequency 
and  fervency  of  prayer;  for  God  hath  so  appointed,  that  "to 
him  that  hath  shall  be  given,"  More  especially  in  the  near 
approach  of  the  solemn  celebration  of  our  Saviour's  Passion 
is  it  both  requisite  and  profitable  that  we  enter  faithfully 
upon  this  examination  of  ourselves;  that  we  may  present  to 
God,  through  his  merits,  a  sincere  oft'ering,  and,  with  hearts 
truly  penitent  for  all  our  failures  tOM^ards  him,  and  truly  de- 
sirous of  the  succor  and  help  of  his  Holt  Spirit,  nuiy  be  re- 
plenished with  the  comfort  of  his  forgiveness,  and  enriched 
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with  the  treasure  of  his  heavenly  grace,  to  love  him  more 
and  serve  him  better  for  the  time  to  come. 

It  is  a  feast  of  love,  my  brethren.  Let  us,  therefore,  "ex- 
amine and  prove  our  own  selves,"  that  love  may  abound  to- 
wards God  and  towards  each  other,  and  blessing  from  on 
high  be  poured  out  upon  us  and  upon  all  the  Israel  of  God. 

Now,  to  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  glory,  now  and  for  ever. 


SERMON   XXX. 

NON-CONFORMITY   WITH   THE   WORLD. 


Romans  xii.  2,  first  clause. 
Asd  be  not  conformed  to  this  world. 

It  appears  to  have  been  St.  Paul's  method,  in  writing  to 
the  Chui-ches,  to  hiy  down,  in  the  first  place,  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity,  and  from  them  to  draw  those  obligations  to 
practical  duty  which  all  who  profess  to  believe  the  gospel 
are  bound  to  observe  and  to  cany  out  into  their  daily  con- 
versation in  the  world.  Upon  this  principle  all  his  epistles 
— particularly  that  to  the  Romans — are  constructed.  And 
hereby  we  are  taught,  my  brethren,  to  consider  carefully  the 
close  connexion  between  the  doctrines  and  the  duties  of  our 
religion — 'to  perceive  the  reasonableness  of  that  service  which 
God  requires  at  our  hands,  and  to  understand  that  the  know- 
ledge of  divine  things  communicated  to  us  and  the  divine 
grace  conferred  upon  us  by  the  gospel,  are  no  otherwise  pro- 
fitable than  as  they  are  rightly  applied  and  improved. 

Though  the  command  of  God  is  abundantly  sufficient  to 
make  every  rational  being  feel  the  obligation  and  render  the 
duty  of  obedience,  yet  it  is  not  to  authority  alone  that  obedi- 
ence is  to  be  referred.  In  things  moral  and  spiritual,  the 
connexion  of  the  recpiired  duty  with  something  previously 
done  and  communicated  on  tlie  part  of  the  Almighty  God, 
and  also  with  consequences  subsequently  to  affect  ourselves, 
enters  very  deeply  into  the  grounds  of  Christian  obligation, 
and  enhances,  even  infinitely,  the  indispensable  duty  of 
Chi'istian  obedience.  Hence,  I  think,  may  be  shown  the 
great  eiTor  of  referring  the  substance  of  religion  either  to  the 
exuberance  of  internal  feeling,  or  to  the  meagreness  of  exter- 
nal morality.  Hence,  also.  Christians  might  be  instructed 
how  very  important  it  is,  that  serious  consideration  of  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity — of  the  intimate  connexion  of  re- 
vealed religion  with  the  actual  condition  of  fallen  creatures, 
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— should  form  the  basis  on  which  the  gospel  is  embraced 
and  followed,  as  the  light  of  life — as  the  only  ground  of  hope 
and  exertion  to  sinners.  By  no  other  means  now  given  us^ 
it  appears  to  me,  can  that  union  of  the  understanding  and 
affections  be  produced  which  constitutes  a  reasonable  service, 
worthy  to  be  presented  to  the  great  Moral  Governor  of  the 
Universe. 

Upon  this  princij)le,  I  think,  it  is  evident  that  St.  Paul 
constructed  the  epistle  from  which  my  text  is  taken.  He 
laid  before  the  church  in  Rome  the  grounds  on  which  their 
duty  as  redeemed  creatures  rested;  he  then  pointed  out  the 
obligations  they  had  come  under  as  professed  believers.  He 
informed  their  understandings  before  he  appealed  to  their 
hearts.  And  it  was  not  until  he  had  showed  them  the  breadth 
and  the  length,  and  the  height  and  the  depth,  of  God's  rich 
redeeming  love,  that  he  "besought  them,  by  the  mercies  of 
God,  to  present  their  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  accepta- 
ble to  God,  and  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world,  as  the 
reasonable  service"  as  well  as  commanded  duty  of  Christian 
believers. 

On  this  ground,  therefore^  my  brethren,  do  I  wish  you  to 
meet  the  exhortation  of  my  text,  as  that  on  which  alone  you 
can  either  realize  its  importance,  feel  its  obligation,  or  fulfil 
its  requirements.  And  it  is  a  most  affecting  circumstance, 
and  beyond  all  others  touching  to  the  feelings,  that  in  the 
boundary  of  this  world,  the  being  is  not  found  who  can  stand 
excused  from  the  duty  because  he  is  not  included  in  the  con- 
sideration upon  which  it  is  required.  All,  without  exception, 
are  partakers  of  the  mercies  of  God;  and  those  mercies,  would 
men  but  hear  their  voice,  point  them  to  God — to  learn  his 
W'ill,  to  give  themselves  without  reserve  to  his  holy  service, 
and  to  hope  for  his  everlasting  favor.  To  Christians,  in  par- 
ticular, the  mercies  of  God  speak  a  language  addressed  di- 
rectly to  the  heart,  in  the  gift  of  Jissus  Christ,  the  source  of 
all  present  and  the  pledge  of  all  future  blessings.  To  tiiem, 
an  appeal  in  the  name  of  him  who  hath  "loved  us,  and  washed 
us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,"  can  surely  never  be  in 
vain.  To  them  an  exhortation  to  promote  his  honor  and  ad- 
vance his  kingdom  in  the  world,  grounded  on  the  mighty 
benefits  conferred  on  them  by  him  "who  hath  reconciled  us 
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to  God"  by  his  death,  must  come  with  the  most  winning 
jjower.  If  the  lieart  can  feel,  it  must  be  touched — if  the 
judgment  can  understand,  it  must  approve;  and  both  uniting, 
must  constrain  every  sincere  believer,  every  true  disciple  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  to  give  himself  without  reserve  to  this  pri- 
mary duty  of  separation  from  the  world,  as  the  distinguish- 
ing mark  of  that  "peculiar  people,"  whom  his  master  came- 
"to  j)urify  unto  himself,"  that  he  might  present  them  without 
spot  to  God,  as  inheritors  of  eternal  glor\\ 

As  partakers,  then,  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God,  I  be- 
seech you,  my  brethren,  to  take  this  distinctive  and  all-im- 
portant religious  duty  to  your  most  serious  consideration,  and 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  do  so  with  advantage,  I  will  ndiv 
endeavor  to  explain  to  you, 

First,  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the  words  "this 
world,"  made  use  of  in  the  text. 

Secondly,  what  constitutes  conformity  to,  or  with,  this 
world;  and,  then. 

Conclude  with  an  enforcement  of  the  duty,  from  the  obli- 
gations we  have  come  under  as  professing  Christians. 
"And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world." 
I.  First,  I  am  to  explain  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the 
words  "this  world,"  made  use  of  in  the  text. 

In  the  lanuguage  of  Scripture,  the  phrase  "this  world"  is 
used  in  two  significations — the  one  denoting  the  material 
world,  or  frame  of  created  things,  the  other  denoting  the 
moral  World,  or  the  condition  of  mankind  as  respects  virtue 
or  vice.  In  the  present  instance,  therefore,  the  words  "this- 
world"  will  signify  the  corrupt  principles,  maxims,  fashions^ 
customs,  and  manners  of  the  world.  "With  these  the  Christian 
is  exhorted  to  have  no  conformity,  fellowship,  or  agreement. 
Whatever  of  difficulty,  then,  attends  this  subject  as  a  prac- 
tical question,  there  can  be  none  either  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  phrase,  or  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  duty  enforced.  Yet 
both  observation  and  experience  teach  us,  my  brethren,  that 
there  is  great,  and,  I  fear,  increasing  difficulty  in  meeting 
the  requirement  of  my  text  as  it  ought  to  be  met  by  those 
who  profess  and  call  themselves  Christians.  But  as  mere 
diflftculty  forms  no  excuse  to  the  Christian  for  the  neglect  of 
his  duty,  it  behooves^s  all  rather  to  consider  with  care  where- 
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in  the  difficulty  realW  consists,  tliat  we  may  set  ourselves  to 
overcome  it  with  the  greater  diligence. 

JS'ow  this  is  found  partly  in  ourselves,  and  partly  in  the 
existing  state  of  the  Christian  world.  From  the  corruption 
of  our  nature  we  are  continually  disposed  to  lower  the  obli- 
gations of  religion,  and  to  become  remiss  in  that  watchfulness, 
self-denial,  and  faithfulness,  which  alone  can  ensure  success 
in  working  out  our  everlasting  salvation.  Hence,  as  we  de- 
cline from  commanded  duty,  we  decline  also  from  religious 
attainment,  for  it  is  "to  him  that  hath''  that  more  "is  given;" 
and  thus  Christians  settle  down  into  a  lukewarm  state  of  re- 
ligion, and  content  themselves  with  the  poor  and  low  quali- 
fiiation  that  they  are  free  from  the  outbreaking  wickedness 
of  the  dissolute  and  the  profligate.  But  as  this  is  only  the 
negative  side  of  religion,  as  it  is  no  more  than  what  the 
morality  of  the  world  can  compass — what  unbelievers  fre- 
quently manifest — its  inevitable  tendency  is  to  assimilate 
Christians  with  the  world,  not  to  separate  them  from  it;  to 
obscure  and  eventually  to  obliterate  that  line  of  distinction 
which  separates  Christ  from  Belial,  and  to  deaden  exertion 
for  the  attainment  of  those  heavenly  tempers  and  holy  dis- 
positions which  are  indispensable  to  the  enjoyment  of  God  in 
glory. 

In  the  existing  state  of  the  Christian  world,  also,  is  this 
difficulty  not  only  found,  but  increased.  Corrupt  departure 
from  the  spirit  of  I'eligion,  in  the  neglect  of  primary  and  fun- 
damental duties,  never  stops  short  of  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  religious  principle.  "From  him  that  hath  not  shall  be 
taken  away  even  that  which  he  seemeth  to  have."  And 
though  the  unclean  spirit  may  have  been  cast  out,  yet,  if  at 
any  time  his  former  residence  become  empty — if  the  light  of 
Christian  profession  be  not  kept  burning  with  the  oil  of  prayer 
and  watchfulness — he  returns  with  a  reinforcement  of  other 
yet  more  wicked  spirits,  and  "the  last  state  of  that  man  is 
worse  than  the  first." 

Non-conformity  with  the  world  requiring  a  line  to  be  drawn, 
on  one  side  of  which  the  Christian  is  bound  to  keep,  as  the 
world  assimilates  to  the  gospel  through  the  civilizing  influ- 
ence of  Christian  truth,  or  as  the  gospel  is  assimilated  to  the 
world  through  the  loose  conversation  olifhose  who  profess  to 
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believe  it,  in  either  case  the  line  is  trodden  out,  and  the  dif- 
ficwlty  to' draw  it  afresh  is  increased.  The  power  of  habit, 
t^iie  influence  of  example,  the  sanction  of  numbers  supporting 
each  other,  liave  a  direct  tendency  to  lower  the  standard  of 
religious  duty,  to  corrupt  the  purity  of  religion,  and  to  tempt 
Christians  to  mingle  in  those  unhallowed  scenes  where  the 
votaries  of  the  world  delight  to  revel,  and  where  vice  is  ren- 
dered more  seductive  and  dangerous  by  being  stripped  of  its 
grossness. 

When  the  apostle  penned  the  words  of  my  text,  the  Chris- 
tian convert  had  but  to  look  around  him,  and,  in  the  revolt- 
ing obscenity  of  heathen  manners,  to  mark  out  distinctly  that 
world  to  whicii  he  was  nut  to  be  conformed.  But  in  the  pre- 
sent day,  when  Christianity  has  become  national,  and  divis- 
ions in  religion  have  set  up  opposite  standards  of  faith  and 
morals — when  all  claim  the  Christian  name,  and  the  form  of 
godliness  has  eat  out  the  power  thereof — a  harder  task  awaits 
the  person  who  would  indeed  fulfil  the  duty  enjoined  by  my 
text,  and  draw  the  line  betwixt  himself  and  the  world. 

Yet,  my  dear  brethren,  it  must  be  drawn,  and  it  must  be 
observed.  If  we  would  enjoy  the  peace  of  God  upon  earth, 
or  the  presence  of  God  in  heaven,  we  must  make  our  calling 
and  election  sure,  by  a  clear  and  distinct  separation  from  the 
world — from  its  evil  ways,  and  unprofitable  pursuits.  And 
as  this  is  our  indispensable  duty,  so,  by  the  goodness  of  God, 
every  Christian  is  furnished  with  such  plain  directions,  and 
with  such  eifectual  help,  as,  if  faithfully  followed,  will  insure 
success.  As  we  have  the  same  world  to  contend  with,  so 
liave  we  the  same  grace  and  truth  to  strengthen  and  direct 
us  which  the  early  Christians  had.  And  though  the  world 
has  changed  the  type  of  its  viciousness,  through  the  know- 
le^-'ge  of  Christian  doctrine,  it  is  still  the  world,  and,  as  such, 
is  to  be  watched  against,  and  the  snare  of  its  temptations 
avoided. 

In  order,  then,  to  surmount  this  difficulty,  and  enable  you, 
my  brethren,  to  draw  the  line  between  the  world  and  religion, 
let  us  inquire, 

II.  Secondly,  what  constitutes  conformity  to,  or  with,  "this 
world." 

In  order  to  answer  this  question  aright,  we  must  bear  in 
[Vx)l.  2,— *24.] 
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mind  in  wliat  sense  the  words  are  here  nsed  by  the  apostle.. 
And  as  he  has  been  shown  to  aj^ply  them  exclusively  to  the- 
corrupt,  sinfnl,  and  irreligious  part  of  mankind,  we  are  fur- 
nislied  with  a  safe  rule  to  direct  our  judgment. 

Conformity  with  this  world,  therefore,  consists  in  agree- 
ment and  participation  with  it,  in  those  pursuits  and  pratices 
which  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  opposed  to  the  purity 
and  holiness  of  the  gospel,  and  to  the  interests  of  our  own 
souls,  or  the  souls  of  others. 

If  this  definition  be  correct,  which  I  conceive  it  to  be,  it 
will  follow  that  in  those  things  which  are  expressly  command- 
ed or  forbidden  by  the  law  of  God,  the  neglect  or  violation  of 
which  constitutes  actual  sin.  Christians,  as  such,  cannot  be 
conformed  to  this  world;  because  the  habit  of  wilful  violation 
of  the  law  of  God  vacates  the  Christian  character,  and  trans- 
fers all  who  are  thus  guilt}'  to  the  side  of  the  world.  They 
are  "not  of  God;"  and  the  exhortation  to  such,  must  be  dif- 
ferent from  that  in  the  text — it  must  be  to  repent  and  turn 
to  God. 

It  also  follows,  that  the  crime  of  conformity  to  this  world 
cannot  be  charged  against  Christians,  because  they  are  found 
pursuing  the  same  callings,  occupations,  and  professions- 
which  are  also  followed  by  the  people  of  the  world.  A  Chris- 
tian magistrate,  a  Christian  law^^er,  a  Christian  merchant, 
farmer,  tradesman,  or  mechanic,  is  not,  therefore,  conformed 
to  the  world,  because  the  great  majorit}^  which  follow  those 
callings  are  irreligious  men;  the  callings  themselves  are  law- 
ful and  necessary  to  maintain  the  state  of  the  world;  and  well 
were  it  for  the  world,  and  for  its  business,  were  they  more 
followed  by  religious  characters. 

Now,  though  this  is  undoubtedly  true,  yet  if  Christians 
follow  their  respective  callings  uj)on  the  same  principles, 
with  the  same  motives,  and  to  the  same  ends,  with  the  men 
of  the  world — if  their  Christian  profession  does  not  in  some 
discernible  point  display  its  influence — as  no  distinction  can 
be  perceived,  no  difference  can  be  made.  The  line  is  not  drawn 
— they  must  be  classed  with  the  followers  of  this  world. 

The  inquiry  being  thus  narrowed  within  proper  limits,  we 
are  instructed  that  the  conformity  with  this  world,  against 
which  Christians  are  exhorted,  is  to  be  sought  for,  chiefly,  in 


NON-CONFORMITY   WITH  THE   WORLD.  363 

tlie  accommodations,  iDdulgences,  and  gratifications  with 
which  the  present  life  is  provided  by  the  goodness  of  God. 
But  as  the  rational  and  thankful  enjoyment  of  heaven's  mer- 
cies can  never  be  charged  with  guilt,  it  must  be  in  the  excess 
or  abuse  of  them  that  the  world  transgresses,  and  in  which 
the  Christian  is  exhorted  not  to  be  conformed  to  its  example. 

Thus  is  the  inquiry  brought  to  a  point,  my  brethren,  and 
to  such  a  point  as  puts  within  the  reach  of  every  serious 
Christian,  the  ready  determination  of  this  very  and  increas- 
ingly important  subject.  Whatever  exceeds  the  measure  of 
temperance  in  enjoyment,  whatever  amounts  to  extravagance 
in  self-indulgence,  whatever  is  inordinate  in  the  desire  or 
pursuit — as  in  all  these  respects,  what  is  here  styled  "this 
M'orld"  plainly  and  visibly  transgresses  against  the  voice  of 
reason  and  religion,  therefore,  the  Christian  is  exhorted  to 
pursue  a  different  course,  and  one  more  conformable  to  his 
high  and  heavenly  calling — to  his  holy  profession. 

That  this  method  of  deciding  between  conformity  and  non- 
conformity with  the  world  is  amply  sufficient  for  all  practical 
purposes,  will  be  evident  from  an  example.  In  the  lawful 
endeavor  to  better  his  condition  in  the  world,  and  provide 
for  the  wants  and  accommodations  of  the  j^resent  life,  the 
gospel  enjoins  upon  the  Christian,  industry,  care,  and  dili- 
gence. But  if,  in  the  performance  of  this  necessary  duty^ 
his  affections  become  filled  with  the  love  of  monej',  either 
for  its  own  sake,  or  through  desire  of  the  indulgences  of 
which  it  is  the  ready  minister — hardening  his  heart  and 
closing  his  hand  against  the  poor  and  needy,  or  tempting 
him  to  unrighteous  gain  through  extortion  and  fraud,  for  the 
gratification  of  sensual  indulgence — the  use  degenerates  into 
the  abuse;  the  "love  of  the  world  and  of  the  things  that  are 
in  it,"  supersedes  "the  love  of  the  Father,"  and  conformity 
with  the  course  of  its  idolatry  and  folly  marks  him  in  the 
number  of  those  who,  being  unfaithful  in  the  unrighteous 
mamnion,  shall  not  be  entrusted  with  the  true  riches.  In 
like  manner,  my  brethren,  of  every  duty  relative  to  our 
wordly  condition,  and  of  eveiy  enjoyment  permitted  us  in  it. 
If  the  pursuit  of  it  interferes  with  the  higher  duties  we  owe 
to  God  and  our  neighbor,  or  the  indulgence  in  it  endangers 
the  interests  of  our  immortal  souls,  it  amounts  to  that  sinful 


364  NON-CONFORMITY   WITH   THE   WOELD. 

conformitj  to  this  world  against  which  we  are  exhorted  in 
the  words  of  my  text.  The  Cliristian's  charter  as  to  the 
things  of  the  world  is  liberal  and  bountiful — "God  giveth  us 
all  things  richly  to  enjoy."  J3ut  as  they  are  only  shadows 
of  better  things,  types  of  a  better  and  more  enduring  sub- 
stance, and,  as  such,  a  part  of  our  trial,  tlie  Christian  is 
atiectionately  exhorted  "ti*  use  this  world  as  not  abusing  it — 
to  make  to  himself  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteous- 
ness," in  order  to  ensure  the  true  riches. 

Doubtless  it  has  been  the  secret  wish  of  many  besides  my- 
self, that  the  Scriptures  had  been  so  framed  as  to  enumerate 
and  point  out  the  various  details  which  are  embraced  in  the 
general  principles  therein  laid  down  for  our  direction.  Par- 
ticularly in  the  case  under  consideration  are  we  disposed  to 
wish  that  the  apostle  had  minutely  described  the  component 
parts  of  this  wide  extended  and  growing  corruption  of  the 
gospel.  But  it  is  a  weak,  though,  I  trust,  not  a  wicked  wish, 
my  brethren.  Suflicient  is  done  for  us,  if  we  would  only 
make  that  honest  application  of  divine  counsel  which  its  im- 
portance calls  for.  But,  alas!  "we  come  not  to  the  light,  lest 
our  deeds  should  be  reproved."  The  world,  indeed,  is  mighty, 
its  temptations  jjowerful,  and  its  rewards  enticing;  but  it 
passeth  away,  and  no  j^lace  shall  be  found  for  it.  Let  the 
Christian,  then,  look  beyond.  Let  him  direct  the  eye  of 
faith  to  an  incorruptible  inheritance  of  glory  made  ready  for 
every  good  and  faitliful  servant.  Thus  shall  the  tem^jtations 
of  the  world  lose  their  power,  and  the  counsel  of  God's  holy 
word  be  sufficient  to  guide  him  through  their  seducing  van- 
ities, to  keep  him  from  conformity  with  its  unhallowed 
ways,  and  to  bring  him  in  triumph  to  everlasting  habitations 
of  never-ending  felicity. 

As  we  can  thus  derive  from  the  Sci'iptures  what  is  amply 
sufficient  to  instruct  us  on  the  duty  of  non-conformity  with 
the  world,  so  are  we  also  furnislied  with  means  to  draw  that 
line  of  separation  between  the  world  and  religion,  which 
must  not  be  passed  over  if  we  would  retain  our  Christian 
character.  And  here,  my  brethren,  as  the  main  difficulty  of 
the  present  times  arises  from  the  gaieties  and  amusements  of 
the  world,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  them.  The  question, 
then,  is:  How  far  can  the  Christian  partake  of  them?  To  this 
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I  answer,  In  so  far  as  they  are  not  in  themselves  sinful,  or 
have  no  tendency  to  lead  tu  sin  in  otiiers,  the  Christian  can 
freely  partake  of  them:  be^'ond  this  he  cannot  go.  But  ano- 
ther question  arises.  Things  in  themselves  innocent  become 
criminal  by  excess.  Can  the  Christian  partake  of  what  is 
innocent,  and  leave  the  excess  to  the  world?  To  this  I  an- 
swer, No:  the  Christian  cannot  consistently  countenance  that, 
over  the  excess  and  abuse  of  which  he  has  no  contrul.  But, 
not  to  multiply  examples,  as  the  gaieties  and  amusements 
contended  for  all  savor  of  extravagance  and  dissipation,  it  is 
but  to  inquire  whence  they  S]n-ung  and  by  whom  they  are 
delighted  in  and  followed,  to  put  to  flight  the  sophistry  that 
would  plead  for  them  as  becoming  among  Christians.  Are 
they  of  Heathen  or  of  Christian  origin?  Are  they  of  God  or 
of  the  world?  Do  the  godly  or  the  ungodly  delight  in  and 
follow  them?  And  as  the  answer  shall  in  truth  be,  so  let  the 
line  be  drawn  by  every  serious  Christian,  and,  when  drawn, 
obsei'ved.  For  by  what  other  name  than  "conformity  with 
this  world"  can  it  be  called,  when  professing  Christians  are 
found  partaking  of  the  revelings,  banquetings,  and  abomina- 
ble idolatries,  which  the  profane  and  irreligious  follow  and 
delight  in?  Is  it  by  such  a  use  of  the  mercies  of  God  that 
they  "present  their  bodies  to  him  as  a  living  sacrifice,  holy 
and  acceptable?"  Or  is  it  not  rather  "yielding  their  mem- 
bers, as  instruments  of  unrighteousness,  unto  sin?"  Upon  the 
same  principle  may  the  line  be  drawn  in  all  other  cases,  the 
excess  in  which  is  sinful.  And  if  this  shall  be  faithfully 
done  by  professing  Christians,  a  gi-eat  reproach  will  be  rolled 
away  from  the  religion  of  the  gospel,  and  the  ungodly  (this 
world)  the  sooner  be  ashamed  of  their  frivolous  and  sinful 
dissipations. 

I  come  now  to  conclude  with  .  an  enforcement  of  the  duty 
from  the  obligations  we  come  under  as  professing  Christians. 

And,  here,  my  brethren,  while  I  feel  grieved  that  an  en- 
forcement of  this  duty  should  be  so  universally  necessary, 
and  particularly  grieved,  that  so  many  who  call  themselves 
Episcopalians  should  stand  in  need  of  edification  on  this 
point,  I  am  happy  that  no  just  view  of  the  religion  we  pro- 
fess gives  any  countenance  or  support  to  this  error. 

This  is  evidenced  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gospel.     As 
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"Jesus  Christ  gave  himself  for  our  sins,  tliat  he  might  de- 
liver us  from  this  present  evil  world,"  so  separation  from  the 
world,  dedication  to  the  service  of  God,  and  obedience  mito 
life,  are  the  conditions  on  which  the  promises  of  God  are 
made  to  us.  "Wherefore,  come  out  from  among  them  and 
be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean 
thing,  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  I  will  be  a  father  unto  you, 
and  ye  shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters,  saith  tlie  Lord  God 
Almighty." 

As  this  is  evidenced  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gospel,  so 
is  it  confirmed  by  the  entire  structure  of  our  faith  and  form 
of  professing  it.  Of  this  a  more  striking  illustration  cannot 
be  given  than  is  afforded  in  that  solemn  sacrament,  which  is 
the  commencement  of  the  Christian  life,  and  whereby  alone 
we  are  taken  out  of  the  world  and  adopted  into  the  family  of 
God.  As  this  divine  institution  is  the  seal  of  our  regenera- 
tion, or  renewal  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  all  religious  instruction, 
exhortation,  and  endeavor  is  grafted  upon  it,  nor  is  it  possi- 
ble to  present  a  Scriptural  hope  to  a  fallen  creature,  which  is 
not  founded  on  the  promises  then  made,  and  the  obligations 
then  undertaken.  Would  to  God  that  all  those  who  have 
received  its  seal  would  but  consider  more  seriousl}'  the  high 
responsibilities  they  have  come  under,  the  grace  they  are 
slighting,  and  the  judgment  they  are  in  hourly  danger  of 
encountering! 

Now  I  take  upon  me  to  say,  that  the  most  prominent  ob- 
ligation undertaken  at  our  baptism,  is,  non-conformity  with 
the  world.  "Dost  thou  renounce  the  devil  and  all  his  works, 
the  vain  pomp  and  glory  of  the  world,  with  all  covetous  de- 
sires of  the  same,  and  the  sinful  desires  of  tlie  flesh,  so  that 
thou  wilt  not  follow  nor  be  led  by  them?"  "I  renounce  them 
all,"  says  the  applicant  for  baptism,  whether  adult  or  infant. 
"I  renounce  the  devil,"  as  the  god  of  this  world.  "I  renounce 
the  world"  itself,  in  the  lust  of  the  eyes  and  the  pride  of  life; 
and  "I  renounce  the  sinful  desires  of  the  flesh,"  in  those  gra- 
tifications which  are  earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish.  What 
shall  we  say,  then,  to  these  things,  my  brethren?  How  shall 
baptized  persons  make  void  their  own  solemn  contract  with 
Almighty  God?  How  shall  professing  Christians  escape  from 
their  repeatedly  ratified  renunciation  of  the  world  over  the 
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^Droten  body  and  shed  blood  of  their  Redeemer  and  Saviourf 
My  baptized  liearers,  thei'e  is  no  escape  from  this  obligation. 
My  professing  brethren,  there  is  no  escape  from  this  duty 
but  at  the  peril  of  your  immortal  souls.  You  have  put  your 
band  to  the  plough,  and  must  not  look  back.  "Eoliness  to 
the  Lord"  is  stamped  upon  every  baptized  forehead  with  tiie 
seal  of  the  Spirit.  Wash  not  out  the  sacred  mark  with  the 
pollutions  of  the  world!  Ilather,  O  rather,  renew  and  refresh 
the  fading  impression  in  that  atoning  blood  which  cleanseth 
from  all  sin;  and  be  entreated  by  the  mercies  of  God  "that 
yQ  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable 
unto  God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service;  and  be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world." 

In  a  very  particular  manner  is  this  subject,  and  the  duties 
which  grow  out  of  it,  pressed  upon  the  most  serious  at- 
tention of  those  who  have  this  day  publicly  taken  upon  them- 
selves aiad  renewed  with  God  their  baptismal  engagements 
in  the  rite  of  confirmation.  Having  solemnly,  with  their 
own  mouth  and  consent,  and  openly  before  the  Church,  re- 
nounced the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  they  can  no 
longer  be  seen  in  the  idol's  temple  without  a  surrender  of 
every  thing  that  marks  either  the  sacredness  or  the  consist- 
ency of  a  Christian  profession,  and  without  incurring  the  far 
more  fearful  risk  of  grieving  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  quenching 
liis  good  motions  in  their  hearts,  to  the  decay  and  downfall 
of  the  religious  principle,  to  the  destruction  of  that  good  hope 
which  the  gospel  imparts  to  the  sincere  and  faithful,  and  to 
the  substitution  of  that  miserable  delusion,  of  a  form  of  god- 
liness Avithout  the  power  thereof,  under  which  so  many,  who 
will  be  the  friends  of  the  world,  are  deceiving  their  own  souls. 
But,  my  brethren,  who  have  this  day  witnessed  a  good  con- 
fession, keep  in  mind  to  what  you  are  now  pledged,  that  you 
may  adorn  your  Christian  profession;  for  only  by  enduring 
to  the  end  can  you  reap  the  reward  laid  up  for  you  in  the 
heavenly  kingdom  of  your  Saviour,  who  warns  you — "If  any 
man  draw  back,  my  soul  shall  have  no  pleasure  in  him."  You 
must,  indeed,  go  back  to  your  respective  callings  in  the 
world;  you  must  meet  the  temptations  incident  to  your  state 
of  trial.  But  you  go  back  armed  against  their  power,  and 
furnished  to  resist  their  seductions,  with  the  promises  of  God 
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renewed,  and  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spieit  pledged,  and  tlfe 
aid  and  countenance,  and  the  counsel  and  the  prayers,  of  the 
people  of  God,  engaged  for  your  encouragement  and  support. 
Above  all,  your  Redeemer  takes  you  by  the  hand  and  bids- 
you  look  to  his  example,  and  thence  learn  how  to  overcome 
the  world;  and  to  strengthen  you  against  its  most  powerful 
snares,  he  tells  you  to  "be  faithful  unto  death,  and  he  wiB 
give  yon  a  crown  of  life.'^ 


SEKMON  XXXI. 


PARABLE   OF   THE   TALENTS. 


Matthew  xxv.  14 — 30. 

For  the  kingdom  of  heftven  is  ns  a  man  travelling  into  a  far  country,  who 
called  bis  own  servants,  and  delivered  unto  them  his  goods.  And  unto  one 
he  gave  five  talents,  to  another  two,  and  to  another  one;  to  every  man  ac- 
cording to  his  several  ability;  and  straightway  took  his  journey.  Then  he 
that  had  received  the  five  talents,  went  and  traded  with  the  same,  and  made 
them  other  five  talents.  And  likewise  he  that  had  received  two,  he  also 
gained  other  two.  But  he  that  had  received  one,  went  and  digged  in  the 
eartJi,  and  hid  his  lord's  money.  After  a  long  time  the  lord  of  those  servants 
Cometh,  and  reckoneth  with  them.  And  so  he  that  had  received  five  talents, 
came  and  brought  other  five  talents,  saying,  Lord,  thou  deliveredst  unto  me 
five  talents:  behold,  I  have  gained  besides  them  five  talents  more.  His  lord 
said  unto  him.  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant;  thou  hast  been 
faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  tliee  ruler  over  many  things:  enter 
thou  into  the  joj'  of  thy  lord.  He  also  that  had  received  two  talents  came, 
and  said,  Lord,  thou  deliveredst  unto  me  two  talents:  behold,  I  have  gained 
two  ether  talents  besides  them.  His  lord  said  unto  him.  Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant;  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee 
ruler  over  many  things:  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  lord.  Then  he  which 
had  received  the  one  talent  came,  and  said.  Lord,  I  knev/  thee  that  thou  art 
a  hard  man,  reaping  where  thou  hast  not  sown,  and  gathering  where  thou 
hast  not  strewed:  and  I  was  afraid,  and  went  and  hid  thy  talent  in  the  earth; 
lo,  there  thou  hast  that  is  thine.  His  lord  answered  and  said  unto  him. 
Thou  wicked  and  slothful  servant,  thou  knewest  that  I  reap  where  I  sowed 
not,  and  gather  where  I  have  not  strewed:  thou  oughtest  therefore  to  ha-we 
put  my  monej'  to  the  exchangers,  and  then  at  my  coming  I  should  have  re- 
ceived mine  own  with  usury.  Take  therefore  the  talent  from  him,  and  give 
it  unto  him  which  hath  ten  talents.  For  uuto  every  one  that  hath  shall  be 
given,  and  he  shall  have  abundance:  but  from  him  that  hath  not  shall  be  takan 
away  even  that  which  he  hath.  And  cast  ye  the  unprofitable  servant  into 
outer  dai-kness:  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

This  is  a  loug  text,  my  friends,  but  I  am  very  sure  that 
none  but  inspired  wisdom  could  say  so  much  in  as  few  words. 
"Were  it  proper  to  speak  absolutely  and  without  qualification 
of  the  importance  to  us  of  different  passages  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  I  should  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  that  one  which 
I  have  just  read,  of  more  value  than  any  other.    JBut  as-  it 
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would  be  presumptuous  to  give  an  unqualified  preference  to 
■a  part,  where  all  is  of  vital  interest  and  unspeakable  value, 
I  will  only  say  this,  that  for  practical  use  and  general  appli- 
cation it  is  more  happily  and  wisely  adapted  than  any  other 
single  passage  in  the  word  of  God. 

The  mysterious  doctrines  of  our  religion,  by  which  I  mean 
those  which  are  above  our  reason,  and  derive  their  value  and 
importance  to  us  from  their  Author,  and  from  their  intimate 
connexion  with  the  whole  jDlan  of  redemption — such  as  the 
•doctrine  of  the  Trinitj^,  tlie  incarnation  of  the  second  person 
in  that  ineffable  union,  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  the  ope- 
ration of  divine  grace  in  our  hearts,  with  many  otliers  that 
might  be  named — deserve  all  the  attention  which  Christians 
can  give  them,  and  are  to  be  received  and  believed,  simply 
on  the  authority  of  the  Revealer.  The  preceptive  parts  of 
Christianity,  also,  being  consonant  to  the  highest  reason,  and 
the  purest  morality,  and  productive  of  all  the  happinees  mor- 
tals can  attain  to,  demand,  on  the  ground  both  of  duty  and 
of  interest,  the  most  hearty  and  diligent  observance.  Yet 
they  nevertheless  want  that  familiar  application  to  each  one's 
personal  concerns,  that  concentration,  if  I  may  so  speak,  of  all 
that  both  doctrine  and  precept  lead  to,  which  we  find  in  the 
parable  of  the  talents.  So  lively  and  forcible  is  the  lesson 
therein  contained,  that  no  one  can  read  it  attentively,  with- 
out feeling  the  immediate  bearing  it  has  upon  himself,  as  an 
accountable  creature;  without  perceiving,  at  a  glance,  as  it 
were,  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  religion  of  the  gospel, 
and  the  exceeding  goodness  of  God  our  Saviour  in  furnish- 
ing accountable  creatures  for  tliat  judgment,  whose  equitable 
rule  is  manifested  in  the  parable,  by  example. 

The  great  purpose  of  the  present  life,  and  the  object  of 
public  instruction  from  the  pulpit,  being  to  awaken  men  to 
the  care  of  their  souls,  and  to  prepare  them  for  another  and 
a  better,  to  that  end  I  shall  consider  the  parable  in  my  text, 
not  in  a  minute  subdivision  of  the  doctrines,  but  as  a  general 
fund  of  instruction  and  exhortation. 

By  the  word  "talent"  we  are  not  to  understand  any  one 
particuhir  qualification  or  advantage,  either  temporal  or  spir- 
itual, either  of  mind,  body,  or  estate;  but,  whatever  in  the 
present  life  can  be  applied  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and 
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the  good  of  our  fellow  creatures.  This  is  the  best  practical 
exphiuution  of  tlie  word  wliich  I  can  give  you;  the  most  com- 
prehensive in  its  application;  the  most  consonant  with  tlie 
duties  arising  from  the  unequal  condition  of  this  life,  which 
it  is  one  great  object  of  Christianity  to  ecpiali^^e;  and  the  one 
which  agrees  the  most  perfectly  with  the  equity  of  that  judg- 
ment, in  which  we  shall  all  soon  have  to  meet  our  God.  This, 
my  friends,  is  what  gives  to  this  passage  of  Scripture  its  pe- 
culiar force  and  impression.  Do  what  we  will,  we  can  escape 
from  the  lairness  and  reasonableness  of  its  application  no 
otherwise,  than  by  putting  away  from  us  every  religious  con- 
sideration, and  desperately  shutting  our  eyes,  and  closing 
our  cars,  and  hardening  our  hearts,  against  the  united  testi- 
mony of  revelation  and  conscience. 

Another  remark,  more  applicable  to  this  parable,  perhaps, 
than  to  any  which  our  Lokd  put  forth,  and  well  worthy  of 
your  notice,  is  this — there  is  in  it  no  difficulty  of  interpreta- 
tion. The  moral  is  not  hid  in  the  depth  of  the  allusion,  nor 
can  an  erroneous  mystical  meaning  be  drawn  from  it.  It 
comes  home  tu  the  every  day  business  of  human  life;  sets  be- 
fore us,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken,  one  grand  and  lead- 
ing principle  for  the  regulation  of  conduct,  embracing  ever}' 
possible  condition  in  this  our  probationary  state;  and  presents 
religion  to  our  notice  and  regard,  not  as  a  system  of  specula- 
tive truth,  but  as  a  faithful,  active,  and  diligent  improvement 
of  whatever  God  hath  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  us. 

This  much  may  suffice  as  to  the  importance  of  the  parable 
itself.     The  instruction  we  ma}^  draw  from  it,  is  as  follows: 

I.  First.  Whatever  our  condition  in  the  present  life  may 
be,  it  is  the  appointment  of  a  wise  and  gracious  God,  who 
proportions  his  gifts,  not  by  an  arbitrary  and  capricious 
choice,  but  by  the  fixed  and  settled  order  of  that  Providence 
in  which  he  governs  the  universe;  and  with  a  foresight  of  the 
part  each  individual  has  to  act.  This  is  clearly  pointed  out 
to  us  in  the  commencement  of  the  parable — "He  called  his 
own  servants,  and  delivered  unto  them  his  goods;  to  every 
man  according  to  his  several  ability." 

Tiiis  doctrine,  we  are  all  ready  enough  to  admit;  but  we 
do  not  extend  it  as  far  as  we  ought,  being  disposed  to  confine 
it  to  those  qualifications  of  mind  and  body  which  are  con- 
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fessedly  not  of  our  own  procuring  in  any  sense,  such  as  beau- 
ty or  deformity  of  person,  liealth  and  strength  of  body,  sound- 
ness of  mind,  with  all  the  grades  of  genius,  as  it  is  called,  in 
other  words,  a  capacity  to  acquire  knowledge,  either  gene- 
rally or  in  some  particular  branch  of  science,  together  with 
situations  in  life,  productive  of  events,  whether  good  or  evil, 
which  leavet  a  permanent  character  behind  them.  These, 
and  such  like,  we  readily  enough  attribuj;e,  at  least  in  words, 
to  the  special  gift  of  God.  But  to  entertain  this  doctrine  as 
we  ought,  we  must  include  much  moi'e;  even  all  that  is  not 
evidently  the  result  of  our  own  crimes  and  follies.  These 
last,  indeed,  are  provided,  both  for  and  against,  in  tiie  infinite 
comprehension  of  God's  overruling  wisdom;  but  they  can 
never  be  considered  as  talents,  that  is,  as  iraproveable  gifts; 
for  in  so  doing,  we  should  make  God  the  author  of  sin.  Hence, 
my  brethren,  we  are  instructed,  that  our  original  condition, 
as  respects  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  of  birth  and  for- 
tune, the  moral  qualities  of  temper  and  disposition,  the 
means,  time,  and  opportunity  afforded,  are  all  in  the  number 
of  those  gifts  of  God,  here  represented  to  us  by  the  word 
"talent."  To  the  inquiry,  why  to  one  is  given  five,  to  ano- 
ther two,  and  to  another  one?  we  can  give  no  other  answer, 
than  that  infinite  goodness  and  wisdom  so  willed;  nor  are  we 
concerned  to  know.  Indeed,  no  benefit  could  arise  from  the 
knowledge,  beyond  the  satisfaction  of  a  vain  curiosity.  The 
point  of  wisdom  for  us  to  be  engaged  about  is,  the  number 
and  magnitude  of  those  committed  to  ourselves.  We  have 
not  to  answer  for  each  otlier — "Every  one  shall  give  account 
of  himself  to  God." 

11.  Secondly.  We  are  instructed  from  the  text,  that  what- 
ever we  possess,  be  it  more  or  be  it  less,  is  not  our  own,  in 
the  sense  we  attach  to  ownership.  All  should  be  considered 
as  the  property  of  the  "Giver  of  everj'  good  and  perfect  gift,*^ 
to  be  used  in  his  service,  and  applied  according  to  his  direc- 
tion. We  hold  in  trust,  my  brethren,  and  a  trust  of  a  com- 
plicated nature. 

First,  and  in  the  highest  sense,  to  the  use,  honor,  and  glorj 
of  the  giver.  "Wiiether  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatever  ye  do, 
do  all  to  the  glory  of  God;"  which  means,  briefly,  this — to 
keep  a  continual  sense  of  God  upon  our  minds,,  and  truly  to 
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iDteud  and  earnestly  to  promote  the  advancement  of  his 
kingdom  among  men,  in  tlje  prevalence  of  righteousness, 
mercy,  and  truth  in  the  world. 

Secondly,  to  our  own  benefit  and  advantage,  in  a  temi>er- 
ate,  thankful  use  of  his  blessings,  and  in  a  diligent  improve- 
ment of  whatever  he  has  bestowed  upon  us,  "God  giveth  us 
all  things  richly,  to  enjoy."  lie  debai-s  us  from  nothing  that 
is  not  in  some  shape  hurtful  to  us.  Of  this,  our  own  experi- 
ence, as  well  as  that  of  others,  is  a  constant  witness.  And  it 
is  a  mistaken  view  of  the  Christian  doctrine  of  self-denial,  or 
mortification  of  the  body,  which  extends  it  to  things  innocent 
in  themselves,  and  possessing  no  tendency,  eitlier  directly  or 
by  consequence,  to  injure  us  in  soul,  body,  or  estate.  But 
though  this  is  undoubtedly  true,  yet  sucii  is  the  fatal  propen- 
sity of  our  fleshly  minds  to  run  to  excess  in  tiie  indulgence 
of  appetite,  in  the  pursuit  of  pleasure,  falsely  so  called,  that 
it  is  safer  to  follow  St.  Paul's  example,  and  "to  keep  the 
body  under;"  rather  to  abridge  our  gratifications,  yea,  to  deny 
ourselves  in  things  laM'ful  and  permitted,  than  to  risk  their 
becoming  an  occasion  of  falling  in  ourselves  or  a  stumbling 
block  to  others.  "ISTo  man  liveth  unto  himself;"  so  that  even 
our  enjoyments  partake  of  the  character  of  duties,  and  must 
be  regulated  by  the  etiect  they  are  calculated  to  produce,  both 
on  ourselves  and  others. 

Thirdly:  we  hold  our  worldly  advantages,  indeed  our  spir- 
itual ones  also,  in  trust  for  tlie  benefit  of  others.  "Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,"  is  the  sum  and  substance  of 
the  second  table,  as  it  is  called,  of  Goo's  law.  On  which  I 
will  only  observe,  that  the  least  that  can  be  allowed  concern- 
ing this  duty,  is,  that  the  principle  be  as  strong  as  our  self- 
love.  A  hard  saying,  my  brethren,  and  no  otherwise  to  be 
fulfilled,  than  by  the  succor  and  help  of  God's  Holt  Spikit! 
Tor  however  natural  it  may  be,  that  children  of  the  same 
family  should  love  one  another,  yet  so  strong  is  self,  that 
*'with  men  it  is  impossible,  though  not  with  God." 

In  this  trust  for  others  there  are  also  degrees. 

First,  our  own  families.  "If  any  provide  not  for  his  own, 
and  specially  for  those  of  his  own  house,  (or  kindred,)  he  hath 
denied  the  faith  (perverted  the  gospel)  and  is  worse  than  an 
infidel." 
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ISText,  for  our  Christian  brethren.  "As  we  liave  opportu- 
nity, let  us  do  good  unto  all  men,  especially  unto  them  who 
are  of  the  household  of  faith." 

Thirdly,  for  the  poor  and  needy,  the  suffering  and  afflicted. 
"Pure  religion,  before  God  and  the  Father,  is  this,  to  visit 
the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction." 

This,  my  brethren,  is  to  give  our  Loed's  money  to  the  ex- 
changers, in  the  genuine  sense.  And  it  is  not  without  pur- 
pose and  connexion,  that  this  weighty  parable  immediately 
l)recedes  the  description  of  the  judgment  of  the  great  day. 
"I  was  an  hungered  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat;  I  was  thirsty 
and  ye  gave  me  no  drink;  I  was  naked  and  ye  clothed  me 
not;  sick,  and  in  j^rison,  and  ye  visited  me  not."  "Lord, 
^vhen  saw  we  thee  in  such  case,  and  did  not  jninister  to  thee?" 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye 
did  it  not  to  me."  O  what  a  beautiful  and  touching  repre- 
sentation is  this,  my  brethren,  of  the  interest  our  Lord  takes 
in  his  people!  What  an  affecting  application  of  his  last  com- 
mandment, that  we  "should  love  one  another  even  as  he 
loved  us!"  And  behold  how  wisely  he  hath  provided,  that 
none  should  consider  themselves  exemj^t  from  the  duty,  be- 
cause of  the  smallness  of  their  means.  "For,"  says  he,  "who- 
ever shall  give  to  drink,  unto  one  of  these  little  ones,  a  cup 
of  cold  water  only  in  the  name  of  a  disciple,  verily  I  say  unto 
you,  he  shall  in  no  wise  lose  his  reward." 

III.  A  third  head  of  instruction  wliich  we  may  draw  from 
the  text  is,  the  necessity  of  consideration.  "Lord,  thou  de- 
liveredst  unto  me  five  talents." 

Hence  we  learn,  that  the  person  to  whom  they  w^ere  given 
made  his  own  individual  condition,  the  advantages  he  was 
possessed  of,  tlie  subject  of  careful  consideration;  otherwise 
he  could  never  have  ascertained  what  he  was  entrusted  with 
so  as  to  make  the  required  use  of  them.  This,  my  brethren, 
lies  at  the  root  of  all  advancement  or  improvement  of  con- 
dition, whether  temporal  or  spiritual.  Experience  teaches 
us  that,  even  in  worldly  things,  there  can  be  no  success,  no 
increase,  no  improvement,  without  considering  carefully 
what  our  means  are  for  the  attainment  of  any  proposed  end; 
and  then  applying  them  steadily  and  diligently  to  that  end. 

Worldly  men  are  well  aware  of  the  advantage  of  singleness 
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of  intention,  of  having-  one  main  leading  object  in  view  and 
directing  their  tlioughts  and  otforts  chiefly  to  its  advance- 
ment, bending  every  circumstance  in  life  to  the  one  purpose- 
which  occupies  their  desire.  And  herein  "the  children  of 
this  world  are  in  their  generation  wiser  than  the  children  of 
light;"  for  rarely  indeed,  are  they  disappointed,  who  thus  lay 
themselves  out  for  a  portion  in  time.  How  much  more 
strongly,  then,  does  this  apply  to  our  spiritual  concerns!  How 
much  more  deserving  of  serious  consideration  and  diligent 
engagement  are  our  everlasting  interests!  How  deeply  are 
we  all  interested  to  ascertain  what  is  entrusted  to  us,  when 
it  is  so  expressly  set  before  us  that  improvement  and  nothing 
but  improvement,  will  be  accepted  at  our  hands.  Even  the 
unprofitable  servant  appears  to  have  considered  and  reasoned 
on  his  particular  trust,  "Lord,  1  knew  that  thou  wert  a  hard 
man."  He  was  aware  that  if  he  wasted  and  abused  his  lord's 
goods  he  would  be  punished.  To  guard,  therefore,  against 
that,  he  went  and  hid  his  talent  in  the  earth.  "When  called 
to  account,  he  returned  what  was  committed  to  him  safe  and 
uninjured,  "Lo,  there  thou  hast  that  is  thine."  But,  alas!  it 
was  unimproved,  and  therefore  could  not  be  received. 

Oh!  what  a  lesson,  my  hearers,  should  this  be  to  us  all.  If 
simple  neglect,  if  inadvertence  and  inconsideration,  are  thus- 
criminal,  and  consigned  to  "outer  darkness,  to  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth,"  what  must  be  the  unutterable  misery  of 
those  who  are  spendthrifts  alike  of  temporal  and  spiritual 
treasure?  Who  to  carelessness,  neglect,  and  light  estimation 
of  what  is  committed  to  them,  add  waste  and  abuse,  perver- 
sion and  prostitution  of  God's  mercies — call  their  talents  their 
own,  and  in  the  face  of  warning  and  example  lay  them  out 
in  the  purchase  of  eternal  death?  "0  consider  this,  ye  that  for- 
get God,"  while  it  is  yet  in  your  power  to  redeem  the  time 
by  repentance. 

lY.  The  fourth  and  last  point  I  shall  present  for  your  in- 
struction is,  the  fairness  and  equity  of  God's  method  of  deal- 
ing with  his  creatures.  He  requires  only  in  proportion  as 
Le  gives,  and  he  rewards  according  to  the  improvement  made. 
"Unto  every  one  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have 
abundance;  but  from  him  that  hath  not  shall  be  taken  away 
even  that  which  he  hath."    This  passage  of  Scripture,  as  it 
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is  the  moral  of  the  parable,  can  be  explained  and  understood 
no  otherwise  than  of  the  improvement  which,  as  rational,  ac- 
countable* beings,  we  are  bound,  both  by  duty  and  interest, 
to  make  of  what  God  is  j^leased  to  bestow  upon  us  in  tlie 
present  life;  and  the  proceeding  is  so  accordant  with  our 
natural  notions  of  right,  that  we  act  upon  it,,  even  instinctive- 
ly, in  whatever  it  applies  to.  How  fair  and  equitable,  tiien, 
that  God  should  measure  out  to  us  by  the  same  rule!  "Take 
heed,  therefore,  for  with  what  measure  ye  mete,  it  sliall  be 
measured  to  you  again." 

Some  of  us,  perhaps,  may  be  disposed  to  think  with  the 
unprofitable  servant  that  our  Lokd  is  "a  hard  man."  But  it 
is  not  so,  my  friends,  either  in  fact  or  yet  in  our  thoughts. 
Almighty  God  is  a  fair  and  bountiful  master;  yea,  our  God 
is  merciful,  of  which  every  soul  present  is  a  proof.  He  re- 
quires nothing  of  us  beyond  what  he  gives  us  ability  to  per- 
form, neither  is  it  true  that  we  think  him  a  hard  master. 
Hard  and  severe  masters  are  generally  very  punctually 
obeyed  and  diligently  served;  and  such  would  be  the  effect 
upon  us  were  it  our  real  sentiment.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
the  secret  thought  of  too  many  is,  that  he  is  more  merciful 
than  his  own  word  declares  hiui  to  be;  taking  license  from 
this  delusion  to  sin  openly  against  him;  drawing  from  the 
death  and  sufferings  of  his  dear  Son,  not  a  proof  of  God's  in- 
describable hatred  of  sin,  but  an  argument  to  sin  more  securely; 
and  thus  making  Christ  the  minister  of  sin,  and  "turning 
the  grace  of  God  into  lasciviousness,"  by  laying  the  flattering 
unction  to  their  souls,  that  after  all  they  shall  escape  the 
eternal  punishment  of  God's  revealed  wrath.  But  let  such 
think  this  with  themselves  again,  that  if  simple  neglect — 
failure  to  improve — is  justly  sufficient  to  drive  those  who 
thus  act,  from  his  presence  for  ever — if  it  includes  a  forfeiture 
of  tlie  reward  offered  by  grace  to  faith  and  obedience  through 
the  merits  of  Christ — how  much  more  shall  waste  and  abuse 
of  his  mercies,  contempt  of  his  word  and  commandment,  and 
open  rebellion  against  his  righteous  government,  draw  down 
upon  them  the  full  tempest  of  his  wrath  and  vengeance? 
"Who,  then,  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming?'^  "LokdI 
who  shall  dwell  in  thy  holy  hill?  He  that  hath  clean  hands 
and  a  pure  heart;  he  that  walketh  uprightly  and  worketh 
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Jrighteousness;"  he  that  by  the  iraproveinent  of  his  talent  hath 
"laid  up  in  store  a  good  foundation  against  the  time  to  come" 
' — who,  hy  care  and  diligence,  hath  "made  his  calling  and 
election  sure,''  and  attained  to  that  "holiness,  without  which 
no  man  shall  see  the  Lokd." 

Thus,  my  brethren  and  friends,  may  we  draw  from  the 
parable  in  my  text  instruction  as  to  the  nature  of  our  present 
life;  the  bearing  it  has  upon  that  whi<;h  is  to  come;  the  cou' 
dition  on  which  we  hold  the  varied  mercies  of  God's  bounti- 
ful providen€e;  the  account  we  have  to  render  of  them,  and 
the  unspeakable  consccpiences  which  await  the  use  we  shall 
make  of  them.  One  leading  thought  is  throughout  pressed 
upon  our  attention,  and  that  is,  improvement,  increase,  ad- 
vancement— in  other  words,  growth  in  grace.  Without  this 
the  moral  of  the  parable  shows  us  that  there  is  no  hope — no 
^ood  hope,  no  assurance — none  whatever.  "Lokd,  thou  de- 
liveredst  unto  me  live  talents,  behold,  I  have  gained  besides 
them  live  talents  more."  "Well  done."  "Lokd,  thou  deliv- 
eredst  unto  me  one  talent,  and  I  feared  thee  and  went  and 
hid  thy  talent  in  the  earth,  here  it  is."  "Thou  wicked  and 
slothful  servant."  And  I  notice  it  the  rather,  singly  and  by 
itself,  that  it  may  reach  your  attention  and  help  to  cut  up  by 
the  roots  the  delusion  under  which  so  many  labor,  that  if 
they  do  no  harm,  as  it  is  called,  if  they  are  orderly  and  de- 
cent in  outward  behaviour,  refraiji  from  the  more  gross  and 
out-breaking  practice  of  sin  and  wickedness,  from  the  vain 
dissipations  of  a  thoughtless  world,  and  are  in  fellowship  with 
some  denomination  of  professing  Christians,  all  is  w^ell — they 
are  in  a  safe  way  of  salvation.  But  what  says  my  text, 
brethren?  AVhere  is  the  increase  I  had  a  right  to  expect? 
Where  is  the  good  it  was  in  the  power  of  thine  hand  to  do 
with  my  goods?  Wherefore  didst  thou  not  give  my  money 
to  the  exchangers?  Take  the  unproductive  servant  and  cast 
him  into  outer  darkness!  Alas!  my  brethren,  let  us  be  no 
longer  secure  because  we  are  free  from  the  rankness  of  that 
sin  which  rules  in  the  children  of  disobedience.  When  we 
have  done  all,  we  ai'e  taught  to  consider  ourselves  as  unpro- 
fitable servants;  but  if  we  come  short  of.  that  improvement 
which  God  justly  requires  of  us,  we  shall  fe,  not  only  unpro- 
fitable, but  unproductive,  withered,  unfruitful  branches,  fit 
[Vol.  2,— *25.] 
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for  notliing  but  to  be  cast  into  the  fire  and  burned.  Oli!  let 
this  awakening  trutli  do  away  the  fatal  propensity  of  our  fal- 
len nature  to  curtail  the  duties  of  our  religious  state,  and 
pare  down  the  standard  of  the  gospel  to  our  own  unholy 
measure!  Let  it  startle  us  to  consider  afresh  what  God  hath 
committed  to  our  trust,  and,  with  a  fixed  conviction  that  it 
must  be  improved  at  the  peril  of  our  souls,  let  it  strengthen 
us  to  cut  off  the  right  hand,  to  pluck  out  the  right  eye,  of  our 
selfish  desires  and  unsanctified  affections,  putting  our  trust 
in  God  for  the  power  to  do  what  he  requires  of  us!  And  let 
those  who  consume  their  time  and  lay  out  their  means  in  the 
pursuit  of  pleasure  and  amusement  in  the  fashionable  follie& 
and  giddy  unthinking  vanities  of  the  times — who  are  alto- 
gether opposed  to  the  wise  restraints  and  salutary  self-denials 
of  the  gospel,  and  ask,  "Where  is  the  harm  in  a  little  innocent 
mirth  and  recreation?  as  they  term  the  round  of  folly; — let 
such  look  here  and  then  answer  their  own  question!  Let 
them  then  say  whether  there  is  not  a  cause  why  the  minis- 
ters of  Christ  should  lift  up  their  voices  lik:e  a  trumpet  to 
show  them  their  danger. 

Fruitful  as  this  particular  parable  is,  in  matter  "for  re- 
proof, for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness,"  and 
well  as  it  would  repay  a  wider  and  longer  range  of  consider- 
ation, I  must  leave  the  further  improvement  of  it  in  this  way 
to  your  own  sense  of  its  importance.  What  I  have  said  ujjon 
it  will,  I  trust,  be  helpful  to  your  private  meditations.  Re- 
member, that  whatever  you  have  or  are,  will  be  required  at 
your  hands  with  increase;  that  the  various  talents  of  reason 
and  understanding,  of  condition  in  life,  of  wealth  and  influ- 
ence, are  all  gifts,  improvable  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the- 
good  of  men;  that  your  children  and  servants^  your  relations 
and  neighbors,  are  not  only  in  themselves  talents  committed 
specially  to  your  care,  but  instruments  for  the  improvement 
and  application  of  reason,  condition  in  life,  wealth  and  influ- 
ence, to  the  spread  and  advancement,  the  increase  and  es- 
tablishment, of  religion  in  the  world.  Remember,  above  all, 
that  the  precious  talent  of  the  gospel  is  yours;  "the  wisdom 
that  cometli  down  from  above,"  "the  hope  that  maketh  not 
ashamed."  Let  each  one  of  you,  then,  "as  a  partaker  of  the 
manifold  grace  of  God,^*  ^Pply  this  parable  to  himself.   And 
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herein  will  be  your  true  wisdom,  my  friends,  for  it  will  most 
surely  be  applied  to  you,  in  that  awful  judgment,  which  the 
vanishing  away  of  our  passing  days  brings  nearer  and  nearer 
to  each  one  of  us.  O  that  this  undoubted  fact  may  lead  us 
all  to  think  more  deeply  of  the  great  and  comprehensive  tal- 
ent of  time,  that  it  neither  waits  nor  returns,  and  that  it  ends 
in  eternity. 

Let  me  then  exhort  you,  by  the  worth  of  your  immortal 
souls,  by  the  goodness  of  God,  by  the  love  of  Christ,  by  all 
the  mercies  of  your  condition,  by  the  strict  account  you  must 
give  of  them,  by  the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of  life,  by  the 
infinite  disproportion  between  things  temporal  and  eternal, 
yea,  by  the  waste  already  committed  in  your  trust  estate;  let 
me  beseech  you  to  lay  near  your  hearts  the  solemn  truths 
now  presented  to  you.  To  many  of  us,  my  brethren,  the  day 
is  far  spent,  the  night  is  at  hand,  the  judge  is  at  the  door.  O 
let  these  things  speak  to  us  of  preparing  to  meet  our  God! 
Let  us  honestly  examine  our  state.  Of  what  possible  advan- 
tage can  it  be  for  a  rational  creature  to  deceive  himself  in 
this  great  concern?  What  can  compensate  for  the  loss  of  our 
souls?  Let  them  speak  in  the  same  warning  voice  to  those, 
who  with  greener  years  fairly  look  for  a  longer  trial.  The 
young  have  their  talents  also  to  improve,  and  their  account 
to  give  in,  and  not  nnfrecpiently  at  a  short  notice.  Now, 
then,  is  the  time  to  turn  and  escape  for  your  lives,  before  the 
blinding,  hardening  influence  of  sin  and  folly  have  made 
escape  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

Let  me  exhort  you,  in  particular,  against  the  prevailing 
delusion  of  your  years — that  you  have  time  in  store, — that 
"your  LoKD  delayeth  his  coming."  Tlie  parable,  indeed, 
tells  us,  that  it  was  after  a  long  time,  that  the  lord  of  those 
servants  came  and  reckoned  wntli  them.  But  it  tells  us  also, 
that  he  did  come,  and  called  for  their  accounts.  To  you  also 
he  will  come,  my  younger  hearers,  and  "ye  know  neither  the 
day  nor  the  hour.  Be  ye  therefore  also  ready,  your  loins 
girt  about  and  your  lights  burning,"  that  ye  may  go  in  with 
your  Lord  to  the  marriage;  for  "lie  that  shall  come  will 
come,  and  will  not  tarry;  and  behold,  his  reward  is  ^vith  him, 
to  give  to  every  one  according  as  his  work  shall  be."  What 
that  work  must  be,  to  receive  his  heart-cheering,  life-giving 
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"well  done,"  is  set  before  us  in  the  most  familiar  and  convin- 
cing manner  in  my  text,  and  so  plainly  that  he  that  runs 
may  read. 

Let  me  exhort  you,  then,  no  longer  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
that  warning  woi*d,  which  is  "able  to  make  you  wise  unto 
salvation,  through  faith  which  is  in  Chkist  Jesus;"  and  let 
what  you  have  heard  teach  yon,  that  the  religion  of  the  gos- 
pel is  not  a  set  of  abstract  notions  contained  in  the  head,  nor 
yet  a  system  of  doctrines  entertained  in  the  belief,  neither  does 
it  consist  in  any  outward  name  or  profession  among  Chris- 
tians, but  in  such  a  hearty  reception  of  revealed  truth  as  leads 
the  heart  to  God,  and  draws  out  the  life  in  obedience  to  his 
commandments;  an  active,  living  principle  of  accountable 
duty.  As  such,  seek  after  and  improve  this  and  all  your  talents. 
In  the  revolution  of  time,  there  is  much  of  warning  to  a 
serious  mind.     In  the  close  of  one  year  and  commencement  of 
another,  there  is  much  for  meditation  to  work  profitably  upon. 
To  me  it  speaks  loudly  of  the  account  I  must  ere  long  give 
in,  not  only  for  myself  but  for  others;  for  you,  my  brethren 
and  hearers,  it  tells  me,   at  a  double  peril,  not  to  hide  my 
Lord's  talent  in  the  earth;  not  to  be  negligent  in  providing  that 
ye  may  have  these  things,  these  practical  things  of  religion, 
faithfully  pressed  upon  you.     It  speaks  to  me  of  greater  dili- 
gence and  more  earnestness  in  my  calling;  it  inquires  of  me, 
How  many  talents  hast  thou  added  to  thy  Lord's  stock?  Alas! 
my  brethren,  what  a  small  amount  in  the  whole!  How  little  in 
the  past  year!     But  praised  be  God  that  there  is  any!     And 
though  the  improvement  hitherto  made  in  this  portion  of  his 
vineyard  is  of  small  amount,  let  us  put  our  trust  in  God  for 
better  times;  let  us  hope  that  those  who  are  in  darkness  will 
yet  awake  to  the  light  of  his  marvellous  truth,  and  "arise  ami 
shake  themselves  from  the  dust;"  that  Zion  will,  even  here,  yet 
"put  on  her  beautiful  garments,"  and  be  a  praise  among  men. 
My  brethren  and  hearers,  may  that  merciful  God  who  hath 
called  us  to  the  knowledge  of  his  grace — that  compassionate 
Saviour  who  hath  paid  our  ransom  with  his  own  blood — that 
enlightening,  sanctifying  Spirit  whom  he  hath  sent  into  the 
world  to  abide  with  his  Church,  guide,  govern,  and  keep  us, 
to  the  glory  of  his  name  on  earth,  and  to  the  blessedness  of 
his  presence  in  heaven.     Amen. 
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Bat  that  on  the  good  ground  are  they,  which  in  an  honest  and  good  heart, 
having  heard  the  word,  keep  it,  and  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience. 

The  parable  of  t]\e  sower,  mj  brethren,  is  exceedingly  in- 
structive, awakening,  and  profitable;  inasmuch  as  it  aifords 
to  every  man  the  certain  means  of  ascertaining  wliat  effect 
God's  message  of  mercy  to  the  world  by  his  Son  has  had  upon 
himself,  and  also  to  what  cause  its  want  of  effect,  should  that 
be  tlie  case,  is  to  be  ascribed;  whether  to  careless,  way-side 
hearing,  to  superficial  consideration  when  heard  and  received, 
or  to  absorption  in  the  cares  and  pleasures  of  the  world.  In 
presenting  us,  moreover,  with  a  single  test  of  religious  con- 
dition, it  simplifies  the  duty  of  self  examination,  and  enables 
every  individual,  by  attending  to  his  growth  in  grace,  to  form 
a  just  estimate  of  his  interest  in  the  Christian  salvation.  This 
test  is  contained  in  the  words  of  my  text,  and  lays  down  this 
sure  position,  that  improvement  of  Christian  advantages  is 
the  only  safe  criterion  of  Christian  hope,  the  only  ground  of 
a  just  and  reasonable  assurance  in  the  momentous  concerns 
of  immortality.  In  this  it  runs  parallel  with  the  parable  of 
the  talents,  and,  in  the  union  of  their  joint  moral,  establishes 
the  practical  doctrine,  that  the  religion  of  the  gospel  is  the 
active  dischai'ge  of  our  duties  to  God  and  each  other,  from 
proper  motives  and  with  reasonable  expectations. 

It  presents  us,  therefore,  with  a  subject  of  profitable  im- 
provement, in  considering. 

First,  the  influence  of  natural  disposition  on  the  reception 
of  divine  truth. 

Secondly,  how  far  external  conduct  is  to  be  relied  uj)on  as 
a  proof  of  religion. 

Thikdlt,  what  constitutes  the  sure  test,  upon  which  we* 
may  safely  depends 
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"But  that  on  the  good  ground  are  they,  which  in  an  honest 
and  good  heart,  having  heard  the  word,  keep  it,  and  bring 
forth  fruit  with  patience." 

I.  First,  I  am  to  consider  the  influence  of  natural  dispo- 
sition on  the  reception  of  divine  truth. 

That  this  will  be  in  opposition,  may  be  asserted  without 
any  fear  of  contradiction;  individual  experience  being  the 
living  witness  of  tlie  fact.  But  of  what  cliaracter  thai  op- 
position will  be,  whether  of  mere  indifierence,  of  careless 
neglect,  of  contrary  pursuit,  or  of  actual  hostility,  will  depend 
on  original  difference  of  temperament,  modified  by  the  ad- 
ventitious circumstances  of  early  education  and  worldly  oc- 
cupation. 

It  is,  indeed,  of  little  consequence,  as  to  the  event,  to  what 
cause  opposition  to  divine  truth  may  be  ascribed,  provided 
it  continues;  but  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  know,  that 
some  natural  tempers,  as  well  as  some  worldly  pursuits  and 
occupations,  are  more  or  less  indisposed  to  those  motives  and 
arguments,  which  are  calculated  to  counteract  this  tendency, 
and  by  the  aid  of  divine  grace  to  overcome  it;  because  upon 
this  must  depend,  both  the  exertion  to  be  put  forth  by  the 
individual,  and  the  application  of  the  necessary  means  by 
others. 

While,  however,  we  thus  state,  without  any  qualification, 
the  averseness  and  opposition  of  our  fallen  and  perverted 
natures  to  the  things  of  God  and  religion,  we  do  not  mean  to 
say,  that  it  is  an  aversion  and  opposition  which  cannot  be 
overcome,  or  which  presents  any  extenuation  of  guilt.  On 
the  contrary,  we  present  it  to  you,  and  press  it  upon  you,  to 
awaken  and  alarm  you,  and  to  induce  you  to  resort  to  those 
means,  by  which  only  this  mortal  malady  can  be  arrested 
and  cured.  For  there  is  provision  made  in  the  gosj^el  of 
Christ  against  all  the  variety  of  this  original  taint  and  cor- 
ruption of  our  nature,  and — let  us  hear  it  with  the  deepest 
impression — it  is  no  where  else  to  be  found. 

Hence  we  are  able  to  account  for  that  difterence,  both  in 
kind  and  degree,  of  opposition  to  divine  truth,  which  is  ob- 
servable among  men.  The  natural  man  "receiveth  not  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God;  he  is  simpl}^  indisposed  to  con- 
sider and  entertain  them.  The  sensual  man  not  only  receives 
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them  not,  but  "tliej  are  foolislmess  unto  lihu"  compared  witli 
present  delights.  The  worldly  man  cannot  receive  them,  his 
heart  is  gone  after  its  covetousness,  the  idol  fills  the  temple, 
and  there  is  no  room  for  them.  While  the  actual  unbeliever 
not  only  does  not  receive  them,  but  rejects  them  with  loath- 
ing, and,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  strange  mixture  of  fear 
and  dread. 

"Whence,  then,  cometh  the  "honest  and  good  heart,"  which 
both  receives,  and  retains,  and  improves,  divine  truth?  My 
answer  is,  that  it  is  the  fruit  of  sound  instruction,  wise  re- 
straint, serious  consideration,  earnest  prayer,  and  diligent  en- 
deavor, made  effectual  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  this  happy 
end.  So  far,  then,  it  is  put  within  the  reach  of  every  one  of 
us,  and  we  are  without  excuse,  if  we  have  not  attained  it,  or 
iire  not  seriously  striving  for-it. 

Hence  we  learn  how  the  neglect  of  these  essential  duties 
operates  to  increase  this  corruption  of  our  natui-e,  even  to  the 
hatred  of  God  and  religion — in  other  words,  how  we  become 
"hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin."  And  hence 
opens  ujwn  us  the  wide  and  binding  obligation  of  parental 
duty,  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  families.  With  parents 
it  re^ts,  to  give  to  the  natural  disposition,  while  tender  and 
pliant,  a  direction  towards  God;  to  train  it  heaven-ward;  to 
-cultivate  and  prune  it,  that  it  may  bear  good  fruit;  to  apply 
the  counteracting  influence  of  early  instruction,  watchful  re- 
straint, and  good  example.  These  God  enjoins,  and  has  pro- 
mised to  bless,  and  without  these  the  hope  is  wild  and  un- 
warranted, that  there  will  be  any  fear  of  God,  or  conformity 
to  his  holy  will. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  otherwise  in  the  sovereignty  of  divine 
grace,  but  this  cannot  be  counted  upon;  and  where  it  does 
take  place,  it  releases  not  from  guilt  those  who  have  neglected 
the  more  ordinary,  rational,  and  scriptural  means,  in  the  right 
use  of  which  the  end  would  have  been  more  surely  attained. 
O  Christian  parents!  yes,  and  parents  who  are  not  Chris- 
tians! what  a  weight  is  upon  you,  from  which  you  cannot  es- 
cape! What  an  obligation,  for  which  you  must  answer  with 
your  souls!  and  what  precious  promises  and  blessed  hopes 
are  yours,  if  you  fulfil  your  duty!  Have  you  ever' realized 
them?     Have  you  ever  thought  of  tliem  beyond  the  little 
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minute  I  was  pressing  tliem  upon  yon?  O  that  I  conid  en- 
grave tliem  upon  yonr  hearts!  O  that  God  would  give  me 
wherewithal  to  move  you — a  tongue  of  fire,  or  a  lip  of  per- 
suasion! "For  it  is  not  a  vain  thing  for  you,  because  it  i& 
your  life."  And  wo  to  that  pestilent  doctrine,  which,  in  its- 
perhaps  unintended  but  necessary  effect,  hath  paralyzed  this- 
duty,  and  spread  the  double  murder  of  growing  intidelitj 
over  the  landf  Alas!  when  I  look  around  me,  and  see  so. 
many  young  persons,  for  whose  worldly  condition  every  pains 
hath  been  taken,  but  who  manifest  no  concern  for  their  souls, 
what  am  I  to  think!  That  their  parents  have  been  faithful 
in  this  duty?  Alas!  no.  For  then  God  must  be  unrighteous 
to  forget  his  promise  to  this  work  and'  labor  of  Tove.  O  let 
us  humble  ourselves  before  him,  and  confess  our  sin,  and 
implore  his  grace  to  counteract  our  past  neglect,  and  form 
in  these  young  persons  the  honest  and  good  heart,  which 
shall  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  and  to  bless  our  ear- 
nest endeavors  to  amend  this  great  defect,  for  the  time  tO' 
come.  Thus  shall  repentance  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  it, 
and  a  visitation  of  mercy  "add  to  the  Church  sucli  as  shall 
be  saved." 

n.  Secondly,  I  am  to  consider  how  far  external  conduct  is 
to  be  relied  upon  as  a  j^roof  of  religion.. 

Tliat  the  inward  or  governing  principle  of  the  mind  will, 
in  some  shape  or  other,  be  manifested  by  the  outward  beha- 
viour of  the  man,  is  just  as  certain,  my  brethren  and  hearers,. 
as  that  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit.  Where  we  see  a  con- 
tinued course  of  thoughtlessness,  and  levity,  and  sin,  and 
folly,  in  the  behaviour  of  any  individual,  there  is  no  difficul- 
ty in  determining  that  there  is  nothing  of  the  religious  prin- 
ciple in  the  heart:  the  tree  is  not  made  good.  But  it  will  not^ 
therefore,  follow — as  at  first  sight  it  would  appear  to  do — 
that  external  conduct  is  what  we  are  alone  or  chi'cfly  to  look 
to  as  tlie  proof  of  tlie  religious  principle  being  formed  and 
active  in  our  hearts.  From  the  nature  of  things,  the  root  is 
before  the  branches:  principle,  therefore,  must  precede  prac- 
tice. It  is  undoubtedl}^  true,  however,  that  every  man,  Avhat- 
ever  his  condition  may  be,  can  give  the  negative  j^roof  that 
the  religious  principle  is  formed  in  his  heart,  by  abstaining 
from  sin.    But  it  may  not  be  equally  in  his  power  to  giye 
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the  positive  proof  of  it  Ly  actions  directly  good.  Tlicsc  ranst 
depend  upon  ability  and  opportunity — neither  of  which  may 
be  i^rescnt,  though  the  i»rinciple  from  which  good  works  flow 
may  be  enjoyed.  And  this  necessarily  follows  from  the 
great  variety  of  circumstances  in  which  men  are  placed,  and 
to  which  their  outwai'd  behaviour  is  subjected.  Outward 
conduct,  therefore,  though  good  evidence  of  the  want  of  the 
religious  principle,  is  not  always  to  be  relied  upon  as  the 
only  safe  and  just  evidence  for  it. 

This  will  be  contirnied  by  a  case  which  is  too  common, 
and  in  which  outward  conduct  is  no  measure  of  religious 
principle;  and  that  is,  when  the  conduct  springs  from  motives 
and  reasons  which  have  no  reference  to  religion  at  all. 

A  veiy  bad  man  may  be  externally  forward  in  what  are 
called  good  works;  many  notoi'ious,  outbreaking  sinners  are 
yet  humane  in  temper,  and  liberal  to  the  poor.  A  man  com- 
pletely irreligious  at  heart,  and  owning  himself  such,  may, 
for  the  sake  of  character  and  respect  in  the  world,  for  the 
sake  of  advantage,  or  from  the  fear  of  loss,  from  constitu- 
tional temperament,  and  from  a  multitude  of  considerations 
separate  from  any  religious  impression,  be  both  forward  and 
liberal  in  doing  good,  and  cautious  of  giving  offence  by  doing 
evil.  Yea,  how  many  amiable  and  excellent  pereous  do  we 
all  know,  who,  in  their  outward  deportment,  are  a  reproach 
to  professing  Christians,  yet  have  no  more  to  do  with  reli- 
gion, no  more  intimacy  with  its  exercises  and  ordinances, 
than  the  seats  they  sit  u])on. 

In  examining  ourselves,  therefore,  with  a  view  of  knowing 
the  real  condition  of  our  souls — the  truth  of  our  spiritual 
condition  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  in  respect  of  salvation,  it 
is  neither  enough,  nor  is  it  safe,  to  take  into  the  account  only 
our  external  conduct.  What  comports  with  religious  duty 
may  in  good  part  be  found  there,  and  after  all  prove  a  most 
miserable  deception.  Yet  we  know  by  experience,  that  it  is 
the  delusion  under  which  thousands  are  posting  hoodwinked 
to  eternity.  They  do  no  harm,  they  do  all  the  good  they 
can,  they  see  no  great  difference  between  their  walk  in  life 
and  that  of  Christians,  and  they  hope  to  be  saved  even  as 
others.  But  they  never  inquire  into  the  principle  on  which 
that  hope  rests.     They  search  not  the  Scriptures  for  the  con- 
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ditions  on  which  salvation  is  limited  to  man.  Tliey  strive 
not  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate.  There  is  no  conflict  even 
with  worldly  interest.  What  they  do,  they  do  to  be  seen  of 
men;  and  they  have  their  reward  in  the  complacency  and 
self-satisfaction  of  their  own  hearts,  and  in  the  praise  of  men. 
But,  my  brethren,  this  is  not  the  master  key  which  opens  the 
^ate  of  eternal  life  to  a  sinner.  This  is  not  that  which  ren- 
ders even  good  works  acceptable  to  God.  There  is  a  better 
way  to  determine  this  mighty  interest,  which  I  now  show 
unto  you,  by  considering,  as  was  proposed, 

III.  Thirdly,  what  constitutes  the  sure  test  upon  which  we 
may  safely  depend. 

Now  this  consists,  under  every  variety  of  disposition  and 
condition,  in  the  union  of  a  right  motive  with  a  good  action" 
"Where  these  meet,  the  fruit  is  perfect.  Where  they  are  sep- 
arated, the  best  action,  the  greatest  good  that  ever  was  done, 
has  no  moral  or  rewardable  quality  in  the  sight  of  God.  As 
the  motive  or  principle,  therefore,  alone  sanctifies  the  action, 
and  that  can  only  be  seated  in  the  heart,  to  our  hearts  we 
must  look,  in  the  first  and  chief  i^lace,  for  the  marks  and  to- 
kens of  religion,  for  the  evidence  that  we  are  in  the  right  way. 
"That  on  the  good  ground  are  tliey,  who,  in  an  honest  and 
.good  heart,  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience." 

K,  therefore,  we  are  not  conscious  of  that  change  of  heart 
which  gives  a  new  direction  to  all  oijr  thoughts  and  to  all 
our  actions — that  "secret  of  the  Lord,"  that  "hidden  man  of 
the  heart,"  that  "birth  from  above,"  as  the  inspired  writers 
term  it — the  most  splendid  series  of  good  actions  that  can  be 
performed  can  have  no  religious  quality:  "If  I  give  all  my 
goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  even  my  body  to  be  burned,  and 
have  not  charity,  it  jDrofitetli  me  nothing."  Hence  we  may 
learn,  my  brethren,  how  it  is  that  actions  which  to  our  view 
are  exactly  alike,  may,  nevertheless,  both  in  themselves  and 
in  the  sight  of  God,  be  altogether  opposite;  how  the  widow's 
mite,  and  the  ostentatious  offering  of  the  wealthy  Pharisee, 
were  infinitel}^  removed  from  each  other  in  His  estimation 
"whose  judgment  is  ever  according  to  truth. 

And  hence  also  we  may  learn  what  is  the  sure  test  to 
wliich  fo  bring  our  spiritual  state;  that  if  we  would  enjoy  the 
comfort  and  assurance  of  the  gospel,  we  must  not  only  be 
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rich  in  good  works,  but  rich  also  in  that  spiritual  root  from 
which  alone  all  holy  desires,  all  good  counsels,  and  all  just 
works  do  jiroceed. 

It  is  faith  working  bj  love,  my  brethren,  that  adorns  the 
doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  here  upon  earth;  but  it  is  love, 
mighty  through  faith  to  regain  a  heavenly  inheritance,  that 
sits  down  forever  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  Let  us  not  at- 
tempt to  separate,  then,  what  God  hath  joined,  but,  in  their 
holy  union,  "prove  what  is  that  perfect  and  acceptable  will 
of  God,  in  which  he  hath  chosen  ns  to  salvation  through 
eanctificatiou  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth." 

I  will  now  proceed  to  apply  what  has  been  said,  by  some 
practical  inferences  from  the  subject. 

"Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,"  saith  the  wise  man, 
*'for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life."  "Out  of  the  heart  pro- 
ceed evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornications,  thefts, 
false  witness,  blasphemies,"  saith  the  Saviour,  "and  these  are 
the  things  which  defile  a  man."  "If  our  heart  condemn  us," 
saith  the  apostle,  "God  is  greater  than  our  heart  and  know- 
eth  all  things."  "Beloved,  if  our  heart  condemn  us  not,  then 
have  we  confidence  towards  God." 

Connected  with  my  text,  and  with  what  hath  been  said, 
these  passages  of  Scripture  may  serve  to  impress  us  with  tJie 
duty  of  looking  carefully  to  the  seat  of  all  religion — the  heart. 
My  brethren  and  hearers,  religion,  the  saving  religion  of  Je- 
sus Cheist,  is  a  vital  principle;  and  whatever  of  scoff  and 
mockery  may  be  cast  upon  it,  it  is  only  in  this  character  that 
it  is  worth  seeking  or  worth  having.  The  state  of  our  hearts, 
then,  on  the  subject  of  religion,  must  be  of  great  importance, 
as  it  must  also  be  to  have  some  marks  by  which  to  deter- 
mine whether  at  all,  and  to  wiiat  extent,  it  has  any  influence 
upon  us. 

Now  one  of  these  marks,  and  that  a  very  conclusive  one, 
is  seriousness;  seriousness  of  the  heart,  not  occasionally  ex- 
cited, but  abiding.  The  man  or  the  woman,  who  does  not 
find  him  or  herself  serious  on  the  subject  of  religion,  can 
draw  but  one  conclusion,  and  that  is,  that  as  yet  they  have 
neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  matter.  If  the  judgment  of  Al- 
mighty God  at  the  last  day,  which  we  must  all  meet — if  the 
difference  between  being  saved  and  being  lost,  being  accepted 
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in  tlie  beloved  or  cast  off  into  hell,  where  the  worm  dieth  noty 
and  the  fire  is  not  quenched — if  these  things  will  not  make 
ns  serious,  then  it  is  most  certain,  either  that  we  do  not  be- 
lieve there  are  any  such  consequences,  or  that  we  have  not 
yet  thought  of  them  at  all,  or  that  we  have  forcibly  dismissed 
them  from  our  minds,  or  that  we  are  so  imbued  with  levity 
of  character  that  even  eternity  can  make  no  impression  upon 
ns.  In  any  of  these  cases  our  condition  is  next  to  desperate; 
"we  can  have  no  hope  hereafter  from  any  thing  that  Chris- 
tianity has  to  offer  us. 

If  our  want  of  seriousness  concerning  religion  is  occasioned 
by  our  not  believing  it,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  salvation  from 
a  religion  which  we  reject.  Indeed  the  mind  cannot  be  af- 
fected by  what  it  does  not  realize;  and  if  the  mind  is  un- 
touched bv  the  realities  of  a  future  state,  the  conduct  will  be 
60  likewise. 

If  it  be  the  case  with  us,  as,  alas!  it  is  with  thousands, 
that  we  have  not  yet  thought  of  these  things,  and  hence  are 
not  serious  about  them,  certainly  it  is  high  time  with  every 
one  who  hears  me,  to  take  the  subject  home  to  his  deepest 
consideration.  The  great  events  of  death  and  judgment,  of 
heaven  and  hell,  are  not  at  a  distance  from  us.  As  we  draw 
near  the  close  of  our  days,  they  come  nearer  to  every  one  of 
us,  and  are  precisel}''  the  same  as  if  the  day  of  our  death  was 
the  day  of  judgment.  Therefore,  it  is  folly  in  the  extreme  in 
any  rational  being  to  say  he  has  not  thought  of  religion.  It 
is  an  answer  we  sometimes  receive;  but  it  is  a  foolish  one — 
indeed  it  is  worse  than  foolish,  it  is  highly  presumptuous. 
And  yet,  do  I  not  look  on  many  who  would  have  to  give  this 
answer  or  none  at  all?  Who  liave  never  sat  down  to  count 
the  cost  at  which  their  immortal  souls  are  staked  in  an  ap- 
proaching eternity,  nor  have  given  to  the  revelation  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified,  that  serious  consideration  to  which, 
as  the  only  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  for  salva- 
tion, it  is  entitled?  Alas!  my  careless  hearers,  can  religion 
do  you  any  good  while  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  occasional  spec- 
ulation, desired  perhaps,  but  never  sought,  never  found?  I 
may  sow  the  word,  but  of  what  advantage  can  it  be  to  the 
thoughtless  way  side  hearer,  \vho  allows  the  wicked  one  to 
catch  it  away  almost  as  it  is  sown?     With  what  profit  will  it 
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fall  on  the  shallow  ground  of  that  heart  to  which  seriousness 
is  a  stranger?  Alas!  should  it  even  spring  np,  how  soon  is  it 
blasted  and  withered  in  the  ungenial  climate  of  the  vanities 
and  follies  of  the  world!  and  how  surely  is  it  choked  and 
rendered  unfruitful  in  those  whose  seriousness  is  absorbed  in 
the  cares  of  this  life!  whose  hearts  bow  down  before  the  god 
of  this  world!  Oh!  if  it  should  please  Goo  to  command  the 
pestilence  upon  us,  or  infect  our  atmosphere  with  death, 
what  thousands  would  be  turned  over  to  the  forlorn  hope  of 
a  death-bed  repentance,  because  religious  seriousness  is  ban- 
ished from  their  hearts!  And  is  this  impossible?  Has  it 
never  happened?  Ask  yourselves,  then,  seriously,  my  hearers, 
can  youtii,  or  health,  or  business,  or  pleasure,  be  any  excuse 
for  not  thinking  about  religion?  Is  it  of  importance  only  to 
the  old,  and  infirm,  and  dying,  to  be  saved?  Do  the  young, 
and  the  strong,  and  the  busy,  and  the  dissipated,  never  die? 
Can  they  be  saved  without  religion?  or  can  religion  save  them 
■without  thinking  about  it?  No!  Those  who  are  saved,  not 
only  receive  tlie  word  into  an  honest  and  good  heart,  but 
keep  it  there.  They  are  "not  only  hearers,  but  doers  of  the 
word."  The  man  who  brings  forth  fruit  with  patience,  "de- 
lights in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  meditates  therein  day  and 
night,"  and  is  compared  to  a  "tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of 
water,  which  bringeth  forth  fruit  in  his  season." 

Lastly,  if  want  of  seriousness  on  the  subject  of  religion 
proceed  from  such  a  levity  of  mind  as  nothing  can  make  any 
impression  upon,  the  condition  is  most  dangerous.  For  this 
levity  must  be  cured  before  any  religious  impression  can  be 
entertained,  and  the  cure  is  in  the  hand  of  God  only — in  the 
application  of  those  severe  afflictions,  which  bring  the  mind 
to  its  balance.  Then  will  the  solemn  considerations  which 
were  before  made  light  of  and  jested  at,  find  room  to  be 
entertained,  and  estimated  according  to  their  actual  worth; 
and  thus  is  the  visitation  of  personal  suffering  very  often  the 
greatest  kindness,  because  the  only  means  of  begetting  seri- 
ousness on  the  subject  of  religion.  Numbers  ascribe  their 
first  serious  impressions  to  the  loss  of  some  dear  object,  or  to 
some  severe  bodily  suft'ering;  and  as  all  serious  persons  find 
that  disposition  increased  by  every  fresh  affliction,  this  should 
teach  us  how  necessary  such  visitations  are  to  us,  and  how 
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experimentallj  David  spoke,  when  be  said,  "It  is  good  for 
me,  that  I  have  been  afflicted."  "I  know,  O  Lokd,  that  thou, 
in  very  faithfulness,  hast  afflicted  me." 

In  saying,  however,  that  the  remedy  for  this  most  danger- 
ous state  of  mind  is  in  the  hand  of  God  only,  we  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  nothing  can  be  done,  either  by  the  persons  them- 
selves or  by  others,  in  aid  of  this  most  necessary  work — for 
much  may  be  done;  and  this  poor  world,  amid  all  its  witch- 
eries, is  full  of  proofs,  from  daily  calamity  and  supervening 
death,  that  it  is  not  worth  depending  on  for  present  pleasure, 
and  that  the  sum  of  its  gratifications,  for  the  period  of  its 
endurance,  would  be  dear  bought,  at  the  expense  of  the  soul. 

Let  us,  then,  my  brethren,  treasure  up  the  instruction  this 
parable  presents  us  Muth.  "Weekly  the  sower  goes  forth  to 
sow.  -'  Let  us  examine  carefully  into  what  kind  of  ground, 
with  what  disposition  of  heart,  we  receive  the  good  seed  of 
the  kingdom.  Let  us  bring  that  to  bear  upon  the  fruit  it 
produces  in  our  outward  condnct,  and,  by  their  mutual  re- 
lation to  each  other,  be  certified  both  of  the  motive  from 
which  we  act  and  the  end  to  which  we  are  progressing.  Let 
us  do  this  with  the  seriousness  which  eternity  demands.  So 
shall  we  daily  ripen  for  the  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved, 
and,  in  the  harvest  of  the  world,  when  the  tares  shall  be 
separated  from  the  wheat,  be  gathered  by  the  reapers  into 
the  garner  of  the  Son  of  God. 


SEKMON   XXXIII. 


FKUIT  ACCORDING  TO   SEED   SOWN. 


Galatians  y\.  7. 

Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked:  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweti,  ih&t 
Bhall  be  also  reap. 

The  influence  of  the  present  life  upon  that  which  is  to 
come,  is  here  set  forth  under  a  similitude  which  is  at  once 
familiar  and  striking;  and,  as  no  one  can  possibly  mistake 
the  application,  all  are  interested  to  consider  its  bearing  upon 
tlieir  individual  condition.  AVe  are  all  busy  and  attentive, 
in  various  manners  and  degrees,  in  cultivating  the  material 
seed  we  have  committed  to  the  earth,  and  in  pursuing  our 
different  worldly  occupations.  We  have  sowed  in  hope,  and 
put  forth  our  various  exertions  in  confidence,  that  neither 
seed  time  nor  harvest,  nor  the  fruit  of  skill,  and  care,  and 
diligence,  shall  be  disappointed;  and  in  all  this  we  have  done 
what  is  right,  and  what  is,  in  truth,  our  bounden  duty.  We 
have  none  of  us,  however,  expected  to  gather  cotton  from 
peas  or  corn  from  cotton,  nor  yet  that  the  event  in  any 
worldly  calling  should  be  opposite  to  the  means  made  use  of 
to  attain  it.  Now  I  would  ask,  why  have  we  thus  acted  and 
expected?  Upon  what  ground  have  we  thus  put  forth  our 
labor  and  skill  in  our  various  occupations?  And  whence  is 
it,  that  no  man  hath  even  looked  for  an  alteration  in  the  kind 
of  his  crop,  or  a  result  opposite  to  just  expectation  in  the 
other  pursuits  of  life?  And  let  the  only  just  answer  that  caD 
be  given — habitual  dependence  on  the  fixed  order  of  an  un- 
changeable Providence,  in  the  government  of  Almighty  God- 
— open  up  to  us  the  analogy  of  my  text,  and  impress  our 
hearts  with  its  importance  and  equity.  For  while  we  are 
ploughing  and  sowing,  and  laboring  and  striving  for  time, 
we  are  likewise  putting  in  a  crop  for  eternity;  and  just  such 
as  we  sow,  that  shall  we  also  reap.  On  this  day,  then,  when 
worldly  cares  and  occupations  are  interdicted — when  the 
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bustle  aiid  turmoil  of  the  world  is  hushed  by  tlie  command 
of  God — let  us  endeavor  to  reap  the  fruit  which  a  careful 
consideration  of  this  subject  will  surely  present  to  us, 

"Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked:  for  whatsoever  a 
man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 

The  doctrine  contained  in  the  text  is  the  fundamental  doc- 
trine of  all  i-eligion,  the  link  which  connects  time  and  eter- 
nity, and  a  state  of  reward  or  punishment  with  the  quality 
of  moral  conduct.  That  every  man  shall  finally  receive  of 
God  according  to  what  he  has  done  in  the  present  life,  is  a 
truth  of  the  same  certainty  and  of  the  same  importance  with 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  very  being  of  God  as  the  Moral 
Governor  of  the  universe;  and  only  as  this  is  the  fixed  and 
full  persuasion  of  our  minds,  will  the  claims  and  duties  of 
religion  be  respected.  Hence  the  frequency  with  which  the 
doctrine  is  repeated  in  the  Scriptures;  the  earnestness  with 
which  it  is  pressed  upon  our  belief;  the  variitus  similitudes 
whereby  its  connexion  with  our  j)resent  conduct  is  illustrated, 
and  the  solemnity  of  that  judgment  which  shall  precede  it 
is  represented. 

As  Jesus  Christ  came  to  reveal  fully  the  will  of  God  for 
our  guidance — to  furnish  us  amply  for  that  life  and  immor- 
tality which  is  brought  to  light  by  the  gospel — so  did  he 
continually  confirm  all  the  obligations  of  his  religion,  in  the 
application  of  this  equitable  rule  of  judgment  to  our  actions — 
"The  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with 
the  angels,  and  then  he  shall  reward  every  man  according  to 
his  works."  "Behold,  I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  is 
with  me,  to  give  to  every  man  according  as  his  work  shall 
be."  And  what  our  Lord  himself  thus  clearly  taught,  was 
no  less  plainly  and  earnestly  inculcated  by  his  apostles. 
"We  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ, 
that  every  one  may  receive  the  things  done  iu  the  body,  ac- 
cording to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad." 

To  imagine,  therefore,  that  any  other  rule  will  decide  our 
everlating  destiny,  is  not  only  to  run  counter  to  the  express 
declarations  of  the  Judge  himself,  but  to  afiront  the  equity 
of  our  own  minds,  and  to  render  practical,  personal  religion 
unimportant,  if  not  impossible.  As  on  this  point,  however, 
men  are  much  disposed  to  evade  the  plainest  declarations  of 
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Scripture,  and  to  resort  to  some  shorter  and  easier  method  of 
salvation  than  the  practice  of  moral  righteousness,  the  apostle 
inserts  a  caution  against  all  such  seli'-deceptiun — "Be  not  de- 
ceived," saj^s  he;  ''God  is  not  mocked."     The  great  purpose 
of  the  religion  of  the  gospel  being  the  active  love  of  God,  in 
the  attainment,  in  our  measure  and  degree,  of  his  moral  per- 
fections; and  the  active  love  of  our  neighbor,  in  the  exercise 
of  benevolence  and  brotherly  kindness;  to  expect  the  favor  of 
the  God  of  love  upon  any  other  conditions,  is  equally  fruit- 
less and  absurd — as  contrary  to  reason  as  to  ex})ect  to  reap 
what  we  have  not  sowed.     And  it  is  not  only  thus  fruitless 
and  absurd,  but  an  atfront  also  to  the  perfections  of  the  Al- 
mighty,  in  thinking  to  impose  upon  him  chaif  instead  of 
wheat — the  useless  pretence  of  some  abstract  quality  of  the 
mind,  instead  of  the  real  qualifications  of  a  holy  and  actively 
benevolent  life.     Among   such   false  dependences   for  the 
divine  favor,  may  be  reckoned  as  the  chief,  faith,  without  its 
fruits;  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God,  without  performance  of  the 
conditions  on  which  it  is  promised;  reliance  on  the  merits  of 
CuKiST,  without  departing  from  all  iniquity;  and  good  inten- 
tions put  oif  till  to-morrow.     These  most  frequent  delusions, 
as  they  produce  no  fruit  corresponding  with  their  external 
denomination,  can  only  be  classed  according  to  their  real 
character,  by  a  wise  and  righteous  Judge;  and  as  "his  fan  is 
in   his  hand,  and  he  will  thoroughly  purge  his  floor,"  they 
will  fly  before  the  blast,  "like  the  chaff  which  the  wind  scat- 
tereth  abroad,  over  the  face  of  the  earth."  To  rely  upon  such 
vain  expectations,  then,  is  the  fatal  deception  of  thinking  to 
deceive  God  with  names  instead  of  things;  the  miserable  de- 
lusion of  thinking  that  the  sujjreme  Moral  Governor  of  the 
universe  has  less  regard  to  the  real  fruits  of  religion  and 
virtue  in  his  creatures  than  to  the  empty  professions  of  un- 
fruitful acknowledgment  of  him,  and  will  reward  the  unpro- 
fitable servant  equally   with   him   who  has  im^^roved  his 
talents. 

But,  whatever  vain  men  may  teach  or  wicked  men  choose 
to  believe,  "God  is  not  mocked."  The  unchangeable  dif- 
ferences of  good  and  evil,  of  virtue  and  vice,  remain  unaltered. 
The  righteous  laws  of  his  kingdom  remain  in  full  force.  The 
rule  of  his  righteous  judgment  is  fixed,  and  recorded  fur  our 
[Vol.  2,— *26.] 
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benefit;   and  that  rule  is,   "whatsoever  a  man  sowetli,  that 
shall  he  also  reap." 

Wliat,  then,  are  we  sowing,  mj  brethren  and  hearers?  what 
preparation  are  we  making  for  that  great  harvest  of  eternal 
life  or  everlasting  death,  to  which  each  one  of  ns  shall  be 
adjudged,  according  to  what  we  now  sow?  We  read  in  the 
verse  following  my  text,  "He  that  soweth  to  the  flesh,  shall 
of  the  flesh  reap  corruption;  biit  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spikit,, 
shall  of  the  Spikit  reap  life  everlasting."  Have  we,  then^ 
considered,  with  the  seriousness  it  deserves,  this  master  dis- 
tinction in  our  religious  condition;  and  realized  what  these 
difierent  pursuits  end  in?  Oh!  if  we  have  nut,  let  us  now- — 
before  that  night  cometh  in  which  no  man  can  work — let  us 
look  our  condition  in  the  face!  Let  us  meet  the  interests  of 
our  souls  with  an  honest  desire  to  profit  by  the  yet  sparing 
mercy  of  God,  and  improve  this  awakening  passage  of  his 
holy  word,  to  our  eternal  good!  Who  knows  but  (as  it  is  the 
Lord's  day)  it  may  be  God's  time  to  visit  and  quicken  us? 
Here  are  of  all  ages  and  descriptions — of  all  professions  and 
worldly  occupations  present.  Let  us,  then,  begin  and  ask  in 
order:  What  are  we  doing  for  eternity?  What  preparation 
are  we  making  for  that  great  harvest  of  the  world,  in  which 
the  reward  of  our  hands  shall  be  given  us? 

But  with  whom  shall  we  begin?  Let  us  state  the  most 
numerous  class  in  that  great  body  of  opposition  to  God  which 
this  earth  contains. 

First,  then,  the  worldling — by  which  I  mean  the  person 
whose  chief  object  and  pursuit  is,  "the  things  that  are  seen" 
— the  accommodations,  enjoyments,  and  emoluments  of  time. 
My  brother  in  nature  and  in  iniquity,  what  seed  art  thou 
Bowing?  what  crop  art  thou  cultivating?  and  what  harvest 
dost  thou  expect  to  reap?  Has  the  thought  ever  taken  hold 
of  thy  heart,  and  the  question  been  met,  as  from  an  immortaJ 
spirit,  soon  to  appear  before  its  awful  Judge?  or,  "has  the  god 
of  this  world  blinded  thy  mind,  among  those  that  believe  not, 
lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the 
image  of  God,  should  shine  unto  thee?"  Has  the  glory  of 
the  world,  held  up  before  thee  by  the  prince  of  the  power 
of  the  air,  shut  out  from  thy  view  "the  glory  of  God,  shining 
in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,"  sent  to  redeem  and  deliver  thee 
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from  Ilis  power?  O,  if  he  has,  let  me  now  do  mine  office  to- 
wards thee,  by  "turning  thee  frum  darkness  to  ligiit,  and  from 
the  power  of  Satan  to  God,"  through  the  life  and  power  of 
the  word  of  God.  "What  is  a  man  profited  if  he  shall  gain 
the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul?"  Canst  thou  answer 
that?  Can  thy  calculations  of  profit  and  loss  take  in  this  risk, 
and  find  a  premium  equal  to  it?  No!  "what  shall  a  man  give 
in  exchange  for  his  soul?" 

But,  perhaps,  prosperit}^  has  thee  by  the  hand,  and  new 
baru8  and  new  warehouses  are  required  for  increasing  goods, 
and  thou  art  saying  to  thy  soul,  "be  merry,  and  take  thine 
ease,  for  thou  hast  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years."  But 
tell  me,  hast  thou  the  years?  Art  thou  insured  against  death? 
May  it  not  be  said  to  thee  as  to  the  fool  in  tiie  parable,  "this 
night  shall  thy  soul  be  required  of  thee,  and  then  whose 
shall  all  these  things  be?"  Canst  thou  take  them  with  thee, 
and  enjoy  them  in  the  invisible  state?  No!  "we  bruught 
nothing  into  this  world,  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  we  can 
carry  nothing  out."  Will  God  accept  them  as  a  ransom  for 
thy  soul?  No!  "we  are  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things, 
as  silver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  CnmsT." 
What,  then,  is  this  world — in  the  whole  extent  of  its  j)raise, 
and  power,  and  splendor — worth  to  an  immortal  spirit  on 
trial  for  eternity?  Every  tongue  can  answer,  that  it  is  nothing 
worth;  every  understanding  can  perceive  the  folly  of  such  a 
dependence;  and  the  worse  tlian  fully  of  making  that  our 
main  object  in  this  life  which  cannot  profit  us  in  "the  day  of 
wrath  and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God."  O, 
if  those  who  are  taken  in  this  snare  would  but  ask  themselves. 
What  is  all  that  I  am  so  busily  engaged  about  doing  for  njy 
soul?  How  does  God  look  upon  it?  What  will  the  event  be 
in  eternity? — and  take  the  answer  from  his  true  and  faithful 
word;  surely  there  is  a  voice  of  wisdom,  even  in  the  reason 
of  our  own  minds,  which  might  countei'actthis  temptation — 
might  strengthen  us  to  resist  its  seducing  efl:ect,  and  bring  us 
to  God  on  the  warrant  of  his  promise,  for  "grace  to  help  in 
time  of  need!"  But  no!  "the  deaf  adder  is  not  more  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  never  so  wisely,"  than 
the  worldling  is  to  the  united  testimony  of  reason  and  re- 
ligion.    Even  at  this  moment,  when  his  conscience  responds 
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to  the  truth,  instead  of  opening-  his  heart  to  receive  it,  he  is 
striving  how  to  put  it  away  from  iiim,  and  to  find  some  sub- 
terfuge under  which  to  take  shelter.  And  readily  will  he 
find  some  flimsy  pretence  to  make  the  worse  appear  the  better 
reason.  His  master  is  on  the  watch  to  prompt  the  ready 
evasion,  and  even  to  saj*,  "ye  shall  not  surely  die;"  and  the 
"strong  delusion"  which  heaven  threatens  to  send  "upon  those 
who  will  not  believe,"  makes  the  devil's  lie  superior  to  the 
truth  of  God.  Eut  as  "no  lie  is  of  the  truth,"  so  this  will  be 
found  emphatically  of  the  father  of  lies  in  that  day,  when 
"the  fire  shall  try  every  man's  work,  whether  it  be  good  or 
evil."  In  this  harvest  of  the  world,  tlien,  what  is  the  world- 
ling to  reap?  He  hath  "laid  up  treasure  upon  earth;"  but  "the 
earth  and  the  works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burnt  up."  He 
is  "rich  and  increased  in  goods;"  but  he  is  "not  rich  towards 
God."  No  seed  has  been  sowed  to  the  glory  of  God;  there  is, 
therefore,  to  him,  no  harvest  of  reward  in  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  and  of  God.  Take  then,  thy  gains  in  that  day,  world- 
ling, and  weigh  them  now  in  the  balances  of  the  sanctuary, 
and  count  their  worth.  Open  thine  ear  to  hear  and  thine  heart 
to  receive  instruction,  and  be  no  longer  deceived,  for  "God  is 
not  mocked;  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 

Secondly,  the  sensualist,  by  which  I  mean  the  slave  of 
appetite — the  brutal  follower  of  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  whether 
openly  profligate  or  more  secretly  offending. 

What  seed  is  the  glutton  and  the  drunkard  sowing  for 
eternity?  And  of  what  description  must  his  heaven  be,  to 
meet  the  propensities  of  his  nature?  An  eternity  of  brutified 
faculties,  and  inflamed  passions — a  heaven  of  riot- and  in- 
temperance, of  oaths  and  blasphemy.  Why,  the  very  thought 
is  impious!  And  yet,  for  what  else  is  the  drunkard  prepared? 
or  i]i  what  else  can  he  find  satisfaction?  We  may  suppose 
the  mere  worldly  minded  capable  of  being  gratified  in  endless 
pursuit  and  accumulation;  for  there  is  something  of  mind,  of 
intellectual  exercise,  in  scheme  and  calculation.  But  to  the 
glutton  and  the  drunkard,  intellect  is  of  no  use;  his  great  pur- 
pose is,  by  repeated  trial,  to  extinguish  it  and  come  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  brute.  Where,  then,  shall  a  place  be  found 
in  God's  kingdom  of  exalted  and  refined  perception,  purity 
and  peace,  for  such  characters?     And  where  shall  infinite 
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■wisdom — to  say  nothing  of  justice — assign  them  their  place 
in  eternity,  but  with  such  as  themselves?  As,  in  this  world, 
thev  are  an  offence  to  all  decency,  so,  in  the  world  to  come, 
must  they  be  excluded  from  those  who  shall  stand  before  God. 
But  when  we  come  to  add  sin  to  the  account  of  the  drunkard, 
and  count  up  the  fearful  wages  reserved  for  it,  then  it  is  that 
the  folly  of  this  brutishness  is  ajjpareut — the  madness  of  this 
self-destruction  conspicuous.  The  seed  they  have  sown  in 
time  must  produce  after  its  kind  in  eternity;  and  what  that 
is,  we  learn  from  the  parable  of  the  rich  glutton  in  the  gos- 
pel. "He  fared  sumptuously  every  day,"  and  indulged  his 
appetite;  but  "he  died,  and  in  hell  he  lift  up  his  eyes  in  tor- 
ments," and  petitioned  for  a  little  water  to  cool  his  burning 
tongue,  but  it  was  denied  him.  "I  am  tormented  in  this 
flame,"  said  he;  but  not  one  drop  of  those  plenteous  libations 
in  which  he  had  debauched  himself,  was  now  at  his  com- 
mand. He  increased  thirst  and  nourished  an  artificial  fever 
in  his  veins,  by  intemperance,  when  upon  earth — this  was 
the  seed  he  sowed,  and  the  thirst  of  everlasting  burnings  is 
the  crop  he  reaps.  Oh!  what  a  price  to  be  paid  for  the  sordid 
indulgence  of  intoxication.  But  the  only,  and  the  certain 
price.  For  God  hath  said — and  he  is  not  mocked — "Drunk- 
ards shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God." 

The  same  question  must  be  asked  of  another  class  of  sen- 
sualists— "those  who  walk  after  the  flesh,  in  the  lust  of  un- 
cleanness" — the  adulterers  and  fornicators  of  the  world. 
"With  what  seed  are  they  sowing  the  great  field  of  eternity, 
and  what  crop  shall  they  reap? 

Look  at  the  prowling  profligate  on  the  watch  for  his  prey, 
as  he  skulks  through  darkness  with  the  thief  to  the  haunts  of 
vice  and  wretchedness;  and  let  darkness  close  upon  what 
ought  not  once  so  much  as  to  be  named  among  Christians. 
Some  sins  can  be  exposed  in  their  details,  and,  thereby,  made 
the  more  odious;  but  this  is  too  odious  for  exposure,  and,  there- 
fore, the  more  hateful  in  the  sight  of  God.  Yet  to  no  other 
is  the  world  so  lenient,  or  more  criminally  remiss  in  holding 
up  to  detestation  those  who  are  guilty  of  it.  The  wretched 
creature  who  steals  your  purse  or  your  horse  must  forfeit  all 
respect,  and  even  his  life;  while  he  who  steals  from  innocence 
its  peculiar  treasure,  or  invades  the  sanctity  and  peace  of 
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wedded  life,  walks  abroad  unquestioned,  and  is  received  with 
smiles  and  favor.  But  no  smile  beams  upon  him  from  above. 
As  only  "the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God,"  he  whose  heart 
and  body  are  both  defiled  must  be  debarred  the  heavenly 
vision.  He  hath  "sowed  to  the  flesh,"  he  must,  therefore,  "of 
the  flesh  reap  corruption,"  both  here  and  hereafter.  He  hath 
"lived  after  the  flesh,"  therefore,  he  must  die.  For  God  hath 
said — and  he  is  not  mocked — "Fornicators  and  adulterers  he 
will  judge,"  and  "neither  shall  inherit  his  kingdom." 

Another  class  of  sensualists,  more  numerons  but  less 
criminal  than  those  I  have  described,  is  found  in  that  great 
multitude,  of  all  ages  and  descriptions,  who,  careless  and 
thoughtless  of  hereafter,  live  only  for  present  enjoyment — 
chiefly  the  young  and  the  gay,  who  are  placed  above  the 
necessity  of  bodily  labor,  and  are  furnished,  without  their 
own  care,  for  even  the  superfluities  of  worldly  accommodation. 

To  such,  then,  I  put  the  question,  What  preparation  are 
you  making  for  eternity?     What  are  you  now  sowing? 

Yours  is  the  spring  time  of  life,  the  propitious  season  to 
sow  in  hope;  yours  is  the  season  of  happy  disengagement 
from  the  cares  and  troubles  of  the  world;  favorable,  therefore, 
to  improvement  of  every  kind.  What,  then,  are  you  doing 
for  your  souls  under  these  advantages?  Are  you  sowing  to 
the  flesh  or  to  the  Spirit?  Are  your  time  and  thoughts  ap- 
plied in  a  reasonable  proportion  to  "acquaint  yourselves  with 
God"  through  his  word?  Does  prayer  form  a  part  of  your 
daily  duty?  Are  your  spare  means  employed  in  acts  of 
charity  and  mercj?  Are  any  self-denials  encountered  to 
enable  you  to  do  good?  In  short,  are  jon  "remembering  your 
Creator  in  the  days  of  your  youth?"  What  can  you  answer? 
Are  these  things  so  in  any  such  degree  as  to  be  relied  upon 
before  God?  If  so,  then  is  your  seed  time  for  eternity  hap- 
pily begun,  and  your  harvest  shall  be  abundant;  if  you  con- 
tinue in  the  grace  of  God,  "what  you  sow  you  shall  reap." 

But  I  fear  for  the  answer  you  can  truly  make!  Early  i)iety 
is  not  the  fruit  of  these  evil  times — times  in  which  parents 
think  to  go  to  heaven  themselves,  and  let  their  children  come 
if  they  can;  or,  what  is  more  frequent,  think  it  of  no  impor- 
tance eitlier  to  themselves  or  their  children  how  to  get  thither. 
Let  me,  then,  put  the  question  to  you — from  your  real  cou- 
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<lition.     Is  your  time  wasted  in  idle  reading  and  frivolous 
work?     Are  your  thoughts  occupied  with  the  vanities  of  the 
world,  and  your  means  applied  to  adorn  you  for  its  vicious 
dissipations?     Is  self-denial  unthought  of,  and  charity  turned 
over  to  fathers  and  mothers?     Is  the  Sabbath  itself,  and  even 
the  house  of  God,  made  a  party  to  the  indulgence  and  enjoy- 
ment of  ])ersonal  admiration,  and  God  not  in  all  your  thoughts, 
AS  lie  ought  to  be  in  the  thoughts  of  every  accountable  being 
under  the  gospel?  Is  this  the  seed  you  are  sowing  for  eternity 
in  this  3'our  spring  time  of  life,  in  which  you  are  so  highly 
favored?     "Oh!  if  the  root  be  thus  rottenness,  shall  not  the 
blossom  go  up  as  dust?"  And  if  the  blossom  be  thus  withered, 
where  shall  the  fruit  be  found?     What  crop  can  you  expect 
to  reap  eitlier  fur  time  or  for  eternity?  Are  balls,  and  theatres, 
iind  frolics,  and  paities,  seed  plants  to  bear  heavenly  glory? 
Do  they   savour  of  God,  or  of  the  world?     Do  sucii  things 
ipromote  his  fear  and  love  in  your  hearts,  or  shut  him  out  al- 
together from  your  tiionghts  as  God?     And  how  shall  those 
-appear  before  him  who,  in  this  life  of  trial  and  preparation, 
jiave  laid  another  foundation,  have  nothing  but  the  fashion- 
able follies  of  a  sin-struck  world  to  recommend  them  to  God? 
Tor,  will  God  accept  of  them?     This  will  determine  their  real 
worth.     Ask,  then,  at  his  word,  and  receive  the  answer — "Be 
not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked:  for  whatsoever  a  man 
30weth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 

To  Ciiristians,  also,  and  to  them  above  all  others,  is  it  neces-' 
€ary  to  put  the  question  prompted  b}^  my  text.  Their  pro- 
fession, the  honor  of  God,  and  the  success  of  the  gospel,  as 
well  as  their  own  salvation,  all  bind  upon  them  to  "walk 
worthy  of  their  high  calling  and  glorious  hope."  And,  un- 
less these  motives  enter  into  the  estimate  they  form  of  the 
gospel,  they  will  in  something  come  short  of  their  duty.  "]^o 
man  liveth  unto  himself,"  especially  no  Christian.  His  life 
ought  to  be  an  active,  persevering  effort  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God  by  promoting  the  welfare  of  all  to  whom  he  has  ac- 
cess, particularly  their  spiritual  welfare.  This  duty  finds  its 
first  exercise  in  the  family  of  the  Christian.  In  addition  to 
the  ties  of  natural  affection,  he  stands  pledged  for  them  in 
obtaining  God's  covenanted  blessings.  Under  and  subservient 
t.0  the  claims  of  natural  affection,  his  dutie;5  branch  out  throiigt 
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kindred  to  kind.  As  a  member  of  the  great  human  family^ 
and  himself  a  child  of  the  "God  and  Father  of  the  spirits  of 
all  flesh,"  a  feeling  of  brotherhood  includes  even  the  most 
distant  and  unknown.  But  it  is  to  those  immediately  in  his 
reach,  particularly  the  "household  of  faith,"  that  his  most  ac- 
tive exertions  are  applied.  The  poor  and  the  needy,  the  suf- 
fering and  afflicted,  find  the  true  Christian  a  friend  and  a 
comforter;  even  the  vicious  and  the  profligate  are  not  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  good  wishes  and  good  offices,  so  far  as  they 
will  suffer  them.  His  example  gives  no  countenance  to  con- 
formity with  the  world  in  many  of  its  vain  and  vicious  pur- 
suits; nor  is  the  name  of  Christ,  in  this  respect,  blasphemed! 
through  those  over  whom  he  has  either  control  or  influence. 
And,  in  his  more  private  deportment,  God  sees  the  deep  and 
earnest  devotion  with  which  he  serves  him,  prays  unto  him, 
and  depends  upon  him:  and  he  sees  it  to  bless  it — "For  unto 
him  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have  abundance." 

Now,  then,  my  Christian  brethren  of  this  congregation,  is- 
it  with  seed  of  this  kind  that  you  are  sowing  the  field  from 
which  your  harvest  is  to  be  reaped?  To  the  extent  of  your 
power,  does  the  love  of  Christ  constrain  you  to  do  good  unto 
all?  Particularly,  does  it  draw  you  forth  with  diligence  to 
implant  the  fear  of  God  in  your  children,  and  to  train  them 
lip  to  his  service?  Are  you  sowing  this  field  of  duty  thick 
with  prayer  for  the  divine  blessing  and  direction?  Is  the 
world  overcome  in  the  temptation  of  its  unsanctified  vanities,, 
and  all  conformity  with  its  vicious  pursuits  put  away  from 
you?  Are  you  frequent  in  your  closet,  and  your  heart  warmed 
and  your  spirit  strengthened  by  your  devotions? — These  are 
Beeds  of  grace  which  surely  ripen  for  glory  in  eternity:  and 
that  glory  shall  be  yours  if  ye  are  "found  faithful  unto  death."" 
But  "be  not  deceived."  If  you  are  sowing  this  field  with, 
other  or  with  mixed  seed,  you  lose  your  labor.  "Either  make 
the  tree  good,  and  his  fruir  good,  or  the  tree  corrupt,  and  hi&- 
fruit  corrupt."  "I  would  thou  wert  cold  or  hot,"  says  our 
Lord;  "because  thou  art  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will  spue  thee 
out  of  my  mouth."  "Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked:, 
for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 

What  then  remains,  my  hearers  generally,  but  to  exhort 
you  to  bring  your  worldly  condition  to  the  test  of  this  equi- 
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table  rule;  and  now,  in  this  the  seed  time,  every  one  of  ns 
for  eternity,  to  seek  the  good  seed  of  the  kingdom  to  be  sown 
in  our  hearts;  and  to  cultivate  it  carefully  in  our  lives,  that 
"the  fruit  niav  be  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  everlasting  life." 
"Now  unto  Hira  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  unto  him  be  glory  in  the 
Church,  by  Christ  Jesus  throughout  all  ages,  world  without 
end.    Amen." 


SERMON   XXXIV. 


THE   UNFilUITFUL   FIG   TKEE. 


Luke  xiii.  7. 

Tlien  said  he  to  the  dresser  of  liis  vineyard,  Behold,  these  three  years  I 
come  seeking  fruit  on  this  fig  tree,  and  find  none:  cut  it  down;  why  cum- 
bereth  it  the  ground? 

Tlic  immediate  connexion  of  the  subjects  in  some  of  our 
Lord's  discourses,  as  recorded  by  the  Evangelists,  is  discern- 
ible only  by  careful  and  diligent  consideration  of  the  context. 
Of  this  the  conversation,  of  whicii  niy  text  forms  a  part,  may 
serve  for  an  example. 

The  lesson  we  should  all  Jearn  from  it  is  obvious  enough; 
but  the  connexion  it  has  with  the  fate  of  those  Galileans  whose 
blood  Pilate  mingled  with  that  of  their  saci-ilices,  and  of  those 
on  whom  the  tower  of  Siloam  fell  (respecting  which  events 
our  LoKD  was  discoursing  with  his  disciples)  is  Jiot  so  evident. 
The  transition — from  an  exhortation  to  re])entance  grounded 
on  the  sudden  and  uidooked  for  desti-uction  which  overtook 
tliein,  to  tiie  ])atienco  of  God  with  delaying  sinners — to  be 
])roiitably  applied  by  us,  requires  to  be  carefully  considered 
and  brought  home  to  individual  condition.  But  when  thus 
considered,  as  it  is  more  striking  in  its  a]>plication,  and  cal- 
culated to  make  a  moi'e  serious  impression  u[>oii  the  con- 
science of  the  man;  so  is  it  nearer  to  that  divine  blessing, 
that  supernatural  energy  of  conviction,  which  makes  the 
word  of  God  life  and  power  to  our  souls. 

The  use  I  would  make  of  this  observation  at  the  entrance 
of  my  discourse  is  two  fold. 

First,  to  draw  your  attention  in  general  to  the  veiy  serious 
injury  to  your  souls,  which  arises  from  mere  cursory  reading 
of  the  Scriptures;  by  which  I  mean  such  a  reading  of  them 
as  is  unconnected  with  a  deeply  felt  personal  interest  in  what 
they  contain.  God's  message  to  mankind  is  not  only  a  reve- 
lation of  his  will  to  the  world  in  general,  but  a  special  and 
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personal  communication  to  each  particular  individual  who  is 
called  into  being  under  the  grace  and  truth  which  came  by 
Jesus  Christ,  From  this  alone  can  any  individual  derive 
satisfactory  information  of  liis  actual  condition,  of  his  obli- 
gations to  God,  of  the  duties  required  in  return,  and  of  the 
sanctions  by  which  thej'  are  enforced.  To  read  it,  then,  as 
a  mere  fund  of  general  information,  as  something  important 
perhaps,  but  not  special  and  personal,  not  as  a  direct  com- 
munication from  heaven  to  him  who  peruses  it,  is  at  the  very 
outset  to  make  the  word  of  God  of  none  effect.  And  to  this 
cause,  I  am  verily  persuaded,  it  is  owing,  that  numbers  who 
admit  the  divine  autliority  of  the  Scriptures,  and  liave  read 
their  Bibles,  have  yet  derived  no  profit  from  the  word  of  life. 
Yet  in  assigning  tliis  as  the  cause  why  so  many  rational  be- 
ings, with  his  message  in  their  hands,  are  yet  at  a  distance 
from  God,  and  as  careless  and  negligent  of  the  interests  of 
eternity  as  if  the  present  life  were  the  boundary  of  their  ex- 
istence, I  would  not  be  understood  as  meaning  to  exclude  the 
many  otlier  causes  which  combine  with  superhuman  power 
against  the  soul;  but,  according  to  my  experience,  to  place 
the  one  I  have  mentioned  in  the  front  rank,  as  that  by  which 
all  the  others  are  increased  in  their  power,  and  finally  estab- 
lished in  their  dominion  over  us.  Show  me  the  man  who 
lias  read  his  Bible  only  as  a  general  communication  to  man- 
kind, and  I  will  show  you  the  man  who  has  laid  it  aside,  and 
has  no  concern  with  religion.  He  may,  indeed,  be  externally 
respectful  to  its  forms  occasionally,  and  be  one  who  is  amiable 
and  estimable  for  the  life  that  now  is;  but  for  the  great  and 
ulterior  purpose  of  our  present  being,  he  is  the  fig  tree  on 
which  there  is  nothing  but  leaves.  But  show  me  the  man 
who  has  I'eceived  and  read  his  Bible  as  a  communication  from 
heaven  to  himself,  and  I  will  show  you  the  man  who  con- 
tinues in  that  word — wlio  is  a  Christian  by  open  profession  and 
by  practice,  and  is  the  fig  tree  which  has  fruit  as  well  as  leaves. 

The  next  use  I  would  make  of  the  introductory  observa- 
tion on  my  text  is,  to  warn  you  against  a  very  common  cause 
of  disregard  and  inattention  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  the  instruction  they 
contain  is  expressed. 

The  moral  of  a  parable,  and  the  similitude  and  application 
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of  a  figure,  require  attention  and  reflection  on  tlie  part  of  the 
hearer,  to  render  them  profitable.  If,  therefure,  either  from 
some  fancied  obscurity  in  tlie  allusion,  or  from  some  assumed 
difficulty  in  the  application,  we  neglect  altogether  or  misap- 
ply the  instruction  thus  given,  we  stand  justly  chargeable 
with  all  the  consequences  which  must  follow.  That  enmity 
and  opposition  to  religion  which  is  the  mark  of  the  natural 
man;  his  inaptitude  to  discern  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
of  which  he  is  advertised;  with  the  powerful  influence  of 
present  and  sensible  things,  against  which  he  is  most  ear- 
nestly warned;  all  conspire  to  urge  him  to  an  escape  from  the 
just  and  direct  application  of  what  can  colorably  be  evaded 
in  the  warning  and  instruction  of  the  Scriptures.  And  though 
this  ruinous  disposition  of  mind  is  met  at  the  moment  by  the 
verdict  of  conscience — b}'  the  inward  misgivings  of  the  heart, 
that  it  is  a  false  and  forced  conclusion  we  have  come  to,  yet 
by  what  thousands  of  accountable  and  immortal  beings,  who 
are  to  be  judged  too  by  this  very  word,  is  this  ruinous  delu- 
sion followed!  It  is  indeed  true,  my  hearers,  that  the  Scrip- 
tures themselves  form  a  part  of  our  trial;  they  are  so  fi-amed, 
that  we  may  draw  from  them  the  wisdom  of  salvation,  or 
pervert  them  to  destruction;  and  in  this  respect  they  stand 
on  the  same  ground  with  all  the  other  provisions  of  God's 
mercy  and  goodness  to  moral  beings.  This  circumstance, 
therefore,  so  far  from  lessening  the  obligation  we  are  under 
to  use  all  diligence  to  acquaint  ourselves  with  the  mind  of 
the  Spirit,  increases  it  by  the  full  amount  of  all  those  awful 
consequences  which  await  our  failure  or  success  in  this  pri- 
mary duty. 

That  it  was  designedly  and  of  wise  purpose,  and  not  merely 
in  compliance  with  the  figurative  style  of  language  common 
to  the  Eastern  nations,  that  our  Lord  delivered  his  instruc- 
tions to  the  people  in  parables  and  figures  of  known  and  vis- 
ible things,  we  have  his  own  declaration  in  two  instances,  and 
both  of  them  so  expressed  as  to  require  careful  consideration 
in  order  to  their  being  rightly  understood. 

The  first  is  in  these  words:  ''Therefore  speak  I  to  them  in 
parables,  because  they  seeing,  see  not;  and  hearing,  they  hear 
not,  neither  do  they  understand."  This  reproach  and  i-eproof, 
so  often  objected  by  our  Lord  to  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees 
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in  particular,  and  to  tl)e  wliole  Jewisli  people  in  general,  was 
not  occasioned  by  any  want  of  natural  parts  or  faculties,  but 
because  of  their  want  of  a  disposition  and  readiness  to  receive 
insti'uction.  The  one  would  iiave  been  a  pitiable  defect  for 
which  they  could  not  be  held  answerable;  but  the  other  evi- 
denced such  a  proud  contempt  of  truth  and  right,  such  a 
perverse  neglect  of  their  highest  interests,  as  rendered  them 
and  all  others  of  a  similar  disposition  worthy  to  be  given 
over  to  their  own  ignorance  and  conceit. 

The  next  declaration  of  our  Lokd  is  expressed  in  language 
still  more  remarkable:  "All  these  things  are  done  in  parables,^ 
that  seeing  they  may  see  and  not  perceive,  and  hearing  they 
may  hear  and  not  understand,  lest  at  any  time  they  should 
be  converted,  and  their  sins  should  be  forgiven  them,"  From 
which  we  are  to  understand — not  that  it  was  the  design  of 
Christ  to  impede  the  salvation  of  those  who  heard  him  by 
the  manner  in  which  he  framed  his  instructions — No!  Goi> 
forbid!  for  that  would  be  to  contradict  the  express  and  de- 
clared purpose  for  which  he  came  into  the  world;  but  the 
meaning  is,  that  he  chose  to  deliver  his  doctrine  in  such  a 
manner  that  those  only  who  were  reality  desirous  to  know  the 
will  of  God,  and  disposed  to  do  it  when  known — who  were 
anxious  to  be  informed,  and  willing  to  search  for  instruction 
in  righteousness  as  for  hid  treasure — might  receive  and  pro- 
fit by  his  teaching,  while  the  careless  and  negligent,  tlie  proud^ 
conceited,  and  incorrigible,  should  reap  the  fruit  of  tiieir  wil- 
ful perverseiiess  in  remaining  blind  and  deaf  to  all  his  instruc- 
tions and  exhortations.  And  this  explanation  of  our  Saviour's 
declarations,  as  on  the  one  hand  it  clears  them  from  all  con- 
tradiction in  the  terms,  and  relieves  us  from  deriving  any 
impious  doctrine  therefrom;  so  on  the  other  hand  I  trust  it 
will  convince  all  who  hear  me,  that  something  more  than  mere 
reading  the  Scrij^tures  is  necessary  to  derive  from  them  the 
saving  knowledge  with  which  they  are  stored,  and  enforce 
that  consideration  and  earnest  inquiry  into  their  true  mean- 
ing and  application  which  it  is  the  object  of  these  introduc- 
tory observations  to  excite.  Their  connexion  with  and  bear- 
ing upon  the  subject  will  appear  from  the  more  particular 
consideration  of  the  text,  to  which  I  now  proceed. 

"Then  said  he  to  the  dresser  of  his  vineyard,  Behold:  these 
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tiiree  years  I  come  seeking  fruit  on  this  llg  tree,  and  find 
none:  cut  it  down;  why  cumberethit  the  ground?" 

From  the  direct  application  of  this  parable  to  the  Jewish 
Church  and  people,  we  learn,  mj  brethren  and  hearers,  its 
immediate  and  personal  application  to  ourselves.  God,  in  the 
inscrutable  wisdom  of  his  righteous  government,  and  in  the 
just  exercise  of  his  threatened  wrath,  having  visited  the  sins 
of  his  ancient  people,  by  casting  them  off  from  his  particular 
favor  and  covenanted  mercy,  hath   been  graciously  pleased 
to  transfer  these  unspeakable  benefits  and  high  privileges  to 
the  Christian  Church,  and  to  call  us,  by  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  in  the  world,  to  the  knowledge  of  this  grace  and  to  the 
liope  of  etei-nal  life  through  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Loku. 
This  favored  condition  is  largely  set  forth  in  the  'New  Testa- 
ment under  a  similar  figure  with  that  in  my  text.     He  hath 
transplanted  us  into  his  own  vineyard;  therefore,  St.  Paul 
addresses  the  Corinthian  Church  as  "God's  husbandry" — as 
"Goij's  bnilding."     He  hath  grafted  ns,  wild  olive  trees  by 
nature,  into  the  true  olive  tree,  making  us  partakers,  accord- 
ing to  the  same  apostle's  argument  to  the  Koraan  Christians, 
of  the  root  and  fatness  of  a  cultivated  plant;  having  furnish- 
ed^us  in  his  word  and  ordinances,  and  in  the  gift  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  with  all  that  is  needful  for  growth  and  fruitfulness, 
Reasonably,  therefore,  does  he  expect  the  seasonable  returns 
of  his  care  and  kindness,  in  those  "fruits  of  righteousness- 
which  are  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  God." 
This,  my  dear  friends,  is  the  true  condition  ot  every  soul 
under  the  light  of  the  gospel.     From  this  condition,  and  the 
obligations  it  involves,  nothing  in  the  reach  of  human  power 
and  ingenuity — no  subterfuge  of  unbelief — nosophistry  of  this 
world's  wisdom,  can  possibly  release  you;  and  this  is  what 
the  figure  in  my  text  is  designed  to  press  upon  yotir  attention. 
I.  Hence  it  will  follow,  that  the  first  head  of  doctrine  fur- 
nished by  ray  text,  is,  the  absolute  necessity  of  spiritual  im- 
provement— of  growth  in  grace.     This  is  the  fruit  required 
by  the  owner  of  the  vineyard,  which  is  expected  to  be  found 
on  us  as  Christians,  as  plants  of  God's  husbandry.  From  this 
nothing  can  excuse  any  of  us,  my  hearers,  as  is  most  striking- 
ly exhibited  in  the  parable  of  the  talents,  in  which  we  are 
taught  that  the  equity  of  the  great  Governor  of  the  universe 
proportions  liis  demands  according  to  what  he  has  bestowed, 


408  THE   TJNFEUITFUL    FIG   TREE. 

and  in  whicli  the  negligent,  slothful,  and  unproductive  ser- 
vant stands  condemned,  not  for  the  waste  and  abuse  of  his 
Lokd's  talent  in  actnal  sin  and  wickedness,  but  for  failing  to 
improve  it.  It  needs  not,  then,  my  dear  hearers,  that  we  be 
actual  sinners,  outbreaking  profligates,  to  incur  the  wrath  of 
God  in  the  miseries  of  outer  darkness  and  rejection  from  his 
presence.  N^eglect  of  the  gospel — indifference  to  the  salva- 
tion it  brings,  M'ill  exclude  from  the  reward  it  reveals.  So 
that,  however  moral,  however  orderly,  however  upright,  how- 
ever respectful  to  religion  our  outward  deportment  may  be, 
yet  if  our  hearts  are  unchanged,  if  heavenly  affections  are 
not  stirred  up  in  our  souls,  if  divine  grace  is  not  improved  to 
holiness  of  life,  we  cannot  see  the  Lokd.  Having  no  heavenly 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  show,  we  are  barren  fig  trees,  fit 
for  nothing  but  to  be  cut  down  and  cast  out  of  the  vineyard. 

II.  Another,  and  very  important  head  of  doctrine  contain- 
ed in  my  text  is  this:  That  there  is  a  limit  to  the  patience  and 
forbearance  of  God  in  his  dealings  with  us  as  sinners.  "These 
three  years  I  come  seeking  fruit  on  this  fig  tree,  and  find  none: 
cut  it  down."  But  though  this  is  undeniably  a  clear  inference 
from  the  text,  and  is  confirmed  by  very  many  otlier  passages 
of  Scripture,  and  by  the  true  nature  of  a  probationary  state, 
grounded  on  supernatui'al  assistance;  yet  we  are  not  to  under- 
stand that  the  day  of  grace  afforded  under  the  gospel  is  limited 
to  three  years,  according  to  our  own  or  any  other  computation 
of  time.  It  simply  means  a  determinate  space  given  to  every 
man,  wherein,  by  the  use  of  the  prescribed  means,  to  make 
his  calling  and  election  sure.  Within  which  space,  repen- 
tance towards  God,  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  will 
avail  for  pardon  and  acceptance;  but  beyond  which,  neitlier 
repentance,  nor  faith,  nor  acceptance,  are  possible. 

To  a  doctrine  thus  awakening  in  itself,  and  calculated  to 
startle  tlie  thoughtless  and  secure,  there  is  inseparably  an- 
nexed, the  awful  uncertainty  of  what  the  extent  of  each  par- 
ticular person's  limit  may  be.  This,  equally  with  the  time  of 
our  death  and  the  final  judgment,  God  hath  mercifully  and 
wisely  left  among  the  secret  things  of  his  own  counsel;  while 
in  making  known  the  certaint}'  of  the  event,  he  hath  revealed 
all  that  can  be  useful  to  quicken  our  slothful  spirits.  O  that 
poor  delaying  sinners,  that  the  thoughtless  votaries  of  plea- 
sure, falsely  so  called,  would  but  consider  at  what  a  dreadful 
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yisk  thoy  continue  to  sliglit  the  aftectionate  warnings  and  ad- 
monitions of  God's  lioh'  word,  and  tlic  secret  voice  of  their 
own  consciences!  For  the  time  may  come  (it  is  threatened 
by  liim  wlio  cannot  lie)  when  "they  shall  call,  but  God  will 
refuse  to  answer" — when  "distress  and  anguish  sliall  seize 
upon  them,"  but  God,  even  the  most  merciful  God,  shall 
•^'laugh  at  their  calamity  and  mock  when  their  fearcometh." 
It  is  threatened  in  the  words  of  my  text,  my  delaying,  spirit- 
grieving  hearers — "Cut  it  down,  why  cumbereth  it  the 
aground?"  which  leads  me  to  the 

lU.  Third  and  last  head  of  doctrine  I  shall  notice  from  the 
text. 

"It  is  appointed  nrAo  men  once  to  die,  but  after  that  the 
judgment."  Religion  without  accountability  is  a  baseless 
fabric;  and  accountability  without  corresponding  sanctions,  is 
the  prostration  of  God's  moral  government  of  the  world. 
Hence,  that  he  should  assert  the  dignity  of  his  supreme  do- 
minion, and  vindicate  the  insulted  majesty  and  purity  of  his 
Iioly  law  upon  those  who  rebel  and  transgress  against  him,  is 
not  only'  the  clear  and  unequivocal  discovery  of  revelation, 
but  the  insuppressible  sentiment  of  every  human  heart.  With- 
out this  universally  felt  and  acknowledged  truth,  hope  is  a 
delusion,  and  fear  a  phantom  of  the  imagination;  right  and 
wrong,  virtue  and  vice,  are  mere  arbitrary  denominations, 
and  the  religion  of  Christ  a  deceitful  fable.  But,  from  natu- 
ral feeling,  from  inward  consciousness,  from  the  light  of  rea- 
son, from  the  testimony  of  superstition,  from  the  whole 
analogy  of  nature,  we  ai'e  aware  that  we  are  accountable  be- 
ings, and  that  on  the  account  we  shall  be  able  to  give  in,  w411 
depend  our  future  and  eternal  weal  or  woe.  This  deep  and 
universal  impression  cannot  be  wholly  obliterated,  my  breth- 
ren. We  may,  and  too  many  of  us,  alas!  do  what  we  can  to 
smother  our  consciences  under  the  vanities  of  time,  and  say 
to  the  monitor  within  us,  as  Felix  did  to  St.  Paul,  "Go  thy 
way  for  this  time."  But  its  power  is  shown  in  the  moment 
of  surprise  ami  danger,  when  death  demands  his  victim;  and 
the  fearful  auticii^ations  and  awful  forebodings  of  the  Avicked, 
ticpiall}^  with  the  hope  and  composure  of  the  righteous,  unite 
in  fastening  u])on  the  soul  the  faithful  conviction,  that  what 
is  revealed  will  surely  be  executed. 
[Vol.  2,— *27.] 
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And  yet,  so  deep  is  the  depravity  of  our  fallen  nature,  sO' 
absolute  the  corruption  of  our  faculties,  and  so  powerful  the 
tendency  to  unbelief,  that  for  the  transient  pleasures  of  sin — 
knowing  it  to  be  sin,  for  the  poor  perishing  things  of  this 
world — knowinghow  uncertain,  empty,  and  unsatisfying  they 
are — we  can  and  we  do,  thousands  of  us,  dare  the  sanctions 
of  eternity,  and  risk  the  wrath  of  God.  Multitudes  can  and 
do  make  light  of  the  improvement  of  their  spiritual  advan- 
tages, required  by  the  gospel  on  pain  of  everlasting  misery, 
and  careless  whether  they  are  fruitful  or  barren  in  the  things 
of  God  and  religion,  waste-  their  day  of  grace — the  unknown 
limit  of  heaven's  mercy  and  forbearance — in  "treasuring  up 
wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath  and  revelation  of  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God."  O  that  God  w^ould  be  pleased  to  touch 
the  hearts  of  those  who  are  thus  running  the  round  of  folly 
and  destruction,  and  enable  me  so  to  apply  the  subject  as  to 
convince  both  saint  and  sinner  of  the  awful  danger  in  which 
neglect  of  the  advantages  conferred  by  the  gospel  places 
them!  For  both  saint  and  sinner  arc  deeply  interested  in 
the  \varning  of  my  text,  according  to  their  several  conditions. 

To  the  siimer,  (and  by  sinner  I  mean  the  person  whose 
course  of  life  is  in  oj^position  to  the  gospel,  either  by  open 
wickedness  or  actual  neglect  of  religion  and  its  ordinances,) 
my  text  speaks  of  the  love  of  God,  of  the  mercies  of  redemp- 
tion, of  the  blood  of  Christ,  of  the  means  of  grace,  all  scorn- 
ed, slighted,  trodden  under  foot,  and  despised;  and  it  calls 
upon  him  to  consider,  before  it  be  too  late,  what  answer  he 
can  make  to  God  for  thus  setting  at  nought  both  his  invita- 
tions and  his  commands.  Let  me  ask  you,  then,  and  wath  all 
the  aflectionate  earnestness  of  a  friend  who  sees  and  feels  for 
your  danger — are  the  works  of  the  flesh,  in  sensuality  and 
uncleanness,  in  revellings  and  drunkenness,  in  Sabbath-break- 
ing and  profaneness,  the  fruit  which  God  expects  from  a  peo- 
ple whom  he  hath  favored  "with  the  gospel?  Is  love  of  the 
world,  in  its  vain  and  sinful  pursuits,  that  love  of  the  Father 
which  the  author  of  all  your  mercies,  the  giver  of  every  good 
and  perfect  gift  to  his  creatures,  deserves  and  requires '  at 
your  hands?  Is  the  idolatry  of  W'calth-worship,  the  love  of 
money,  that  "hungering  and  thirsting  after  righteousness," 
that  "seeking  first  the  kingdom  of  God,"  which  is  enjoined 


THE   UNFRTJITFUL    FIG   TREE.  411 

upon  all  wlio  would  secure  a  place  at  liis  right  hand?  Is  en- 
tire disconnexion  with  religion,  under  any  of  the  multiplied 
forms  in  which  it  is  accessible  to  every  shade  of  caprice,  that 
confession  of  the  Lokd  Jesus  Christ  before  men,  which  we 
are  commanded  to  make,  on  pain  of  being  denied  by  him  in 
the  great  day  of  eternity?  Alas!  my  dear  hearers,  such  is 
not  "the  spot  of  God's  children!"  Such  is  not  the  "fruit" 
which  he  requires  and  will  accept  as  a  return  for  the  inesti- 
mable blessings  of  the  gospel!  No!  the  end  of  these  things 
is  death,  even  the  death  of  the  soul.  For  the  time  cometh 
— and  God  only  knoweth  how  near  it  may  be  to  any  of  you — 
when  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  wearied  by  continual  disap- 
pointment, with  coming  year  after  year,  Peking  fruit  and 
finding  none,  shall  pronounce  the  irreversible  sentence — "Let 
no  fruit  grow  on  thee  for  ever;" — when  the  Holy  Spirit, 
quenched  and  extinguished  by  the  love  of  sin,  shall  take  his 
final  fiight,  and  leave  the  impenitent  rejecter  of  Christ,  like 
a  blasted  and  sapless  tree,  a  mere  cumberer  of  the  ground, 
fit  for  nothing  but  to  be  cut  down  and  cast  into  the  fire. 
"Awake,  then,  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead," 
ere  thy  day  of  grace  close  upon  hope  and  mercy,  now  held 
out  to  thee  through  the  cross  of  Christ;  awake  to  faith,  to 
repentance,  to  calling  upon  God  with  strong  crying  and  tears, 
and  "Christ  shall  give  thee  light."  Let  not  to-morrow  steal 
away  the  convictions  of  thy  heart;  for  it  may  not  come  to 
thee,  or  it  may  come  a  blank  in  thy  salvation. 

Thus  does  this  awakening  portion  of  God's  most  holy  word 
apply  itself  to  the  consciences  of  those  who  withhold  them- 
selves from  the  means  of  grace,  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
invitations  of  the  gospel.  But  to  professors  of  religion-^to 
the  household  and  family  of  Christ,  who  are,  in  the  proper 
sense,  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord — ^it  applies  in  a  diiferent  re- 
spect. To  such  it  speaks  of  improvement,  of  increase,  of  ad- 
vancement in  the  divine  life,  of  fruitfulncss  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  of  going  on  unto  per- 
fection. As  heirs  of  an  incorruptible  inheritance,  it  speaks 
to  them  of  preparation  for  it  in  victory  over  sin,  and  the  at- 
tainment of  holiness.  It,  therefore,  speaks  to  them  of  watch- 
fulness and  prayer;  of  self-denial  and  non-conformity  with  the 
world;  of  diligence  and  faithfulness  in  all  their  duties,  "look- 
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ing  unto  Jesus,  tlie  author  and  finisher  of  tlieir  faith,"  Suck 
was  the  fruit  which  he  bore  towards  God  in  the  days  of  his 
flesh;  and  such  is  the  fruit  M'hich  he  requires  of  all  his  faith- 
ful members.  To  this  gracious  end,  he  hath  furnished  them 
witli  the  help  and  guidance  of  his  Holt  Spirit;  the  counsel 
of  his  true  and  faithful  word;  the  means  of  grace  in  the  ordi- 
nances of  his  house,  and  the  bright  example  of  his  holy  life. 
These  he  hath  left  for  their  attainment  of  eternal  life  in  that 
everlasting  kingdom,  whither  he  is  gone  before  to  prepare  a 
place  for  them.  But  he  hath  left  them,  my  brethren,  on 
conditions,  which  give  no  room  for  slothfulness,  or  negligence; 
which  never  permit  the  Christian  to  say.  It  is  enough,  I  have 
attained — and  t^^e  condition  which  includes  all  the  rest,  is 
growtli  in  grace.  "Unto  him  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and 
he  shall  have  abundance,  but  from  him  that  hath  not  shall 
be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  hath."  This  is  the  con- 
dition set  forth  in  the  words  of  my  text,  and  applied  more 
especially  to  his  Church. 

And  is  it  so,  then,  my  brethren,  that  the  members  of  Christ 
may  forfeit  their  privileges  and  the  glorious  hope  under  which 
they  are  enrolled  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life?  Yes;  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  himself  being  witness  against  all  inventions  of 
men,  who  would  be  wise  above  what  is  written — "Behold 
these  three  years  I  come  seeking  fruit  on  this  fig  tree,  and 
find  none:  cut  it  down;  why  cumbereth  it  the  ground."  Let 
the  unfruitful  Christian  then  tremble  at  his  danger,  lest  the 
command  be  already  gone  forth.  Let  the  diligent  and  faith- 
fal  be  stirred  up  to  greater  watchfulness  against  the  encroach- 
ing spirit  of  the  world;  and  let  all  who  have  ears  to  hear, 
and.  souls  to  be  saved,  learn  the  unchangeable  condition  on 
which  they  stand  for  the  mercy  or  the  wrath  of  God  in 
eternity — improvement  of  their  day  of  gospel  grace,  to  the 
attainment  of  that  "holiness,  without  which  no  man  shall  see 
the  Lord." 

Oh!  it  is  a  heart-sinking  thought,  to  look  round  on  the 
thousands  of  immortal  beings  for  whom  this  grace^s  so  richly 
provided,  and  to  whom  time  and  opportunity  are  given  for 
the  improvement  of  this  talent,  and  then  contemplate  the 
apathy  and  indifference  wherewith  religion  is  regarded  by 
nations  and  individuals,  by  high  and  low,  by  rich  and  poor, 
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hj  bond  and  free!  It  is  alarming-  to  mark  tlie  unconcern 
with  which  the  flying  years  of  an  uncertain  existence  are 
permitted  to  pass  away,  one  after  another,  without  thought, 
without  impression,  witliout  any  serious  calcuhitiou  of  what 
lias  been  done,  of  what  is  yet  to  do,  for  eternity.  Yet  by 
every  vanisliing  year — and  we  know  it  well,  my  dear  hearers 
— eternity,  that  eternity  in  which  there  are  no  successive  years 
to  count  upon,  in  which  there  is  no  to-morrow  for  the  thought- 
less to  escape  to,  is  by  so  much  the  nearer  to  us  all. 

Let  the  closing  year,  then — and  surely  the  exhortation  is 
appropriate  to  my  text — let  the  closing  year  make  its  appli- 
cation of  these  truths  to  your  consciences,  and  form  a  point 
for  all  to  pause  upon,  and  count  up  how  often  in  this  way 
the  lord  of  the  vineyard  hath  come  seeking  fruit  on  this  fig 
tree — to  reflect  what  fruit  our  past  lives  have  presented  to 
God,  and  thence  be  made  wiser  for  the  years  that  are  to 
come.  Let  the  dark  but  wise  uncertainty  which  is  spread 
out  over  the  duration  of  time  and  of  grace  to  all,  rebuke  de- 
lay, and  rouse  to  diligence;  and  let  the  past  forbearance  of 
God  through  the  intercession  of  the  merciful  dresser  of  the 
vineyard,  knock  at  the  door  of  every  heart,  and  obtain  an  en- 
trance for  that  truth  which  gives  hope,  for  that  repentance 
which  leads  to  God,  for  that  faith  which  unites  to  Christ, 
which  overcomes  the  world,  and  lays  hold  on  eternal  life. 

Having  thus  appealed  to  you,  my  brethren  and  hearers, 
from  God,  in  behalf  of  your  immortal  souls,  23ermit  me  for  a 
moment  to  descend  to  myself,  and  make  my  appeal  to  this 
congregation*  as  their  pastor.  "Behold  these  three  years  I 
come  seeking  fruit  on  this  fig  tree."  True,  my  brethren, 
three  years  of  my  very  imperfect,  often  interrupted,  but,  as 
I  hope,  not  altogether  unfaithful  services,  have  come  to  a 
close.  It  is  a  period  of  sufiicient  extent  to  be  marked  with 
eflfect,  and  it  is  our  joint  duty  to  pass  it  under  a  strict  review. 
As  Christians,  you  must  know  whether  upon  the  whole  you 
have  profited  by  my  labors,  whether  you  are  increasing  in 
knowledge,  growing  in  grace,  strengthened  in  faith,  and  more 
devoted  to  God.  These  are  the  fruits  which  he  requires  from 
his  people,  and  which  he  comnumds  them  to  manifest  in  the 

*  Preached  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  Dec.  31,  1826. 
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daily  practice  of  their  lives.  This  has  been  my  object  in  my 
public  and  private  labors;  but  I  fear,  greatly  fear,  that  they 
have  not  been  rightly  directed  or  properly  received.  For, 
undeniably,  there  is  among  the  members  of  our  communion, 
more  conformity  with  the  world  in  things  not  directly  sinful, 
than  is  seemly  or  becoming  in  those  who  have  renounced  the 
world,  and  say  that  they  look  for  a  better  country.  Let  this, 
then,  my  brethreu,  be  taken  into  that  retrospect  which  the 
time  and  the  subject  unite  to  press  upon  our  hearts. 

The  great  security  of  the  Christian  is  engagement — such  a 
heartfelt  sense  of  the  importance  of  religion,  and  of  the  com- 
fort of  Christian  hope,  as  places  it  first  in  estimation  and  de- 
sire. From  this,  fruitfulness  will  spring  as  from  its  proper 
soil.  But  without  this  lively  j^ower,  a  dead  though  perhaps 
decent  profession  of  religion  is  the  most  that  can  be  looked 
for;  equally  unproductive  towards  God,  unprofitable  towards 
men,  and  uu comfortable  to  the  poor  barren  fig  tree  which 
rests  satisfied  with  leaves,  and  is  careless  of  that  "fruit  unto 
holiness  whose  end  is  eternal  life." 

Three  years  I  have  come,  my  brethren,  seeking  fruit  for 
God,  and  I  say  not  that  I  have  found  none.  ISTo!  God  forbid! 
But  I  would  that  it  were  in  larger  quantity,  and  more  ripened. 
Tet  when  due  allowances  are  made  for  the  many  interrup- 
tions you  have  to  submit  to  from  my  frequent  and  necessary 
absences,  I  feel  that  there  is  great  cause  of  thankfulness  to 
God,  and  encouragement  to  persevere.  Let  past  mercies, 
then,  stir  us  all  up  to  future  exertion,  to  put  forth  the  ability 
he  giveth  for  the  increase  of  his  kingdom,  and  to  "abound 
yet  more  and  more  in  every  good  word  and  work;"  for, 
"herein,"  says  our  blessed  Lord,  "is  my  Father  glorified,  that 
ye  bear  much  fruit."  Let  us  go  forth,  my  brethren,  to  the 
duties  and  trials  of  another  year,  "strong  in  the  Loud  and 
tlie  power  of  his  might."*  And  may  that  blessing  "which 
turneth  the  wilderness  into  a  fruitful  field,"  and  "maketh 
streams  to  break  forth  in  the  desert,"  go  with  you,  and  give 
you  victory,  and  return  seven  fold  into  your  bosom  those 
fruits  of  affection,  regard,  and  kindness,  which  your  pastor 
has  received  from  his  flock. 
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Hebrews  iv.  2. 

Bui  the  word  preached  did  not  profit  them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  ih 
■■them  that  heard  it. 

It  is  very  profitable,  my  brethren,  and  ■calculated  to  make 
■a  good  impression  upon  the  heart,  to  consider  carefully  what 
great  pains  Almighty  God  hath  taken  to  make  the  fruits  of 
his  compassion  for  a  race  of  sin-ruined  creatures,  effectual  for 
their  recovery  and  restoration  to  his  favor.  To  this  end,  he 
has  not  only  acquainted  us  with  his  will  in  his  revealed  word, 
and  given  us  commandments  for  the  regulation  of  our  lives; 
but  he  has  added  thereto  the  most  powerful  motives  which 
National  natures  can  contemplate,  in  the  happiness  or  misery 
of  eternity.  These  he  hath  set  forth,  as  the  unavoidable  con- 
sequences of  the  part  we  shall  perform  in  the  present  life, 
and  urges  us,  in  the  most  earnest  aiid  affectionate  manner,  to 
believe  and  obey,  that  we  may  obtain  eternal  life. 

He  has  not  only  given  us  a  faithful  delineation  of  our  OAvn 
dispositions  and  affections,  as  corrupted  and  perverted  bv 
sin,  together  with  the  wisest  counsels  and  most  effectual 
means  to  guard  against  and  counteract  their  destructive  in- 
fluence; but  he  has  added  example  also,  in  the  history  of 
men  of  like  passions  with  ourselves,  in  every  variety  of  con- 
dition, and  under  the  progressive  displays  of  that  grace  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  manifest,  at  sundry  times  and  in  divers 
manners,  for  the  salvation  of  sinners.  In  an  especial  manner, 
he  hath  set  forth  the  history  and  example  of  his  chosen  peo- 
ple, the  children  of  Israel,  as  the  standing  admonition  to 
Christians,  in  the  improvement  of  their  most  gracious  dis- 
pensation; furnishing  to  every  condition  in  life,  and  in  every 
variety  of  trial,  that  lesson  of  wisdom  which  precept  and  ex- 
ample united,  ])rescnt  to  rational  beings,  under  faihire  or 
success,  favor  or  rejection,  unalterably  consequent  on  faith- 
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fulness  or  disobedience  to  the  divine  commands;  and  tliat 
this  was  the  wise  and  gracious  purpose  of  the  recorded  his- 
tory of  the  Jewish  people,  we  have  the  authority  of  an  in- 
spired apostle  for  believing.  "All  these  things,"  says  St. 
Paul,  "happened  unto  them  for  ensamples,  and  they  are- 
written  for  our  admonition,  upon  wliom  the  ends  of  the  world 
are  come." 

Of  this  most  profitable  use  of  the  Scriptures  of  our  faith, 
in  the  Christian  warfare,  many  most  striking  instances  might 
be  given;  but  none,  perhaps,  more  in  point  or  more  applica- 
ble to  the  present  times,  than  that  which  is  referred  to  in  the 
words  of  my  text;  which  the  same  inspired  a230stle  applies  as 
a  warning  to  the  Hebrew  Christians;  and  which  we,  my 
brethren  and  hearers,  may,  and,  if  we  are  wise,  will,  apply 
to  correct  that  careless,  unconcerned  temper — that  bold  and 
increasing  infidel  spirit,  under  whose  baleful  operation  the 
mercies  of  the  gospel  are  all  neutralized,  and  the  power  of 
religion  is  fast  fading  away  from  the  profession  of  Christianity. 

"But  the  word  preached  did  not  profit  them,  not  being- 
mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  heard  it." 

In  discoursing  on  these  words,  I  will  first  notice  the  cir- 
cumstance to  which  the  apostle  alludes,  and  then  apply  them 
to  general  edification. 

The  promise  of  God  to  Abraham  was,  that  he  would  give 
to  his  descendants  the  country  where  he  then  sojourned,  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  its  boundary,  as  a  rest  and  inheritance 
to  them  and  to  their  children  for  ever.  To  this  promise,  how- 
ever, was  annexed  the  condition  of  fidelity  and  obedience  on 
their  j^art.  At  the  deliverance  of  the  children  of  Isi-ael  from 
the  bondage  of  Egypt,  this  promise  was  renewed,  and  formed 
the  prominent  object  of  their  expectations.  To  prove  their 
faithfulness,  however,  and  at  the  same  time  to  manifest  him- 
self more  fully,  and  to  make  his  laws  and  his  worship  known 
to  them,  as  his  peculiar  people,  God  led  them  by  the  hand 
of  Moses  through  tlie  Eed  Sea  and  the  wilderness  of  Arabia, 
sustaining  them  miraculously  with  bread  from  heaven  and 
with  water  from  the  rock,  which  followed  them  in  all  their 
wanderings  through  a  barren  and  burning  desert. 

With  the  immediate  protection  and  providence  of  Al- 
mighty God  thus  certified  to  their  senses,  the  heart  of  this 
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people  nevertheless  failed  them,  when  thoy  understood,  that 
many  and  powerful  nations  were  in  possession  of  the  promised 
land,  with  whom  they  had  to  contend  for  this  inheritance; 
they,  therefore,  refused  to  go  up  and  possess  the  land;  mur- 
muring against  Moses,  and  in  the  face  of  all  the  wonders 
hitherto  wrought  for  their  deliverance  and  support,  dishon- 
oring God  by  unbelief,  in  distrusting  his  power  to  subdue 
their  enemies  and  make  good  liis  promises.  Wherefore  the 
LoKD  sware  in  his  wrath,  that  none  of  that  rebellious  genera- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  two  individuals,  should  enter  into 
the  promised  rest,  or  even  see  the  land;  1)ut  that  they  should 
wander  in  the  wilderness,  until  death  had  consumed  the  re- 
bels, in  the  usual  nuinner  in  which  human  life  passes  on  to 
its  termination. 

This  is  the  particular  circumstance  in  the  history  of  the 
Jewish  people  to  which  tlie  apostle  alludes,  and  on  which  he 
grounds  his  exhortation  to  Christians,  to  a  hearty  reception 
and  steadfast  belief  of  the  ])romises  of  Goo  in  the  gospel  of 
our  LoKU  Jescs  Chkist;  and  by  which  he  shows,  beyond  all 
reasonable  objection,  that  those  promises  are  not  absolute 
and  unconditional,  but  adapted  to  the  condition  of  moral 
beings,  who  are- to  be  judged,  and  rewarded  or  punished,  ac- 
cording to  their  works  in  the  present  state  of  trial  and  pre- 
paration for  eternity.  "Let  us  therefore  fear,"  says  this  apos- 
tle, wi'iting  to  Christians — "Let  us  therefore  fear,  lest  a  pro- 
mise being  left  w*  of  Butering  into  his  rest,  any  of  you  should 
seem  to  come  short  of  it;  for  unto  us  was  the  gospel  preached, 
as  well  as  unto  them.  But  the  word  pi-eached  did  not  profit 
them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  heard  it.'' 

A  faithful  ap])lication  of  this  subject  to  ourselves,  then,  my 
brethren  and  hearers,  will  instruct  us  as  to  the  cause,  and 
warn  us  of  the  consequences,  of  permitting  the  mercies  of 
our  condition,  and  the  counsel  of  God  for  our  salvation,  to- 
remain  unheeded  and  unimproved.  Let  us,  therefore,  con- 
sider with  attention,  the  cause  here  assigned  for  the  indiffer- 
ence, carelessness,  and  disregard  of  those  unspeakable  bene- 
fits, to  the  knowledge  and  attainment  of  which,  God  hath 
called  us  by  the  gospel. 

That  the  promises  and  threatenings  of  Almighty  God  should 
be  disregarded  by  rational  beings,  on  any  other  ground  than 
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■tliat  of  unbelief,  is  next  to  impossible  to  imagine.  When, 
therefore,  the  Scriptures  uniformly  denounce  this  as  the  cause 
of  all  sin  and  wickedness  among  men,  they  appeal  to  a  prin- 
ciple, the  truth  and  correctness  of  which  is  confirmed  by  in- 
dividual experience;  for  who  is  influenced  by  information  to 
which  he  gives  no  credit?  or  who  is  aifected  by  either  pro- 
mises or  threatenings,  of  which  he  doubts  or  disbelieves  the 
performance?  Now,  while  it  is  certain  that  there  are  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands,  under  the  light  of  the  gospel, 
and  who  are  not  ignorant  of  the  facts  and  doctrines  of  reve- 
lation, who  are  yet  wholly  unaffected  by  any  religious  im- 
pression; it  is  equally  certain  that  there  are  very  few,  per^ 
haps  not  one,  of  such  persons,  who  could  honestly  claim  the 
benefit  of  entire  unbelief,  were  any  advantage  possible  from 
such  an  unhappy  state  of  mind.  And  this  is  certified  to  us 
fey  the  anxiety  and  alarm  which  such  persons  manifest  at  the 
approach,  or  under  the  serious  apprehension  of  death.  Not 
that  such  apprehensions  then  come  upon  them  for  the  first 
time- — No!  repeatedly,  continually  through  life,  have  they 
knocked  at  the  door  of  their  hearts,  and  ui'ged  the  reasoiia^ 
bleness,  the  prudence,  the  safety,  of  listening  to  the  still 
small  voice  of  God,  speaking  through  their  consciences,  but 
have  been  told  to  wait  for  a  more  convenient  season.  Hence 
it  appears,  that  this  master  sin  of  accountable  beings  is  not 
only  a  voluntary  act,  but,  in  a  very  liigh  degree,  a  forcible 
rejection  of  such  testimony  as,  in  the  agreement  of  the  wit^ 
nesses,  makes  truth  itself  more  certain.  When  the  voice  of 
conscience  is  confirmed  by  the  revealed  word  of  God — and 
it  is  immaterial  which  speaks  first — there  is  no  refuge  for  the 
neglecters  of  such  irrefragable  testimony,  but  wilful  unbeliefs 
Now  I  take  upon  me  to  say — and  I  appeal  to  your  own 
hearts,  my  liearers,  for  its  confirmation---that  this  is  the 
actual  condition  of  by  iiir  the  greater  number,  who,  here  and 
elsewhere,  give  an  occasional  Sunday  forenoon  to  "hearing 
preaching,"  as  it  is  called.  Itepeatedly  has  the  truth  preached 
received  this  double  confirmation.  Again  and  again,  has  the 
heart  almost  been  persuaded  to  yield.  Yea,  in  many  instan- 
ces, conviction  has  stung  the  soul  for  a  season  with  all  its 
terrors.  But  unbelief,  in  some  of  its  multiplied  deceits  of 
pride,  procrastination,  and  worldly  interest,  has  driven  off 
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the  Spirit  of  God,  and  sliut  tlie  door  against  the  Piiysician 
of  suuls.  If  tliis  be  nut  so,  wliy  are  so  many  among  us  re- 
gardless of  God  and  careless  of  eternity?  Whence  is  it,  that 
what  theii-  reason  assents  to,  and  tlieir  lieart  confirms  l>y  its 
involuntary  testimony  to  the  truth,  shall,  in  one  little  hour, 
be  put  to  flight,  and  exhibit  the  awful  spectacle  of  redeemed 
sinners — unconverted  to  God,  and  knowing  themselves  to  be 
such — yet  putting  away  from  them  the  ineans  of  grace,  re- 
jecting the  counsel  of  God  against  their  own  soul,  and  sport- 
ing in  all  the  gaiety  of  unconcern,  over  that  gulf  of  bottom- 
less jterdition,  from  wkich  they  are  separated  only  by  the 
brittle,  uncertain,  and  continually  breaking  shell  of  human 
life.  The  word  preached  does  not  profit  them.  Why?  Be- 
cause of  unbelief.  Because  it  is  not  mixed  or  accompanied 
with  faith  in  them  that  hear  it.  Full  credit  is  not  given  to 
it,  as  the  word  and  truth  of  God;  nor  is  any  other  cause  as- 
signed, by  the  wisdom  of  God,  of  the  disregard  of  religion  by 
men.  The  corruption  of  our  nature,  indeed,  by  the  enter- 
tainment of  sin,  is  the  root.  'But  this  very  corruption  is  the 
primary  fact  which  revelation  discovers  to  us — the  foundation 
of  all  that  follows;  and  is  itself  the  hardest,  perhaps  the  last 
of  all,  to  be  fully  believed.  Against  this  truth,  this  master- 
key  to  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  unbelief  mustei's  all  its  forces. 
Whatever  self-love  or  self  righteousness  can  suggest,  to  edge 
in  something  of  unbroken,  unperverted  good  in  our  nature- 
something  independent  of  divine  grace,  unpurchased  by  the 
blood  of  a  divine  Saviour,  and  bestowed  upon  us  for  his  sake 
only — is  maintained  with  all  the  pertinacity  which  pride  can 
impart,  for  the  defence  of  this  citadel  of  its  power;  and  while 
this  is  ujaintained,  Christ  will  profit  us  nothing.  As  he  ia 
the  only  Saviour,  so  is  he  an  entire  Saviour.  His  priceless 
Avorth  comes  not  into  union  with  merit  in  man,  "To  you 
that  believe,  he  is  precious,"  says  St.  Peter;  and  CiiiasT  is 
precious  to  the  believer,  exactly  in  proportion  as  this  foun- 
dation-lact  of  revealed  truth  is  embraced,  and  realized,  and 
acted  upon.  It  is  the  total,  not  the  partial  destitution  into 
which  sin  hath  sunken*our  nature,  which  requires  the  might 
of  Omnipotence  to  restore,  through  God  the  Son,  bleeding 
upon  the  cross,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  imparting  spiritual 
life  to  the  soul.     "By  grace  are  ye  saved,  through  faith." 
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Therefore,  the  word  preached  cannot  profit  you,  so  long  as 
unbelief  maintains  its  power,  and  exalts  itself  against  Gor> 
and  the  word  of  his  grace,  either  in  whole  or  in  part.  While 
God's  holy  word  preached  to  you  is  allowed  to  pass  unheeded 
from  your  memories,  unhonored  by  your  practice  of  the  du- 
ties it  enjoins;  while  neither  his  promises  nor  his  threaten- 
ings  move  you  to  seek  the  salvation  he  offers  through  the 
Lord  Jesus  Cheist,  and  through  him  alone;  tlie  hope  and 
the  comfort  of  the  gospel  is  unattainable — the  rest  that  re- 
maineth  to  the  people  of  God  cannot  be  found.  As  God 
sware  in  his  wrath,  tiiat  the  rebellious  Israelites  shall  not 
enter  into  tlie  typical  rest  of  the  promised  land;  so  hath  he 
also  sworn,  that  tlie  fearful  and  unbelieving,  under  the  gos- 
pel, shall  have  their  part,  not  in  rest,  but  in  the  lake  of  lire. 
"We  which  have  believed,''  says  St.  Paul,  (continuing  his 
argument  from  this  example) — "we  which  have  believed,  do 
enter  into  rest."  But  to  unbelief,  there  is  no  rest,  no  securi- 
ty, even  no  hope.  Its  brightest  expectation  is  shrouded  in 
darkness;  its  highest  assurance',  if  we  may  use  the  word,  rests 
upon  conjecture;  its  most  commanding  motives  are  not  drawn 
from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus — they  are  not  derived 
from  the  life  and  immortality  brought  to  light  by  the  gospel. 
To  the  unbeliever,  there  is  no  "Saviour  who  is  Christ  the 
Lord;"  no  Holy  Ghost,  "the  Comforter,"  Enlightener,  and 
Sanctifier;  no  sacraments,  no  means  of  grace  in  this  life;  no 
good  hope  after  death;  no  reunion  of  soul  and  body,  and  of 
dear  friends  and  brethren,  in  a  blissful  eternity.  There  may, 
indeed,  be  a  God;  for  unbelievers  are  not  Atheists.  But  he 
is  "a  God  afar  off,"  he  is  "a  God  that  liideth  himself;"  who 
speaketh  not  to  liis  creatures;  who  furnishes  no  provision  for 
the  want  and  misery  of  a  sinner,  such  as  man.  There  is  no 
hand  to  wipe  the  tear  from  the  eye  of  the  unbeliever — to 
present  the  cup  of  consolation  to  his  wounded  spirit;  there  is 
no  word  to  speak  of  comfort,  and  say  to  the  penitent,  "Son, 
be  of  good  clieer,  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee."  Darkness  and 
uncertainty  are  all  that  the  unbeliever  is  possessed  of,  on  the 
deeply  interesting  subjects  of  God  and  eternity;  of  their  re- 
lation to  the  one,  and  of  their  condition  in  tlie  other.  O  that 
you  may  this  day  perceive,  how  cold  and  comfortless,  how 
hopeless  and  dangerous  it  is,  to  continue  careless  and  uncoia:- 
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cerned,  unmoved  and  unaffected,  by  tlie  glorious  display  of 
divine  love,  wisdom,  and  power,  manifested  in  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  world  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ!  and,  bursting 
the  bonds  of  unbelief,  struggle  into  the  ''glorious  liberty  of 
tlie  children  of  God!"  Alas!  how  many  gay,  and  thought- 
less, and  apparently  happy  young  creatures;  how  many  intel- 
ligent, active,  and  industrious  persons;  how  many  gray  and. 
reverend  heads,  have  yet  to  awake  to  their  true  condition,  as 
unbelievers — living  without  God  in  the  world,  and  to  learn, 
that  we  are  saved  only  by  faith — that  there  is  "none  other 
name  under  heaven  given  amongst  men,  whereby  we  must 
be  saved,  only  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,"  open- 
ly confessed  before  men,  and  faithfully  followed  in  the  ex- 
ample of  his  life,  and  in  the  obedience  of  his  holy  command- 
ments. "Eut  the  word  preached  doth  not  profit  them,  not 
being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  hear  it." 

If  unbelief  be  tiius  voluntary  and  crimiiial,  the  inquiry 
naturally  presents  itself — Is  faith  equally  voluntary,  and 
within  our  own  power?  To  answer  this  question  aright,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  settle,  in  the  first  place,  what  is  to  be 
understood  by  the  word. 

Faith,  in  its  full  Scriptural  meaning,  is  that  assent  to  divine 
testimony  which  renews  the  heart  to  (tod,  and  rules  the  life 
to  his  service.  And,  in  this  sense,  such  is  the  condition  of 
fallen  creatures,  "that  they  cannot  turn  and  prepare  them- 
selves, by  their  own  natural  strength  and  good  works,  to 
faith  and  calling  upon  God,"  as  it  is  expressed  in  our  tenth 
article.  And  in  this  sense,  and  this  only,  is  it,  that  faith,  as 
a  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  is  the  gift  of  God. 

In  another  sense  of  the  word,  however,  and  that  the  one  in 
which  it  is  used  in  my  text,  faith  is  such  an  assent  to  divine 
testimony  as  convinces  the  understanding,  though  the  aflfec- 
tions  and  tlie  conduct  may  not  be  suitably  influenced  there- 
by; and,  in  this  sense  of  the  word,  all  rational  beings,  through 
the  undertaking  of  Jesus  Christ,  are  rendered  ca})able  of 
this  duty;  and  so  far  faith  is  a  voluntary  act,  and  in  our  own 
power.  Hence  it  is  that  the  want  of  faith  is  never  considered 
and  spoken  of  in  the  word  of  God  as  a  pitiable  defect,  which 
it  must  be  were  it  involuntary;  but  as  a  criminal  rejection  of 
truth,  confirmed  by  the  highest  evidence.    Now,  while  it  is 
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very  true  that  tlie  strongest  and  most  consistent  testimony 
ma}'  be  disbelieved,  yet  it  is  equally  true  that  the  pei'son  re- 
jecting sufficient  evidence  is  not  thereby  excused,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  condemned  as  unreasonable,  obstinate,  or  preju- 
diced. And  as  we  act  on  this  principle  in  the  common  af- 
fairs of  life,  we  have  but  to  transfer  it  to  the  divine  testimo- 
ny in  favor  of  revealed  religion,  in  order  to  understand  how, 
and  to  what  extent,  the  duty  required  of  us  is  in  our  own 
power,  as  I  will  endeavor  to  show  you. 

As  "faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,"  it  must,  ne- 
cessarily, depend  upon  testimony  of  some  kind,  whether  its 
object  be  human  or  divine  things.  If  the  question,  then,  be — 
Hath  God,  indeed,  revealed  his  will  to  mankind?  it  must  be 
met  as  a  question  of  fact,  to  be  considered  and  determined 
by  its  proper  evidence.  Now,  this  evidence,  we,  as  rational 
beings,  are  able  to  investigate;  to  tr}-  it  by  such  rules  as  give 
sufficient  certainty  to  other  facts,  of  which  we  have  no  sensi- 
ble demonstration,  and  to  determine  accordingly:  and,  as 
moral  beings,  we  are  bound,  both  by  duty  and  interest,  to 
make  this  examination,  with  the  simplicity  and  sincerity  of 
mind  which  its  supreme  importance  demands,  and,  if  suffi- 
ciently attested,  to  receive  and  obey  it  without  delay  or  re- 
serve. No  sane  mind,  I  presume,  will  venture  to  deny  the 
duty  of  submission  and  obedience,  on  the  part  of  all  his  crea- 
tures, to  the  known  and  acknowledged  will  of  God.  But,  if 
this  is  undeniably  their  duty,  it  must  be  in  their  power;  for 
God  cannot  require  impossibilities,  or  reveal  contradictions. 

To  the  objection,  then,  which  is  sometimes  resorted  to — 
that,  in  the  revelation  given  us  of  the  will  of  God,  we  are 
commanded  to  do  that,  which  at  the  same  time  we  are  told 
that  we  cannot  do — w^e  answer,  that  it  is  founded  altogether 
on  a  superficial  and  erroneous  view  of  the  subject,  on  per- 
verted doctrine,  or  is  resorted  to  as  a  quietus  to  wilful  unbe- 
lief. It  is  true  that  the  discoveries  which  revelation  makes 
to  us  of  our  natural  aversion  to  God  and  goodness,  of  our  in- 
ability to  do  any  thing  in  itself  worthy  of  his  acceptance,  are 
clear  and  unequivocal.  But  it  is  equally  true  that  those  dis- 
coveries are  made,  not  to  repress  our  exertions,  but  to  inform 
and  set  us  right  as  to  our  true  condition,  and  to  rouse  and 
stimulate  us  to  apply  and  seek  for  that  rich  provision  of 
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divine  wisdom  and  grace  which  is  tlierein  also  revealed  and 
set  forth  as  our  portion  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  as  the  means 
through  which  we  can  render  acceptable  service  to  the  God 
of  our  salvation.  The  religion  of  fallen  sinners,  to  be  worthy 
of  (Joi),  must  be  founded  on  grace,  or  assistance  proceeding 
from  him,  Tiie  religion  of  moral  beings,  to  be  accepted  of 
God,  must  proceed  from  the  voluntary  choice  and  improve- 
ment of  the  means  given  to  that  end.  And  in  the  union  of 
these  two  principles  consists  the  harmony  of  the  Christian 
dispensation  and  the  accountability  of  man. 

This  may,  perhaps,  be  rendered  plainer  to  you  by  an  ex- 
ample. Saving  faith,  being  the  gift  of  God,  is  beyond  the 
natural  ability  of  fallen  creatures;  yet  it  is  required  of  them, 
in  order  to  salvation.  But  the  belief  of  God's  revealed  word 
suSiciently  attested,  and  obedience  to  his  commands,  are 
within  their  natural  ability;  and,  by  the  performance  of  what 
is  confessedly  within  their  power,  that  which  is  not,  is  at- 
tainable. In  other  words — God  having  been  pleased  to 
annex  his  grace,  or  the  assistance  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  the 
use  of  means,  it  is  thus  to  be  sought  by  us,  and  in  this  way 
to  be  obtained.  Nor  can  we  adopt  a  different  view  of  the 
subject,  unless  under  the  influence  of  enthusiasm,  or  of  a 
fatalism  destructive  of  religion.  Besides,  as  all  religious  at- 
tainment is  progressive,  saving  faith,  sanctification,  and  all 
other  the  mature  fruits  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  are  to  be  looked 
for,  not  at  the  commencement,  but  during  the  progress  and 
at  the  close  of  our  Christian  course.  According  to  the  words 
of  our  Saviour — "He  that  hath,  to  him  shall  be  given:"  for 
"so  is  the  kingdom  of  God,  as  if  a  man  should  cast  seed  into 
the  ground;  and  the  seed  should  spring  and  grow  up,  he 
knoweth  not  how.  For  the  earth  bringeth  forth  fruit  of  her- 
self; first  the  blade,  then  the  ear,  after  that  the  full  corn  in 
the  ear." 

If  this  view  of  the  obligation  to  believe,  and  of  our  capacity 
for  the  attainment  of  faith,  and  of  all  other  Christian  graces 
dependent  on  it,  is  supported  not  only  by  the  general  tenor 
of  Scripture,  but  by  particular  texts;  and  is,  moreover,  the 
only  foundation  of  accountability  in  moral  creatures;  a  fear- 
ful responsibility''  rests  upon  those  who  make  no  correspond- 
ing effort  to  consider  and  improve  their  advantages  under  the- 
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light  of  the  gospel.  But  the  slightest  acquaintance  with  reve* 
lation  shows,  that  such  is  the  case.  God's  message  to  man- 
kind is  addressed  to  thenl  as  capable  of  understanding, 
believing,  and  obeying  his  word;  and  his  promises  are  all 
suspended  on  the  condition  that  they  do  this.  If  this  be  not 
so,  wliat  possible  meaning  can  we  attach  to  such  texts  as  the 
following?  "Repent  and  believe  the  gospel."  "Repent  and 
be  baptized,  every  one  of  you,  for  tlie  remission  of  sins,  and 
3'e  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  "He  that  be- 
lieveth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved."  "He  that  believeth 
not  is  condemned  already."  "Come  mito  me,  all  the  ends  of 
tlie  earth,  and  be  saved."  Are  these,  and  thousands  like 
them,  addressed  to  beings  who  cannot  understand  and  apply 
them?  who  have  no  control  over  their  own  corrupt  wills,  no 
power  to  withstand  the  admitted  and  forewarned  opposition 
of  their  fallen  nature,  no  reason  to  consider  and  estimate  the 
consequences?  God  forbid!  Else  whereto  serveth  the  Bible? 
and  why  am  I  here  to  preach  and  you  to  hear?  and  where  is 
the  warning  to  Christians  from  the  example  referred  to  in 
my  text?  Was  the  promise  of  Almighty  God,  to  give  to  that 
generation  of  the  Jews  the  land  of  Canaan  as  an  inheritance 
— confirmed  as  it  was  by  the  miracles  in  Egypt,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Red  Sea,  by  the  manna  and  the  water  of  the  wil- 
derness— sufficient  for  faith  to  rest  upon  for  what  was  yet  to 
fulfil  in  its  comj)letion?  Our  reason  says.  Yes,  my  hearers, 
and  wonders  at  and  condemns  the  hardness  and  stupidity  of 
that  people.  And  shall  we  escape  a  similar  rejection  from 
the  heavenly  rest,  who,  with  clearer  light,  and  more  wonder- 
ful displays  of  the  jDOwer  and  faithfulness  of  Almighty  God, 
continue  in  unbelief,  and,  through  carelessness  and  love  of 
the  world,  neglect  this  great  salvation?  "Therefore,  thou  art 
inexcusable,  O  man,  whosoever  thou  art  that  judgest:  for 
wherein  thou  judgest  another,  thou  condemnest  thyself;  for 
thou  that  judgest  doest  the  same  things." 

But  further  yet:  "Faith,"  says  the  apostle,  "cometh  by 
hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God." 

God  having  revealed  his  will,  his  ministers  have  where- 
withal to  jjreach.  But  is  mere  hearing  all  that  is  required  of 
the  people?  Is  faith  to  come  without  au  efibrt  on  the  part  of 
the  hearer,  to  be  assured  that  it  is  the  word  of  God  that  is 
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preached,  and  to  obey  it  when  heard?  No!  and  no  one  but 
a  fanatic  ever  thought  so.  For  the  gospel  is  commanded  to 
be  preached  among  all  nations  for  the  obedience  of  faith;  and 
as  reason  is  competent  to  estimate  the  proofs  that  the  gospel 
is  "the  word  which  God,  in  these  last  days,  hath  spoken  unto 
us  by  his  Sun,"  so  is  it  equally  competent  to  perceive  the 
supreme  obligation  to  receive  and  obey  it  as  such — to  put 
forth  every  power  and  faculty  of  a  redeemed  nature  in  this 
superlative  duty;  and,  on  the  faith  of  God's  command,  to  ex- 
pect, in  the  use  of  means,  the  fruit  of  God's  promises.  He 
calls  us  to  his  heavenly  rest,  and  hath  sent  his  only  begotten 
Son  to  guide  us  to  the  promised  laud,  as  he  called  his  ancient 
people  from  Egyptian  bondage,  and  sent  Moses  to  lead  them 
to  Canaan.  JHe  promises  to  be  our  support  and  defence  du- 
ring our  pilgrimage,  and  lo  make  us  victorious  over  all  our 
enemies,  in  like  manner  as  he  promised  to  the  children  of 
Israel.  But  as  they  feared  the  Anakims  who  possessed  the 
land,  as  they  dreaded  the  toils  of  the  war  and  the  dangers  of 
the  battle,  lusting  after  the  flesh  pots  of  Egypt,  and  dishon- 
ored God  by  their  unbelief;  so  do  we  too,  too  many  of  us, 
fear  the  contest  with  our  corruptions,  and  dread  the  priva- 
tions of  self-denial,  and,  "loving  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a 
season"  more  than  the  rewards  of  eternity,  "fall  after  the 
same  example  of  unbelief,"  and  thereby  forfeit  that  rest  which. 
Christ  hath  purchased — which  God  hath  promised,  and  fur- 
nished us  to  attain.  Light  is,  indeed,  come  into  the  world, 
even  the  light  of  life;  but  men  love  darkness  rather  than 
light.  The  glad  tidings  of  a  reconciled  God,  and  an  Almighty 
Saviour — of  grace  abounding  even  to  the  chief  of  sinners,  and 
of  eternal  life  assured  to  all  who  believe  and  obey  the  gospel 
— are  preached  continually,  but  they  do  not  profit  them  that 
hear.  The  cause  of  this  ruinous  disregard  of  God's  mercies  to 
their  souls  is  faithfully  laid  before  them,  both  by  precept  and 
example,  and  they  hear  the  words  but  they  do  them  not, 

Weed  we,  then,  to  be  surprised,  my  brethren,  at  the  small 
effect  which  is  produced  among  us,  by  the  preaching  of  the 
word?  I  think  not.  The  cause  is  fully  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  effect.  Nor  need  we  wonder  at  the  disregard  of  reli- 
gion, and  the  consequent  wickedness,  which  abounds;  but  we 
may  well  wonder,  that  where  so  much  is  known  and  felt  to 
[Vol.  2,— *28.] 
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be  at  stake,  rational  beings,  on  trial  for  eternity,  should  thu& 
act — and,  while  we  wonder,  mourn  also,  and  lament,  that 
those  for  whom  God  hath  done  so  much,  should  be  so  averse 
to  do  any  thing  for  their  own  souls. 

Would  you  profit,  then,  my  hearers,  by  the  preaching  of 
the  word?  Bear  in  mind,  that  you  must  be  "doers  of  the 
word,  and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving  your  own  souls."  The 
divine  blessing  is  suspended  on  your  own  endeavors — "UntO' 
him  that  hath,  shall  be  given;  but  from  him  that  hath  not, 
shall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  hath."  Eemember 
that,  "without  faith,  it  is  impossible  to  please  God."  All  ex- 
pectations, therefore,  built  ujjon  the  morality  of  our  lives;  all 
sweeping  conclusions,  that  God  is  other  than  he  is  revealed 
to  us  in  Christ,  and  that  he  will  save  us  apart  fi-om  the  con- 
ditions of  the  gospel,  are  among  the  deepest  deceits  of  the 
devil,  and  the  immediate  fruit  of  unbelief.  "Thou  believest 
that  there  is  one  God,  thou  doest  well;  the  devils,  also,  be- 
lieve and  tremble."  Where,  then,  is  thy  advantage,  unbe- 
liever? What  knowest  thou  of  this  awful  and  tremendous 
Being,  abstracted  from  his  own  revelation  of  himself?  What 
doth  he  require  of  thee?  How  will  he  deal  with  thee?  What 
is  provided  for  thee  after  death? — Unbeliever,  canst  thou  tell? 
No!  neither  canst  thou  hope.  Hope — a  good  hope  through 
grace — springs  from  the  revealed  word — from  a  God  in 
Christ,  reconciling  the  world  to  himself,  and  pouring  out  his 
Holt  Spirit  to  recover  it  to  holiness  and  eternal  life.  Hope 
springs  from  endeavor,  from  exertion  to  obtain  what  we  hope 
for:  and  faith  must  go  before  as  the  first  foundation  of  all. 
"To  faith  all  things  are  possible;"  but  to  unbelief  there  is  no- 
thing possible,  because  there  is  no  motive — nothing  to  excite 
the  soul,  either  to  hope  or  fear;  neither  is  there  any  thing 
promised,  but  the  blackness  of  darkness  for  ever. 

Have  we,  then,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  ample  founda- 
tion for  faith  to  rest  securely  upon?  sufficient  motives  for  ex- 
ertion? efficient  means  for  attainment?  Whence,  then,  this 
indifference,  this  apathy,  when  eternity  is  at  stake?  Shall  a 
preached  gospel — the  glad  tidings  of  heaven's  love  and  of 
man's  redemption — become  the  savor  of  death  to  your  souls, 
through  your  own  neglect?  Shall  the  sacrifice  of  the  cross 
for  your  salvation  prove  the  ground  of  a  deeper  condemna-. 
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tion,  and  identify  you  with  those  who  crucified  the  Lokd  of 
glory?  O,  bethink  you,  while  God  is  waiting  to  be  gracious; 
while  Christ  continues  to  intercede  for  sinners;  while  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  present  to  lead  you  into  all  truth;  and  while 
a  preached  gospel  ofiers  its  treasures  of  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge, of  grace  and  truth,  of  comfort  and  encouragement,  of 
pardon  and  peace,  let  faith  seke  upon  the  rich  inheritance, 
that  "the  fruit  may  be  unto  holi  less,  and  the  end  everlasting 
life."  Be  no  longer  ashamed  of  the  gospel,  but  let  your  con- 
fession of  Christ  be  openly  made,  and  your  acknowledgment 
of  him,  as  your  only  hope  of  mercy  and  acceptance  with  God, 
be  manifested  by  obeying  his  commands,  and  following  the 
bright  example  he  hath  set  you  in  his  life. 

And  you,  my  brethren,  who  have  this  day  solemnly  re- 
newed your  baptismal  engagements,  take  heed  to  yourselvesj 
that  what  you  profess  to  believe,  be  exhibited  in  its  fruits; 
"that  b]"  so  doing  you  may  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of 
foolish  men,"  and  "your  light  so  shine  before"  them,  that 
they  may  be  induced  to  choose  that  good  part,  wliich  shall 
not  be  taken  from  them.  Be  not  faithless,  but,  like  the  great 
father  of  the  faithful,  even  against  hope  believing  in  hope, 
set  to  your  seal  that  God  is  true.  Let  not  a  doubting  mind 
weaken  and  defeat  the  effect  of  God's  precious  promises,  and 
deaden  your  endeavors  faithfully  to  fulfil  the  obligations  this 
day  undertaken.  Bear  in  mind  our  blessed  Lord's  rebuke 
to  doubting,  sinking  Peter — "O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore 
didst  thou  doubt?"  Let  "your  profiting  appear  to  all  men,'' 
on  the  sure  ground,  that  the  help  promised  to  enable  you  to 
work  out  your  salvation,  is  and  will  be  given  you  from  above; 
and  that  as  members  of  Christ,  you  shall  receive  of  that 
"fulness  of  grace,  which  it  hath  pleased  the  Father  should 
dwell  in  him,"  for  his  body  the  church.  Only  believe,  for 
"all  things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth."  "The  promises 
of  God  being  in  Christ,  yea,  and  in  Christ,  amen,  to  every 
one,"  who,  with  hearty  repentance  and  true  faith,  embraces 
and  obeys  the  gospel. 


SEEMON  XXXYI. 

GEIEVmG   THE   SPIEIT. 


Ephesians  iv.  30. 

And  grieve  not  the  Holt  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  yo  are  sealed  unto  the 
day  of  redemption. 

A  provision  of  divine  grace,  or  spiritual  assistance,  freely 
bestowed  by  Almighty  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
in  order  to  enable  fallen  creatures  to  fulfil  the  conditions  on 
which  the  rewards  of  eternity  are  suspended,  is  a  leading  and 
fundamental  doctrine  of  the  Christian  revelation.  And  a& 
this  divine  helj),  in  its  commencement  and  progress  to  holi- 
ness, is  the  special  ofl&ce  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost;  the  regene- 
ration, conversion,  sanctification,  and  resurrection  of  believers, 
are  constantly  referred  in  the  Scriptures  to  his  operations. 
Of  these  operations,  the  history  of  Christianity,  as  presented 
for  our  learning  in  the  writings  of  the  apostles,  is  the  au- 
thentic record.  From  this,  we  must  not  only  derive  the 
belief  of  the  doctrine,  but  learn,  also,  in  what  manner  we 
must  apply  ourselves,  to  obtain  this  assistance,  and  how 
we  are  to  ascertain  its  presence  and  effects.  And  for  both 
these  essential  purposes,  we  are  amply  furnished,  my  breth- 
ren, in  those  Scriptures,  "which  are  given  by  inspiration  of 
God,  and  are  able  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation,  through 
faith,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus;"  for  we  there  read,  that  God 
hath  promised  liis  Holy  Spirit  to  all  that  ask  it  in  fervent 
prayer,  and  that  "the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  in  all  goodness, 
righteousness,  and  truth." 

On  a  subject,  however,  of  such  importance  to  our  present 
comfort  and  eternal  welfare,  as  that  divine  help,  without 
which  we  can  do  nothing  towards  the  improvement  and  per- 
fection of  our  moral  nature,  God  hath  been  graciously  pleased, 
not  only  to  give  us  the  most  satisfactory  information  of  the 
fact,  but  to  add  thereto,  outward  and  sensible  assurances  to 
our  faith  in  his  promises,  by  the  sacraments  of  the  gospel. 
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In  our  original  dedication  to  God,  accordingly,  in  the 
sacrament  of  baptism,  this  indispensable,  supernatural  assis- 
tance is  certified  to  our  senses  by  "an  outward  and  visible 
sign,  ordained  by  Chkist  himself,  as  a  means  whereby  we 
receive  the  same,  and  a  pledge  to  assure  us  thereof."  Hence, 
the  sacramental  character  of  the  ordinance,  in  representing 
to  our  senses  the  mystery  of  our  ingrafting  into  Cheist,  and 
being  made  jDartakers  of  his  Spirit;  thus  giving  to  faith  that 
additional  assurance  which  is  furnished  by  the  personal  ap- 
plication of  a  general  promise,  and  the  personal  undertaking 
of  a  common  obligation.  Much,  my  brethren,  depends  upon 
the  view  we  take  of  the  gospel,  as  a  message  from  God  to 
mankind  in  general;  and  of  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,  as 
connected  with  the  promises  therein  contained.  For,  how- 
ever true,  however  attractive  in  its  promises,  and  full  of  com- 
fort and  hope  in  its  discoveries,  it  is  but  a  speculation  of  the 
intellect,  until  personally  appropriated,  through  its  outward 
and  visible  ordinances.  These  are  the  title  deeds,  as  it  were, 
by  which  this  rich  provision  of  the  love  of  God  towards  the 
world  at  large,  is  specially  conveyed  and  made  over  to  each 
individual  who  is  called  to  the  knowledge  of  this  grace,  and 
accepts  the  invitation  of  the  gospel.  By  the  undertaking  of 
the  Son  of  God  for  this  sin-ruined  world,  called  in  Scripture 
the  "grace  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  began," 
God  is  enabled  to  offer  terms  of  reconciliation  and  forgive- 
ness to  sinners,  promises  of  favor  and  reward  to  believers, 
and  to  supply  the  disabilities  consequent  on  original  sin  with 
renewed  powers  of  spiritual  capacity;  and  as  these  are  de- 
rived from  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  therefore  it  is, 
that  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  the  root  and  spring  of 
all  spiritual  attainment,  is  bestowed  and  certified  in  that  or- 
dinance in  which  we  solemnly  undertake  the  obligations  of 
the  gospel.  Thus  is  the  religion  we  profess  a  reasonable  ser- 
vice. Almighty  God,  of  his  mercy  and  goodness,  supplies 
our  lost  ability  by  the  renewal  of  spiritual  strength,  and, 
therefore,  requires  our  duty;  of  his  infinite  wisdom  he  certi- 
fies his  promise  of  this  grace  to  our  senses,  by  an  outward 
and  visible  act  of  the  most  solemn  and  influential  character, 
thereby  rendering  to  faith,  "as  the  evidence  of  things  not 
seen,"  an  assurance  which  it  could  not  otherwise  have,  and 
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to  the  exertions  and  obedience  of  redeemed  sinners,  a  stimu- 
lus, a  support,  a  confidence,  which  leads  to  victory  over  sin, 
to  holiness  of  life,  to  eternal  glory. 

But,  my  brethren,  as  men,  though  fallen,  are  yet  moral 
beings,  and  not  machines;  as,  in  that  capacity,  they  have  to 
account  to  God,  and,  according  to  their  improvement  or 
abuse  of  his  grace,  to  be  rewarded  or  punished  everlastingly; 
this  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spikit  must 
be  considered,  and  understood  by  us,  in  the  nature  of  assis- 
tance and  co-operation,  and  not  otherwise.  By  tbe  Holt 
Ghost,  "God  worketh  in  us  to  will  and  to  do;"  and  therefore 
he  requires  us  to  "work  out  our  own  salvation."  By  the 
Holt  Ghost,  he  illuminates  our  minds  with  the  knowledge 
of  divine  truth,  through  the  word  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son; 
and  therefore  requires  us  to  believe  and  obey  the  gospel — 
"to  come  to  the  light,"  and  to  "walk  in  the  light,  as  children 
of  the  light."  By  the  Holt  Ghost,  he  convinces  us  of  sin  in 
our  nature  and  in  our  actions;  prompts  and  suggests  in  our 
hearts  serious  thoughts,  holy  desires,  good  counsels;  strength- 
ens us  to  believe,  inclines  us  to  pray,  inspires  our  petitions, 
and  answers  our  j^rayers;  and  therefore  requires  us  to  follow 
the  Spirit  in  his  gracious  leadings  and  teachings,  as  the  way 
to  life — the  new  and  living  way  to  the  kingdom  of  Heaven, 
which  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  has  opened  to  all  believers. 

Thus  much  seemed  necessary  to  be  premised,  my  brethren, 
on  the  doctrine  of  spiritual  influence  in  general,  and  on  its 
special  connexion  with  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  in  order  to 
the  clearer  understanding  and  more  profitable  enforcement 
of  the  exhortation  of  my  text,  which  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
explain  and  apply. 

"And  grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye  are 
sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption." 

From  the  context,  it  is  evident,  that  this  exhortation  is  ad- 
dressed by  the  apostle  to  baptized  believers  or  professing 
Christians;  and  from  the  connexion  with  his  previous  admo- 
nitions in  which  it  stands,  it  is  equally  evident,  that  it  is  an 
exhortation  to  a  special  duty,  grounded  on  a  particular  cir- 
cumstance in  their  spiritual  condition,  common  to  them  all 
as  Christians.  From  the  terms  in  which  the  exhortation  is 
expressed,  it  is  clear,  that  the  particular  circumstance  in  their 
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spiritual  condition,  common  to  them  all  as  Christians,  is  tbe 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  conferred  at  baptism,  as  the  root  from 
which  present  holiness,  or  participation  of  the  divine  nature, 
and  future  glory  or  eternal  life  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  must 
spring,  be  carried  on,  and  completed.  And  from  the  whole, 
the  conclusion  is  phain  and  undeniable,  that  though  all  rightly 
baptized  persons  do  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  they 
may,  nevertheless,  deprive  themselves  of  the  benefits  thence, 
and  thence  only,  to  be  derived;  and,  by  neglect  and  oppo- 
sition, weary  out  the  compassion  of  God,  and  provoke  him  tO' 
withdraw  his  help  and  succor. 

These  inferences  from  the  text  are  supported  by  the  whole 
tenor  of  Scripture,  and  by  the  whole  structure  of  Christianity, 
as  the  religion  of  fallen  sinners  restored  to  a  state  of  trial, 
and  to  be  dealt  with  hereafter  according  to  their  improve- 
ment or  abuse  of  the  things  freely  given  them  of  God.  As 
spiritually  dead,  they  must  be  spiritually  revived  and  quicken- 
ed, previously  to  any  just  demand  from  them  of  religious 
duty;  nor  is  a  state  of  trial  even  conceivable  of  such  a  crea- 
ture as  man  fallen,  without  this  previous  interposition  of 
supernatural  power.  On  the  other  hand,  as  a  state  of  trial 
involves  both  failure  and  success,  and  accountable  conduct 
involves  freedom  of  action,  the  assistance  given  to  mankind, 
in  order  to  the  performance  of  r-ewardable  duty,  is  precluded 
from  whatever  is  necessitating  and  compulsory.  An  action 
being  no  otherwise  moral  than  as  it  is  free,  the  influence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  upon  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men  cannot  be 
divested  of  this  character  without  cutting  up  all  religion  by 
the  roots. 

Had  this  sin-ruined  world  been  allowed  to  continue  to  this 
day  without  the  provision  made  for  its  restoration  by  the 
undertaking  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  revealed  in  the  gospel,  a 
state  of  trial  would  have  been  impossible,  because  nothing 
but  failure  could  have  ensued.  In  like  manner,  were  it  the 
nature  of  that  divine  assistance,  which  God  hath  vouchsafed 
to  fallen  man  in  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  it  could  not 
be  resisted  and  defeated,  trial  would  be  equally  out  of  the 
question,  and  the  retributions  of  justice  and  judgment,  a& 
applied  to  moral  conduct,  interdicted  and  precluded. 

That  this  view  of  the  subject  is  the  only  Scriptural  and 
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practical  one,  is  confirmed  to  iis  both  by  the  letter  of  Scrip- 
tare  and  by  the  entire  structure  of  tlie  religion  we  profess,  as 
will  be  evident  from  the  following  considerations: 

"With  the  predictions  of  tlie  Messiah  by  the  prophets,  were 
connected  the  predictions  of  a  larger  as  well  as  a  more  general 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  prophet  Joel,  in  particu- 
lar, was  inspired  to  describe  that  new  dispensation  of  religion 
under  which  a  full  measure  of  divine  assistance  should  be  be- 
stowed upon  men.  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass  afterward,"  says 
the  Almighty,  "that  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh, 
and  your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy;  and  also  upon 
the  servants,  and  upon  the  handmaids,  in  those  days  will  I 
pour  out  my  Spirit."  Of  this  prediction,  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost was  the  exact  fulfilment;  and  the  fact,  as  then  witnessed 
to  their  senses,  formed  the  argument  with  which  St.  Peter 
reached  the  hearts  of  three  thousand  of  his  hearers,  and  con- 
verted them  to  the  faith. 

On  this  promise,  thus  fulfilled,  Christianity  is  constructed. 
On  additional  power  being  conferred  to  understand  and  apply 
the  spiritual  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  men  are  called  upon  and 
exhorted  to  believe  and  obey  its  life-giving  precepts.  And 
on  their  restored  com])etency  to  receive  or  reject  it,  are  the 
awful  sanctions  of  everlasting  life  or  eternal  death  reserved, 
to  be  applied  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  according  to 
the  choice  they  shall  now  make. 

We  speak  not  to  merely  rational  beings,  when  we  warn 
them  to  repent  and  believe  the  gospel;  but  we  address  our- 
selves to  rational  beings,  furnislied  by  the  goodness  of  God 
with  a  higher  principle  than  reason,  even  with  such  a  mea- 
sure of  the  Spirit  of  God  as  puts  life  or  death,  heaven  or  hell, 
on  their  own  determination,  according  to  the  conditions  of 
the  gospel.  Nor  yet,  when  we  warn  sinners  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  do  we  speak  to  mere  machines,  upon  whose 
natures  an  unchangeable  necessity  is  impressed  by  their 
Maker;  but  to  moral  beings  who  are  restored  to  freedom  of 
choice,  by  the  regenerating  power  of  the  Holt  Ghost,  and 
only  as  such  capable  of  praise  or  blame,  of  reward  or  punish- 
ment. On  this  ground,  our  Lord  addressed  the  Jews  before, 
and  his  apostles  the  Gentiles  after,  the  day  of  Pentecost.  On 
this  ground,  the  ministers  of  Christ  address  themselves  to 
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all  descriptions  of  men.  To  the  Heathen  and  the  unbaptized, 
they  propose  the  gospel  and  its  fuller  measure  of  spiritual 
succor  in  the  words  of  St.  Peter  on  the  day  of  Pentecost — 
^'Kepeut  and  be  baptized,  every  one  of  you,  and  ye  shall  re- 
-ceive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  that  believeth  and  is 
baptized  shall  be  saved."  To  the  baptized,  who  walk  after 
the  course  of  this  world,  they  address  the  solemn  warning, 
that  they  are  "doing  despite  to  the  Spikit  of  grace" — that 
they  are  "accounting  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith 
they  are  sanctified,  an  unholy  thing" — that  they  are  "crucify- 
ing," to  themselves,  "afresh,  the  Son  of  God,  and  putting 
him  to  open  shame."  They  caution  them,  that  God  hath 
threatened  that  his  Sfikit  "shall  not  always  strive  with  man" 
— that  it  would  be  "better  for  them,  never  to  have  known  the 
way  of  righteousness,  than  to  depart  from  the  holy  command- 
ment delivered  to  them" — that,  if  they  "quench  the  SpiKrr," 
it  will  be  "impossible  to  renew  them  again  to  repentance." 
And,  by  these  commanding  motives — by  the  long  suffering  of 
God,  and  the  worth  of  eternity — they  exhort  all  such  per- 
sons to  "repent  and  be  converted;"  to  "turn  from  the  error 
of  their  ways,"  and  to  "walk  in  newness  of  life;"  to  seek  the 
Lord  in  his  pardoning  mercy,  before  tlieir  day  of  grace  is 
expended,  and  the  door  barred  against  them  for  ever. 

And  to  Christians — to  baptized  believers — the  ministers  of 
Christ  address  those  encouraging  exhortations,  which  are  de- 
rived from  so  tjTectual  a  helper  as  the  Holy  Ghost.  "God 
worketh  in  you  to  will  and  to  do;"  therefore,  "work  out  your 
own  salvation,  with  fear  and  trembling."  "Ye  have  re- 
ceived, not  the  spirit  which  is  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit 
which  is  of  God;"  therefore,  "grow  in  grace  and  in  the  know- 
lodge  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  "Know  ye 
not  that  your  body  is  the  temple  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost,  which 
is  in  you,  which  ye  have  of  God?"  therefore,  "glorify  God  in 
jour  body  and  in  your  spirit,  which  are  God's." 

Thus  do  all  the  obligations  of  religious  duty  meet  every 
class  and  condition  of  mankind,  on  the  ground  of  renewed 
ability  imparted  by  the  Holt  Ghost,  sent  down  from  heaven 
to  abide  with  the  Church  for  ever.  And  thus  is  it,  indeed, 
that  "reasonable  service"  which  all  are  commanded  to  render 
unto  theif  God  and  Saviour;  and  for  the  neglect  of  which,  as 
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there  can  be  no  reasonable  excuse  offered,  so  neither  can  there 
be  any  rational  hope  of  escaping  the  vengeance  threatened 
against  all  those  who  carelessly  neglect  to  stir  up  the  gift 
that  is  in  them,  and  by  continuing  in  sin,  quench  the  Spirit, 
and  drive  him  from  them  for  ever.  And  very  remarkable  it 
is,  my  brethren,  and  well  worthy  your  most  serious  conside- 
ration, that,  as  the  renewal  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  fallen  men 
is  the  foundation  of  all  religious  requirement  from  them;  so 
is  the  assurance  that  we  possess  this  gift  of  grace,  exclusively 
referred  to  our  baptism.  From  the  obligations  entered  into, 
and  the  promises  made  and  sealed,  in  this  sacrament,  all 
Christian  instruction,  exhortation,  and  hope,  takes  its  rise; 
and  this  so  strictly,  that  there  is  not  an  example  of  Christian 
duty  required,  or  of  Christian  hope  given,  except  of  and  to 
baptized  persons.  The  first  word  of  this  salvation  addressed 
to  mankind,  is,  "Repent,  and  believe  the  gospel,"  "for  God 
hath  appointed  a  day  in  the  which  he  will  judge  the  world 
in  righteousness."  Now  the  gospel  declares,  that  "except  a 
man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  God.'^  The  gospel,  therefore,  being  set  up  in  the 
world,  and  its  administration  commenced,  the  next  command 
is,  "Repent  and  be  baptized,  every  one  of  you,  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  And  this  command  being 
obeyed,  a  new  state,  a  new  relation  to  God,  commences;  to 
which  are  given  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises,  both 
for  the  life  that  now  is,  and  for  that  which  is  to  come;  and  in 
which,  the  Spirit  of  God  is  the  root  from  which  all  holy  de- 
sires, all  good  counsels,  and  all  just  works  do  proceed.  We 
are  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father;  for  the  adoption  of 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  most  high  God — "Because  ye  are 
sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your 
hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father;  wherefore  thou  art  no  more  a 
servant,  but  a  son;  and  if  a  son,  then  an  heir  of  God  through 
Christ."  We  are  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Son,  for  the 
atonement  made  for  sin  by  his  death  upon  the  cross — "Know 
ye  not,  that  so  many  of  us,  as  were  baptized  into  Jesus 
Christ  were  baptized  into  his  death?"  "In  whom  we  have 
redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins." 
"Blotting  out  the  handwriting  of  ordinances  that  was  against 
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US,  which  was  contrary  to  us;  and  took  it  out  of  the  way, 
nailing  it  to  liis  cross."  "We  are  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Holy  Ghost;  for  the  renewal  of  spiritual  life  in  our  souls,  and 
for  the  resurrection  of  our  mortal  bodies  from  the  dead.  "Not 
by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  accord- 
ing to  his  mercy,  he  saved  us;  by  the  washing  of  regeneration, 
and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  "Hereby  know  we  that 
we  dwell  in  him,  and  he  in  us,  because  he  hath  given  us  of 
his  Spirit."  "But  if  the  Spirit  of  Him  that  raised  up  Jesus 
from  the  dead,  dwell  in  you,  he  that  raised  up  Christ  from 
the  dead,  shall  also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies,  by  his  Spirit 
that  dwelleth  in  you." 

And  now,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  we  are  prepared  to 
understand  and  apply  the  exhortation  of  my  text,  and  to 
perceive  and  feel  the  infinite  importance  of  the  obligations 
we  have  come  under  in  our  baptismal  dedication  to  God;  and 
the  unspeakable  value  of  the  heavenly  privileges  thereby 
conferred  upon  us. 

"And  grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Gor>,  whereby  ye  are 
sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption." 

And,  first,  to  baptized  persons,  who  yet  proceed  no  farther 
in  the  Christian  life. 

Of  such  it  may  with  truth  be  aflSrmed,  that  their  whole 
course  betrays  such  a  disregard  for  the  salvation  wrought  out 
for  them  by  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  such  an  indifl:erence  to 
the  means  of  grace,  and  such  a  preference  for  the  world,  as 
amounts  fully  to  the  guilt  included  in  the  expression  of 
grieving  the  Holy  Spirit.  For  what  can  be  more  grievous 
and  distressing  to  an  affectionate  and  generous  friend,  than 
to  find  all  his  exertions  for  our  welfare  defeated  by  careless- 
ness, or  contempt,  or  perverse  opposition?  What  estimate 
should  we  form  of  the  heir  to  a  princely  estate,  who  was 
amply  furnished  by  the  owner  with  every  appointment  suit- 
able to  his  condition  and  expectations,  and  yet  estranged 
himself  from  his  benefactor,  despised  his  admonitions,  and 
abused  and  prostituted  his  bounty?  "Would  you  hesitate  to 
pronounce  such  an  one  ungrateful,  unworthy,  and  justly 
liable  to  the  forfeiture  of  present  advantages,  and  of  the 
future  inheritance?  Yet,  just  as  surely  as  this  judgment  is 
the  answer  of  every  soul  that  now  hears  me,  is  it  the  con- 
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demnation  of  every  baptized  person  who  neglects  the  obliga- 
tions and  rejects  the  privileges  of  his  covenanted  relation  to 
God;  and  by  how  much  the  longer  time  this  disregard  has  been 
continued,  by  so  much  the  greater  is  the  offence  and  the 
danger  attending  it. 

But  not  only  by  general  disregard  of  religion  is  the  Holy 
Ghost  grieved  and  despited.  Every  neglect  of  his  good 
motions  in  our  hearts — every  conviction  of  reason  and  con- 
science on  the  subject  of  religion,  either  resisted  or  put  off  to 
a  more  convenient  season — is  in  a  more  especial  manner  a 
grieving  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  For,  as  every  convic- 
tion of  wrong,  and  every  excitement  to  what  is  good,  springs 
from  his  holy  influences  within  us;  if  these  are  treated  with 
contempt,  or  disregarded  in  operation,  or  opposed  in  conduct 
—as  in  an  earthly  friend  and  benefactor  it  would  produce 
concern,  regret,  sorrow,  and  indignation,  proportioned  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case — in  like  manner  is  our  heavenly 
friend  and  benefactor  grieved  and  distressed  at  the  wilful  and 
obstinate  neglect  of  his  help  and  counsel,  by  those  who  are 
committed  to  his  sole  guidance  for  the  attainment  of  eternal 
life,  through  the  strait  and  narrow  way  of  holiness. 

To  take  for  granted,  as  too  many,  alas!  do,  that  only  by 
out-breaking  sin  and  profligate  wickedness  we  grieve  the 
Holy  Spirit,  is  a  most  fatal  mistake.  Such  a  course  as  this 
not  only  grieves,  but,  if  persisted  in,  quenches  and  drives 
away  the  only  help  provided  for  our  conversion  and  sanctifi- 
cation.  But  the  same  consequence  is  no  less  certain  to  the 
more  orderly  and  moral,  who  advance  no  farther  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  religion  than  external  respect  for  its  forms.  As 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  not  dwell  with  the  soul  polluted  with 
sin,  so  neither  will  he  always  continue  to  strive  with  those 
who  neglect  to  stir  up  the  gift  that  is  in  them.  The  out- 
breaking sinner  may  be  abandoned  earlier  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  but  not  more  certainly  than  the  careless  neglecter  of  his 
gracious  motions  in  the  heart,  whether  these  shall  be  produced 
by  the  secret  suggestions  of  thought  and  meditation,  or  by 
the  more  direct  convictions  of  the  conscience  from  the  word 
of  God.  To  resist  them — to  put  them  off  till  to-morrow — to 
stifle  and  drown  them  in  the  cares  and  dissipations  of  the 
world— is  just  as  effectual  to  drive  the  Holy  Ghost  from  his 
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temple,  as  a  course  of  open  and  actual  sin.  For,  "the  mani- 
festation of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal." 
It  is  the  rich  talent  of  heaven's  grace,  which  must  be  im- 
proved or  forfeited;  and  when  finally  removed  can  never  be 
restored. 

Secondly,  to  professing  Christians. 

That  by  such  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  may  be  grieved  and 
ofl:ended,  the  text  gives  us  sufficient  warning,  my  brethren, 
for  the  exhortation  is  addressed  exclusively  to  them. 

Greatly,  therefore,  are  we  concerned  to  watch  against  every 
approach  to  what  may  incur  this  guilt,  for  it  is  by  small  in- 
roads that  the  enemy  of  souls  gains  his  advantage  over  the 
believer.  Whatever,  then,  has  a  tendency  to  impair  the  in- 
fluence of  religion  in  our  own  hearts,  is  calculated  to  grieve 
the  Holt  Spirit.  Of  this  description  is  all  over-engagement 
with  the  business  of  the  world,  all  unlawful  conformity  with 
its  customs  and  ways.  Whenever,  therefore,  these  are  allowed 
to  interfere  with  our  religious  duties,  whether  public  or  pri- 
vate; when  they  occupy  that  portion  of  our  thoughts  which 
was  once  given  freely  to  God;  when  they  render  seasons  of 
devout  retirement  wearisome  and  dull;  when  these  seasons 
are  observed  rather  from  duty  than  delight;  when  our  spirit 
is  more  lively  in  the  world  than  when  retired  with  God;  then 
may  we  well  take  the  alarm  that  we  have  declined  from  our 
first  love — that  in  something  we  have  grieved  the  good  Spir- 
it, and  apply  ourselves  earnestly  and  faithfully  to  regain  his 
blessed  presence.  And,  as  this  presence  is  no  otherwise  to 
be  known  by  us  than  by  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  our  lives, 
fervency  and  frequency  in  prayer,  diligence  and  engagement 
in  all  our  duties,  with  increasing  love  to  God,  form  the  true 
standard  by  which  to  determine  it;  and  as  these  are  in  us, 
and  abound,  may  we  rejoice  in  his  holy  comfort,  or,  with 
strong  crying  and  tears,  deplore  the  sin  which  hath  driven 
him  from  us,  and  implore  his  return.  As  the  condition  on 
which  we  receive  this  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  all  the 
other  mercies  of  God,  is  improvement — and  the  promise  is 
sure,  that  "unto  him"  that  hath,  "shall  be  given" — growth  in 
grace  is  not  only  a  duty,  but  a  test,  to  which  to  bring  our 
spiritual  condition;  and,  according  as  honest  self-examination 
shall  enable  us  to  ascertain  advancement  or  decline  in  the 
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divine  life,  may  we  conclude  that  we  grieve  or  gratify  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

That  the  exhortation  of  my  text,  as  applied  to  professing 
Christians,  is  to  be  referred  rather  to  their  private  and  per- 
sonal condition,  than  to  their  public  and  visible  subjection 
to  the  gospel,  must  be  evident  from  the  consideration  that  i; 
is  not  against  open  and  palpable  sin,  as  grieving  the  Holt 
GnosT,  that  they  are  exhorted.  This  would  have  vacated 
their  claim  altogether  to  be  considered  as  Christians.  L 
therefore  refers  to  that  more  private,  less  discernible,  bul 
equally,  if  not  more,  efficacious  determination  of  spiritual  con- 
dition, which  is  evidenced  by  this  the  presiding  principle  of 
personal  religion — b}'  what  is  more  particularly  between  God 
and  our  own  souls,  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart.  It  will,  in- 
deed, show  itself  outwardly  in  the  observance  of  all  the  com- 
mandments and  ordinances  of  the  Lokd;  but  it  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  this:  it  will  look,  and  it  will  strive  for  that  con- 
solation and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  the  sure  fruit 
of  sincere  private  devotion,  and  public  profession  of  the  faith 
of  the  gospel. 

Where  these  unite.  Christians  are  "an  epistle  of  Christ,  to 
be  read  of  all  men."  They  "adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  their 
Saviour,"  and  promote  the  glory  of  God  in  the  advancement 
of  religion  in  the  world.  They  fulfil  their  high  calling.  They 
•'walk  in  the  Spirit."  "The  Spirit  of  God  witnesseth  with 
their  spirit,  that  they  are  the  children  of  God."  They  grow 
in  grace  until  ripe  for  glory.  They  pass  to  that  immortality 
of  blessedness  of  which  the  seal  of  the  Spirit,  impressed  at 
baptism,  is  the  earnest,  and  of  which  no  power  can  divest 
them  but  their  own  personal  guilt  in  grieving  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God,  and  doing  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace. 

And  may  God  grant  that  this  feeble  attempt  to  instruct 
and  warn,  be  accompanied  with  that  blessing  which  shall 
make  it  a  word  in  season  to  those  who  are  present;  that  his 
glorious  name  may  be  exalted,  not  only  by  our  professed 
subjection  to  the  gospel,  but  by  those  fruits  of  righteousness 
which  are  by  Jesus  Chkist  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  God. 


SERMON   XXXVII. 


THE   ORIGIN   AND    USE    OF   WORLDLY   AFFLICTIONS. 


Job  v.  6,  7. 

Although  affliction  cometh  not  forth  of  the  dust,  neither  doth  trouble 
spring  out  of  the  ground;  yet  man  is  born  unto  trouble,  as  the  sparks  fly 
upward. 

Common  experience,  my  bretliren,  confirms  the  trnth  of 
the  latter  cUiuse  of  my  text,  and,  by  this  proof  of  a  common 
lot  and  condition  in  life,  establishes  the  testimony  of  Reve- 
lation to  our  common  origin  and  common  gnilt,  as  sinners 
both  by  nature  and  practice,  and  to  the  wise  and  gracious 
purpose  of  that  state  of  probation  which  the  love  of  God  hath 
granted  us,  through  the  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Re- 
'deemer.  And  reason  might  instruct  us,  upon  due  reflection, 
that,  as  no  eftect  can  possibly  be  without  its  cause,  none  of 
the  afflictions  which  befal  mankind  in  the  present  life  are 
the  efi'ects  of  blind  chance,  or  of  a  fatal  necessity;  but  that 
they  are  all  under  the  direction  and  control  of  that  infinite 
wisdom,  and  all  pervading  goodness,  which  governs  the  uni- 
verse; and  are  intended,  in  the  design  of  his  Providence,  for 
our  good. 

A  state  of  probation  necessarily  includes  variety  of  condi- 
tion and  qualifications  in  those  who  are  subjected  to  it,  as 
well  as  of  failure  and  success  in  the  best  laid  and  most  in- 
dustriously pursued  schemes  of  worldly  happiness  and  en- 
joyment. In  these,  "the  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift,  nor 
the  battle  to  the  strong,  neither  yet  bread  to  the  wise,  nor 
yet  riches  to  men  of  understanding,  nor  yet  favour  to  men 
of  skill;"  but  there  is  a  controlling  Providence,  in  whose 
hand  second  causes  are  often  turned  round  from  their  usual 
direction,  and  overthrow  the  expectations  built  up,  too  ex- 
clusively, perhaps,  upon  their  operation.  In  this,  as  in  all 
the  appointments  of  God  concerning  us,  there  is  a  lesson  of 
wisdom  and  instruction,  of  comfort  and  consolation,  which 
[Vol.  2,— *29.] 
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we  would  do  well  to  learn,  my  brethren  and  hearers.  For 
surely  I  look  upon  none  who  are  entitled  to  say,  Affliction 
cannot  reach  me:  I  am  fortified  against  trouble:  disappoint- 
ment is  shut  out  from  my  scheme  of  success  and  happiness 
in  life!  Alas!  do  I  not  rather  look  upon  many  who  have 
drank,  and  are  even  now  drinking,  of  that  bitter,  but  whole- 
some cup,  which,  by  calling  us  oft' from  present  deliglits,"and 
turning  memory  back  upon  our  sins,  becomes  an  advocate 
for  God,  and  gives  the  soul  an  opening  to  retrace  her  way  to 
him! 

That  infinite  wisdom  doeth  nothing  in  vain,  and  that  infi- 
nite goodness  intends  the  real  benefit  of  his  creatures  in  the 
administration  of  his  fatherly  Providence,  is  the  sure  ground 
on  whicli  it  is  our  duty  to  submit  with  resignation  to  his 
holy  will,  and  to  endeavor  to  improve  the  afflictions  where- 
with he  sees  fit  to  try  and  chasten  us,  to  the  gracious  purpose 
for  which  they  are  appointed:  and  as  this  may  be  comprised 
under  the  four  following  particulars,  I  shall  endeavor  thus  to 
apply  them, 

First,  to  teach  humility,  and  inspire  a  just  sense  of  our 
own  nothingness. 

Secondly,  to  lead  us  to  repentance  for  our  past  sins. 

Thirdly,  to  wean  us  from  the  love  of  this  present  evil 
world,  and  from  dependence  on  its  perishing  delights. 

Fourthly,  to  try  our  faith,  to  improve  our  Christian  gra- 
ces, and  perfect  our  souls  for  the  presence  of  God. 

"Although  affliction  cometh  not  forth  of  the  dust,  neither 
doth  trouble  spring  out  of  the  ground;  yet  man  is  born  unto 
trouble,  as  the  sparks  fly  upward." 

I.  First,  one  end  of  God's  sending  afflictions  upon  men,  is,. 
to  teach  them  humility,  and  inspire  a  just  sense  of  their  own. 
nothingness. 

Every  view  we  can  take  of  the  condition  of  man,  demon- 
strates that  there  is  no  place  for  pride  to  be  entertained.  De- 
rived from  the  dust,  and  returned  to  it  again;  his  life  short 
at  best,  and  uncertain  in  its  whole  continuance;  his  know- 
ledge limited;  his  power  circumscribed;  his  faculties  depraved, 
and  his  heart  corrupted,  what  has  he  to  be  proud  of?  Yet 
what  fruit  of  sin  is  more  conspicuous  in  his  fallen  nature, 
than  the  workings  of  this  corruption,  in  disregard  of  God, 
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and  insolent  contempt  of  his  fellow  creatures;  in  the  swelling 
self-importance  of  prosperity,  and  the  indignant  rejection  of 
adversity?  "The  wicked,  through  the  pride  of  his  counte- 
nance, will  not  seek  after  God,"  says  the  Psalmist;  and  to 
this,  as  to  its  main  cause,  may  be  traced  the  ungodliness  of 
the  prosperous  and  those  who  flourish  in  the  things  of  this 
world.  To  such,  therefore,  adversity  is  the  only  remedy — 
the  only  thing  that  can  teach  them  the  folly  of  their  way,  by 
striking  away  the  i)rop  on  which  they  lean,  and  showing 
them  practically  how  every  way  insuflicient  and  insecure 
their  dependence  is;  and  thereby  admonishing  them  to  build 
on  a  better  foundation.  And  not  only  to  the  profane  and 
open  despisers  of  religion,  who  set  their  hearts  iwon  the 
world,  are  afflictions  the  only  remedy  that  can  reach  their 
case  with  any  reasonable  hope  of  eifect;  but  such  is  the  de- 
ceitfulness  of  men's  hearts,  that  even  in  those  who  are  reli- 
giously disposed,  and  in  those  who  make  a  profession  of  re- 
ligion, a  continued  course  of  uninterrupted  prosperity  is  apt 
to  foster  the  pride  that  is  forgetful  of  God — that  hardens  the 
heart,  and  perverts  the  mind;  against  which  evil  God  hath 
wisely  appointed  that  mixture  of  blasted  expectations  and 
blighted  prospects,  which  constitutes  the  afflictions  of  the 
present  life,  and  is  ordered  and  directed  by  his  gracious  Pro- 
vidence to  bring  men  to  a  right  sense  of  themselves,  and  of 
their  dependence  upon  him;  to  humble  their  pride;  to  re- 
mind them  of  their  own  weakness  and  infirmity;  and  to  put 
them  upon  a  serious  consideration  of  their  true  interests,  as 
l^robationers  for  eternity.  As  it  is  the  natural  tendency  of 
worldly  success,  and  worldly  delights,  to  blind  the  mind  to 
spiritual  things,  and  to  increase  the  power  of  every  corrupt 
propensity  of  our  fallen  nature;  and  as  our  gracious  God  is 
not  willing  that  any  should  perish — affliction,  in  its  various 
grades  of  disappointment,  sorrow,  sufi'ering,  pain,  and  sick- 
ness— is  a  necessary  ingredient  in  the  moral  government  of 
the  world,  and  is,  therefore,  called  in  Scripture,  the  discipline 
and  instruction  of  the  Lord.  But  it  is  an  instruction,  wliich 
we  must  not  only  receive,  but  consider  and  apply,  if  we 
would  profit  by  it;  otherwise  it  serves  only  to  stupify  and 
harden,  and,  not  unfrequently,  to  drive  the  rebellious  suf- 
ferer into  the  deep  impiety  of  charging  God  with  cruelty  and 
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injustice.  The  pride  that  is  not  subdued  by  adversity — the 
spirit  that  is  not  broken  by  the  rod  of  affliction — the  heart 
that  is  not  humbled  under  such  admonition  from  the  provi- 
dence of  God — must  be  left  to  its  own  devices,  and  be  forsa- 
ken, and  given  over  to  work  out  that  overwhelming  load  of 
never  ending  misery  and  despair,  from  which  it  could  neither 
be  drawn  by  cords  of  love  nor  be  deterred  by  the  infliction 
of  suifering.  Yet  how  transient,  generally  speaking,  is  the 
eftect  of  this  great  moral  weapon,  upon  the  conduct  of  men! 
How  like  the  early  cloud  and  the  morning  dew  are  the  hum- 
bling thoughts,  and  the  good  resolutions,  and  the  thankful 
acknowledgments,  which  the  anguish  of  a  sore  bereavement, 
or  the  distress  of  a  severe  worldly  loss,  have  prompted  and 
drawn  forth  in  the  hour  of  calamity!  How  quickly  are  the 
vows  then  made  forgotten,  and  the  respite  then  granted  over- 
looked! "Who  cannot  call  to  mind  the  instance  in  which  this 
is  true  of  himself?  And  must  not  then  the  stroke  be  repeat- 
ed? If  God  hath  not  given  us  over  to  a  reprobate  mind, 
must  not  some  severer  blow  from  his  hand  be  hanging  over 
us?  Yes,  and  there  is  but  one  way  to  avert  it;  and  that  is, 
to  let  past  afflictions  and  present  mercies  now  do  their  office, 
and  humble  us  under  the  mighty  hand  which  holds  the  issues 
of  life  and  of  death,  and  controls  the  changes  and  chances  of 
this  shifting  world.  Sure  we  may  be,  if  we  have  faith  only 
as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  that  whatever  our  heavenly  Fa- 
ther sends  us  must  be  good  for  us.  Let  us,  then,  search  for 
the  good  that  is  hidden  under  his  chastenings,  and  we  shall 
find  it  in  that  humble  and  lowly  heart  in  which  God  delights 
to  dwell;  that  resigned  spirit  to  which  he  grants  the  consola- 
tions of  heavenly  comfort,  and  that  holy  hope  which  waits 
with  patience,  and  endures  with  constancy,  those  light  afflic- 
tions, which  are  the  bitter,  but  wholesome  "admonition  of 
the  Lord." 

n.  Secondly,  another  end  of  God's  sending  afflictions  upon 
men,  is,  to  lead  them  to  repentance  for  their  past  sins. 

Repentance  is  that  state  of  mind,  which  is  truly  alive  to 
the  heinous  nature  of  sin  as  an  ofience  against  God,  and  sin- 
cerely engaged  to  avoid  the  commission  of  it,  and  subdue  its 
power  over  the  corrupt  and  perverted  faculties  of  a  fallen 
nature.     As  such,  it  is  that  state  of  mind,  that  disposition  of 
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the  soul,  to  wliich  every  person  capable  of  i-eflection  and 
conscious  of  sin  should  strive  to  bring  himself;  l)ecause  it  is 
the  indispensable  condition  of  obtaining  the  favor  of  God 
and  the  promises  of  the  gospel;  for  "except  ye  repent,  ye 
shall  all  likewise  perish." 

When,  iherefore,  we  reflect  on  the  usual  consequences  of 
wordly  prosperity,  or  of  over-engagement  in  those  pursuits 
which  lead  to  it,  we  must  see  at  once  that  no  condition  can 
be  more  adverse  to  the  entertainment  of  religious  truth. 
When  a  wicked,  that  is,  an  irreligious  man,  prospers  in  all 
his  worldly  aft'airs,  and  his  designs  are  followed  with  con- 
stant success;  when  he  is  able  to  gratify  all  his  appetites,  and 
to  indulge  himself  in  the  enjoyment  of  ease  and  pleasure,  or 
even  to  anticipate  in  his  thoughts  the  time  when  this  shall 
be  in  his  power;  it  is  no  wonder  he  should  forget  God,  and 
lean  more  and  more  upon  himself.  "Is  not  this  great  Baby- 
lon that  I  have  builded?"  said  ]S[ebuchadnezzar  in  the  pride 
of  his  heart;  and  is  not  this  the  secret  thought  of  many  be- 
sides the  Heathen  king?  In  the  intoxication  of  success,  con- 
science is  perverted  or  silenced  in  the  worldly  minded  man; 
the  serious  exhortations  of  religion,  if  he  venture  at  all  to 
hear  them,  are  unheeded,  while  he  says  to  his  soul,  "thou 
hast  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years,  take  thine  ease,  eat, 
drink,  and  be  merry."  Now  in  this  condition — and  it  is  that 
of  many,  of  many  too,  who  are  neither  great  nor  increased 
in  goods,  but  whose  hearts  are  glued  down  to  the  world — in 
this  condition,  what  remedy  can  be  applied  1iut  the  rod  only? 
The  greatest  blessing — the  strongest  proof  of  the  mercy  of 
G.0D  towards  such  persons  is,  the  sending  upon  them  some 
great  affliction,  some  arresting  and  awakening  judgment, 
which,  like  a  severe  medicine  in  a  very  dangerous  distemper, 
may  rouse  them  from  their  lethargy,  may  oblige  them  to 
consider,  and  thus  lay  the  foundation  for  repentance,  and  en- 
gage them  in  the  care  of  their  souls.  This  is  the  true  pur- 
pose of  every  dealing  of  God  with  his  creatures.  His  goodness 
as  well  as  his  severity  is  intended  to  lead  men  to  repentance; 
nor  is  the  latter  ever  resorted  to  until  the  former  is  disre- 
garded. "God  doth  not  willingly  afflict  the  children  of  men;" 
but,  like  a  tender  father,  reserves  the  rod  as  his  strange  work, 
as  his  wise  and  salutary  appointment  for  their  good. 
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If  afflictions  be  thus  fitted,  when  duly  applied,  to  reclaioa 
the  sinner  from  the  folly  of  his  way,  much  more  are  they 
suited  to  convince  good  men  of  their  failings,  to  make  them 
more  sensible  of  their  errors,  to  bring  them  to  a  closer  self 
examination,  and  to  a  more  perfect  repentance  and  amend- 
ment. The  very  best  of  us,  my  brethren,  are  far,  very  far, 
from  being  what  we  should  be,  what  we  profess  to  be.  Nay, 
we  know  not  thoroughly  what  manner  of  spirit  we  are  of,  or 
what  great  imperfections  lie  hid  in  the  mazes  of  our  corrupt 
hearts;  and  it  is  by  afflictions  wisely  ordered,  that  these  are 
discovered,  that  they  may  be  amended.  Every  serious 
Christian  can  say  with  David,  "It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have 
been  afflicted;"  and  it  is  only  when  thus  applied  that  afflic- 
tions are  sanctified  to  us,  and  strength  given  from  the  Holy 
Spikit  to  bear  up  under  them,  and  to  derive  comfort  from 
them.  A  rebellious  spirit  under  the  chastening  of  affliction 
is  like  a  wild  beast  caught  in  a  net;  he  struggles  and  rages 
against  the  enclosure,  but  the  affliction  holds  him  fast,  and 
becomes  stronger;  he  bites  the  cords,  but  he  sees  not  the 
mighty,  though  invisible  hand,  which  spread  the  net,  nor  yet 
the  gracious  purpose  wherefore  he  is  thus  visited.  Not  so 
the  Christian.  He  knows  it  is  the  Lord,  and  he  bends  low 
before  his  Father's  displeasure.  He  feels  the  stroke  but  he 
kisses  the  rod.  He  looks  carefully  for  his  ofi'ence;  he  amends 
it,  and  treasures  up  the  correction  against  its  repetition. 
Thus  he  can  say  with  David,  "Before  I  was  afflicted  I  went 
astray;  but  now.  have  I  kept  thy  word." 

For  this  reason  it  is,  that  the  afflictions  and  other  suffer- 
ings God  sends  upon  his  people  and  servants,  are  declared  in 
Scripture  to  be  marks  of  liis  love  and  care  towards  them. 
"We  are  chastened  of  the  Lord,"  says  St.  Paul,  "that  we 
should  not  be  condemned  with  the  world;"  and  our  Lord 
himself  declares,  "As  many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chasten; 
be  zealous,  therefore,  and  repent."  In  the  very  nature  of 
things,  afflictions  cannot  but  be  grievous  and  painful,  when 
they  are  actually  upon  us;  but  the  end  they  are  intended  to 
answer — the  great  advantage  to  be  derived  from  them,  by 
religious  improvement — though  it  cannot,  perhaps,  bring  us 
to  desire  them;  yet  is  it  amply  sufficient  to  produce  submis- 
sion under  them,  thankfulness  for  them,  and  a  diligent  ap- 
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plication  of  them  to  God's  gracious  purpose  in  sending  them. 
And,  as  this  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  we  see  in  this  the  wisdom  of  tlie  appoint- 
ment. Affliction  makes  even  the  most  thoughtless,  serious; 
and  it  is  in  seasons  of  adversity  that  the  vx)ice  of  conscience, 
unheeded  in  the  hurry  of  business  and  in  the  wliirl  of  plea- 
sure, is  most  likely  to  be  listened  to — to  point  to  the  very 
cause  and  occasion  of  the  chastening,  and  to  prompt  to  re- 
pentance, and  amended  life. 

III.  Thirdly,  another  end  of  God's  afflicting  men,  is,  to 
wean  them  from  the  love  of  this  present  world,  and  from 
dependence  on  its  })erishing  delights. 

The  Scriptures  are  in  nothing  more  earnest,  than  in  warn- 
ing Christians  against  tlie  dangerous  influence  which  present 
and  sensible  things  exert  against  the  spirit  and  the  power  of 
religion.  Being  "contrary  the  one  to  the  other,"  the  conflict 
is  perpetual,  nor  can  it  be  ended  but  by  the  victory  of  one. 
To  reconcile  them,,  and  give  to  each  what  it  claims,  is  impos- 
sible-; and,  in  the  attempt,  millions  have  lost  themselves  for 
ever,  and  millions  are  yet  willing  to  make  the  perilous  ad- 
venture^  "No  man  can  serve  two  masters;"  where  one  is 
present  and  visible,  and  the  other,  though  not  absent,  is  in- 
visible; where  one  holds  out  his  rewards  to  the  senses  and  to 
present  enjoyment,  and  the  other  offers  chiefly  what  is  future 
— far  distant — unknown  to  sense,  and  discernible  only  by 
faith;  the  very  attempt  to  serve  both,  is  proof  that  the  world 
is  already  preferred.  "Were  there  nothing,  then,  equally 
present  and  sensible  with  the  enjoyments  of  the  world — no- 
thing to  come  practically  in  aid  of  faith,  and  remind  us  of 
our  true,  though  invisible  ■master-=-nothing  to  prove  the 
promises  of  the  one  we  have  preferred  false  and  deceitful — 
the  corruption  of  nature  would  yet  further  prevail  against 
the  influence  of  religion,  and  the  god  of  this  world  triumph, 
in  the  mastery  of  his  temptations.  But  afflictions — thanks 
be  to  God — afflictions  in  all  their  varied  shapes,  disappoint- 
ments, losses,  sufferings,  sorrows  from  many  sources — all 
come  in  aid  of  the  truth  of  God,  and  of  our  immortal  souls; 
and  by  stripping  the  mask  from  the  promises  of  the  world, 
by  proving  their  inability  either  to  arrest  or  repair  the  sor- 
row of  the  heart,  bring  deliverance  from  the  snare  of  their 
enchantment. 
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We  know,  indeed,  and  we  profess  to  believe,  that  the  pro- 
mises of  the  world  cannot  be  permanent.  "We  have  seen 
them  fail  others,  at  their  utmost  need,  and  death  will  finallj 
break  the  most  snre  possession  of  them.  Yet  all  this  is  in- 
sufficient to  overcome  the  delusion — experience,  only,  can 
prove  their  emptiness;  and  suffering  must  teach  the  obstinate 
to  build  upon  a  surer  foundation.  How  many  have  cause  to 
thank  God  that  he  hath  thus  dealt  with  them,  and,  by  do- 
mestic affliction  or  worldly  loss,  opened  their  eyes  to  see^ 
and  their  hearts  to  feel,  that  they  were  building  on  the  sand 
and  leaning  on  a  broken  reed?  To  how  many  has  the  hour 
of  worldly  calamity  proved  the  season  of  reflection  and  re- 
turning to  God?  And  to  how  many  has  continued  adversity 
been  the  wholesome  medicine  that  resisted  the  influence  of 
the  world,  and  proved  the  health  of  the  soul?  Well  do  we 
know,  my  brethren,  that  there  is  nothing  more  hurtful  to  the 
progress  of  religion  than  much  engagement,  even  with  the 
lawful  business  of  life;  insensibly  almost,  but  too  surely,  it 
usurps  the  place  of  better  things,  and  damps  the  ardor  of  the 
soul  in  its  aspirations  after  God.  It  intrudes  upon  the  time 
devoted  to  meditation  and  prayer,  and  distracts  the  thoughts 
in  the  exercise  of  devotion.  The  thorns  and  briers  choke  the 
seed;  but  God,  in  his  mercy,  sends  some  affliction,  some  loss, 
some  startling  providence,  and  the  spell  is  broken — reflec- 
tion succeeds — repentance  brings  forth  its  fruits,  and  greater 
watchfulness  teaches  "so  to  use  this  world  as  not  abusing 
it."  Thus  do  we  perceive  how  the  various  disappointments^ 
losses,  and  sufferings  of  the  present  life,  work  together  in 
weaning  us  from  the  world,  by  proving  its  utter  inability  to 
secure  to  us  its  own  promises,'i;o  comfort  us  under  their  pri- 
vation, or  to  restore  the  breach  which  God  hath  made  in 
their  possession.  But  it  is  a  work  to  which  we  must  be  par- 
ties, my  brethren,  by  serious  consideration;  by  watchfulness- 
and  care,  in  following  their  wise  direction;  and  by  thankful 
submission  to  their  salutary  correction. 

IV.  Fourthly,  another  end  of  God's  afflicting  men,  is,  to 
try  their  ftiith — to  improve  their  Christian  graces,  and  per- 
fect their  souls  for  the  presence  of  God. 

As  the  improvement  or  abuse  of  the  present  life  will  form 
Ihe  basis  of  our  future  existence,  it  is  only  by  trials  suited  to 


THE   ORIGIN   AND   USE   OF   WOKLDLY    AFFLICTIONS.         4-49 

the  various  conditions  of  our  being,  that  any  discrimination 
of  moral  character  can  be  made:  and  as  the  foundation  of  all 
religious  reliance,  and  of  all  religious  exertion,  is  faith,  or 
unqualified  dependence  on  the  divine  veracity;  it  is  there- 
fore consistent  with,  if,  indeed,  it  is  not  inseparable  from,  a 
state  of  retribution,  that  this  foundation  should  be  exhibited 
by  its  proper  superstructure  of  obedience  and  submission. 
To  this  the  whole  Cliristian  system  is  adapted,  and,  as  its 
sanctions  are  all  invisible  and  future,  Christians  arc  said  to 
*'walk  by  faith  and  not  by  sight."  Now,  whether  they  do 
thus  walk,  there  are  but  two  tests:  one  is,  obedience  to  the 
divine  command;  the  other  is,  submission  to  the  divine  will; 
and  in  the  union  of  both  consists  the  perfection  of  our  moral 
nature.  But  submission  to  the  divine  will  can  only  be  man- 
ifested in  things  contrary  to  our  own  will.  Atliictions  and 
privations,  therefore,  are  just  as  necessary  to  manifest  our 
faith  and  reliance  upon  God,  in  submission  to  his  holy  will, 
as  active  obedience  is,  to  manifest  our  actual  subjection  to 
his  righteous  government  as  Sovereign  of  the  universe. 

Hence  we  learn,  my  brethren,  to  estimate  the  mixed  con- 
dition of  the  present  life  aright,  to  discern  the  gracious  pur- 
pose of  those  things  which  are  grievous  to  flesh  and  blood, 
and  to  apply  them  to  the  increase  and  establishment  of  that 
faith  for  the  trial  of  which  they  are  appointed,  and  by  the 
power  of  which  only  they  can  be  supported.  The  Christian 
who  has  met  the  disappointment  of  his  fondest  earthly  hope 
without  repining — who  has  been  smitten  in  the  affection  of 
his  heart  without  murmuring — who  has  endured  unjust  re- 
proach with  patience,  and  pain  and  suffering  witli  resigna- 
tion, "looking  to  Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher  of  his  faith," 
presents  a  spectacle,  upon  wliich  heaven  looks  with  appro- 
bation. His  faith  has  overcome  the  world;  and  his  "light 
afflictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  work  for  him  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 

As  faith  is  the  support  of  all  Christian  graces,  the  trials  to 
which  it  is  subjected,  by  the  afflictions  and  sufferings  of  the 
present  life,  have  a  direct  tendency  to  strengthen  and  im- 
prove all  those  virtues  which  form  the  beauty  of  the  Chris- 
tian. As  "the  trial  of  our  faith  worketh  patience,"  so  doth 
an  acquaintance  with  suffering  open  the  heart  to  compassion, 
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and  the  hand  for  relief.  A  disposition  naturally  tender  will 
feel  for  distress;  and  a  bountiful  hand  will  administer  to  the 
necessities  of  others.  But  it  is  a  fellow  feeling  with  the  oc- 
casion— the  having  drank  of  the  same  cup — that  draws  from 
the  heart  its  holiest  sympathies,  its  most  fervent  prayer, 
and  from  the  hand  its  most  active  and  untiring  benehcence. 
He  who  "went  about  doing  good,"  with  a  compassion  un- 
bounded, and  a  liberality  unequalled — was  "a  man  of  sor- 
rows and  acquainted  with  grief."  He  "who  knew  no  sin," 
who  had  no  inJirmity  to  be  purged  away,  who  needed  the 
improvement  of  no  virtue,  was  yet  "made  perfect  through 
sufferings;"  and  through  the  same  purification  of  the  dross 
and  corruption  of  our  fallen  nature,  must  we  pass,  if  we 
would  "be  like  him,  and  see  him  as  he  is." 

Sinners  must  suffer,  my  brethren,  necessarily,  unavoida- 
ibly;  yet — '*0h!  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of  the  wisdom 
and  knowledge  of  God" — yet,  in  appointing  suffering  for 
sinners  in  the  present  life,  God,  even  the  most  merciful  God, 
hath  so  ordered  it,  that  afflictions  may  be  made  a  means  of 
grace,  and  suffering  the  road  to  glory.  "Man  is,"  indeed, 
*'born  to  trouble,  even  as  the  sparks  fly  upward;"  but  through 
afflictions  dul}^  improved,  and  trouble  patiently  borne,  after 
the  example  and  through  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
his  soul,  that  ethereal  spark  from  him  who  alone  hath  im- 
mortality, may  also  mount  upwards  to  its  bright  and  glori- 
ous original,  where  "tears  shall  be  wiped  from  its  eyes,  and 
sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away  for  ever." 

To  conclude:  Did  "our  afflictions  come  forth  of  the  dust, 
and  our  troubles  spring  out  of  the  ground;"  were  there  no 
other  cause  to  produce  them,  no  other  hand  to  direct  them, 
no  other  counsel  to  design  them,  no  other  power  to  over-rule 
and  remove  them,  than  the  fortuitous  results  of  unintelligible 
chance,  or  the  blind  effects  of  inevitable  fate,  there  could  be 
no  rational  comfort  or  support  to  a  considerate  mind,  under 
the  various  misfortunes  and  calamities  of  life.  For  what  is 
the  support  of  the  unbeliever  in  the  day  of  adversity,  or  what 
is  his  hope  when  death  demands  his  soul?  His  expectations, 
at  the  best,  are  slight  as  the  spider's  web,  and  his  hope  like 
the  chaff  which  the  wind  scattereth  away  from  the  face  of 
the  earth.     His  prosperity  and  mirth  can  be  but  for  a  mo- 
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ment,  and  his  adversity  must  terminate  in  despair.  For 
what  support  in  the  day  ot  adversity,  or  what  hope  in  the  hour 
of  death,  can  be  derived  from  fate  or  chance,  things  which 
have  no  being?  Where  is  the  consolation  in  being  told  that 
our  miseries  arise  from  the  necessity  of  fate,  and,  therefore, 
we  must  submit  to  them?  Where  is  the  comfort  in  consider- 
ing that  others  perhaps  are  as  miserable  as  ourselves;  and 
that  it  cannot  be  long  before  all  the  calamities  of  life  will  be 
closed  by  death?  Alas!  for  that  misery  that  sees  no  relief  but 
death,  and  death  unattended  by  hope  beyond  the  grave! 
And  yet  this  is  all  the  comfort  that  infidelity  can  afibrd,  and 
all  the  hope  of  him  that  is  "without  God  in  the  world." 
Were  there  no  other  argument,  then,  for  religion,  my  breth- 
ren and  hearers,  we  might  find  one  in  the  afflictions  and  suf- 
ferings which  abound  in  the  present  life,  and  in  the  death 
which  shrouds  the  brightest  of  its  prospects  and  the  largest 
of  its  promises,  in  the  daily  deepening  gloom  of  its  sure  but 
uncertain  approaches.  Severe  as  these  afflictions  are  in  them- 
selves, without  God  they  must  be  intolerable.  Painful  as  is 
the  divorce  between  soul  and  body  by  the  stroke  of  death, 
without  God  it  must  be  the  horrible  despair  of  interminable 
suflering  and  extinguished  hope.  The  pretences  of  philoso- 
phy, of  fortitude  of  spirit,  of  despising  pain,  and  looking 
upon  death  as  merely  putting  an  end  to  our  being,  will  then 
be  found  a  vain  and  empty  delusion.  And  the  proof,  (though 
it  will  be  too  late,)  the  proof  will  then  be  found  that  he  only 
is  capable  of  any  true  comfort  and  support  under  the  miseries 
of  litie  and  in  the  hour  of  death,  who  is  convinced  that  all 
things  are  directed  well  and  to  good  ends,  by  the  wise  pro- 
vidence of  Almighty  God;  and  who,  by  a  life  of  obedience  to 
his  commands  and  cheerful  submission  to  his  will,  has  se- 
cured the  favor  of  the  supreme  Disposer  of  all  things. 

Learn,  then,  your  privilege,  my  dear  hearers;  and,  as  you 
can  neither  escape  the  calamities  of  life  nor  the  penalty  of 
death,  employ  your  best  diligence  to  provide  against  both, 
by  acquainting  yourselves  with  God.  He  spreads  before  you 
the  counsel  of  his  wisdom,  the  rich  provision  of  his  grace, 
and  the  promise  of  his  mercy.  He  warns  you  of  the  bitter 
ingredients  that  are  mixed  up  in  the  cup  of  human  life.  Of 
this  cup  all  must  drink,  and  some  drain  it  even  to  the  dregs. 
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Bnt  the  same  God  imveils  eternity  with  all  its  glories  as  the 
prize  of  your  high  calling;  and  wisely  and  wondrously  hath 
he  wrought,  that  "all  things,"  even  afflictions  themselves, 
shall  "work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God."  "Be 
ye,  then,  workers  together  with  him,"  that  all  things  maybe 
yours;  that  shielded  by  his  power  and  protected  by  his  favor, 
neither  "tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecution,  or  famine,  or 
nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword,  may  be  able  to  separate  you 
from  the  love  of  Christ." 


SERMON  XXXYIII. 


THE   LOVE    OF   GOD   TO    SINNERS. 


1  John  iii.  1. 

Behold  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us,  that 
we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  Gou! 

The  frequent  and  serious  consideration  of  the  privileges 
bestowed  upon  the  Christian  by  the  condescending  goodness 
of  God,  is  calculated,  beyond  any  other  train  of  thought,  to 
engage  the  heart,  and  fill  it  with  those  sentiments  of  love  and 
veneration  which  form  the  noblest  attainment,  and  produce 
the  highest  gratification,  the  human  soul  is  capable  of,  M'hile 
encumbered  with  its  tenement  of  flesh  and  blood. 

In  like  manner,  to  meditate  on  the  awful  gulf  of  ruin  and 
despair  into  which  sin  hath  sunk  the  human  race,  and  to 
contrast  it  with  the  gracious  and  merciful  provision  against 
its  destructive  power  revealed  in  the  gospel,  is  efiicacious, 
beyond  any  other  known  means,  to  awaken  the  sinner  to  the 
enormity  of  his  guilt  and  the  danger  of  his  condition,  to  win 
him  back  to  his  duty,  and  to  work  that  change  in  the  feelings 
and  afiections  of  his  soul,  which,  by  divine  grace,  is  made 
efi^'ectual  to  the  sanctification  of  his  nature. 

That  ''God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  him- 
self;" that  "lie  hath  not  appointed  us  unto  wrath,  but  to  ob- 
tain salvation  through  our  Lord  Jesds  Christ;"  that  "Jesus 
Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners;"  and  that  even 
the  chief  of  sinners,  not  excluding  his  very  murderers,  are 
encouraged  to  come  to  him,  and  warranted  to  hope  for  for- 
giveness on  their  sincere  repentance, — these,  m}'  brethren 
and  hearers,  are  surely  "glad  tidings  of  great  joy,"  calculated 
to  draw  forth  Christian  thankfulness  and  praise,  to  awaken 
in  the  hardest  heart  some  sense  of  the  divine  love  thus  mani- 
fested, and  to  draw  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  life  and 
salvation  those  who,  without  him,  must  perish  for  ever. 
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"Behold,"  then,  "what  mfinner  of  love  the  Father  hath  be- 
stowed upon  us,  that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God!" 

There  can  be  no  question,  I  think,  that  the  apostle  here 
addresses  himself  to  those  who  had  embraced  the  gospel,  and 
adorned  their  Christian  profession  by  a  walk  and  conversa- 
tion in  life  conformed  to  the  rules  of  our  holy  religion;  of 
course,  it  is  to  the  faithful  Christian  only,  that  the  character 
of  a  son  or  daughter  of  Almighty  God  fully  applies.  And  it 
is  only  by  the  Christian,  by  the  true  believer,  that  the  charac- 
ter can  be  felt  and  valued  as  the  most  ennobling  privilege 
his  nature  can  be  raised  to.  Even  St.  John  himself  seems  to 
admire  at  so  exalted  a  station  beino;  assigned  to  fallen  mor- 
tals.  "Behold,"  says  he,  as  if  lost  in  admiration — "behold, 
how  condescendingly  gracious  the  Father  of  mercies  is  in 
permitting  so  endearing  a  relation  to  be  claimed  and  enjoy- 
ed by  creatures  such  as  we  are!"  And  as  he  used  it  to  en- 
force upon  his  hearers  a  corresponding  diligence  and  faith- 
fulness in  all  the  duties  of  their  holy  profession,  I  trust  it 
may  be  made  profitable  to  us  also  in  the  consideration  of 
those  particulars  which  must  combine  in  us  in  order  to  attain 
the  high  distinction  of  sons  and  daughters  of  the  living  God. 

To  this  end  I  shall  endeavor  to  show, 

FiEST,  that  the  great  and  leading  purpose  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ  is,  to  restore  and  renew  in  fallen  creatures  the  moral 
image  and  likeness  of  God,  lost  by  original  transgression. 

Secondly,  I  shall  lay  before  you  the  proof  from  Scripture, 
that  only  to  those  in  whom  this  change  is  effected  can  the 
title  of  son  or  daughter  of  God  be  rightly  applied. 

Thirdly,  I  shall  take  notice  of  the  privileges  conferred  on 
those  who  are  thus  denominated. 

Lastly,  I  shall  point  out  by  what  means  so  great  salvation 
liath  been  wrought  out  and  procured  for  us;  and  close,  with 
a  suitable  application. 

"Behold  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed 
upon  us,  that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God!" 

I.  First,  I  am  to  show,  that  the  great  and  leading  purpose 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ  is,  to  restore  and  renew  in  fallen 
creatures  the  moral  image  and  likeness  of  God,  lost  by  ori- 
ginal transgression. 

Just  conceptions  of  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  Su- 
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preme  Being  lead  us  assuredly  to  this,  as  the  gracious  pur- 
pose of  the  religion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  "God  is  light, 
and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all,"  as  the  apostle  expresses  it. 
"He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity,"  and  can  have 
no  fellowship  with  unrighteousness. 

Just  views  of  the  condition  and  qualities  of  human  nature, 
show  that  it  is  the  reverse  of  the  divine  nature;  and  in  this, 
experience,  both  of  ourselves  and  others,  confirms  the  truth 
of  revelation — "Foolishness  is  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  a 
child.  They  go  astray  as  soon  as  they  be  born."  All  com- 
munion, therefore,  with  God,  is  impossible,  without  a  change 
of  nature  in  him  or  in  us;  but  God  is  by  nature  unchangeable.  It 
is  on  the  part  of  the  creature,  then,  that  the  change  is  need- 
ed, and  must  take  place,  in  order  to  regain  his  favor  and  be 
fitted  for  his  presence.  This  is  the  basis  of  all  just  reasoning 
on  this  vital  subject,  my  friends;  and,  however  humiliating, 
cannot  be  gainsayed  with  any  show  of  faith,  or  overlooked 
with  any  hope  of  spiritual  attainment.  As  the  sick  only  need 
the  physician,  so,  likewise,  none  but  the  lost  and  undone  look 
for  the  Saviour.  Christ  has  no  form  or  comeliness  till  the 
extremity  of  this  truth  is  brought  home  to  the  heart,  in  the 
full  extent  of  its  helpless  misery  by  nature. 

Of  what  character  the  change  must  be,  belongs  to  God 
only  to  declare.  He  is  the  being  ofiended  by  sin,  and  alone 
entitled  to  make  known  the  conditions  of  pardon  and  recon- 
ciliation to  sinners.  To  expect  his  favor,  then,  or  even  his 
mercy,  upon  conditions  of  our  own  devising,  is  not  only  folly, 
but  the  most  presumptuous  sin  which  mortals,  furnished  with 
revelation,  can  be  guilty  of. 

By  what  means  this  change  is  to  be  wrought  in  our  hearts, 
it  is  equally  the  prerogative  of  Almighty  God  to  determine. 
Sin  is  not  only  a  spiritual  offence,  manifested  by  an  outward 
action,  but  it  is  a  spiritual  death;  the  destruction  of  the  divine 
image,  or  moral  likeness  to  God  in  man;  from  which  we  have 
naturally  no  more  ability  to  recover  ourselves,  than  we  have 
to  recover  the  body  from  natural  death. 

And  it  is  not  only  his  prerogative,  but  it  is  of  his  infinite 
mercy  and  compassion,  that  the  means  are  afibrded  us.  Our 
salvation,  in  all  its  provisions,  is  wholly  of  grace,  my  breth- 
ren and  hearers — of  the  free  and  unmerited  love  of  God  for 
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our  souls,  betrayed  into  sin  and  ruin  by  the  art  and  subtlety 
of  the  i^reat  enemy  of  God  and  man.  And  as  we  fell  through 
weakness,  and  not  of  malice  against  God,  as  did  our  adver- 
sary; therefore,  God  was  pleased  to  provide  recovery  for  us. 
But  if  the  means  of  recovery  are  refused  or  neglected,  now 
that  they  are  offered,  it  will  stamp  our  conduct  with  the  same 
malicious  character,  and  consign  us  to  the  same  interminable 
torment  to  which  our  enemy  is  reserved. 

Hence  it  is  plain,  God  being  our  teacher  by  his  word,  that 
as  the  entertainment  of  sin  vitiated  and  corrupted  our  origi- 
nal nature,  rendered  us  unfit  for  the  presence  and  enjoyment 
of  God,  and  expelled  us  from  paradise;  return  to  his  favor, 
and  recovery  of  the  happiness  we  have  lost,  can  no  otherwise 
be  accomplished  than  by  the  destruction  of  sin,  both  in  its 
love  and  in  its  practice,  and  by  regaining  those  pure  desires 
and  holy  affections — improved  and  confirmed  by  the  duties 
and  the  trials  of  the  present  life — which  alone  can  fit  us  for  the 
presence  of  God  and  the  blessed  society  of  heaven.  The  gos- 
pel accordingly  keeps  in  view  this  great  purpose  throughout; 
and  by  every  motive,  and  argument,  and  figure,  which  can 
be  applied  to  rational  beings  who  have  to  account  to  God, 
urges,  and  exhorts,  and  warns,  and  entreats  them  to  believe 
and  obey  what  God  hath  revealed,  as  the  fixed  and  unchange- 
able condition  on  which  eternal  life  is  to  be  obtained. 

Hence  also,  the  necessity  of  that  indispensable  change  of 
the  heart  as  well  as  of  the  life,  which  is  expressed  in  the 
Scriptures  by  being  born  again.  As  spiritually  dead — by 
nature  averse  to  and  incapable  of  divine  and  heavenly  things 
— fallen  creatures  must  be  "renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their 
minds,"  by  the  enlightening,  quickening,  and  convincing 
power  of  the  Holy  Guost.  "That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh, 
is  flesh;  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  spirit,"  says  the 
highest  authority  to  which  man  can  bring  his  inquiries.  By 
this  new  and  spiritual  birth  then,  only,  is  it  that  our  denom- 
ination is  changed  from  that  of  "earthly,  sensual,  devilish," 
,to  that  of  spiritual,  heavenly  minded,  and  holy;  and,  as  thereby 
become  "partakers  of  the  divine  nature,"  dignified  with  the 
appellation  of  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord  God  Almighty. 
"To  as  many  as  received  Him,  to  them  gave  He  power  to 
become  the  sons  of  God;  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his 
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Kame;  which  were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the 
flesli,  nor  of  the  will  of  miin,  but  of  God." 

Thus  clear,  express,  connected,  and  confirmed  by  experi- 
ence, is  the  account  which  God  has  vouchsafed  to  give  to  his 
creatures,  in  the  Scriptui'es  of  truth,  of  his  pui'])ose  and  grace 
in  CfiiiisT  Jesus,  And  as  he  hath  also  appointed  the  means 
and  directed  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  sought  for 
and  applied,  by  them,  for  the  attainment  of  this  change;  and 
as  all,  without  exception,  are  not  only  invited,  but  command- 
ed to  believe  the  gospel,  and  to  come  to  Cuhist  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  divine  image;  whosoever  shall  fail  herein,  must 
therefore  fail  because  darkness  is  preferred  to  light,  this  per- 
ishing world  to  a  heavenly  iniieritance,  and  the  "bondage  of 
corruption,  to  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God." 

^Neglect  of  the  gospel,  therefore,  is  the  broad  and  beaten 
road  to  destruction,  in  which  so  many  are  travelling  rapidly 
to  their  graves.  And  neglect  of  the  means  of  grace  is  the 
refusal  of  relationship  to  God,  not  only  as  involving  contempt 
of  his  command,  but  as  precluding  the  possibility  of  that  in- 
dispensable change  of  heart,  that  birth  from  above,  without 
which,  obtained  in  the  present  life  and  retained  by  personal 
holiness,  we  are  warned  that  "a  man  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
of  God."  And  it  ought  to  be  a  subject  of  the  deepest  alarm 
to  every  soul  who  is  placed  within  the  reach  of  this  mighty 
blessing  by  the  providence  of  God,  who  is  yet  a  stranger  to 
its  operation  and  effects.  For,  "except  ye  repent,  ye  shall 
all  likewise  perish." 

II.  Secondly,  I  am  to  lay  before  you  the  proof  from  Scrip- 
ture, that  only  to  those  in  whom  this  change  is  effected,  can 
the  title  of  son  or  daughter  of  God  be  rightly  applied. 

In  one  sense,  my  brethren,  as  the  creatures  of  God,  the 
■work  of  his  hands,  all  mankind  are  the  children  of  Goo;  and 
liad  nothing  interposed  to  divide  and  separate  the  Father 
from  his  children,  this  title  would  have  been  good  and  suffi- 
cient for  all  the  blessings  the  nature  given  them  was  capable 
of.  But  sin  caused  the  division  and  separation  of  this  rela- 
tion as  absolutely  as  extinction  of  being  could  have  done. 
For,  had  the  law  not  been  found  in  the  hand  of  a  mediator, 
the  continuance  of  the  human  rdce  would  have  been  defeated 
by  the  infliction  of  the  penalty  on  the  original  transgressors. 
[Vol.  2,— *30.] 
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God  is,  indeed,  the  "Father  of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh."  But 
it  is  solely  through  the  undertaking  of  his  only  begotten  Son 
that  he  is  so.  Abstract  the  world  of  mankind  from  this  con- 
necting link  between  God  and  man,  deprive  it  of  the  Lokd- 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  relation  of  Creator  and  creature  is  at 
once  divested  of  all  paternal  and  filial  connexion,  and  a  race 
of  sinners  are  left  under  a  hopeless  blank  of  short  and  uncer- 
tain existence,  terminating  in  death  and  despair. 

Through  sin,  men  are  spiritually  dead  to  God;  and,  as  a 
dead  child  cannot  inherit,  there  is  no  inheritance  in  the 
kingdom  of  Chkist  and  of  God  for  the  sinner.  This  the 
Scriptures  set  forth  to  us  in  every  variety  of  expression  and 
figure  which  can  impress  this  truth  upon  the  understanding 
and  upon  the  consciences  of  men.  Thus  St.  Paul,  writing  to 
the  Ephesians,  who  were  a  Christian  Church  gathered  from 
among  the  Gentiles,  reminds  them,  that  before  their  conver- 
sion "they  were  without  Christ,  being  aliens  from  the  com- 
monwealth of  Israel,  and  strangers  from  the  covenants  of 
promise,  having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world;" 
that  they  were  under  a  state  of  condemnation  and  death; 
"you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins."  "Even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,"  says  the  apos- 
tle, changing  the  person  to  denote  the  universality  of  the 
condition — "Even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,  God  hath 
quickened  us  together  with  Cueist."  To  the  Colossians,  also, 
"And  you,  being  dead  in  your  sins  and  in  the  uncircumci- 
sion  of  your  flesh,  hath  he  quickened  together  with  him,  hav- 
ing forgiven  you  all  trespasses."  And  to  the  Corinthians, 
likewise,  he  asserts  the  same  truth  argumentatively,  from  the 
death  of  Christ,  "Because  we  thus  judge,"  says  this  apostle^ 
"that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead." 

In  confirmation  of  this  point,  the  covenant  relation  of  be- 
lievers to  God  as  his  children,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  is 
derived  exclusively  from  their  new  birth  or  spiritual  regene- 
ration. By  truly  embracing  the  gospel,  men  are  translated 
from  this  state  of  death,  called  "the  power  of  darkness,"  into 
"the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son;"  and  the  sacrament  or  mys- 
tery by  which  this  is  certified  outwardly,  is  represented  as 
the  burial  of  the  old  man  or  dead  sinner,  and  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  new  man  or  renewed  believer  and  child  of  God. 
Hence  St.  Paul,  writing  to  the  Eomans,  thus  expresses  it. 
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*'Therefore,  we  are  buried  with  him  by  baptism  into  death; 
that  like  as  Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory 
of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of 
life."  And  to  the  Colossians  in  nearly  the  same  words,  "Bu- 
ried with  him  in  baptism,  wherein  ye  are  also  risen  with 
him,  through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God."  And  to  the 
Ephesians  still  more  expressly,  *'Ye  are  no  more  strangers 
and  foreigners,  but  fellow  citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the 
household  of  God;"  and  "are  builded  together  in  Curist  for 
an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit." 

In  like  manner  our  Christian  duties  are  all  exhorted  to 
and  enforced  from  the  true  intent  of  this  sacrament,  from  the 
obligations  then  entered  into,  and  from  the  spiritual  ability 
therein  conferred  upon  all  rightly  baptized  persons.  For 
thus  St.  Paul  argues  with  the  Roman  Christians,  "He  that 
is  dead  is  freed  from  sin.  Let  not  sin,  therefore,  reign  in 
your  mortal  body,  that  ye  should  obey  it  in  the  lusts  thereof, 
but  yield  yourselves  unto  God,  as  those  that  are  alive  from 
the  dead;  for  sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over  you,  for  ye 
are  not  under  the  law  but  under  grace."  So  also,  writing  to 
the  Ephesian  Christians,  "This  I  say,  therefore,  and  testify 
in  the  Lord,  that  ye  henceforth  walk  not  as  other  Gentiles 
walk,  in  the  vanity  of  their  mind — that  ye  put  off,  concern- 
ing the  former  conversation,  the  old  man  which  is  corrupt 
according  to  the  deceitful  lusts — and  that  ye  put  on  the  new 
man,  which,  after  God,  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true 
holiness.  Be  ye,  therefore,  followers  of  God,  as  dear  chil- 
dren." To  the  Colossians,  likewise,  "K  ye,  then,  be  risen 
with  Christ,  seek  those  things  which  are  above,  where 
Christ  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  Set  your  affections 
on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth;  for  ye  are  dead, 
and  your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God." 

Equally  clear  and  conclusive  is  the  testimony  of  Scripture, 
that  only  as  our  baptismal  engagements  are  fulfilled  unto  ho- 
liness of  life,  are  we  truly  the  sons  and  daughters  of  God. 

Our  Saviour  Christ  "gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  might 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  pecu- 
liar people,  zealous  of  good  works."  Where  this  purpose, 
then,  is  answered,  and  not  otherwise,  our  relation  to  Christ 
by  baptism  becomes  effectual  for  all  the  blessings  of  the  holy 
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covenant  ratified  in  his  blood.  "Ye  are  all  the  children  of 
God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jestjs,"  says  St.  Paul,  "and  if  chil- 
dren, then  heirs;  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ." 
But  though  it  is  thus  expressed  in  Scripture  of  all  rightly 
baptized  persons,  yet  must  it  ever  be  taken  with  the  warning 
•which  our  Lord  himself  has  given;  for,  while  it  is  certain, 
that  "he  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved,"  it  is 
equally  certain,  that  "he  that  believeth  not,"  notwithstand- 
ing he  may  be  baptized,  "shall  be  damned."  We  read  also 
of  tares  and  wheat  growing  together  in  the  field  of  Christ; 
of  children  of  the  kingdom,  and  children  of  the  wicked  one, 
within  the  pale  of  Christ's  visible  Church;  and  our  own  ex- 
perience certifies  to  the  melancholy  truth,  that  there  are 
thousands  of  baj^tized  persons  who  yet  walk  according  to  the 
course  of  this  world,  in  all  manner  of  sinful  compliance  with 
its  wickedness.  But  such  is  not  the  spot  or  mark  of  God's 
children;  for  "they  that  are  Christ's  have  crucified  the  flesh 
with  the  affections  and  lusts;"  and,  therefore,  if  such  persons 
continue  thus  regardless  of  their  Christian  calling  and  elec- 
tion, our  Lord  threatens  to  blot  their  names  out  of  his  book: 
and  if  they  shall  not  be  found  written  therein,  in  the  great 
day  of  eternity,  there  will  no  inheritance  be  found  fur  them 
in  his  eternal  and  glorious  kingdom.  For,  "without  holi- 
ness"— without  a  moral  likeness  to  God,  "no  man  shall  see 
the  Lord." 

m.  Thirdly,  I  am  to  notice  the  privileges  conferred  on 
those  who  are  thus  denominated  the  sons  of  God. 

The  first  is  justification.  This  is  a  compound  term,  ray 
brethren,  in  its  signification;  and  is  used  in  Scripture  to  ex- 
press the  state  or  condition  of  a  truly  penitent  sinner,  believ- 
ing in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  oflfered  in  the  gospel.  To 
such  an  one,  the  atonement  made  for  sin  by  the  death  of 
Christ,  the  cleansing  virtue  of  his  blood  shed  upon  the 
cross,  and  the  infinite  merit  of  his  spotless  righteousness,  is 
his  shield  and  defence  against  the  just  demands  of  the  holy 
law  which  he  hath  broken.  These  he  ofi'ers  to  God  by  faith, 
as  his  only  plea  for  mercy  and  forgiveness.  These,  his  Great 
High  Priest  presents  before  the  presence  of  God  in  his  be- 
half; and  he  is,  therefore,  and  by  virtue  of  their  value  in  the 
sight  of  God,  absolved  from  the  guilt  of  his  sin,  released  from 
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the  claims  of  tlie  law  upon  his  blood,  accounted  a  righteous 
person,  and,  as  sucii,  accepted  of  God.  "Tlierefore,  being 
justified  b}'  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lokd 
Jesus  Christ;  by  wliom  also  we  have  access  by  faith  into 
this  grace  wherein  we  stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glorj 
of  God."  "Being  justified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the 
redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  in  whom  we  have  re- 
demption through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins." 

The  next  privilege  of  the  true  believer  is,  adoption  into 
the  family  of  God;  whereby,  whatever  is  provided  for  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  household  of  faith  is  also  dispensed 
to  him. 

In  thg  Church  militant,  this  consists  in  the  succor  and 
help  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  the  nourishment  of  the  word  and 
sacraments;  the  enjoyment  of  God's  promises;  and  the  com- 
fort of  Chi'istiau  feUovvship,  with  growth  in  grace,  and  in- 
creasing desire  fur  more  of  God.  In  the  Church  triumphant, 
it  will  consist  in  the  vision  of  God  in  glory;  in  the  constant 
presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  in  the  society  of  angels, 
and  of  the  s]>irits  of  just  men  made  perfect;  in  the  unlimited, 
fulness  of  all  holy  affections  and  happy  tempers,  enjoyed  in 
mansions  of  love,  and  joy,  and  peace,  and  blessedness,  for 
ever.  "According  as  He  hath  chosen  us  in  Him,  befure  the 
foundation  of  tiie  world,  having  predestinated  us  unto  the 
adoption  of  children,  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  himself."  "Because 
ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into 
your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father." 

Another  privilege  of  the  sons  of  God  is,  sanctification; 
which  is  to  be  understood  of  a  state  or  condition  in  life,  and 
of  the  means  of  maintaining  it. 

The  state  or  condition  is,  separation  from  the  world  and 
dedication  to  God;  in  which  sense  all  Christians,  by  virtue  of 
their  baptism,  are  a  holy  people  unto  the  Lord.  "Ye  are  a 
chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  nation,  a  pecu- 
liar people,"  says  St.  Peter:  and,  generally,  in  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  and  in  the  epistles.  Christians  are  addressed 
and  spoken  of,  collectively,  as  saints.  This  state  or  condi- 
tion comprises,  also,  power  over  temptation  to  sin;  and  on 
this  are  grounded  all  the  exhortations  to  Christians  to  cease- 
from  sin — "Sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over  you,"  says  St. 
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Paul;  "God  is  faithful,  who  will  not  suffer  you  to  be  tempted 
above  what  ye  are  able."  And  St.  John  tells  us,  that  "who- 
soever is  born  of  God  doth  not  commit  sin;"  which  is  not  to 
be  understood  of  sinless  perfection  in  any  fallen  creature, 
but  of  the  wilful  commission  and  allowance  of  any  known 
act  of  sin  and  disobedience  to  the  law  of  God. 

The  means  of  maintaining  this  condition  are,  the  clear 
discoveries  of  the  will  of  God,  which  every  Christian  is  fur- 
nished with  in  the  Scriptures,  and  which  every  Christian 
should  constantly  study  and  apply — "For  the  grace  of  God 
which  bringeth  salvation  hath  appeared  to  all  men,  teaching 
US,  that,  denying  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  we  should 
live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly,  in  this  present^world." 
And  with  this,  the  presence  and  help  of  the  Holt  Spirit; 
the  promise  and  participation  of  which,  all  Christians  receive 
at  their  baptism — "Repent,  and  be  baptized,  every  one  of 
you,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  "JS'ot 
by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  accord- 
ing to  His  mercy.  He  saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regenera- 
tion and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  "In  whom  also, 
after  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  sealed  with  that  Holy  Spirit 
of  promise."  "Now  we  have  received,  not  the  spirit  of  the 
world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God."  "Likewise  the 
Spirit  also  helpeth  our  infirmities;  for  we  know  not  what  we 
should  pray  for  as  we  ought."  "But  the  Spirit  itself  maketh 
intercession  for  us,  with  groauings  which  cannot  be  uttered," 

The  word  sanctification  being  connected  in  our  minds  with 
the  idea  of  perfect  holiness  or  sinless  perfection — and  the 
heart  witnessing,  at  the  same  time,  how  far  short  the  best  of 
us  come  of  reaching  this  point — has  operated  against  the 
true  and  scriptural  meaning  of  the  doctrine,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  against  the  necessary  duty  of  understanding  and  prac- 
tising wliat  it  requires.  God  hath  indeed  called  us  to  holi- 
ness; but  he  doth  not  confer  sanctification,  as  a  particular 
gift  or  special  endowment,  upon  any  one,  in  the  ordinary 
administration  of  his  grace.  He  has  graciously  instituted 
the  state  of  salvation  into  which  we  are  called,  and  provided 
the  sure  means  of  our  becoming  sanctified  or  holy  persons, 
in  the  fullest  sense  of  tlie  word.  And  it  is  our  part,  my 
brethren,  to  rejoice  and  be  thankful  for  this  distinguishing 
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privilege-,  to  use  diligently  and  faithfully  the  appointed 
stneans,  in  the  full  confidence  that  his  promised  blessing  will 
inake  them  effectual,  "to  present  us  holy,  and  unblameable, 
and  unreprovable  in  his  sight,"  through  the  merits  and  death 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

A  fourth  privilege  of  the  believer  or  child  of  God  is,  as- 
surance, or  the  "abiding  witness  of  the  Spirit,"  as  it  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  Scriptures.  As  it  is  from  the  Holy  Gnost 
that  all  spiritual  attainment  in  man  is  derived;  so  it  is  by  him, 
that  all  trust  and  confidence  in  the  promises  of  God  is  sus- 
tained and  upheld.  But  this  witness  is  not  a  direct,  super- 
natural communication  to  the  believer  by  the  Spirit  of  God; 
but  the  concurring  testimony  of  that  Spirit  with  his  spirit; 
and  is  consequently  the  result  of  examination  and  compari- 
son, not  only  of  the  feelings,  but  of  the  fruits  of  religion — of 
the  life  and  conversation  of  the  man — witli  the  standard,  as 
contained  in  the  precepts  and  examples  set  forth  in  the  Scrip- 
tures for  this  great  and  necessary  purpose — "For  if  our  heart 
condemn  us,"  says  the  apostle,  "God  is  greater  than  our 
heart,  and  knoweth  all  things.  Beloved,  if  our  heart  con- 
demn us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  toward  God."  He  who 
sincerely  endeavors  and  strives  to  come  up  to  this  standard 
— whose  meat  and  drink  it  is,  to  know  and  to  do  the  will  of 
his  heavenly  Father,  though  with  much  of  felt,  acknowledged, 
and  bewailed  deficiency  and  imperfection— may  safely  take 
the  comfort  of  Christian  assurance,  "being  confident  that  He 
"who  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  him,  will  perform  it  until  tlie 
day  of  Jesus  Christ;"  that,  as  his  adopted  child,  "God  will 
never  leave  him  or  forsake  him;''  that,  as  one  of  Christ's 
sheep,  who  "hear  his  voice  and  follow  him,"  he  will  give 
tmto  him  the  blessing  of  eternal  life — will  "raise  him  up  at 
the  last  day,"  and  own  and  "confess  him  before  his  Father 
and  the  holy  angels."  "My  sheep  shall  never  perishj"  says 
Christ,  "neither  is  any  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand." 
And,  by  the  appointment  of  Almighty  God,  who  ruleth  over 
all,  "the  work  of  righteousness  shall  be  peace,  and  the  effect 
of  righteousness,  quietness  and  assurance  for  ever." 

IV.  I  come  now,  in  the  last  place,  to  point  out  by  what 
means  so  great  salvation  hath  been  wrought  out  and  procured 
for  us;  and  then  conclude. 
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On  this  head,  I  thank  God,  mj  hearers,  that  we  are  all  in- 
formed.  It  needs  not  that  I  should  tell  you,  as  of  something 
new,  that  all  blessings,  both  temporal  and  spiritual — all  favors 
and  privileges  here — all  hopes  and  expectations  for  hereafter, 
are  the  purchase  of  the  cross  of  Christ;  that  as  undone  sin- 
ners, we  have  nothing  wherewith  to  avert  the  wrath  and  pro- 
pitiate the  favor  of  a  pure  and  holy  God;  and  that  "there  is 
none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby 
we  must  be  saved,  only  the  name  of  Jesus  Chkist  of  ISTaza- 
reth."  But  greatly  is  it  needed,  that  I  should  call  your  at- 
tention, as  to  a  question  of  life  and  death,  and  that  eternal 
too,  to  the  use  you  are  making  of  this  knowledge — to  the 
effect  this  gracious  communication  from  God  has  had  upon 
your  hearts;  to  rouse  your  consciences  to  reflect  what  tlie  con- 
sequences will  be  if  you  continue  to  disregard  the  solemn 
vows  you  are  under  by  your  baptism — to  slight  the  high 
privileges  therein  conferred  upon  you — and  to  mangle  the 
holy  hope  which  springs  up  to  the  sinner  from  the  blood  of 
Christ,  by  a  life  of  sin  and  unconcern  for  salvation.  And 
what  argument  so  powerful  to  this  end  as  that  suggested  by 
my  text?  What  so  likely  to  prevail  with  an  ingenuous  mind 
as  the  long-suffering  of  our  heavenly  Father,  in  continuing  to 
spare,  under  so  many  and  so  great  provocations,  and  still 
keeping  the  door  open  for  disobedient  children  to  return  and 
regain  their  place  in  his  family?  And  this  is  yet  left  to  you, 
my  unconverted  hearers,  by  a  true  and  timely  repentance. 
This  is  the  only  privilege  you  have  not  forfeited;  and  it  is 
that  one  by  which  alone  the  others  can  be  regained,  and  all 
the  blessings  of  God's  house  and  family  become  your  happy 
portion. 

"Behold,"  then,  "what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath 
bestowed  upon  us,  that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God.'' 
Contemplate  the  gracious  plan  of  our  redemption  by  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Consider  its  suitableness  to  the  condition  of 
fallen  sinners.  Meditate  upon  the  glorious  privileges  be- 
stowed on  all  who  receive  him  as  "the  Lord  their  righteous- 
ness;" and  learn  herein  "how  God  commendeth  his  love 
toward  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  enemies,  he  sent  his 
Son  to  die  for  us." 

This,  my  brethren  and  hearers,  is  the  affecting  point  in  the 
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great  work  of  our  redemption.  It  is  not  that  we  are  redeem- 
ed, and  heaven  once  more  opened  to  the  hopes  of  sinners;  but 
it  is  the  manner  of  that  redem])tion — tlie  abounding  love 
manifested  in  the  Father  surrendering  up  his  only  begotten 
Son,  and  the  Son  consenting  to  endure  humiliation  and  death, 
for  the  love  of  our  souls — which  points  it  to  the  heart,  which 
melts  the  stubborn  hardness  of  its  sinful  corruption,  and 
softens  it  to  godly  sorrow  and  sincere  repentance — which 
moves  it  to  love,  to  honor,  to  trust,  and  serve  Ilim,  who  so 
loved  us,  as  to  "bear  our  sins  in  his  own  body  upon  the 
cross,"  that  he  might  "redeem  us  to  God  by  his  blood." 

"Herein  is  love,"  my  brethren,  "not  that  we  loved  Him, 
but  that  he  loved  us;"  and  herein  is  displayed  the  gracious 
purpose  of  that  memorial  of  his  death,  which  he  hath  com- 
manded his  disciples  to  celebrate,  until  he  shall  come  again 
to  take  them  to  his  heavenly  kingdom. 

God  grant,  dear  bretliren  in  Christ,  that,  through  the 
power  of  his  grace,  we  may  so  "discern  the  Lord's  body," 
that  all  its  holy  purposes  and  heavenly  privileges  may  be 
answered  in  and  confirmed  to  our  souls!  And  O,  that  a  beam 
from  heaven,  a  ray  of  light  from  God's  Holy  Spirit,  may 
penetrate  every  heart,  and  light  up  in  every  bosom  a  lively 
sense  of  all  that  we  owe  to  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus; 
.that  while  we  again  pledge  ourselves  to  him  and  to  each 
other,  in  the  solemn  commemoration  of  his  divine  love,  we 
may  so  eat  his  flesh  and  drink  his  blood  as  to  be  "filled  with 
all  grace  and  heavenly  benediction,"  and  so  "made  one  body 
with  him,  that  he  may  dwell  in  us  and  we  in  him." 
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And  in  process  of  time  it  came  to  pass,  that  Cain  brought  of  the  fruit 
cf  the  ground  an  offering  unto  the  Lord.  And  Abel,  he  also  brought  of  the 
firstlings  of  his  flock,  and  of  the  fat  thereof.  And  the  Lord  had  respect 
unto  Abel,  and  unto  his  offering:  but,  unto  Cain  and  to  his  offering,  he  had 
not  respect. 

All  Scripure  being  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  set 
forth  for  our  learning,  contains  in  it  all  that  can  be  needed 
to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation.  From  this  treasure-house  of 
divine  wisdom,  we  may  draw  whatever  is  profitable  for  re- 
ligious instruction,  and,  what  should  enhance  its  value  to  us, 
no  where  else  can  we  be  sure  of  saving  truth.  For  it  not 
only  comprehends  the  rules  and  precepts  by  which  we  should 
regulate  our  thoughts  and  words,  our  affections  and  conduct 
in  this  life;  but,  in  compassion  to  our  weakness,  wilfulness, 
and  inadvertence,  it  sets  before  us,  as  in  a  glass,  the  conduct 
and  conversation  of  our  kind — of  men  of  like  passions,  of  the 
same  fallen  nature,  with  ourselves,  in  every  variety  of  con- 
dition, from  the  very  commencement  of  that  manifestation  of 
mercy  and  grace  which  it  pleased  God  to  vouchsafe  to  a 
ruined,  sin-struck  race  of  beings. 

In  the  numerous  examples  of  faith  and  holiness,  of  unbe- 
lief and  rebellion,  which  are  therein  recorded  for  our  warn- 
ing and  admonition,  we  may  readily  trace  the  operation  and 
efi'ect  of  faith  in  God,  in  obedience  to  his  word  and  command- 
ment; and  the  influence  of  unbelief,  in  such  a  negligent  ac- 
knowledgment of  liis  supreme  majesty  and  dominion,  as  leads 
to  a  presumptuous  disregard  and  contempt  of  his  command- 
ments, and  of  the  appointed  and  only  means  of  mercy  and 
acceptance  for  sinners.  Of  this  we  have  a  most  instructive 
and  awakening  example  given  us,  in  two  brothers,  the  first 
born  of  a  race  of  fallen  creatures — an  example  which  I  de- 
sign, with  the  help  of  God,  to  apply  for  the  edification  of  all 
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present,  and  to  the  particular  purpose  of  our  meeting  together 
this  daj. 

Assembled,  my  brethren,  for  the  express  purpose  of  wor- 
shipping the  God  of  our  salvation — to  offer  up  our  united 
prayers  and  praises  to  our  heavenly  Father — to  own  and  con- 
fess our  crucified  Lokd,  and  to  celebrate  the  solemn  memorial 
of  his  sacrifice  and  death  for  our  deliverance  from  sin  and 
death  eternal — it  must  be  profitable  for  us  all,  to  consider 
carefully  this  earliest  act  of  religious  worship  of  which  we 
have  any  knowledge,  lest  we  also  present  an  offering  to  which 
God  shall  not  have  respect.  For  we  read  in  the  text,  that 
"the  Lord  had  respect  unto  Abel  and  to  his  offering;  but, 
unto  Cain  and  to  his  offering,  he  had  not  respect." 

The  first  inquiry  that  starts  in  the  mind,  relative  to  this 
portion  of  Scripture,  is.  Wherein  consisted  the  difference  in 
their  offerings,  in  the  sight  of  God?  We  know  that  "God  is 
no  respecter  of  persons;"  and  as  to  the  brothers,  there  is  no- 
thing previously  said  to  mark  any  difference  between  them, 
except  in  their  occupations,  the  one  being  a  husbandman,  the 
other  a  keeper  of  sheep.  They  both  came  at  the  appointed 
time  to  perform  the  religious  homage  due  to  Almighty  God; 
the  one  with  the  produce  of  his  field,  the  other  of  his  fold. 
So  far,  there  appears  no  difference  between  them.  Was  Cain 
and  his  offering,  then,  rejected  because  he  was  a  wicked  man? 
Such  a  conclusion  would  be  hasty,  and  unwarranted  by  any 
thing  as  yet  said  in  the  account  given  us.  On  the  contrary, 
though  his  offering  was  rejected,  Cain  himself  was  not  yet  a 
castaway  from  God's  mercy;  for  we  find  the  Almighty  expos- 
tulating with  him  for  being  angry  with  his  brother  because 
his  offering  was  accepted,  and  reminding  him  that  there  was 
yet  time  to  retrieve  his  false  step,  and  be  reinstated  in  the 
privileges  he  was  entitled  to  as  the  first-born — "And  the  Lord 
said  unto  Cain,  why  art  thou  wroth,  and  why  is  thy  counte- 
nance fallen?  If  thou  doest  well,  shalt  thou  not  be  accepted? 
And  if  thou  doest  not  well,  sin  lieth  at  the  door.  And  unto 
thee  shall  be  the  excellency,"  (as  it  is  in  the  margin  of  the 
Bible,)  "and  thou  shalt  rule  over  him."  When,  therefore,  we 
rest  satisfied  that  Cain's  offering  was  rejected  because  he 
was  a  wicked  man,  we  do  not  consider  the  passage  with 
sufficient  attention;  but  applying  what  happened  subsequent- 
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\}\  and  we  know  not  how  long  afterwards,  in  the  murder  of 
his  brother,  to  what  was  previously,  and  in  itself,  deserving 
of  tlie  rejection  it  met  with,  we  lose  the  deep  instruction 
which,  otherwise  considered,  this  important  passage  of  Scrip- 
ture presents  to  us. 

To  the  offering  itself,  then,  we  must  look  for  the  true  cause 
of  the  rejection  of  the  one  and  acceptance  ot  the  other.  And 
to  that  plan  of  salvation  which  God  in  his  inlinite  mercv  pro- 
vided before  the  world  began,  for  fallen  man,  must  we  go  for 
full  satisfaction  on  this  and  on  every  point  in  religion.  In 
this  glorious  plan  the  leading  and  most  remarkable  part  is 
that  which  marks  the  unsearchable  depth  of  tlie  wisdom  and 
love  of  God  our  Saviour  in  providing  a  substitute  for  the  sin- 
ner, able  and  willing  to  bear  the  full  infliction  of  divine  jus- 
tice, to  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  broken  law,  and,  by  the 
infinite  merit  of  the  atonement  made,  pay  the  ransom  of  im- 
mortal souls.  In  the  fulfilment  of  this  eternal  purpose — "His 
purpose  and  grace  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world 
began" — was  the  gospel,  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation,  preach- 
ed to  Adam  when  driven  from  Paradise,  in  the  promise  "tiiat 
the  seed  of  the  woman  should  bruise  the  head  of  the  serpent" 
— that  there  should,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  be  born  of  the 
posterity  of  Eve  a  Redeemer,  or  Deliverer,  who,  by  making 
satisfaction  for  the  sins  of  men,  and  restoring  them  to  the 
love  and  favor  of  their  offended  Maker,  should  thereby  bruise 
the  head,  destroy  the  power  and  dominion,  of  that  old  ser- 
pent the  devil,  who  had  beguiled  our  first  parents  into  sin, 
and  thereby  brought  ruin  and  death  uj)on  them  and  upon  all 
their  posterity.  This  is  the  ground-work  of  all  religion,  the 
only  foundation  on  which  either  worship  or  ofl:ering  can  be 
presented  to  God  on  the  part  of  man.  And  to  keep  alive  in 
the  world  the  knowledge  of,  and  preserve  a  due  regard  to, 
this  instituted  means  of  mercy,  God  was  pleased  to  direct, 
that  in  the  religious  worship  henceforth  to  be  paid  him,  the 
sacrifice  of  an  animal,  slain  by  the  shedding  of  its  blood, 
should  form  a  conspicuous  part;  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
guilt  and  forfeited  life  on  the  part  of  the  worshipper;  as  a 
type  of  that  sacrifice  for  sin,  which  in  due  time  was  to  be 
offered  up  upon  the  cross;  and  for  a  continual  remembrance 
that  "without  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission." 
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The  rite  of  sacrifice  being  tlius  established  by  divine  au- 
thority, as  an  integral  and  essential  part  of  religious  worship 
and  the  instituted  emblem  of  redemption  by  the  blood  of 
Christ,  we  now  see  what  constituted  the  difference  between 
the  offerings  of  the  two  brothers,  and  the  reason  why  one 
was  accepted  and  the  other  not.  We  may  now  understand 
St.  Paul's  meaning,  when  he  tells  us  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  "By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  God  a  more  excellent 
sacrifice  than  Cain,  by  which  he  obtained  witness  that  he 
was  righteous,  God  testifying  of  his  gifts."  This  it  was,  my 
brethren,  that  made  the  difference  between  his  sacrifice  and 
that  of  his  brotlier — the  one  offered  according  to  God's  ex- 
press appointment,  with  faith  in  a  promised  Redeemer,  and 
from  an  humble  hope  of  being  accepted  through  his  merits, 
while  the  other  chose  to  be  religious  in  his  own  way;  for  we 
can  never  suppose  the  one  to  be  informed  and  the  other  ig- 
norant of  what  God  had  appointed.  By  bringing  of  the  fruit 
of  the  ground  an  ofiering  to  the  Lokd,  Cain  may  be  supposed 
to  express  his  thankfulness  for  temporal  mercies;  but  he 
showed  no  sense  either  of  spiritual  wants  or  of  spiritual 
blessings.  He  felt  not  that  he  was  a  fallen  sinner.  He  of- 
fered no  living  creature  as  an  atonement  for  his  sin,  and 
whose  blood  was  to  be  shed  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
forfeiture  of  life,  and  as  a  type  or  figure  of  the  all-atoning 
sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  God.  In  short,  he  conducted  himself 
in  this  solemn  duty  as  if  he  had  no  sin  to  be  atoned  for,  no 
need  of  a  Mediator  between  God  and  his  soul,  no  faith  in 
what  God  had  most  solemnly  enjoined.  Whereas  Abel,  con- 
scious of  his  fallen  state  and  the  now  sinful  condition  of  man, 
gladly  resorted  to  the  revealed  means  of  mercy  and  grace, 
and  ofiered  a  living  creature  to  God  of  the  firstlings  of  his 
flock,  and  of  the  fat  thereof,  as  the  instituted  type  or  emblem 
of  the  Great  Tirst-born,  through  whose  gracious  intercession 
the  life  that  had  been  forfeited  was  spared,  and  through 
whose  saving  grace  alone,  it  could  be  restored  to  a  blessed 
immortality. 

Thus,  my  friends  and  hearers,  does  a  little  care  and  atten- 
tion bestowed  on  the  word  of  God  lead  us  into  the  light  of 
his  dealings,  all  whose  ways  with  his  creatures  are  mercy 
and  truth;  while  at  the  same  time  we  are  taught  the  most 
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useful  and  important  of  all  lessons,  that  no  otherwise  than 
as  God  himself  hath  appointed  and  revealed  to  us  in  his 
word,  can  we  perform  any  acceptable  religious  service;  that 
religion  in  all  its  appointments  is  of  divine  institution,  and 
in  all  its  requirements  has  an  end  and  a  purpose  in  view, 
which  it  should  be  our  most  diligent  study  to  understand  and 
to  follow.  And  thus  may  we  see  (what  I  pray  God  all  pre- 
sent may  see,  and  seeing,  take  the  warning)  in  the  persons 
of  the  two  brothers,  whose  history  is  recorded  for  our  admo- 
nition, the  two  opposite  spirits  which  have  ever  since  divided 
the  world  between  them.  In  the  one  we  see  a  lively  repre- 
sentation of  the  devout  and  humble  Christian,  w4io,  after  all 
bis  most  sincere  and  diligent  endeavors  to  serve  and  please 
Lis  Maker,  yet  conscious  of  his  many  sins  and  short-comings, 
of  his  entire  unworthiness,  in  himself,  of  the  reward  of  eter- 
nal life,  relies  solely  on  the  merits  of  his  crucified  Loed  for 
acceptance  with  God.  In  the  other  we  have  a  no  less  faith- 
ful picture  of  that  great  multitude  under  the  gospel,  to  whom 
the  preaching  of  Christ  crucified  is  foolishness — who  will  not 
have  him  to  reign  over  them,  and  neglect  altogether  that 
method  of  atonement  and  acceptance  through  which  only 
God  hath  declared  he  will  be  reconciled  to  sinners. 

From  this  passage  of  Scripture  we  also  learn,  my  breth- 
ren, the  true  nature  of  saving  faith. 

In  Abel,  "sve  see  it  exemplified  in  such  a  belief  of  God's 
word  as  produced  an  exact  and  ready  obedience  to  what  was 
commanded,  with  a  steadfast  reliance  on  the  truth  of  that 
promise,  which,  though  he  beheld  it  yet  afar  off,  he  never- 
theless trusted  M^ould  be  fulfilled.  And  discerning,  as  he 
was  taught,  in  the  blood  of  the  slain  animal,  that  atoning 
blood  which  cleanseth  from  all  sin,  he  "received  the  end  of 
his  faith,  even  the  salTation  of  his  soul."  And  thus  St.  Paul 
sets  him  up  as  teaching  to  this  day,  and  exemplifying  the 
faith  and  obedience  required  of  Christians;  so  that  by  it,  by 
this  one  act,  "he,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh." 

While  in  Cain,  the  same  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  the' 
worship  prescribed  to  fallen  man,  which  Abel  was  furnished 
with — the  same  need  of  the  mercy  shadowed  out  by  the  vi- 
carious sacrifice  of  a  slain  animal,  and  promised  to  the  faith- 
ful offerer — was  made  light  of  and  perverted.    He  listened; 
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to  the  whispers  of  that  same  deceiver  wbo  had  alread}'  ru- 
ined his  parents,  and  thereby  made  good  a  lodgement  in 
every  human  heart — who  no  doubt  assaulted  him  from  this 
citadel  of  his  power,  with  all  the  temptations  which  pride 
could  muster  up;  that  as  he  had  not  sinned  after  the  simili- 
tude of  his  father's  transgression,  the  condemnation  could 
not,  in  justice,  extend  to  him;  that  as  he  had  not  as  yet  bro- 
ken any  law  imposed  by  the  Almighty,  why  should  he  ac- 
knowledge himself  guilty?  And  what  connexion  could  the 
blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  have  with  the  state  of  his  soul? 
Of  what  benefit  could  a  Redeemer,  whom  he  had  never  seen, 
and  of  whom  he  felt  no  want,  or  a  salvation  so  distant  and 
obscure,  be  to  him?  Surely  if  he  stood  as  he  was,  and  of- 
fered to  the  LoKD  his  Creator  the  acknowledgments  due  for 
temporal  blessings,  no  more  could  be  required  of  him!  Alas! 
my  hearers,  what  proud  and  presumptuous  reasonings  does 
the  enemy  of  souls  prompt  in  the  hearts  of  those  "who  re- 
ceive not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they  may  be  saved!"  And 
what  an  awful  lesson  is  set  us  in  this  first  unbeliever!  How 
earnestly  should  deists  and  doubters  of  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  self-righteous  moralists,  ponder  and  meditate  its 
weighty  warning!  His  vain  reasonings  led  Cain  to  worship 
God  in  a  way  of  his  own  invention;  his  barren  faith  present- 
ed an  unbidden  ofiering;  his  presumptuous  appearing  before 
the  LoKD,  without  the  appointed  shield  of  the  Redeemer's 
merits,  exposed  him  to  the  vengeance  of  the  broken  law;  a 
merciful  call  to  repentance,  from  Him  "who  is  not  willing 
that  any  should  perish,"  ("If  thou  doest  well  shalt  thou  not 
be  accepted?")  being  unheeded,  hardened  his  proud  unbe- 
lieving heart;  envy,  hatred,  and  malice  took  possession  of  his 
Boul,  and  the  bitter  fruit  was  a  brother's  blood  crying  from 
the  ground,  while  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  drove  the 
first-born  of  a  race  of  sinners  from  all  that  was  left  of  hap- 
piness here,  and  of  hope  hereafter,  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond 
on  the  earth,  an  outcast  from  the  face  of  God,  a  prey  to  all 
,  the  horrors  of  guilt  and  despair.  Sad  but  speaking  emblem, 
my  brethren,  of  that  final  casting  away,  "when  the  fearful 
and  unbelieving,  and.  the  abominable,  and  murderers,  and 
whoremongers,  and  sorcerers,  and  idolaters,  and  all  liars, 
shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  burns  with  fire  and 
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brimstone;   banished  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  and  the 
glory  of  his  power  with  an  everlasting  destruction." 

Fruitful  in  instruction  as  this  portion  of  God's  most  holy 
word  is  to  all  descriptions  of  persons,  and  full  of  warning  to 
those  who  in  any  manner  make  light  of  the  gospel,  or  on  any 
pretence  neglect  the  ordinances  of  God's  appointment;  it  is 
still  more  so  to  those,  who,  led  astray  by  their  own  conceit, 
venture  to  devise  a  mode  of  their  own,  in  which  they  choose 
to  worship  God,  "going  in  the  way  of  Cain,"  as  St.  Jude  ex- 
presses it.  Here  such  might  learn,  not  only  the  great  danger 
they  encounter  of  having  their  unbidden  offering  rejected, 
but  the  still  greater  risk  of  being  given  over  to  the  delusions 
of  the  devil,  to  blind  and  mislead  them,  under  a  semblance 
of  religion,  to  utter  ruin  and  everlasting  misery;  while  to  the 
believer,  to  the  humble  Christian,  whose  "faith  stands,  not  in 
the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God,"  applied  through 
the  written  word — who  is  content  to  take  his  religion  from 
the  Bible,  and  to  be  saved  as  God  hath  appointed — it  is  "a 
lamp  unto  his  feet,  and  a  light  unto  his  path."  From  the 
issue  of  this  first  attempt  to  worship  God  after  a  way  that  is 
not  good,  because  in  opposition  to  one  that  is  prescribed  and 
commanded;  and  from  the  many  other  instances  of  a  like 
kind,  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  Old  Testament  Chm'ch; 
the  believer  learns  his  first  and  most  useful  lesson  in  this 
fundamental  truth — that  in  all  that  relates  to  salvation  "it  is 
not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God 
that  showeth  mercy."  That,  as  religion  hath  nothing  human 
in  its  contrivance,  so  neither  is  it  for  human  wisdom  to  alter 
or  amend  its  salutary  institutions.  Under  every  dispensation 
of  God's  mercy  to  sinners,  he  perceives  the  object,  the  end, 
and  the  means,  to  be  the  same.  He  therefore  diligently  ap- 
plies himself  to  the  revealed  word,  "comparing  spiritual 
things  with  spiritual;"  and  tracing  throughout  the  whole 
legal  economy  the  purpose  to  which  it  pointed — the  end  it 
was  to  answer — he  thankfully  embraces  that  light  which  the 
law  and  the  gospel  shed  upon  each  other;  he  comprehends 
more  fully  the  nature  of  "that  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath 
set"  his  disciples  "free;"  and,  careful  not  to  "use  his  liberty 
for  an  occasion  to  the  flesh,"  he  cleaves  to  Christ  in  those 
ordinances  which  Christ  himself  hath  appointed — in  the  use 
[Vol.  2,— *31.] 
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and  observance  of  which  only,  can  he  either  expect  or  obtain 
the  favor  of  God.  Finding,  therefore,  in  the  Church,  min- 
istry, and  sacraments  of  the  gospel,  the  same  instituted  means 
of  grace  which  from  the  beginning  have  pointed  to  CnKiSTy 
as  the  great  sin-oftering  of  the  law — the  substance  of  ail  its 
types  and  shadows — "the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness,  to 
every  one  that  believeth" — "the  Great  High  Priest  that  i& 
passed  into  the  heavens,  where  he  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
cession for  us,  and  is  able  to  save  them,  to  the  uttermost,  that 
come  unto  God  by  him" — his  faith  is  strengthened,  his  hope 
increased,  his  charity  enlarged;  he  sees  that  the  promise  has 
never  failed,  he  can  therefore  trust  it  for  all  that  is  to  come, 
"committing  the  keeping  of  his  soul  to  God,  in  well-doing, 
as  unto  a  faithful  Creator."  Thus  is  Jesus  Chmst,  to  him, 
"the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever."  "In  the  Lord 
only  hath  he  righteousness  and  strength,"  and  finds  "the 
gospel  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation." 

In  the  case  of  unhappy  Cain,  he  is  warned  against  giving 
heed  to  seducing  spirits,  however  plausibly  their  reasoning& 
may  be  put  together,  or  however  flattering  they  may  be  to 
the  pride  of  his  fallen  nature.  He  remembers  there  is  an 
enemy  within,  on  the  watch  to  deceive  him,  who  can  even 
transform  himself  into  an  angel  of  light.  He  therefore  learns 
to  distrust  and  deny  himself.  He  therefore  tries  the  spirits 
by  the  word  of  God — "to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony,  if 
they  speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is 
no  light  in  them." 

By  the  example  of  Abel,  he  learns  with  what  temper  and 
disposition  of  soul  to  appear  before  God;  with  what  offerings 
to  come  into  his  courts;  in  whose  name  to  offer  up  his  prayers 
and  jjraises;  and  through  whom  alone  to  expect  an  answer  of 
peace.  Discerning  by  faith  "the  Lamb  of  God,  Avhich  taketh 
away  the  sins  of  the  world,"  his  offering  is  sanctified  by  the 
merits  of  Christ,  God  hath  respect  unto  it,  and  he  also  ob- 
tains the  witness  that  he  pleases  God.  Thus  "setting  to  his 
seal  that  God  is  true,"  he  "worships  him  in  the  Spirit,  re- 
joices in  Christ  Jesus,"  and  "has  no  confidence  in  the  flesh," 
patiently  expecting  that  joyful  hour  when  he  shall  "join  the 
general  assembly  and  Church  of  the  First-born,  in  singing 
the  song  of  Moses,  and  the  song  of  the  Lamb;  ascribing  bless- 
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ing,  and  honor,  and  glorj,  and  power,  unto  Him  that  sitteth 
upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever." 

Peculiarly  applicable  and  instructive,  my  brethren,  is  this 
passage  of  Scripture,  with  reference  to  the  more  particular 
purpose  for  which  we  are  this  day  met  together.  We,  too, 
are  come  up  to  present  an  oflering  to  the  Lokd.  Let  us, 
therefore,  take  heed  to  the  warning  given  us,  lest,  coming 
empty,  we  go  away  unfilled;  lest,  offering  an  unbidden  sac- 
rifice, we  draw  down  upon  ourselves  the  anger  of  the  Lokd, 
provoking  him  to  take  away  his  Holy  Spikit  from  us,  and 
deliver  us  over,  like  Cain,  to  the  devices  and  desires  of  our 
own  sinful  hearts,  to  the  snares  and  delusions  of  the  enemy 
of  our  souls. 

Fui-nished,  as  we  are,  M^ith  the  clear  discoveries  of  the  gos- 
pel, Avith  the  substance  to  which  all  tlie  types  and  shadows 
of  the  law  pointed;  having  our  faith  confirmed,  and  our  hope 
exalted,  by  the  coming  of  the  promised  seed;  God  having 
"provided"  and  furnished  us  with  '*a  Lamb  for  a  burnt-ofl'er- 
ing"  in  the  body  of  Chkist,  once  ofi'ered  to  bear  the  sins  of 
many,  and  having  called  us  to  be  partakers  of  the  benefits  of 
this  unbloody  sacrifice;  let  us  bear  in  mind  wherefore  Cheist 
hath  thus  suffered  for  us,  and  what  we  are  pledged  to  by 
thus  confessing  him  before  men  as  our  only  hope  and  means 
of  salvation.  Let  us  look  to  those  who  have  gone  before  us, 
whom  God  hath  set  forth  as  examples  of  that  faith  and 
jjatience  Avliich  inherited  the  promises;  who,  though  they  saw 
them  only  afar  oft",  "yet  were  persuaded  of  them  and  em- 
braced them,  confessing  that  they  were  strangers  and  pil- 
grims on  the  earth."  The  flaming  altar  and  the  bleeding 
victim  are  no  more  indeed  required  from  us;  but  the  same 
sense  of  guilt  and  danger,  the  same  need  of  an  Almighty 
Saviour,  the  same  reliance  on  the  atoning  merits  of  the  blood 
of  Cheist,  the  same  faith  in  his  w^ill  and  power  to  save,  the 
same  obedience  to  and  observance  of  the  duties  enjoined, 
which  were  manifested  by  them,  must  now  accompany  our 
ofteriug,  that  God  may  have  respect  to  us  and  to  it.  Thus 
shall  we  rightly  discern  the  Lokd's  body  broken  for  our  siu" 
lul  bodies,  apply  his  shed  blood  t<.)  the  cleansing  of  our  pol- 
luted souls,  and  reap  the  fruit  of  pardon  and  peace — the 
increase  of  faith,  hope,  and  charity.     For  the  Christian  sa- 
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crifice  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Cueist  offered  up  in  this  sa- 
crament, is  to  every  worthy  communicant  the  pledge  of  God's 
mercy  through  the  satisfaction  of  Christ's  death,  relied  upon 
for  the  j)ardon  of  repented  sin,  and  also  a  means  of  grace  for 
renewed  spiritual  strength.  It  is  the  blood  of  sprinkling  which 
speaketh  better  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel.  For,  as  that 
cried  unto  God  from  the  ground  for  veno-eance  on  the  mur- 
derer,  this  crieth  continually  unto  God  for  mercy  on  the  sin- 
ner who  flees  to  it  for  refuge.  Let  us,  then,  my  brethren  in 
the  LoED,  lift  the  eye  of  faith  to  him  who,  "by  his  one  ob- 
lation of  himself  once  offered  upon  the  cross,  made  there  a 
full,  perfect,  and  sufficient  sacrifice,  oblation,  and  satisfaction, 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world;"  and,  laying  upon  the  altar 
of  our  hearts  the  Lamb  without  blemish  and  without  spot, 
let  us  approach  this  solemn  commemoration  of  our  Loed,  in 
the  humble  confidence  that  with  such  sacrifices  God  is  well 
pleased;  entreating  him,  for  the  love  of  his  dear  Son,  to  "for- 
give us  all  our  sins,  negligences,  and  ignorances,  and  to  en- 
due us  with  the  grace  of  his  Holt  Spieit,  to  amend  our  lives 
according  to  his  holy  word;"  beseeching  that  merciful  and 
compassionate  Saviour,  who  hath  redeemed  us  "from  the 
power  of  the  grave,"  to  redeem  us  "from  all  iniquity,"  to 
/'grant  us  in  this  world  the  saving  knowledge  of  his  truth, 
and  in  the  world  to  come  life  everlastiuo-." 

A  few  words  by  way  of  application,  will  impress  upon  all 
your  hearts,  I  trust,  the  infinite  importance  of  a  diligent  and 
careful  attention  to  God's  holy  word. 

In  that  word  it  is  written  of  Abel  that,  "he  being  dead  yet 
speaketh."  May  not  the  same  be  said  of  Cain,  my  friends? 
Abel  speaketh  by  example  of  faith  and  obedience;  Cain  by 
example  of  unbelief  and  rebellion.  And,  alas!  are  not  mul- 
titudes directly  interested  in  the  solemn  warning  given  them 
in  his  miserable  fate,  seeing  they  stand  in  the  same  danger? 
How  many,  (I  speak  of  those  under  the  gospel,)  how  many, 
more  perverse  even  than  he,  make  no  acknowledgment  what- 
ever of  God  as  the  Almighty  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the  uni- 
verse, by  any  mode  of  worship  either  public  or  private? 
What  multitudes  among  us  make  no  account  of  the  mercies 
revealed  in  the  gospel,  of  the  salvation  it  offers?  In  this 
Christian  assembly,  what  a  stnall  proportion  entertain  even 
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an  outward  regard  for  the  unspeakable  interests  of  their  im- 
mortal souls.  How  numerous  are  they  who,  though  they 
know  the  truth,  yet  love  it  not;  though  they  hear  the  warn- 
ing, yet  heed  it  not;  but  go  off,  one  to  his  farm  and  another 
to  his  merchandise — this  to  his  profession  and  that  to  his 
pleasures.  Yea,  what  numbers,  even  in  the  professing  world, 
skim  over  the  word  of  life,  and  take  only  what  suits  their 
indolence  or  their  convenience,  setting  their  own  careless 
thouglit  in  opposition  to  the  clearest  declarations  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spikit  in  the  Scriptures,  and,  forsaking  the  fountain  of 
living  waters,  hew  out  for  themselves  cisterns  of  salvation — 
but,  alas!  they  are  "broken  cisterns  which  can  hold  no  wa- 
ter"— building  on  the  sand,  and  with  untempered  mortar,  a 
wall  of  defence  for  their  souls — -part  Scriptural,  and  part  the 
invention  of  man.  Oh!  that  they  would,  all  of  them,  care- 
fully consider  and  meditate  upon  this  fruitful  passage  of 
Scripture,  this  double  warning  of  God's  word,  teaching  by 
example  as  well  as  by  precept,  and  weigh  well  the  dreadful 
consequences  which  followed  this  tirst  departure  from  God 
in  his  appointed  worship;  that  tliey  would  understand  that 
Cain  became  not  envious  and  a  murderer  until,  in  the  pride 
of  his  heart,  he  thought  himself  wiser  than  God,  and  suffi- 
cient to  prescribe  a  mode  of  worship  for  himself — a  self- 
righteous  intrusion  into  God's  almighty  prerogative  of  ap- 
pointing the  conditions  and  the  means  of  salvation  for  sin- 
ners; that  even  then  he  was  not  given  over  to  a  reprobate 
mind,  until  he  had  slighted  an  expostulation  on  his  folly,  and 
a  call  to  repentance!  O,  bethink  you,  my  careless  hearers, 
how  often  God  hath  expostulated  with  you  by  his  ministers, 
by  his  word,  and  his  Spirit;  and  learn  to  fear,  that  though 
he  is  long-sulfering,  he  "will  in  no  wise  let  you  go."  Oh! 
that  those  who  slight  altogether  the  duties  of  religion,  and 
live  without  God  in  the  world,  would  hear  the  deep  excla- 
mation of  one  of  Cain's  descendants,  and  with  him  lay  to 
heart,  that  "if  Cain  shall  be  avenged  sevenfold,  truly  shall" 
such  "be  avenged  seventy  and  seven  fold!"  Oh!  that  those 
who  pretend  to  believe  the  gospel,  and  yet  slight  the  means 
and  mercies  it  presents — who  talk  of  the  merits  of  Christ, 
and  yet  are  strangers  to  the  appointments  of  Christ,  would 
now  learn,  that  a  Christian  hope  is  only  given  to  a  Christian 
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life;  that  the  liope  of  the  hypocrite  is  like  the  spider's  web, 
"like  the  chaif  which  the  wind  scattereth  away  from  over 
the  face  of  the  earth."  Oh!  that  the  professing  world  would 
from  hence  learn,  that  though  "there  is  a  way  that  seemeth 
right  unto  a  man,"  yet  "the  ends  thereof  are  the  ways  of 
death" — that  "not  every  one  that  saith  unto  Christ,  Lord, 
Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he  only 
that  doeth  the  will  of  God,"  as  revealed  in  his  word  and  en- 
joined in  his  most  holy  worship.  And  Oh!  that  we  may  all 
search  deeper,  see  clearer,  and  live  holier;  that  God  may 
have  respect  unto  us  and  unto  our  offerings  of  worship  and 
praise;  that  he  may  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of  life,  and 
bring  us  to  his  everlasting  rest,  with  righteous  Abel,  and  all 
the  blessed  company  of  heaven,  to  glorify  his  matchless  grace 
to  us  ward  in  Christ  Jesus,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


SERMON  XL. 

THE   STATE  OF  THE  DEPARTED. — A   FUNERAL    DISCOURSE^ 


Job  xiv.  14. 
If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again? 

Did  the  inquiry  contained  in  my  text  embrace  only  a  com- 
mon interest,  little  need  would  there  be,  my  brethren  and 
hearers,  to  put  to  you  a  question,  which  all  present  are  com- 
petent to  answer.  Did  the  death  of  our  friends  and  relations 
involve  in  it  the  gloomy  and  comfortless  thought  of  extinguish- 
ed being,  small  reason  could  there  be,  for  assembling  to- 
gether on  such  melancholy  occasions;  and  still  smaller  the 
expectation,  that  from  so  common,  so  inevitable,  and  so  fre- 
quently recurring  a  circumstance,  any  thing  of  hope  or  com- 
fort, of  warning  and  instruction,  could  be  drawn.  They  who 
are  bereaved  by  death  of  an  object  of  affection  and  regard — 
the  mourning  husband — the  disconsolate  wife — the  atHicted 
father — the  weeping  mother— the  helpless  orphan  and  dis- 
tressed friend — might  be  left  to  grieve  alone,  over  blasted 
hopes  and  blighted  expectations,  seeing  no  consolation  could 
be  offered,  no  comfort  derived,  no  instruction  received,  of  a 
higher  grade  than  would  be*  equally  applicable  to  the  beasts 
that  perish. 

But  when  the  answer  to  my  text,  which  by  the  gospel  we 
are  all  enabled  to  give,  leads  us  beyond  the  grave,  to  the 
confines  of  an  eternal  world,  where  death  shall  no  more  be 
the  object  either  of  hope  or  fear,  when  the  grave  of  a  fellow 
creature  utters  its  uniform  warning  to  those  who  are  expec- 
tants of  the  same  appointed  end;  the  purpose  for  which  we 
are  met  together  assumes  its  proper  character;  the  sympathies 
of  our  common  nature  expand  to  the  sorrow's  of  our  kind;  the 
warning  presented  to  us  strikes  on  our  own  personal  concern: 
and  the  softened  heart  learns  to  realize  the  deep  and  solemn 
truth  "that  it  is  better  to  go  to  the  house  of  mourning,  than 
to  the  hou^se  of  feasting." 
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Shall  we  then  live  again,  my  brethren?  Shall  another  state 
of  being  bring  us  once  more  together,  to  enjoy  or  suffer? 
These  are  questions  which  inrolve  whatever  can  awaken  the 
attention  and  engage  the  feelings  of  mortal,  but  intelligent 
creatures;  and,  as  such,  form  a  suitable  subject  for  our  present 
meditations.  To  the  deceased,  these  questions  are  already 
resolved.  She  now  knows,  intimately,  the  unspeakable  things 
of  the  separate  state.  To  her,  faith  is  lost  in  sight;  and  we 
trust,  through  the  mercy  of  Gou  in  Christ  Jesus,  hope  has 
ended  in  enjoyment.  But  to  those  she  has  left  behind — they 
are  yet  suspended  on  the  daily  shortening  limit  of  an  uncer- 
tain existence.  And  were  she  permitted  to  speak  to  you,, 
she  would  now  unite  with  me,  in  pressing  upon  those  who 
were  dear  to  her  in  this  life,  and  upon  all  present,  the  infinite 
consequences  which  flash  upon  the  mind,  from  this  short,  but 
anxious  and  impressive  passage  of  Scripture.  We  know  that 
we  live,  my  hearers.  Apprehension  and  experience  teach 
us,  that  we  have  to  die.  What  more  important  inquiry,  theUy 
can  engage  our  attentio^n,  than,  with  this  speaking  and  afflic- 
tive proof  of  our  common  mortality  before  us,  to  look  into 
the  grave  of  the  wife  torn  from  her  husband — the  mother 
from  her  children — the  child  from  her  parent — the  relation 
from  her  kindred,  and  ask  ourselves  the  concerning  question 
— "If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again?" 

To  press  this  meditation  upon  you,  my  friends,  and  to 
assist  you  in  making  it  profitable,  I  shall,  in  the 

First  place,  consider  the  proofs  we  are  furnished  with,  of 
another  state  of  being. 

Secondly,  the  nature  of  that  future  state. 

Thirdly,  the  preparation  required  for  it;  and  then,. 

Conclude,  with  an  application  of  the  subject.. 

"If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again?" 

I.  First,  I  am  to  consider  the  proofs  we  are  furnished  withy 
that  another  state  of  being  awaits  us  after  death. 

Now  these  proofs  are  derived  from  the  nature  of  the  soul; 
from  the  present  condition  of  the  world;  and,  above  all,  from 
the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ. 

That  rational  creatures  are  comjjounded  of  two  distinct 
substances,  a  material  body,  and  an  immaterial  spirit,  is  the 
experience  of  every  creature  thus  rational.     And  the  first 
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exertion  of  thought  or  reason,  the  first  sensation  of  hope  or 
fear,  tlie  first  emotion  of  joy  or  grief,  did  we  endeavor  to 
know  ourselves  as  we  ought  to  do,  would  convince  us  that 
we  are  thus  compounded.  For  when  we  tliink  or  reason, 
love  or  hate,  hope  or  fear,  rejoice  or  grieve,  it  is  plain  that 
it  is  not  the  body  which  performs  these  acts.  Neither  our 
limbs,  nor  our  trunk,  nor  our  head,  nor  our  heart,  is  what 
thinks  and  reasons,  wills  and  refuses,  likes  and  dislikes, 
grieves  and  rejoices;  but  something  separate^  from  the  body, 
of  another  nature,  that  hath  its  abode  within  it,  though  un- 
seen and  intangible. 

This,  perhaps,  will  be  plainer  to  your  apprehension,  if  you 
consider  that  the  body  may  be  mutilated,  and  deprived  of 
all  its  inferior  members,  yea,  may  lose  all  sense  of  feeling, 
and  power  of  motion,  as  in  the  case  of  a  general  palsy,  while 
the  immaterial  spirit  retains  its  faculties  entire.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  mind  or  thinking  faculty  may  be  entirely 
useless,  while  the  body  is  in  perfect  repair,  as  in  the  case  of 
idiots  and  deranged  persons.  Yery  varimis,  indeed,  are  the 
degrees,  in  which  the  soul  and  the  body  act  mutuall}''  upoH' 
each  other,  and  are  powerfully  affected  tlie  one  l)y  the  other. 
But  while  this  is  conclusive  for  their  intimate  union,  it  is  not 
so  for  their  identity.  Indeed  the  distinction  between  them, 
and  the  superiority  of  spirit  over  matter — its  capacity  to  ex- 
ist, and  perform  its  functions,  when  the  body  is  altogether 
useless — is  so  plain  and  obvious,  that  it  admits  the  fair  pre- 
sumption, and  afi'ords  a  good  reason  for  concluding,  that  it 
survives  the  dissolution  of  the  body.  Tlie  nature  of  the  soul, 
also,  confirms  this  conclusion.  That  which  perceives  and 
wills,  cannot  be  composed  of  parts.  Being  uncompounded, 
therefore,  it  cannot  be  dissolved;  and  in  our  meaning  of  the 
word  death,  it  cannot  die.  Tlie  objects  it  is  conversant  with, 
also;  the  extent  to  which  it  can  soar  in  things  abstracted  from 
matter;  the  speculations  with  which  it  is  familiar,  when  the 
body  does  not  clog  and  weigh  it  down;  its  wonderful  range 
into  things  spiritual  and  heavenly,  unmixed  and  eternal;  all 
these  demonstrate  a  class  of  being,  distinct  from  any  neces- 
sary dependence  on  animal  life.  The  body  is  an  instrument, 
prepared  for  and  adapted  to  the  soul;  something  joined  to  it 
for  a  time;  and  though  the  connexion  is  very  close,  while 
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they  subsist  together,  yet  every  thing  we  can  observe  con* 
firms  the  conchision,  that  when  the  body  perishes,  we  do 
not,  therefore,  cease  to  be;  and  as  the  soul  is  the  seat  of  con- 
sciousness, we  may  as  really  exist  after  its  separation  from 
the  body  by  the  stroke  of  death,  as  before.  The  body  gives 
personality  to  the  soul,  but  is  not  essential  to  the  exercise  of 
its  peculiar  faculties,  nor  yet  to  the  enjoyments  and  suffer- 
ings of  wliich  it  is  capable  in  its  own  nature. 

Such  are  some  of  the  arguments  which  serve  to  demon- 
strate the  distinct  and  independent  existence  of  the  soul  of 
man;  and  tliough  not  needed  by  tliose  who  have  the  benefit 
of  revelation,  are,  nevertheless,  of  importance  to  convince 
gainsayers,  by  showing  the  agreement  of  revelation  and  rea- 
son, and  thereby  endearing  to  us  that  blessed  light  which 
shines  upon  our  darkness,  takes  our  shallow  reason  by  the 
hand,  and  guides  it  through  all  the  wonders  of  God's  rich 
redeeming  love,  to  the  infallible  certainty  of  that  state  of  fu- 
ture being,  to  which  we  are  all  liastening  as  speedily  as  the 
flight  of  time  can  carry  us  forward. 

The  proof  of  another  state  of  being,  from  the  present  state 
of  the  world,  is  equally  conclusive. 

As  we  are  all  the  creatures  of  the  same  God,  were  we  de- 
signed for  the  present  life  only,  an  equality  of  condition  in 
this  world  would  seem  to  be  the  result  of  the  disposal  of  us 
by  an  almighty,  wise,  and  just  Being.  But  this  is  demon- 
strably not  the  case,  either  in  the  original  qualifications  of 
our  minds,  or  in  the  constitution  of  our  bodies,  or  in  the  cir- 
cumstances (over  which  we  have  no  control)  under  which  we 
come  into  life,  or  in  the  duration  of  our  existence.  If,  to  ob- 
viate this  difficulty,  we  assume,  that  the  visible  inequality  of 
condition  among  mankind  is  the  consequence  of  retribution 
for  good  or  evil  conduct,  this  conduct  must  have  been  pre- 
vious to  the  present  life,  which  involves  the  absurdity  of  a 
pre-existent  state  of  which  we  liave  no  consciousness,  and 
under  any  circumstances  would  require  that  prosperity  and 
adversity,  enjoyment  and  suffering,  under  the  direction  of  a 
perfectly  just  Being,  should  be  in  exact  proportion  to  indi- 
vidual desert.  But  as  this  is  evidently  not  the  method  of 
that  government  under  which  we  are  found,  it  follows,  that 


TDK   STATE   OF   THB   DEPARTED.  483 

there  must  be  a  future  state,  in  which  all  that  appears  une- 
qual in  this  life  will  be  exactly  recompensed. 

From  this  conclusion  there  is  no  escape,  but  in  the  denial 
of  God,  as  the  righteous  governor  of  the  universe — no  retreat, 
but  to  the  gloomy  caverns  of  atheism,  or  to  the  grave,  as  the 
impregnable  prison-house  of  both  body  and  soul  for  ever. 
Indeed,  so  plain  and  obvious  is  this  conclusion  to  the  natural 
apprehensions  of  all  men,  that  even  the  Heathen  world  ac- 
knowledge it,  and  were,  and  are,  in  no  small  degree,  regu- 
lated by  it.  Nor  is  there  that  being,  or  race  of  beings,  on 
the  face  of  this  earth,  however  low  and  unenlightened,  who 
arc  not,  to  some  extent,  nnder  the  influence  of  this  universal 
impression.  I  do  not,  however,  say  that  all  have  equally 
just  view^s  of  a  future  state,  or  are  influenced  in  their  conduct 
by  the  only  conceivable  purpose  of  such  an  appointment  of 
the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  Almighty  God.  Sad  and  gross 
are  the  perversions  of  this  truth,  though  deepest  engraved  on 
the  heart  of  man;  but  it  exists  and  is  acknowledged  wherever 
a  descendant  of  Adam  can  be  found.  I*^or  do  I  say  that 
there  never  was  an  atheist — though  I  doubt  it.  Many  have 
professed  themselves  such — betrayed  by  the  aft'ectation  of 
superior  wisdom,  or  by  the  pride  of  singularity,  to  speak 
against  their  conscience  at  the  beginning,  and  to  persist  in 
it  against  the  demonstration  of  God's  power  and  providence 
in  the  government  of  the  universe,  until  he  is  provoked  to 
give  them  up  to  strong  delusion,  even  to  believing  their  own 
lie;  as  is  the  case,  in  like  manner,  with  those  who  neglect  or 
scoft'at  revealed  religion,  from  the  vain  imagination  that  it 
marks  them  as  persons  of  superior  discernment.  Such  com- 
monly go  on,  resisting  the  better  sense  of  their  own  minds, 
and  the  reproofs  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  until  they  become  seared, 
as  it  were,  with  a  red-hot  iron — callous  and  impenetrable  to 
every  thing  but  the  near  approach  of  death,  which  fearfully 
convinces  them,  but  too  late,  that  they  have  bartered  away 
their  souls  for  the  vanity  of  a  name  which  is  about  to  be  ex- 
tinguished for  ever.  Beware,  my  dear  young  friends,  of  this 
cruel  vanity,  and  remember  that  "the  fear  of  the  Lokd  is  the 
beginning  of  wisdom." 

But,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  arguments  for  a  fu- 
ture state  from  the  nature  of  the  soul,  and  the  present  une- 
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qual  distribution  of  good  and  evil  in  the  world,  the  page  of 
revelation  has  removed  all  difficulty  and  doubt  from  us,  my 
hearers,  to  whom  "life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light 
by  the  gospel."  "Whatever  was  probable  from  the  nature  of 
the  soul;  whatever  appeared  reasonable  from  the  existing 
condition  of  the  world;  what  reason  approves  and  conscience 
affirms;  is  now  put  beyond  dispute,  by  the  resurrection  of 
Cheist  from  the  dead.  And  however  dark  and  obscure  the 
intimations  of  a  future  state  and  of  a  righteous  judgment, 
given  before  the  coming  of  Christ,  may  appear  to  us,  yet 
certain  it  is,  that  on  this  basis  every  dispensation  of  religion 
which  God  has  vouchsafed  to  the  world,  has  been  founded; 
and  in  all  ages,  whosoever  feared  God  and  wrouglit  righteous- 
ness, did  it  upon  the  sure  foundation,  "that  God  is,  and  that 
he  is  the  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him;"  and 
that,  if  not  in  this  life,  yet  in  that  which  is  to  come,  "he  will 
render  unto  every  man  according  as  his  work  shall  be." 

Upon  this  unshaken  principle  of  truth  and  justice.  Job 
was  enabled  to  bear  up  under  the  severe  trial  to  which  it 
pleased  God  to  subject  him;  upon  this  ground  he  was  able  to 
answer  his  own  question,  and  to  find,  in  the  answer,  the  only- 
rational  argument  for  patience  and  submission  under  the 
afflictions  and  privations  of  the  present  life — "If  a  man  die, 
shall  he  live  again?"  Yes,  he  shall  live  again;  therefore,  says 
Job  in  this  chapter,  "All  the  da^^s  of  my  appointed  time  will 
I  wait,  till  ray  change  come.  Thou  shalt  call,  and  I  will  an- 
swer: thou  wilt  have  a  desire  to  the  work  of  thy  hands."  Up- 
on no  other  principle,  my  friends,  has  religion  any  claim  to 
our  regard;  for  religion  is  only  another  word  to  express  pre- 
paration for  another  state  of  being.  Defeat  or  lose  sight  of 
this  primary  truth,  and  the  world  becomes  a  dark  and  dreary 
prison-house,  without  a  single  ray  of  light  or  comfort  under 
its  unavoidable  miseries — a  huge  golgotha  of  carnage,  for 
Death  to  revel  in.  Without  a  reward  for  the  righteous,  re- 
tribution to  the  wicked,  good  and  evil  in  human  actions  are 
mere  arbitrary  denominations.  But  upon  the  reasonable  and 
revealed  foundation  of  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, faith  can  put  forth  its  miglity  energies;  hope  can  in- 
vigorate resolution;  charity  can  exert  its  unfailing  influence; 
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patience  can  have  her  perfect  work;   and  submission  to  the 
will  of  God  be  crowned  with  an  everhisting  recompense. 

Thus  have  I  showed  you  the  grounds  and  reasons  on  which 
the  doctrine  of  a  future  state  is  most  surely  believed  among 
us;  and  thus  are  we  all  left  without  excuse,  my  hearers,  if  the 
clear  and  concurring  testimony  of  reason  and  revelation  fails 
so  to  convince  us  of  this  fundamental  truth,  as  to  bring  our 
lives  under  its  constant  influence.  To  believe  tiiis  doctrine, 
•and  to  act  accordingly,  is  to  dig  deep,  and  to  build  upon  the 
rock  which  cannot  be  moved;  while  to  neglect  it,  or  to  enter- 
tain it  in  the  mind  as  a  matter  of  mere  speculation,  is  to  build 
upon  the  sand — upon  what  will  give  way  and  deceive,  and 
leave  us  without  support,  not  only  under  the  afflictions  of 
time,  but  in  that  great  and  dreadful  day  "when  the  heavens 
«hall  flee  away  with  a  great  noise;  the  earth,  also,  and  the 
works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burnt  up;  and  the  dead,  small 
and  great,  shall  stand  before  God,  to  receive  according  to  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body." 

II.  Secondly,  I  am  to  consider  the  nature  of  that  future 
state. 

That  it  must  be  altogether  different  from  that  in  which  we, 
at  present,  subsist,  we  are  in  some  degree  prepared  to  appre- 
hend, from  the  separation  which  takes  place  at  death  be- 
twixt the  soul  and  the  body,  when  "the  dust  returns  to  the 
earth  as  it  was,  and  the  spirit  returns  to  God  who  gave  it." 
But  what  becomes  of  the  spiritual  part  of  our  frame — where, 
and  in  what  condition  it  exists — can  onl}'  be  known  from 
what  God  hath  discovered  to  us  in  his  word,  of  the  invisible 
state  of  departed  spirits.  From  revelation,  then,  we  learn 
that  the  state  of  death  consists  of  two  stages  of  existence;  one 
between  death  and  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  the  other 
after  the  judgment  of  the  great  day. 

The  first  is  called  the  separate  state,  because  the  soul  is 
disjoined  from  the  body.  It  is  distinguished  in  the  Scriptures 
by  the  name  Hades;  and  is  the  place  into  which  our  blessed 
Lord's  spirit  went,  during  the  three  days  his  body  lay  in  the 
grave.  Of  this  separate  state,  the  Scriptures  inform  us  there 
are  two  distinct  conditions — that  of  the  righteous  and  that  of 
the  wicked;  in  which  they  severally  await  the  righteous 
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judgment  of  God,  with  a  consciousness  and  foretaste  of  what 
that  will  be. 

That  the  state  of  the  soul  after  death  is  not  a  state  of  in- 
sensibility, as  some  have  held,  is  plainly  set  forth  to  us  in 
many  passages  of  lioly  writ;  as  also,  that  it  is  a  state  of 
consciousness,  and  happy  or  otherwise  according  as  that  con- 
sciousness is  affected  by  the  tenor  of  the  past  life.  Thus  in 
the  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  the  latter  is  rep- 
resented as  carried  by  angels  into  Abraham's  bosom,  and 
comforted  there;  but  the  former  awoke  "in  hell,  being  in  tor- 
ments"— that  is  in  Hades^  or  the  separate  state,  with  a  fore- 
taste of  the  misery  he  had  brought  upon  liimself,  by  his 
sensual,  sinful  life.  For  to  suppose,  as  many  too  hastily  do, 
that  he  was  in  the  state  of  the  damned — because  the  word 
hell  is  now  so  applied — is  contrary  to  the  whole  warrant  of 
Scripture,  which  uniformly  represents  the  place  of  eternal 
punishment  as  subsequent  to  the  general  judgment,  and  con- 
sequent on  the  righteous  sentence  then  to  be  pronounced. 

Thus,  also,  in  our  Saviour's  promise  to  the  penitent  thief 
— "verily  I  say  unto  thee,  to-day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in 
Paradise,"  the  proper  meaning  is,  that  his  soul  should  ac- 
company that  of  the  Saviour  to  that  division  of  Hades  appro- 
priated to  the  righteous.  St.  Paul,  likewise,  who  was  caught 
up  into  the  third  heaven  long  before  he  died,  and,  being  an 
eye  witness,  must  be  considered  good  authority,  had  such  a 
clear  view  of  the  happiness  of  the  separate  state  to  the  souls 
of  the  righteous,  that  he  was  filled  with  the  "desire  to  depart, 
and  be  with  Chkist." 

St.  John,  also,  in  the  view  which  he  had  of  the  invisible 
world,  rej^resents  the  separate  state  as  one  of  consciousness 
and  activity.  "I  saw  under  the  altar,"  says  he,  "the  souls  of 
them  that  w^ere  slain  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  testi- 
mony which  they  lield;  and  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
saying.  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  dost  thou  not  judge 
and  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth?  And 
white  robes  were  given  unto  every  one  of  them,  and  it  was 
said  unto  them,  that  they  should  rest  yet  for  a  little  season, 
until  their  fellow-servants  also,  and  their  brethren,  that  should 
be  killed  as  they  were,  should  be  fulfilled."  And  St.  Jude  in- 
forms us,  that  even  the  devils  thdiselves  are  not  yet  con- 
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signed  to  the  place  of  eternal  tormeut.  For,  says  be,  ''the 
angels  ^v•hich  kept  not  their  first  estate,  but  left  their  own 
habitation,  lie  hath  reserved  in  everlasting  chains,  under 
darkness,  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day." 

Carelessly,  then,  do  we  express  ourselves,  iny  hearers, 
when  we  say  that  death  consigns  us  at  once  to  heaven  or  to 
hell.  It  indeed  determines  what  our  ultimate  condition  shall 
be,  for  the  separate  state  has  uo  provision  for  repentance  and 
amendment,  annexed  to  it.  The  present  life  is  to  every  man 
that  portion  of  his  being,  by  which  eternity  will  be  deter- 
mined. As  the  tree  falls,  so  it  lies.  As  the  grave  receives 
us,  such  will  judgment  find  us.  For  it  is  on  account  of  that 
judgment,  and  to  bring  us  together  to  receive  its  sentence, 
that  tlie  body  is  kept  in  the  grave,  and  the  soul  in  the  sepa- 
rate state,  until  all  be  fulfilled  which  relates  to  this  world. 
Then  shall  that  capital  doctrine  of  our  laith,  the  resurrection 
of  the  body,  be  realized;  that  soul  and  body,  once  more 
united,  may  appear  at  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  to  answer 
for  their  joint  conduct  in  this  life,  and  according  thereto  to 
be  jointly  happy  or  miserable  for  ever.  To  that  end,  the 
body  will  be  fitted  for  its  immortal  destiny,  being  raised  in- 
corruptible, no  more  capable  of  change  or  decay. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  that  future  state,  to  which  we  are  all 
fast  hastening,  my  dear  hearers,  and  upon  which  our  depart- 
ed friend  has  already  entered.  In  her,  no  further  change  can 
take  place,  until,  once  more  united  to  the  body  in  which  we 
knew,  we  shall  again  know  her,  and  stand  together  before 
our  Judge.  O  how  full  of  interest  is  such  a  thought,  my 
brethren!  How  full  of  comfort  in  the  loss  of  dear  friends! 
How  is  the  bitterness  of  separation  sweetened,  and  death  it- 
self converted  into  a  friend,  whose  welcome  stroke  shall  restore 
us  to  all  we  loved  in  this  poor  world,  and  jjlace  us  beyond 
the  reach  of  change  or  separation,  in  the  presence  of  God, 
"where  is  fulness  of  joy,  at  whose  right  hand  there  are  plea- 
sures for  evermore!"  Well  may  we  exclaim,  my  brethj-en, 
"what  hath  God  wrought!"  Well  may  the  believer  exult 
over  tlie  grave,  and  ask,  "O  Death,  Avhere  is"  now  "thy  sting? 
O  Grave,  where  is"  now  "thy  victory?"  Thou  mayest,  in- 
deed, triumph  over  us  for  a  season,  and  wring  our  hearts 
with  anguish,  under  thy  relentless  strokes;  "but  thanks  be  to 
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God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory,  through  our  Lord  JesU8  « 
Christ." 

But  it  is  to  the  believer  only,  remember,  my  dear  friends, 
that  this  blessed  and  glorious  hope  is  given.  All,  indeed, 
shall  be  raised;  but  it  is  only  "those  who  sleep  in  Jesus," 
that  "he  will  bring  with  him,"  when  he  comes  to  judge  the 
world.  All  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  that  is,  incapable 
of  any  more  change  or  decay  of  their  bodies;  but  it  is  the 
faithful  disciples  of  Christ  only,  who  shall  be  "changed  into 
the  likeness  of  his  glorious  body,"  while  the  fearful  and  un- 
believing, the  impenitent  and  ungodly,  shall  be  "driven  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his  power,  with 
an  everlasting  destruction.  He  that  huth  ears  to  hear,  let 
him  hear;"  especially,  let  the  gospel  sinner,  who  is  dreaming 
through  his  day  of  grace,  intent  only  on  the  things  which 
perish — who  thinks  not  of  the  account  he  has  to  give  to  God 
for  the  mercies  of  redemption,  and  the  means  of  salvation 
through  a  crucified  Saviour — nor  of  death,  nor  of  judgment, 
nor  of  heaven,  nor  of  hell,  but  only  of  the  world,  and  its  vain 
delights — O  let  him  stop  before  iniquity  prove  his  everlasting 
ruin;  and,  as  we  shall  surely  "live  again,"  let  him  treasure 
up  the  warning  now  given,  and  instantly  set  himself,  with 
heart  and  hand,  to  prepare  for  that  tremendous  change  which 
death  makes  in  the  condition  of  accountable  beings. 

III.  Of  which  preparation  I  am  now,  in  the  third  place,  to 
speak. 

However  complicated  the  process  may  be,  from  the  variety 
in  moral  condition  among  mankind,  the  preparation  itself 
consists  but  of  two  points,  viz:  Victory  over  sin,  and  the  re- 
newal of  our  souls  to  that  holiness  in  which  the  image  of  God 
consists;  for  both  which,  God,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  hath  pro- 
vided, through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

As  sin  originally  banished  us  from  God,  it  must,  if  per- 
sisted in,  continue  to  exclude  us  from  all  hope  of  his  favor 
and  presence — for  he  is  the  unchangeable  God — and  deliver 
us  over  to  eternal  death  as  its  only  wages.  Hence  the  ne- 
cessity on  the  part  of  man,  a  sinner,  that  the  guilt  of  sin 
should  be  pardoned,  and  the  love  and  the  practice  of  sin  be 
destroyed,  if  he  would  obtain  eternal  life.  And  hence  the 
unspeakable  value  of  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  re- 
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vealed  in  the  gospel;  by  whose  suiferings  and  deatli  in  our 
behalf,  alone,  can  these  mighty  benefits  be  obtained.  For  it 
is  not  sufficient,  my  hearers,  that  we  have  power  over  the 
outward  acts  of  sin — in  other  words,  that  we  be  moral  in  our 
lives — to  prepare  us  for  the  presence  of  God,  in  eternal  glo- 
ry. The  corrnptiun  of  our  nature  must  be  removed;  the  de- 
sires and  affections  of  our  hearts  must  be  changed;  and  the 
fallen  powers  of  the  soul  renovated,  to  the  apprehension  and 
entertainment  of  spiritual  and  heavenly  things.  And  to  pre- 
pare us  for  the  employment  and  occupation  of  inhabitants  of 
heaven,  we  must  acquire  a  relish,  in  the  present  life,  for  the 
worship  of  God;  we  must  learn  the  language  of  praise,  and. 
the  ])ractice  of  righteousness;  and  must  find  delight  in  con- 
templating and  injitating  his  glorious  perfections,  and  excel- 
lent goodness.  This,  my  hearers,  is  indispensable  to  prepare 
us  fur  the  blessed  society  of  heaven.  But  it  is  not  the  work 
of  any  human  power.  It  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to 
sanctify  the  sinner  to  God,  and  fit  him  for  eternal  glory.  Yet, 
as  we  are  moral  beings,  and  only  as  such  accountable,  it  is  a 
work  in  which  we  have  to  bear  a  part;  and  our  part  is,  to 
hear  the  word  of  God  and  to  keep  it;  to  believe  his  gracious 
promises  made  to  us  in  Chkist  our  Saviour;  to  restrain  the 
outward  acts  of  sin  and  disobedience  to  his  hol}^  laws;  to  cul- 
tivate communion  with  him  by  prayer  and  meditation;  and 
to  surrender  ourselves  to  the  blessed  guidance  of  his  word 
and  Holy  Spmrr,  working  in  us,  whereby  he  renews  our 
hearts,  sanctifies  our  fallen  nature,  and  prepares  us,  through 
the  merits  and  death  of  his  only  begotten  Sou,  to  inherit 
eternal  life  in  his  everlasting  kingdom  of  never-ending  feli- 
city and  unfading  glory. 

In  this  mighty  work,  behold,  my  dear  friends,  of  liow  little 
.value  this  deluding  world  is.  Alas!  all  its  wisdom,  wealth, 
and  power,  can  aid  us  nothing  in  the  transformation  of  our 
souls  from  sin  to  holiness.  0  let  it  break  its  hold  upon  our 
liearts,  thus  to  see,  that  in  the  work  of  our  salvation  it  is  not 
our  friend,  but  our  enemy!  that  its  glory  and  its  pleasures 
are  as  nothing,  to  the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed  to  the 
righteous — to  the  unfading  pleasures  which  await  the  faitli- 
ful,  at  the  right  hand  of  God!  That  its  reproach  and  its 
irown — yea,  all  that  it  can  inflict — is  as  nothing  to  the  Iobb 
[Vol.  2,-*^2.] 
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of  God's  everlasting  favor!  That  the  combined  purchase  of 
its  wealth  cannot  give  to  God  a  ransom  for  a  single  soul,  or 
redeem  our  dearest  friend  from  the  grave!  Oh!  could  wealth 
bring  those  dear  ones  back,  over  whose  loss  the  bitter  tear 
now  falls,  think  you  it  would  not  be  poured  out,  even  to  na- 
kedness? Yes,  indeed!  But  it  will  not  do — we  shall  go  to 
them,  but  thej  shall  not  return  to  us,  till  the  heavens  be  no 
more. 

As  we  are  to  live  again,  then,  my  hearers,  let  it  move  us 
to  choose  that  good  part,  which  shall  not  be  taken  from  us^ 
but  shall  endure  and  remain,  when  time  shall  cease  to  travel. 
And  let  it  stir  us  up  to  diligence,  to  consider  how  fast  our 
time  is  slipping  away;  how  much  we  have  already  lost;,  how 
little  may  remain;  and  how  great  a  work  it  is  to  change  the 
temper  of  the  soul,  to  break  the  power  of  sin,  and  acquire  the 
qualifications  of  an  inhabitant  of  heaven.  My  hearers!  it  re- 
quires no  effort  to  go  to  hell.  It  is  a  plain  road,  and  we  all 
are  disposed  by  nature  to  walk  in  it.  But  to  get  to  heaven,. 
is  a  strait  and  a  narrow  way,  which  nothing  but  divine  grace 
can  enable  us  to  find,  and  strengthen  us  to  persevere  in. 

To  that  grace,  then,  let  us  all  turn  with  earnestness,  as- 
sured by  the  promise  of  God,  that  "if  we  ask  we  shall  receive^ 
if  we  seek  we  shall  find."  To  remain  careless  and  uncon- 
cerned for  the  awful  alternative  under  which  we  draw  our 
hourly  breath;  to  risk  the  uncertainty  of  our  frail  existence, 
without  preparation  for  death  and  eternity;  to  meet  hereaf- 
ter, loaded,  not  only  with  our  sins,  but  the  refusal  of  offered 
salvation,  through  faith  in  a  crucified  Saviour;  disregarding 
the  reason  of  our  minds,  despising  the  open  warnings  of  the 
ministers  of  Christ,  and  stifling  the  good  motions  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit,  stirring  iu  our  hearts:  surely  this  is  not  the 
cour&e  which  rational  creatures  should  pursue — who  know 
that  they  are  to  live  again,  and  that  their  future  life  must  be 
happy  or  miserable,  according  to  the  improvement  or  abuse 
of  that  which  now  is. 

I  come  now,  to  conclude,  with  a  short  application  of  what 
has  been  said. 

Solemnities  of  this  kind,  my  brethren,  as  they  bring  our 
thoughts  to  bear  and  our  feelings  to  act  upon  the  common 
end  of  our  being,  are  justified  by  the  profitable  use  which 
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may  be  made  of  them.  Who  that  sees  this  flourishing  family 
sm-rendered  to  grief,  and  slirouded  in  mourning,  but  must 
realize  the  affecting  truth,  that  they  also,  in  their  turn,  shall 
become  the  occasion  of  mourning  to  their  friends,  or  undergo 
the  anguish  of  separation  from  what  is  dear  and  valued?  But, 
alas!  for  man — poor,  fallen,  dying  man!  how  ingenious  and 
ready  to  apply  the  warning  to  others,  and  reject  it  for  him- 
self! How  prone  to  let  slip  the  good  impressions  of  a  serious 
hour,  and  put  off  till  to-morrow,  the  convictions  of  to-day! 
But  to-morrow — and  to-morrow — and  to-morrow — a  few  more 
or  less,  my  friends,  will  usher  in  the  morning  of  eternity; 
■when  neglected  warnings,  rejected  opportunities,  and  abused 
mercies,  sliall  press  upon  the  conscience  of  the  gospel  sinner, 
with  a  mountain  load  of  anguish  and  despair. 

And  is  it  so,  my  fellow-sinner?  Does  something  now  whis- 
per to  thy  lieart,  that  that  day  awaits  thee,  with  all  its  un- 
speakable consequences  unprovided  for?  If  this  be  so,  O 
turn  not  away  from  the  friendly  monitor,  but  let  this  day  be 
the  acceptable  time  to  flee  to  the  cross  of  Christ  for  life  and 
salvation!  Consider  how  uncertain  thy  life  is,  at  the  best; 
that  though  thou  mayest  live  many  years,  yet  they  must 
come  to  an  end,  and  the  narrow  prison  of  the  grave  close 
upon  years,  and  honors,  and  enjoyments;  that  nothing  but 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  revealed  in  the  gospel, 
can  remove  from  man  the  heavy  curse  of  living  a  little  while 
here,  in  sorrow,  suffering,  and  disappointment,  to  perish 
eternally  hereafter;  and  learn  to  bless  God  for  the  mercies  of 
redemption,  and  for  the  glorious  hope  assured  by  the  resur- 
rection of  Christ  from  the  dead.  Pause  a  moment,  then,  on 
the  border  of  the  narrow  house,  appointed  for  all  that  live, 
and  ask  thyself,  my  fellow-traveller  to  another  world,  on  what 
thy  hopes  are  founded,  when  this  dream  of  life  shall  be 
changed  for  the  realities  of  eternity?  Ask  the  surviving 
connexions  of  the  deceased,  on  what  are  founded  their  hopes 
for  her,  and  for  themselves,  and  they  will  tjell  you — yes!  this 
day  of  their  calamity  will  open  their  hearts  to  feel  and  to 
say — that  they  are  founded  only  on  the  mercy  purchased 
and  revealed  to  their  faith  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  in  the 
humble  and  joyful  expectation  whereof,  they  commit  her 
body  to  the  earth,  and  her  soul  to  Him  who  bought  her  with 
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His  own  blood.  They  will  tell  you,  that  those  hopes  are 
derived  from  the  life  and  immortality  brought  to  light  by 
the  gospel,  in  the  steadfast  faith  whereof,  they  trust  she  lived 
and  died,  and  which,  through  divine  mercy,  they  hope  to  in- 
herit Avith  her,  in  that  everlasting  kingdom  of  unmixed  hap- 
piness— where  "God  shall  wipe  all  tears  from  their  eyes, 
where  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow  nor  cry- 
ing, neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain." 

Oh!  how  vain  and  trifling  are  all  the  promises  of  time 
compared  with  this  eternal  recompense!  And  how  strong 
the  obligations  to  a  religious  life  from  the  sacred  ties  of 
family  aflection!  If  husbands  and  wives,  if  parents  and 
children,  if  brothers  and  sisters,  if  near  relations  and  dear 
friends,  would  secure  the  enjoyment  of  those  holy  connexions 
in  their  purest  and  highest  degree,  they  must  look  beyond 
the  present  life.  In  the  presence  of  God  only  shall  be  the 
full  fruition  of  happiness.  And  Oh!  how  blessed  the  hope 
to  those  who  are  left  behind,  when,  as  in  the  present  case, 
that  hope  is  encouraged  by  the  religious  condition  of  the 
friend  who  hath  left  us!  Sorrow  not,  then,  you  her  husband, 
her  children,  and  friends,  as  those  who  have  no  hope!  God 
lent  her  for  a  season  to  those  to  whom  she  was  so  dear,  and 
to  set  an  example  of  faith  and  charity  to  all  around  her;  but 
her  meek  and  humble  spirit  was  too  timid  and  gentle  for 
this  rough  world,  lie,  therefore,  took  her  to  himself — to  the 
pure  and  peaceful  repose  and  security  of  the  just  in  the  sep- 
arate state.  By  his  grace  he  called  her  to  number  her  days, 
and  prepare  for  the  great  account.  She  was  made  willing 
and  obedient  in  the  day  of  his  power,  and  is  now  gone  to  her 
Saviour  in  whom  she  trusted. 

Would  you,  then,  join  her  in  that  state  of  pure  and  peace- 
ful expectation  of  yet  better  things,  to  which,  we  trust,  she 
has  passed?  Would  you  escaj)e  the  misery  of  eternal  sepa- 
ration from  one  so  dear  and  so  valued,  and  from  God  the  only 
good?  Learn  to  view  the  present  life  in  its  true  colors;  learn 
to  use  it  as  the  uncertain  period  in  which  eternal  life  must 
be  won  or  lost;  learn  to  "fear  God  and  to  keep  his  command- 
ments." Thus  shall  you  meet  again  in  the  heavenly  Jerusa- 
lem, a  rejoicing  family  made  eternally  happy  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  God.    Think,  then,  that  you  liear  her  calling  to  you, 
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My  dear  husband,  my  dear  children,  my  kind  friends,  dis- 
appoint not  this  holy  hope,  but  "press  towards  the  mark  for 
the  prize  of  your  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jescs  "  Then 
shall  we  indeed  live  again,  and  sorrow  and  separation  be 
known  no  more.* 

*  To  this  sermon  the  following  letter  was  found  appended: 

WiLLIAMSBOROUGH,    MaT    17,    1828. 

My  Worthy  Friend: 

In  transcribing  this  sermon  for  you,  which  I  have  done  very  cheerfully, 
my  earnest  wish  is,  that  it  may  be  made  profitable  to  your  soul  by  the 
blessing  of  God. 

The  inquiry  which  it  presents  to  the  mind,  is  of  the  most  concerning  de- 
scription, lying  at  the  very  threshold  of  religion,  and  rendering  it  a  reason- 
able service,  or  a  piece  of  mummery,  according  as  the  question  is  answered. 

Few  will  answer  it  otherwise  than  in  the  affirmative;  perhaps  none,  if 
they  answer  sincerely.  But  fewer  still,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  do  more 
than  give  their  assent  to  it  as  a  truth;  neglecting  to  make  that  personal  ap- 
plication of  it  to  themselves  which  makes  the  truth  eifective.  Against  this, 
permit  me  to  caution  you,  as  I  tliought  I  perceived  a  disposition,  rather  to 
speculate  on  religious  subjects,  than  to  act  upon  them.  I  mean,  that  they 
exercise  your  thoughts  as  important  subjects,  but  are  not  apprehended  in 
their  personal  application  to  yourself  as  ground  of  immediate  action.  But, 
surely  the  veracity  of  Almighty  God  is  sufficient  for  any  man  to  found  the 
duty  of  belief  and  obedience  upon,  and  at  our  time  of  life  (to-day  I  enter 
my  57th  year)  there  is  none  to  throw  away  upon  speculation. 

"Ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me,"  says  our  blessed  Lord.  And  he 
here  spoke  what  every  man  who  considers  what  God  is  in  his  perfections, 
and  what  man  is  in  his  imperfections,  will  be  brought  to  the  desire  of,  viz: 
the  interposition  of  some  suitable  medium  of  connexion  and  iutercourse  be- 
tween beings  so  infinitely  removed  from  each  other,  as  a  pure  and  holy 
God,  and  a  corrupt  and  sinful  creature.  This  provision  of  the  wisdom  and 
love  of  GdD  is  what  alone  makes  the  contemplation  of  a  future  state  beara- 
ble to  us.  Without  such  a  Saviour  as  is  given  to  our  necessities,  it  is  ter- 
rible to  think  of  another  life.  Annihilation  would  be  far  preferable;  there 
being  no  reasonable  hope  to  man  as  he  is,  from  God  as  he  is,  without  a  me- 
diator equal  to  the  requirements  of  the  parties  at  variance. 

This  being  so  in  the  judgment  of  sound  and  sober  reason,  and  confirmed  by 
direct  revelation,  our  part  is  cleai-;  which  is,  to  receive  this  truth,  and  to  act 
upon  it,  working  for  life  in  the  obedience  of  faith,  and  renouncing  works 
as  grounds  of  desert,  relying  on  the  merit  and  righteousness  of  the  Redeem- 
er as  the  safe  ground  of  acceptance,  and  the  only  ground  on  which  an  imper- 
fect and  sinful  creature,  in  his  best  duties,  can  entertain  hope  towards  God. 

May  he  direct  your  heart  and  life  to  Christ,  as  our  wisdom,  righteous- 
ness, sanctification,  and  redemption! 

Your  aflfectionate  friend, 

JOHN  S.  RAVENSCROFT. 


SEEMON   XLI, 


GOD   IS   WITNESS. 


1  ■This8AXi0NIA'NS  ii.  5,  last  clause. 
God  is  witaess. 

In  meditating  on  the  Christian  system,  my  brethren  and 
liearers,  it  is  very  wonderful  to  perceive  how  exactly  it  is 
fitted  to  the  nature  and  actual  condition  of  that  creature,  for 
whose  advantage  it  is  constructed,  and  for  whose  benefit  it  is 
revealed.  So  striking  is  this,  that  I  h^ve  not  the  least  doubt, 
were  Christianity  presented  to  us  as  a  branch  of  natural 
•science  only,  this  j^eculiar  feature  would  have  drawn  from 
the  pliilosophers  of  every  age  that  praise  and  admiration — 
that  earnest  inculcation  of  the  wisdom  of  its  precepts — and 
that  strong  and  united  testimony  in  favor  of  its  real  influence 
on  individual  and  general  happiness — which  is  too  often 
<Jenied,  or  coldly  and  carelessly  affoi"ded,  by  the  same  per- 
sons when  th-ey  view  it  as  a  divine  revelation,  and  a  law  ob- 
ligatory for  life  or  death  eternal,  on  every  soul  of  man  within 
the  compass  of  its  joyful  sound.  Strange  that  the  wisdom  of 
the  world  should  be  so  averse  to  the  wisdom  of  God,  and 
that  the  very  name  of  religion  should  take  from  truth  and 
wisdom  their  highest  character,  and  render  them  unpleasant 
and  unpalatable  to  the  hearts  of  men!  Yet  so  it  is — men 
who  respect  natural  verities,  and  act  with  care  and  caution 
according  to  their  results  in  the  affairs  of  this  life,  feel  dis- 
posed to  resent  and  resist  them  when  proposed  and  pressed 
as  religious  truth. 

Of  this  melancholy  fact,  the  proof  is,  alas!  too  easy;  and, 
in  the  meditations  which  arise  from  my  text,  presents  one 
trait  of  human  character  in  connexion  with  the  application 
of  the  Christian  system  to  the  nature  of  man,  from  which  we 
may  all  derive  profitable  instruction. 

We  must  all  be  aware,  my  hearers,  of  the  influence  which 
the  regulations  of  society  have  upon  our  conduct — that  we 
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are  disposed  to  act  with  care  and  propriety,  according  to  the 
number  and  quality  of  those  who  are  spectators  of  our  con- 
duct. And,  to  whatever  it  may  be  attributed,  certain  it  is, 
that  society  is  indebted  to  this  principle  for  much  of  the  de- 
corum and  decency  of  its  enjoyments — for  a  very  powerful 
restraint  upon  the  vicious  propensities  of  the  dissolute  and 
profligate. 

We  may  not  all  be  aware,  however,  that  among  the  many 
springs  and  motives  to  human  conduct,  to  whicii  the  argu- 
ments and  exhortation  of  the  gospel  are  addressed,  this 
sliould  be  one.  It  is,  nevertheless,  the  case;  so  that  even  the 
feeling  of  self-respect  is  interested  in  behalf  of  our  souls,  and 
made  conducive  to  the  interests  of  eternity;  and  the  man  who 
can  control  and  keep  under  a  habit  of  profaneness  or  intem- 
perance, while  under  the  eye  of  those  whom  he  respects,  or 
whose  respect  would  be  lessened  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
babit,  has  only  to  consider,  that  he  is  continually  under  a 
higher  inspection  than  that  of  the  highest  of  his  fellow  crea- 
tures, to  learn,  at  one  and  the  same  instant,  the  control  he 
has  over  his  own  actions,  and  the  obligation  he  is  under  to 
exert  it.  For  if  either  the  fear  or  the  favor  of  man  can  re- 
strain the  drunkard  from  his  beastly  propensity,  or  keep  a 
watch  upon  the  lips  of  the  profane  swearer,  even  for  a  season; 
if  there  are  companies  of  their  fellow  creatures  in  whose 
presence  they  could  not  be  tempted  to  transgress;  how  much 
more  shall  a  sense  of  the  omnipotence  of  God,  entertained 
and  realized,  operate  to  produce  watchfulness  and  self-denial! 
Yery  unjustifiable,  therefore,  is  the  common  excuse  made  for 
the  profane  and  the  dissolute,  that  it  is  a  habit  so  fixed  that 
they  cannot  conti-ol  it;  because,  if  they  can  control  the  out- 
ward act  for  an  hour  or  for  an  evening,  the  same  self-com- 
mand may  be  exerted  for  a  day,  for  a  year,  for  a  life  time. 
Hence  the  great  danger  of  loose  associates — of  the  company 
of  persons  who  do  not  render  it  necessary,  by  their  respecta- 
bility, that  we  feel  some  respect  for  ourselves,  and  that  we 
exert  that  respect,  to  retain  some  share  nf  it  from  others. 
"Evil  communications  corrupt  good  manners,"  not  only  by 
the  direct  contagion  of  vice,  but  by  the  indirect  and  equally 
fatal  influence  of  an  example  from  which  restraint  is  removed. 
While,  however,  the  gospel  appeals  to  every  principle  and 
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to  every  motive  which  can  operate  upon  rational  natures, 
and  thereby  manifests  what  a  reasonable  service  it  is;  it  is, 
still,  in  subordination  to  those  higher  motives  which  flow 
from  the  attributes  of  Almighty  God,  and  the  obligations  of 
redeemed  man.  These  include  the  only  safe  foundation  for 
either  theory  or  practice  in  moral  duty,  and  are  set  forth,  in 
their  whole  extent,  in  the  words  of  my  text. 

"God  is  witness." 

It  is  a  very  solemn  thought,  my  hearers,  and  very  full  of 
interest  to  accountable  beings — God  is,  at  this  moment,  wit- 
ness betwixt  you  and  me,  and  betwixt  you  and  himself,  in 
the  appropriate  business  of  this  day.  He  is  a  faithful  and 
true  witness,  and  will  make  an  unerring  record  of  my  faith- 
fulness in  declaring  to  you  the  counsel  of  his  wisdom  and 
love,  for  your  salvation.  He  is  witness  to  the  springs  and 
motives  by  which  I  am  actuated,  and  knows  the  end  I  aim 
at.  He  is  witness  to  the  true  motives  of  every  one  of  your 
hearts,  in  repairing  to  his  house  and  joining  in  the  service  of 
this  day — to  the  real  objects  you  have  in  view,  and  to  the 
actual  desire  with  which  you  have  met  to  hear  his  truth — 
and  were  he  now  to  make  known  the  secrets  of  every  heart, 
how  should  we  appear? 

Yet,  my  dear  hearers,  but  a  little  while,  and  these,  and  all 
other  secrets,  will  be  laid  open  before  an  assembled  universe. 
"We  may  cloak  and  cover  them  from  our  fellow  worms,  and 
if  we  insist  upon  it,  even  from  ourselves,  in  a  great  degree: 
but  what  availeth  it?  The  truth  reraaineth — the  real  truth, 
and  will  be  made  manifest  in  the  great  day  of  account — and, 
Oh!  what  an  argument  it  is  for  the  simplicity  and  godly  sin- 
cerity of  Christian  conversation! 

Let  us,  tlien,  consider  what  is  revealed  to  us  of  God's 
omnipresence. 

That  this  is  an  attribute  of  deity,  we  cannot  be  ignorant. 
To  the  Ruler  of  the  universe,  it  is  just  as  essential  as  the  at- 
tribute of  omnipotence.  And  the  frame  of  his  own  forma- 
tion is  to  every  man  the  evidence  of  the  fact — "He  that  made 
the  eye,  shall  he  not  see?  He  that  made  the  ear,  sliall  he 
not  hear?  He  that  made  the  heart,  shall  he  not  understand?" 
God,  then,  is  witness  to  all  our  actions,  my  hearers;  to  every 
thing  we  do  through  life,  whether  in  public  or  in  private. 
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The  most  unimportant  as  well  as  the  more  serious  and  influ- 
ential transactions,  are  all  equally  known  to  him. 

But  this  is  only  a  small  part  of  that  inspection  which  he 
exercises  over  the  creation  of  his  will — "He  searcheth  the 
reins,  and  trieth  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men."  The 
inner  man — the  true  temper  and  disposition  of  the  soul — the 
real  spring  and  motive  of  every  action — what  we  can  keep 
secret  from  all  others — is  open  and  discovered  to  God.  This 
is  the  awful  and  tremendous  quality  of  this  attribute,  which 
weighs  down  the  heart  and  forms  a  fence  against  every  de- 
lusion of  its  deceptions;  which  speaks  to  us  of  the  folly  of  all 
pretences,  and  argues  so  powerfully  in  favor  of  that  rectitude 
which  fears  no  discovery.  This  it  is  which  enforces  on  moral 
creatures  the  sublime  rule  of  doing  to  others  as  we  would 
they  should  do  unto  us.  For,  under  an  inspection  which 
cannot  be  deceived,  and  under  a  judgment  whose  equity  is 
bottomed  on  this  principle,  all  deceit  and  wrong  towards 
others,  all  crooked  and  unfair  advantages,  whatever  may  be 
the  estimate  of  men,  are,  in  fact,  injuries  to  ourselves:  God 
is  witness,  both  to  the  motive  and  to  the  action,  and  just  so 
sure  as  we  would  have  complained  against,  or  resisted  or  re- 
sented, either  the  motive  or  the  action,  had  it  been  towards 
instead  of  from  us — so  sure  will  it  be  changed  to  that  iniquity, 
on  which  God  cannot  look  with  the  least  degree  of  allowance. 
And  here  let  the  world,  and  the  traffickers  with  its  mam- 
mon, look  for  the  measure  which  shall  be  applied  to  its  code 
of  moral  right  and  wrong.  To  this  standard  let  them  bring 
the  loss  or  the  gain  of  its  unsanctified,  though  consecrated 
maxims,  and  learn,  that  "that  w^iich  is  highly  esteemed 
among  men  is  yet  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God." 

To  the  omnipresence  of  God,  also,  is  to  be  referred  the 
damnable  guilt  of  hypocrisy  in  religion;  that  degradation  of 
God,  which  puts  him  on  a  level  with  the  most  ignorant  of 
our  fellows,  and  offers  him  a  lie  instead  of  the  truth;  that 
desperate  blasphemy  which  would  make  him  a  party  to  the 
deception  we  are  playing  off  on  our  fellow  creatures,  and 
promote  our  views  on  them  by  professing  an  interest  in  him; 
that  master-delusion  of  the  prince  of  darkness,  which  would 
cloak  vice  under  the  garb  of  godliness,  and  "cry  Loed!  Lord!" 
without  "doing  the  things  which  he  says;"  that  threefold  lie. 
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which  would  deceive  God,  and  blind  the  world,  but  cheats 
only  itself.     For  "God  is  witness,"  and  his  vision  is  truth. 

Deeply  impressed  with  this  solemn  truth,  the  inspired 
Psalmist  has  recorded  for  our  instruction  its  efifect  upon  his 
own  heart,  in  the  139th  Psalm.  "O  Lokd,  thou  hast  searched 
me  and  known  me,  thou  knowest  my  down-sitting  and  mine 
up-rising,  thou  understandest  my  thoughts  afar  off.  For  there 
is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue,  but  lo!  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  it 
altogether.  Whither  shall  I  go  then  from  thy  Spirit?  or 
whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence?  If  I  say.  Surely  the 
darkness  shall  cover  me;  even  the  night  shall  be  light  about 
me.  Yea,  the  darkness  hideth  not  from  thee;  but  the  night 
shineth  as  the  day:  the  darkness  and  the  light  are  both  alike 
to  thee." 

And  shall  we  conceit  ourselves  wiser  than  an  inspired  pro- 
phet, and  think  to  hide  ourselves  from  God?  Has  the  light 
of  Christianity  thrown  a  veil  over  the  Almighty,  and  ob- 
scured his  glorious  attributes?  Or  is  it  the  veil  of  the  world 
and  the  flesh  which  shrouds  such  multitudes,  as  with  grave 
clothes,  from  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth?  Yet  this 
veil  will  be  rent  away,  my  friends,  and  truth  will  appear  in  • 
unchangeable  glory,  supported  by  that  Almighty  witness, 
who  is  God  over  all.  Then  shall  sinners  learn  that  "no  lie  is 
of  the  truth;"  and  that  neither  the  wisdom,  nor  the  cunning, 
nor  the  power  of  men  can  prevail  against  it;  that,  eternal  as 
its  author,  it  shall  endure  and  flourish  in  majesty  and  bright- 
ness, when  every  lie  and  deceit,  when  all  fraud  and  hypocris}'-, 
shall  be  sunk  in  the  blackness  of  darkness  for  ever. 

Put,  then,  these  considerations  together,  my  dear  hearers, 
and  let  them  determine  for  you  how  you  ought  to  be  im- 
pressed every  moment  with  the  solemn  warning  of  my  text 
— "God  is  witness."  He  is  witness  to  all  that  passes  betwixt 
us  and  himself  in  the  worship  we  pay  him,  to  the  motive 
which  brought  us  here  this  day,  to  the  sincerity  or  duplicity 
of  our  hearts  in  drawing  near  to  him  with  our  lips,  to  the 
spirit  of  devotion  or  of  mockery  wherewith  we  call  him  our 
God  and  Father.  He  is  witness  to  all  that  passes  betwixt  us 
and  our  fellow  creatures  in  the  various  relations  in  which  we 
stand  to  them — as  magistrates,  as  citizens,  as  heads  of  fami- 
lies, as  friends,  as  neighbors — in  all  these  obligations,  his  all- 
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seeing  eye  is  over  us.  God  is  witness,  moreover,  to  all  that 
passes  within  us,  to  every  temper,  affection,  desire,  passion, 
and  lust — to  every  thought  of  the  heart,  every  word  of  the 
tongue,  and  every  action  of  the  life.  And,  Oh!  what  a  God 
is  our  God!  Almighty  in  power,  unspotted  in  holiness,  in- 
finite in  justice,  unchangeable  in  truth,  and  withal  a  God  of 
judgment.  This  it  is,  my  friends,  which  makes  his  witness 
so  impressive  to  us;  which  makes  tlie  warning  of  ray  text  of 
such  deep  interest  to  all  who  hear  it;  because  it  is  tliis  un- 
impeachable testimony  which  will  confound  or  acquit  us  in 
the  great  day  of  eternity. 

Let  us,  then,  bring  home  these  affecting  considerations,  in 
their  application  to  ourselves. 

What  hath  God's  all-observing  eye  been  presented  with,  in 
the  years  of  his  grace  bestowed  upon  us?  Have  we  lived  in 
the  fear  of  God,  and  presented  the  spectacle  of  grateful  and 
obedient  children?  or  in  the  absence  of  that  fear,  which  says, 
"God  is  not  in  all  our  thoughts?'  Of  necessity,  one  or  the 
other  of  these  must  be  the  condition  of  every  soul  present. 
For  to  be  neutral  is  to  be  an  enemy.  Oh!  it  is  an  awakening 
•thought  to  reflect  how  little  of  God,  of  his  glorious  perfections, 
and  of  his  abounding  love  and  unwearied  mercy  to  us  his 
creatures,  enters  into  the  plans  and  engagements  and  affec- 
tions of  mankind  as  probationers  for  his  favor  in  eternity. 
But  not  to  bewilder  your  thoughts  in  the  confusion  of  years, 
what  has  this  ever  present  witness  observed  in  you  during 
the  prst  week?  Have  the  morning  and  the  evening  found 
you  at  the  throne  of  grace,  or  at  the  shrine  of  folly?  Has  his 
word  been  your  study,  and  his  will  your  guide,  through  each 
day  of  mercy?  Have  your  means  been  applied  to  promote 
liis  glory  and  the  good  of  your  fellow  creatures?  or  have  the 
flesh  and  its  lusts,  the  world  and  its  vanity,  absorbed  your 
thoughts  and  consumed  your  means?  Count  back,  I  beseech 
you,  and  reckon  up  what  you  have  done  in  this  one  week, 
for  God,  fur  your  neighboi-,  for  your  own  soul — and  so  done 
it  as  this  faithful  witness  must  apjjrove  of.  Alas!  if  one  sin- 
gle week  of  the  thousands  some  of  us  have  passed  through 
would  confound  our  skill  to  find  any  thing  for  God  and  re- 
ligion, what  must  his  pure  eyes  have  witnessed  of  sin  and 
foil}'  in  the  round  of  thoughtlessness  and  levitv  which  hides 


GOD    IS    WITNESS.  501 

death  and  judgment,  God  and  eternity,  from  the  eyes  of  ac- 
countable beings? 

But  suppose  a  single  Sabbath  were  to  be  tlie  test  to  every 
one  of  us — what  hath  God  seen?     His  holy  day  hailed  with 
joy  and  gladness,  with  early  praise,  with  devout  preparation 
for  its  duties  and  privileges,  and  with  earnest  engagement  in 
his  holy  worship?  or  have  our  thoughts  been  after  our  own 
hearts'  lusts — wandering  far  from  God  even  in  his  presence? 
IIow  often  has  it  passed  through  our  thoughts  on  that  holy 
day,  "Thou  God  seest  me,  and  takest  account  of  all  mj'  ways?'* 
Oh!  if  we  had  to  rise  up  and  answer,  one  by  one,  and  to  state 
truly  what  has  occupied  our  thoughts  and  desires,  even  under 
the  solemnity  of  public  worship,  how  would  shame  and  confu- 
sion of  face  overwhelm  us!  Yet,  my  dear  hearers,  God  is  witness 
to  it  all,  and  unless  a  better  mind  is  wrought  in  us,  and  re- 
pentance obtain  forgiveness,  will  proclaim  it  all  before  angels 
and  men,  to  our  eternal  shame  and  everlasting  despair.  And 
if,  at  this  moment,  we  cannot  excuse  ourselves — if  the  secret 
admonitions  of  our  own   hearts  prompt  the  conviction,  that 
we  are  far  from  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  what  will  it  be,  when 
he  shall  "arise  to  shake  terribly  the  earth,"  to  set  our  sins  in 
order  before  us,  and  to  take  vengeance  for  them?     "Will  the 
idle  vanities  and  sinful  follies,  or  even  the  gains  and  the 
honors  of  the  world,  which  fill  our  hearts  and  hide  God  from 
our  thoughts,  compensate  the  loss  of  his  ftivor?     Alas!  they 
will  then  be  no  more!     The  remembrance  only  will  remain 
in  remorse  and  unavailing  regret,  that  for  these  baubles  we 
have  sacrificed  the  joys  and  glories  of  a  heavenly  inheritance. 
Yet  there  is  a  redeeming  spot  for  man,  in  the  love  of  God. 
This  awful  and  ever  present  witness,  is  to  us  a  merciful  Sa- 
viour, and  a  faithful  witness  of  our  repentance  and  contri- 
tion,    lie  sees  the  first  turnings  of  the  heart  towards  him, 
and  as  a  tender  Father,  he  runs  to  meet  the  returning  prodi- 
gal.    He  sees  our  every  want,  our  every  weakness,  and  jjro- 
vides  the  riches  of  his  grace  to  supply  our  feebleness.     lie 
sees  the  snares  that  are  spread  for  us  by  the  enemy  of  our 
souls,  and  furnishes  the  wisdom  of  his  counsel  to  enable  us 
to  escape  them.    God  is  witness  for  us,  if  we  turn  to  his  of- 
fered mercy;  he  sees  our  tears;  he  witnesses  our  sorrows;  he 
hears  our  prayers;  liis  Holy  Spirit  returns  to  renew  our 
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hearts,  to  show  us  the  things  which  are  Jesus  Christ's,  to 
guide  our  feet  in  the  way  of  peace,  and  prepare  us  for  a  place 
at  his  right  hand — when  he  will  be  our  witness  for  tliat  right- 
eousness to  which  is  promised  a  crown  of  life.  "Choose  ye, 
then,  this  day,"  that  testimony  which  you  would  desire  to 
have  in  the  great  day  of  eternity.  Deceive  not  your  own 
souls  with  the  vain  hope,  that  sin  is  less  ruinous  than  God 
hath  said.  "The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die,"  is  the  testi- 
iliony  of  Him  who  cannot  deceive.  And  forget  not,  I  be- 
seech you,  that  God  is  witness  to  the  warning  of  this  day — 
that  he  will  require  it  at  your  hands — and  according  as  it  is 
received  or  rejected,  will  it  be  well  or  ill  with  you  for  ever. 
O  that  God  may  open  your  eyes  to  see,  and  your  hearts  to 
perceive,  "the  things  which  make  for  your  peace,  before  they 
are  for  ever  hid  from  your  eyes!"  That  the  solemn  truth, 
"thou  God  seest  me,"  may  go  with  you  to  your  homes,  follow 
you  through  all  your  pursuits,  nor  cease  knocking  at  the  door 
of  your  hearts,  until  it  opens  an  entrance  for  the  truth  that 
saveth,  in  the  knowledge  of  God  and  of  Jesus  Cheist  whom 
he  hath  sent,  by  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 


Here  I  might  close,  my  brethren,  but  the  impressive  and 
important  ordinance  administered  this  evening,  calls  for  a 
particular  enlargement  of  the  momentous  truth,  that  "God  is 
witness"  to  those  who  have  openly  pledged  themselves  to  God 
and  his  Chkist,  in  the  renewal  of  their  baptismal  covenant; 
and  have  once  more  received  the  highest  assurance  compati- 
ble with  a  state  of  trial  to  moral  beings,  that  if  true  and  sin- 
cere in  this  dedication  of  themselves  to  his  glory  and  service, 
his  almighty  grace  is  with  them,  to  strengthen  and  direct, 
to  sustain  and  comfort  them,  in  working  out  their  eternal  sal- 
vation. 

Therefore,  my  brethren,  who  have  been  this  evening  con- 
firmed, while  in  the  judgment  of  charity  we  are  bound  to  take 
for  granted,  as  we  gladly  do,  that,  by  the  teaching  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  you  have  been  brought  forward  to  profess  your 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  only  hope  of  fallen 
man,  and  solemnly  pledged  yourselves  to  walk  after  the  ex- 
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ample  of  his  most  holy  life;  so  are  we  bound  to  remind  you 
that  "God  is  witness"  to  the  vows  you  have  taken  upon  your- 
selves— and  that  only  as  you  are  ftiithful  on  your  part,  can 
yon  expect  the  fulfilment  of  those  promises  which  are  made 
to  you  through  his  dear  Son — and  by  the  effect  of  which^ 
only,  can  you  hope  to  succeed,  against  the  powers,  and  pas- 
sions, and  corruptions,  leagued  against  your  souls. 

It  is  a  very  solemn  engagement  you  have  entered  into,  my 
brethren,  when  considered  merely  as  transacted  before  the 
witnesses  present — respect  for  yourselves  and  for  them  must 
have  some  weight — he  is  a  hardened  person  who  can  fly  in 
the  face  of  society,  and  make  light  of  the  obligations  he  vo- 
luntarily and  publicly  undertakes.  But  what  is  this,  when 
compared  with  the  greater  and  undeceivable  witness  of  Al- 
mighty GrOD?  He  reads  your  heart  at  this  solemn  moment, 
and  according  to  the  sincerity  and  truth  of  your  purpose, 
looks  down  with  complacency  and  delight  upon  you,  as  hon- 
oring his  holy  name;  or  turns  away  with  abhorrence,  from 
the  audacious  mockery  of  thinking  to  deceive  his  heart- 
searching  eye. 

Treasure  up,  then,  in  your  hearts,  this  short  but  impressive 
truth — "God  is  witness"  to  the  contract  of  this  day.  And  let 
it  rule  your  heart  and  life,  to  walk,  as  seeing  Him  who  is 
invisible;  to  act,  as  those  who  have  to  give  an  account  at  the 
bar  of  judgment  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  and  are  fur- 
nished, through  the  mercy  and  goodness  of  God,  with  all  the 
means  necessary  to  secure  eternal  life,  through  the  merits  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  "Hold  fast,"  therefore,  "the  profes- 
sion of  your  faith  without  wavering;"  for  only  by  constancy 
and  perseverence  can  you  expect  to  gain  the  prize  of  your 
high  calling.  And  in  every  trial  to  which,  in  the  sundry 
and  manifold  changes  of  the  world,  you  may  be  exposed,  re- 
member, "God  is  witness"  that  you  have  this  day  pledged 
yourselves  to  his  service;  that  he  cannot  be  deceived  or  de- 
luded; and  that  it  is  only  to  "him  who  is  faithful  unto  death," 
that  "the  crown  of  life"  is  promised,  by  that  merciful  Saviour, 
who  hath  bought  you  with  his  blood — reconciled  God  to  the 
world  of  his  offending  creatures,  and  opened  a  new  and  a 
living  way  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  to  all  believers.  To 
whose  holy  name,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holt  Spieit, 
be  all  honor  and  gloi-y,  world  without  end. 
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